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'ill Mmmi Df Christiflnitti nn tjiE CnitMtiira 



Woman was h fin h g ace of the creation. 
Woman was h np s of man's bliss in 

Paradise. W n wa h cause of sin and death 
to our world. W w he means of our re- 

demption. W ra ther of the human 

race ; our compan , n r, and comforter in 
the pilgrimage of life; or our tempter, our scourge, 
and our destroyer. Our sweetest cup of earthly- 
happiness, or our bitterest draught of sorrow, is 
mixed and administered by her hand. She not 
only renders smooth or rough our path to the grave, 
hut helps or hinders our progress to immortality. 
In heaven we shall bless God for her aid in assist- 
ing us to reach that blissful state, or amid the tor- 
ments of unutterable woe, in another region, we 
shall deplore the fatality of her influence. 

Such is my reason for determining, to address a 
course of monthly sermons to her sex. They have 
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been too much neglectecl in the ministration a of the 
sanctuary ; an omission which must be traced to a 
morbid delicacy unworthy of the pulpit. Happily, 
this reproach does not appertain to the press, to 
which perhapa, in the opinion of some, this subject 
ought to be exclusively consigned. DuC why ? 
Can any good and valid reason be assigned for 
shutting out from the house of God instructions to 
so important a class of the community? Many 
persona almost instinctively shrink from such ad- 
dresses, from a fear lest matters should be intro- 
duced at which modesty would blush, and by which 
the finer sensibilities would be wounded. There is 
a prudishness in such feeling which can be justified 
neither by reason nor revelation. Tou may trust 
your pastor for discretion on such a subject, and 
feel tolerably certain that he will utter nothing 
which shall bring up a tinge of color on the most 
modest countenance, oi' inflict the slightest wound 
on the most fastidiously delicate mind. 

It may be as well to announce in the opening 
sermon, that the whole course will be decidedly of 
a religious nature; more so than even the sermons 
to young men. For all the general directions and 
excellences of female character, I shall refer you to 
the various works which on these topics have issued 
from the press. My place is the pulpit — my sub- 
ject is religion — my object is the soul — my aim is 
salvation. I view you, my female friends, as des- 
tined to another world, and it is my business to aid 
and stimulate you, " by patient contiouanee in well- 
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INFLUENCE OF CHBISTIAHITY. 9 

doing, to seek for glory, honor, and immortality," 
and to obtain eternal life. I look beyond the 
painted and gaudy acene of earth's fading vanities, 
to the everlasting ages, through which you must 
exist in torment or in bliss ; and, God helping me, 
it shall not be my fault if you do not live in com- 
fort, die in peace, and inherit et«rnal life. 

Give me your moat serious attention — what is 
more, give me your prayers— and especially pray 
for yourselves, that in listening to these discourses 
you may not be " hearers of the word only, but 
doers of it also." Come to each sermon in devout 
seriousness of mind. Lay aside all frivolity and 
levity. You are not invited to an entertainment, 
but to listen to matters of infinite moment, of ever- 
lasting importance. The lightness of the concert, 
the ball-room, and the theater, would be quite out 
of place when called to listen to words whereby 
you may be saved. 

I could think of no subject with which more 
appropriately to commence these sermons, than 
that which you are now prepared to hear — The 
iBrnTENCB OF Chbistianity- on the Condition of 
Woman. 

Our FIRST attention must be directed, of course, 
to the condition of the sex beyond the boundaries of 
Christendom. 

It would seem, from the words of the original 
denouncement upon Eve for her transgression in 
eating the forbidden fruit, as if, while yet the first 
pair were innocent, there was a more entire equality 
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10 TOUKG woman's friend, 

of condition and rights than there was, and is, after 
the fall. "Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and 
he shall rule over thee." This sounds like some- 
thing penal, though perhaps some would regard it 
as merely predictive, and intended to describe the 
cruel and brutalizing tendency of sin, in turning 
man, who ought to be the loving companion of his 
wife, into a tyrant. How fearfully, if predictive, 
this sentence has been fulfilled, the degradation of 
woman — her wrongs, her sorrows, and her vices,' in 
many cases, most painfully attest. 

History, which will ever be found to accredit 
revelation, proves the fact that in most Pagan and 
Mohammedan nations, whether ancient or modem, 
woman has beec cruelly and wickedly sunk below 
her proper level in social and domestic life. 
" Hated and despised from her birth, and her birth 
itself esteemed a calamity — in some countries not 
even allowed the rank of a moral and responsible 
agent — so tenderly alive to her own degradation that 
she acquiesces in the murder of her female offspring 
— immured from infancy — without education — mar- 
ried without her consent — ia a multitude of in- 
stances sold by her parents — refused the confidence 
of her husband, and banished from his table — on 
his death doomed to the funeral pile, or to con- 
tempt that renders life a burden." In such a con- 
dition she has been the household drudge, or the 
mere object of passion. She has ministered to the 
gratification of man's indolence or appetites, but 
has not been his companion, his counselor, or his 
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INrLDBNCB OF 0URI811AN1TY. 11 

comforter. In barbarous countries, she has been a 
public slave; in civilized ones, very generally a 
kind of private mistress. Her mind has been left 
untaught, aa if incapable or unworthy of instruction. 
She has been not only imprisoned by jealousy in 
seclusion, but degrad.cd and i-endered vicious and 
miserable by polygamy— sometimes worshiped as 
a goddess, then fondled as a toy, then punished as a 
victim. She could never attain to dignity, and even 
with all her brightest charms, could rarely appear 
but with the beauty of a doll. 

Exceptions to this, of some extent, may be made 
in fevor of the polished Greeks and proud Romans ; 
but only to some extent ; for did time permit, and 
necessity require, it could he shown that even 
Athenian refinement and Roman virtue rarely gave 
to woman her just rank by the side other husband, 
or her proper place in his affection, esteem, and 
confidence. The laws of Rome, it is true, gave to 
woman greater liberty and consideration than she 
had before received ; still, she was so treated even 
there as to sink into degradation disgraceful to her 
purity, and destructive of her happiness. " No 
happy influence did she exert on the public or pri- 
vate welfare of the State. Politicians intrigued 
with her; ambition combined'with passion to cor- 
rupt her; and her liberty degenerated into licen- 
tiousness. Through her inBuence, the streets of the 
. capital were sometimes deluged with its best blood ; 
and to such an extent was her profligacy carried, 
that among the decrees which passed the Senate 
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13 TOnNG woman's friend. 

during the reign, of Tiberius, against the licentious- 
ness of female manners, it was ordaiBed, 'that no 
woman whose grandfather, father, or husband, was 
a Roman Imight, should be allowed to make her 
person venal.' The laws of a nation are an instruct- 
ive and faithful history of its manners. If such 
was the condition of a Roman baroness, what must 
have been that of the subordinate classes f 
Neither Paganism nor Mohammedanism ever yet 
understood the female character, or conceded wom- 
an's just claims. In many nations, the degrada- 
tion has been excessive. You remember, probably, 
the reply of a pagan mother, who, having been ex- 
postulated witli tor the murder of her female child, 
contended that she had performed an act of mercy 
in sparing the babe the miseries of a woman's life. 
Ail travelers and all missionaries attest the fact of 
woman's humiliation, beyond the boundaries of 
revelation.* 

If we go to the Bible, we shall learn that it is to 
Christianity, as distinct even from Judaism, that 

• The reader is referred for detailed statements of tlie 
oondilion of woman in Pagan and Mohammedao countries, 
to a very able and interesting worlt by my friend. Dr. Coi, 
of Hackney, entitled, " Female Scriptnre Biography, with 
an Essay oil what Chrialianity has done for Woman." At 
my instigation, I believe, the esteemed Author is about to 
publiali a new edition of this verj valuable work. It is to 
me surprising it should have been alloTred so long to re- 
main out of print. I am indebted to it for some of the 
ideas contained in this chapter, and am happy thus to au- 
noanoe its expected reappearance. 
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INFLUBNCE OP CHarSTIANITT. 13 

woman owes her true elevation. Polygamy is, and 
ever must be, fatal \o female dignity and happi- 
ness ; this, or at any rate concubinage, was prac- 
ticed, no doubt, from mistaken views, by the patri- 
archs, not that it was ever positively sanctioned by 
Grod, for, from the beginning, he made one woman 
for one man, and by the providential and extraor- 
dinary general equality of the sexes as to numbers, 
he still proclaims, in unmistakable language, the law 
of monogamy— but to use an expression of the 
apostle, " he winked at"* these things r he did not 
regard it as innocent or convenient, yet he did not 
say much about it, or punish it, but left it to pun- 
ish itself, which it most certainly did. If we ex- 
amine the Levitical code we shall find that even 
this, though a Divine dispensation, contained some 
regulations which evinced that the time of woman's 
full emancipation from a state of inferiority had not 
yet arrived : and that it was reserved for that glor- 
ious and gracious economy under which we are 
placed to raise the feraale sex into their just posi- 
tion and influence in society. Christianity, as in 
other things, so in this, is an enlargement of privi- 
lege; and among other blessings which it confers, is 
its elevation of woman to her proper place and in- 
fluence in the family and in society. 

Secondly, 1 now go on to consider what there 
is in Chriatianity that tends to elevate and improve 
the condition of woman. 

To the oppressive and cruel customs of Moham- 
• AetB sTii. SO. 
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melanism and Pagam'Jm, m their treatment of the 
female sex, Chri3tunit> presents a beautiful and 
lovely contrast , while to the partial restoration of 
female rights m Judaism, it adds a complete admis- 
s o ot the ^ ' It s the glo y ot o r holy 
rel g o a d b1 ows t to 1 e a en anit on f on the 
D V ne be eficence and the fr e d of h na ty at 
la ge that t s the e emy of oppress o e ery 
for and every cond t on and g ves to e erj one 
h s due It t anj-lcs o o ghts — t rese ts and 
resstsallwro ^ liut ot e of all the chldren 
of men s u ore dehted to ts e c ful ind equit- 
able legnthar vomaa F i Lh stai ty \oman 
las der ved her moral and so al nflue ce yea, 
almost ! er e v ex te ce aa a soc al be g The 
mnd of wo nan whch i y of the ph losophers, 
legiBlatori a d sages of ant qu ty had doomed to 
infer rty aid m>e tj Ch st anity has devel- 
oped Tl e go pel f Ch 'it the perso of its 
Divine founder, has descended into this neglected 
mine, which even wise men liad regarded as not worth 
the working, and brought up a priceless gem, flash- 
ing with the light of intelligence and glowing with 
the lovely hues of Christian grai.cs Chnstiamty 
has been the restoi'er of woman s plundeied rights 
and has furnished the brightest jewels in her pres- 
ent crown of honor. Her pre\ loua degradation tc- 
counts, in part at least, for the instability of early 
civilization. It is impossible ff i society to be per 
manently elevated where woman is debased and 
servile. Wherever females art, icaarded as inferior 
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beings, society contains within itself, not, indeed, 
the elements of dissolution, yet the obstructions of 
all solid improvement. It is impossible that insti- 
tutions and usages which trample upon all the very 
instincts of our nature, and violate the revealed 
law of God, should be crowned with ultimate suc- 
cess. - Society may change in its external aspeet, 
may exhibit the glitter of wealth — the refinements 
of taste — the embellishments of art, or the more 
valuable attainments of science and literature — but 
if the mind of woman remain undeveloped, her 
taste uncultivated, and her person enslaved, the so- 
cial foundations are insecure, and the cement of 
society is feeble. Wherever Christianity is under- 
stood and felt, woman is free. The gospel, like a 
kind angel, opens her prison doors, and bids her 
walk abroad and enjoy the sunlight of reason, and 
breathe the invigorating air of intellectual freedom. 
And in proportion as a pure Christianity prevails, 
tMa will he ever found to be the case. 

But all this is vague and general assertion. We 
now descend to the proof: 

I. Christianiiy elevates the condition of woman by 
its very genius as a system of universal eqmty and 
benevolence. When it descended from heaven (o 
earth, it was heralded into our world by the angel's 
song, " Glory to God in the highest ; and on earth, 
peace and good will to man," The ofTspring of In- 
finite Love, it partakes entirely of the spirit, and 
reflects the character of its Divine Parent. It is 
essentially and unalterably the enemy of all injus- 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



16 YOUNO WOMAN S FRIEND. 

tice, cruelty, and oppression ; and the friend of all 
that is just, kind, and courteous. The rough, the 
trutal, and the ferocious, are alien from its spirit; 
while the tender, the gentle, and the courteous, are 
entirely homogeneous with its nature. Tyranny, 
whether in the palace or the parlor, it frowns upon 
with indignant countenance, while it is the friend of 
liberty, and the patron of all rights. The man who 
understands its genius, and lives under its inspira- 
tion, whether he be a monarch, a master, a husband, 
or a fiither, must be a man of equity and love. 
Christianity inspires the purest chivalry — a chivalry 
shorn of vanity, purified from passion, elevated 
above frivolity — a chivalry of which the animating 
principle is love to God ; and the scene of its oper- 
ation the domestic circle, rather than the tourna- 
ment. He who is unjust or unkind to any one, 
especially to the weaker sex, betrays a total igno- 
rance of, or a manifest repugnance to, the practical 
influence of the gospel of Christ. It is a mistake to 
suppose that the faith of Jesus is intended only to 
throw its dim religious light over the gloom of the 
cloister, or to form the character of the devotee ; on 
the contrary, it is pre-eminently a social thing, and is 
designed as well as adapted to fovm a character 
which shall go out into the world in a spirit of uni- 
versal benevolence: to such a character the op- 
pressor or degrader of woman can make no preten- 

2. The incarnation of Christ tended to exalt the 
dignity of the female sex. His assuming humanity 
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INILDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 17 

has given a dignity to our nature which it had 
never received before, and could not'have riceived 
in any other way. Christ is " the Pattern Mav^' 
of our race, in whom ail the lines of humanity con- 
verge and unite, so far as the existence of our race 
goes. " When he took man's nature, he vouch- 
safed to ally himself to all the members of this ex 
tended series, by the actual adoption of that trans- 
mitted being, which related him to the rest. lie 
not only became like men and dwelt among them, 
but he became man himself — an actual descendant 
from their first progenitor.'' Se was made man. 
This is why the existence of haman nature is a thing 
BO precious. By the very manner of his birth, he 
seemed to associate himself with our nature. This 
appears to be the meaning of the apostle in his 
quotation of the eighth Psalm, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, to show the dignity conferred upon 
humanity by its being assumed hy so glorious a 
person as our Lord Jesus Christ in his divine 
nature was. If, then, manhood is honored by Christ 
assuming it, how much more is wcftnan exalted, 
who, in addition to this, was made the instrument 
of giving birth to the humanity of Christ ! 

It is emphatically said by the apostle, " When 
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, MAOB op a woman, made under the law." — 
Gal. iv. 4, In the person of the Virgin Mary, and 
by her giving birth to that holy Being that was 
bom of her, the sex was elevated. True, it was a 
personal distinction, that she should be the mother 
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of our Lord's humanity ; and though she has been 
by the apostate Church of Rome wickedly endlted 
into an object of idolatrous homage, all generations 
justly call her blessed. Yet the honor is not lim- 
ited to herself, but passes over to the sex which she 
represeated; and it is this to which the apostle 
alludes. He does not even, mention the honored 
individual, saya nothing of the Virgin Mary, but 
dwells upon the abstract, general term, "made of 
a woman " Every female on earth, from that day 
to this, has had a lelative elevation, by and in that 
wonderful transaction. Woman is not the mother 
of trod, as the Papists absui-dly, and, as I think, 
almost blasphemously, say ; but the mother of that 
humanity only whiih was mysteriously united with 
Dnmity. Does not this great fact say, "Let the 
sex which alone was concerned in giving birth to 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, be ever 
held in high estimation." 

3. The personal conduct of our Lord daring his 
ayourn upon earth, tended to exalt the female sex 
to a consideration before unknown. 

Follow Him through the whole of his earthly 
career, and mark the attention he most condescend- 
ingly paid to, and as condescendingly received from, 
the femaJe sex. He admitted them to his pres- 
ence, conversed familiarly with them, and accepted 
the tokens of tbeir gratitude, affection, and devoted- 
ness. See him accompanying his mother to the 
marriage-feast of Cana in Galilee. See him con- 
versing with the woman of Samaria, " instructing 
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her ignorance, endurit^ her petulance, correcting 
her mistakes, awakening her con scia^teon verting 
her soul, and afterward employin^^^Hs a mes- 
senger of mercy and salvation t^^^neighbors. 
See him rebuking hia disciples for discouraging 
the approach of mothers and their infants. See 
him compassionating the widow of Nain, and re- 
storing her son to life. See him in the little fern- 
ily of Bethany, blending his sympathies with tie 
berea^'ed sisters ; and on another occasion entering 
into femiliar conversation with this same Martha 
and Mary, faithfully rebuking one, and kindly com- 
mending the other. See him receiving the offerings 
of those women who ministered to him of their 
substance. Witness the attendance of pious wom- 
en upon him in the last scenes of his life. It 
was on Mary Magdalene that the honor of the first 
manifestation of the risen Saviour was made ; and 
thus a woman was preferred to apostles, and made 
the messenger of the blissful news to them. " The 
frequent mention," says Doddridge,_^' which is made 
in the evangelists of the generous couiage and zeal 
of some pious women in the service of Christ, and 
especially of the faithful and resolute constancy 
with wljieh they attended him in those last scenes 
of his suffering, might be very possibly intended 
to obviate that haughty and senseless contempt 
which the pride of men, often irritated by those 
vexations to which their own irregular passions 
have exposed them, has in all ages affected to throw 
on that sex, which probably, in the sight of God, 
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constituted by far the better half of mankinc!, and 
to whose Jfl^nd tenderness the wisest and best 
of men Sl^Hy owe, and ascribe much of the 
daily oomfo^md enjoyment of their lives." 

Compare this behavior toward the sex, the chaste, 
holy, dignified conduct of our Lord, with the polyg- 
amy licentiousness, and impurities of Mohammed ; 
not merely as evidence of thdr claims, but as re- 
gards their influence upon the condition of woman ; 
while thp one does every thing by example and by 
precept to corrupt, to debase, and to degrade, the 
other does every thing to purify, to elevate, and to 
bless. The conduct of the Arabian enthusiast and 
impostor, and not less the boast of his followers 
and admirers, are too revolting for description— al- 
most for allusion. But, on the contrary, what one 
syllable of the Saviour's utterance, or what one 
scene of his life was there which tainted the im- 
maculate purity of hia language, or left the slight- 
est stain upon the more than snow-like sanctity of 
his character? What part of his conduct might 
not bo unvailed and described before a company of 
the most modest, and most delicate, and even most 
prudish-minded females in existenc«? His treat- 
ment of woman raised her from her degradation 
without exalting her above her level. He rescued 
her from oppression without exciting her vanity, 
and invested her with dignity without giving her 
occasion for pride. He allowed her not only to 
come into his presence, but to minister to his com- 
fort, and inspired her with awe, while he coneiliat«d 
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her grateful and reverent affection, and thus taught 
man tow to behave to woman, and what return 
woman was to make to man. Tj^konduct of 
Jesus Christ toward the female ses,"BB one of the 
most attractive excellences of his beautiful charac- 
ter, though perhaps one of the least noticed ; and 
to him thej' must ever point, as not only the Sa- 
viour of thei]' souls, but as the advocate of their 
rights, and the guardian of their peace. 

4, The virtual alioliiion of polygamy by Christi- 
anity is a vast improvement in the condition of 
woman. Wherever this prevails, and as long as it 
prevails, the female sex must ever be in a state of 
degradation and misery. "Experience has abun- 
dantly and painfully proved that polygamy debases 
and brutalizes both the body and the soul, and 
renders society incapable of those generous and re- 
fined affections, which, if duly cultivated, would be 
found to be the inheritance even of our fallen na- 
ture. Where is an instance in which polygamy 
has not been the source of many and bitter calami- 
ties in the domestic circle and in the state 1 Where 
has it reared a virtuous and heaven-taught progeny ? 
Where has it been distinguished for any of the 
moral virtues, or, rather, where has it not been dis- 
tinguished for the most fearful degeneracy of man- 
ners?" By this practice, which has prevailed so 
extensively through nearly all countries and all 
ages where Christianity was not known, marriage 
loses all its tenderness, its sanctity, and its recipro- 
cal confidenc* — the cup of connubial felicity is ex- 
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changed for l.hat of mere animal pleasure — woman 
panders to the appetite of man, instead of minis- 
tering to t^komfort— and the home assumes much 
of the charWIr of a brothel. There may be sev- 
eral mistresses, but there can be only one wife, and 
tliough there may be mothers, they are without a 
mother's affection ; presenting a scene of endless 
envy and- jealousy, before which domestic comfort 
must ever retii'e, to make way for mere sensual 
gratification. No stimulus to improvement — to 
fidelity — to ambition to please, can be felt, where 
the individual may be supplanted the next month 
by a new favorite. And thus there is do room and 
little occasion for the display of those virtues which 
constitute female honor. Hero, then, is' the glori- 
ous excellence of Christianity ; inasmuch as it re- 
vives and re-establishes the original institute of mar- 
riage — restores to woman her fortune, her person, 
her rank, and thus her happiness, of all which she 
has been cheated liy polygamy, and has thus raised 
the condition of the female sex to the elevation to 
which they were destined by their wise and benefi- 
cent Creator, True it is that Christianity has not 
by direct, explicit, and positive precept, effected 
this great change, so beneficial not only to the sex, 
but to society, yet it has done so by an implication 
so clear aa not to be mistaken as to the reality of the 
fact, nor to be resisted as to its obligation. All its 
provisions, its precepts, and its promises, go on the 
supposition of each man who is a husband being the 
husband but of one wife. 
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And we would here take occasion to remark 
with emphdsia upon the adaptat on of (.hn&tixiity 
to pre mote the nellheing of the t-^/Kinmty at 
hr^e, by advocating and protecting fle rights of 
all, by opposing all those evil practice* wh oh in 
sinuate mischief and misery into the gre'it human 
famdy , and bj upholding those mstitutions which 
in their turn uphold the interests of nations The 
springs of national ppospe ty ri'ie from beneath the 
fimilv heirth — the domestii, constitution is the 
mould where national character is ast — and that 
mould must of necessity lake its lorm from the 
unity, the aanet ty and iniiolab lity of marriage 

5 The jealousy with wktch Christiamly guards 
Ike saitehiff of the marriage tie must ever bp regird 
ed as having a fe\orable influence upon the condi 
tion of woman Let this be rel<ixed or impaired, 
and that mrment woman sinks n dignity, in purity, 
and in happiness Theie have been nations in 
which the facility of divorce took the place of polyg- 
amy, and of course, was accompanied with some 
of its vices, and many of its miseries too. This 
was eminently the case witJi ancient Rome. It is 
true this applied rather to Rome in the time of the 
Empire, than during the continuance of the Repub- 
lic, examples of which will be found in the annals 
of its history, aiid allusions to it in the pages of its 
poets. Let the nuptial tie he weakened, and the 
wife lives in perpetual fear that her union is placed 
in jeopardy by a law of which her husband may 
take advantage, and at the instigation of passion or 
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caprice dissolve the bond — and without either pen 
alty, remorse, or shiine dismiss hei fiom her home 
— and ther^^ an end to her petce, and perhaps to 
her purity. J^'or it i« to be recollected that it is 
she who ha'5 most to dreid from the licence of 
divorce. She is likely to be the \Ktmi of such a 
liberty. With whit devout and reverential grati 
tude should she turn then to that Divme Teacher, 
who has interposed with his owa personal authority 
to strengthen the marriage bond, and to guard it 
from being severed at the demand of illicit passion, 
or the dictates of humor or caprice. How should 
she rejoice to hear Him say, " Whoever shall put 
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, cominitteth adultery ; and whoso 
marrieth her that is put away, doth commit adult- 
ery."-— Matt, xis. 9. The indulgence granted to 
the Jews of greater latitude and liberty in thia 
matter, was thus suspended by Christianity ; a 
greater security provided for woman's honor and 
felicity ; and a broader basis laid for domestic har- 
mony and happiness. If it were only for this, 
Christianity deserves the gratitude of mankind. It 
is only half its glory that it has abolished the cus- 
tom of many wives ; its crowning achievement is 
that it has protected the rights, the dignity, and the 
comfort of the one wife. It has shut out intruders 
from her home, and guaranteed the safe and perma- 
nent poseession of it to herself. 

6. I may surely mention the equal participation 
of religious hlessinga to which women are admitted 
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by the Christian religion. How explicitly and how 
firmly has the s^oatle claimed for woman all the 
blessings obtained by Christ foi- the human race, 
where he says, " There is neither Je^Tnor Greek ; 
there is neither bond nor free ; there is neither male 
nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." — Gal. 
iii. 28. There is woman's charter of all the blessings 
of salvatlon^there is woman's proof of equal con- 
sideration ill the sight of God — there is woman's 
cl^m to equal rank in the institutes of man. There 
is not a blessing necessary to eternal life, which 
they do not receive in the same measure and in the 
same manner as the other ses. There ia a popular 
tradition among the Mahommedans, which is prer- 
ftlent among them to this day, that women are not 
permitted to enter Paradise; the houris of that 
region being a special creation for the purpose. 
What a d^radation is there in such an idea : this 
Mohammedanism, and it is in its own spirit, and 
harmonizes with its own genius, which regards 
woman more as the slave of man's passions, than as 
the companion of his life. Christianity places the 
wife by the side of the husband — the daughter by 
the side of the father — the sister by the side of the 
brother — aad the maid by the side of the m'stress 
—at the alUr of the family— in the meeting of the 
church — at the table of the Lord — and in the con- 
gregation of the sanctuary. Male and female meet 
together at the cross, and will meet in the realms 
of glory. Can any thing more effectually tend to 
raise and sustain the condition of woman than this 1 
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God in all his conduct — Christ in his glorious un 
dertaliing — and the Holy Spirit in his gracious 
work — give her her proper place in the world, by 
giving her a proper place in the ehui-ch. It is for 
ker with peculiar emphasis to say, " God, who is 
rich in mercy for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, hath raised us up together, and made us ait 
together in heaveDly places," — Ephes. ii, 4r-6. 

Well have women understood their privileges, 
for look into our congregations and churches, and 
see how largely they are composed of females. 
How many more of theii' sex than of the other 
avail themselves of the offer of gospel mercy, and 
come under the influence of religion. It is ia the 
female bosom, however we may account for the 
feet, that piety finds a home on earth. The door 
of woman's heart is often thrown wide open to re- 
ceive this divine guest, when man refuses it an en- 
trance. And it is hy thus yielding to the power 
of godliness, and reflecting upon others the beauties 
of holiness, that she maintains her standing and her 
influence in society. Under the sanctifying power 
of religion she ascends to the glory not only of an 
intelligent, but of a spiritual existence — not only 
gladdens by her presence the solitary hours of 
man's existence, and beguiles, by her converse and 
sympathy, the rough and tedious paths of life; but 
in some measure new-modifies, purifies, and sancti- 
fies him by making him feel how awful goodness is. 

7. But the finishing stroke which Christianity 
gives in elevating the condition of women, is, 6y ««- 
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viting and employing their energies and irifluenee in 
promoting the spread of religion in the world; and 
thus carrying out, through them also, the great pur- 
poses of God in the redemption of the world by the 
mission of liis Son. To thera, in common with others, 
the apostle says, " That ye also may have fellowship 
with us ; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Sou Jesus Christ." — 1 John i. 3, The 
honor so liberally hesCowod upon the pious women 
of antiquity, in ministering to the personal wants 
of the Saviour, and in being so constantly about his 
person, was the least of those distinctions designed 
for thera by our holy I'eligion. They bear an ex- 
alted place in those acts and offices which were car- 
ried on for the setting up of Christ's kingdom in 
the world. How instructive and impressive is it to 
hear an spostle say, " Help those women which la- 
bored with me in the gospel," — Phil. iv. 3. What 
a register of names and offices of illustrious females 
do we find in Romans xvl. Priscilla, Paul's helper ; 
" Mary, who bestowed much labor upon us ;" " Try- 
phena and Tryphosa, who labored in the Lord." 
"Phebe, the servant of the church at Cenchrea," 
who was sent to the church at Kome, and intrusted 
with so momentous a commission as to bear to that 
community of Christians the Epistle to the Romans, 
which, if we may lawfully compare one portion of 
.Scripture with another, is the most precious portion 
of divine revelation. In addition to all this, there can 
be but little doubt that in the primitive church, not 
only were women occasionally endowed by the 
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spirit with the inira«uIous gifts of prophesying, but 
were also employed in the office of deaconesses. 
The Christian church, in modern times, has gone 
. backward in the honor put upon the female chai-ao- 
ter. The primitive age of Chi'istinnity was in ad- 
vance of ours in the respect thus paid to the female 
sex, by officially employing them in the services of 
the church, and ia the wisdom which made use of 
such available and valuable resources. It has been 
said that the usages of society have somewhat 
changed since that time, so as to render the ser- 
vices of women less necessary now than they were 
then. The friendly and social intercourae of the 
s X s a more restricted, and females were kept in 
great lusion. Some truth, no doubt, there is ia 

the a tions ; but perhaps not so much as is bv 
8f n ma^ ned. Both general and sacred history 
p nt th m to us mingling in the society, and 
shan g th occupations of the other sex, 

Te R We now remark that not only does 

Ch an ty thus tend, by its own nature and pro- 
s n exalt the female character, but it Ms ac- 
mpl h d this wherever it has prevailed. If we 
n It th pages of history, whether ancient or 
n od rt — whether Eastern or Western, we shall iind 
that wherever the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has been successful, there has it achieved the eman- 
cipation of woman from her thralldom, and rescued 
her from degradation. 1 refer to modern Europe 
in proof of this, and to America. And may I not 
affirm that this emancipation and elevation are in 
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proportion to the purity of that Christianity whieli 
has thus been diffused ? Is it not a triumph and 
a trophy of Christianity to be able to point to the 
most polished nations of the globe as being, at any 
iB,t^, professedly Christian; and at the same time to 
say, "Look at the improved condition of the female 
sex?" What a contrast is in this respect presented 
in those countries to all Pagan and Mohammedan 
nations. 

If we refer to the records of modem missions, 
■we shall find abundant proof of what the gospel 
does for the elevation of the female character. It 
has abolished the suttee in India, and the widow is 
no longer immolated on the same pile which con- 
sumes her departed husband. It has stopped the 
suicidal prostration before the idol's car in Ceylon — 
the drudgery of the wives of all savage tribes — the 
incarcerating seclusion of Mohammedan and Pagan 
nations — the polygamy, the infanticide, and the 
concubinage of all countries whither it has gone. 
Yes, Christianity in various parts of the world has, 
in modem times, proved itself woman's emancipa- 
tor and friend in many, very many thousand instan- 
ces. It has brought woman from under the disas- 
trous influence of the pale ci'escent of the impostor 
of Mecca, and placed hei m all the nradiating and 
enlivening splendor of the Sun of Eighteonsness. 
It has rescued her from whit I mutt couKider the 
baleful power of thu ciucifi\, and thronn over her 
the elevating atti-^ctinna if the cross 

But there is another and i more familiar way, 
3* 
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and one nearer home, in which we may see how 
Christianity, even in this Christian and Prutestant 
nation, has benefited anc! raised tie condition of 
millions of once wretched and degraded wumcn ; 
made such not by Iheir own misconduct, but by 
the vices and cruelty of their husbands. How 
many wives have been reduced to a kind of domes- 
tic slavery by the drunkenness, the infidelity, and 
tyranny of those who had pledged themselves to 
love and cherish them. Christianity, in its power, 
has, in myriads of instances, laid hold of the hearts 
of these men, and change'd fhem fiom vice to holi- 
ness ; -and now, the /tusband is as much changed as 
the man, and among other evidences of the reality 
of the change, and the manifestations of its excel- 
lence, is his altered conduct at home, where woman 
becomes his wife, instead of being his drudge, hia 
slave, and his victim. Christianity has thus cai-ried 
out its genius and its precepts into the actual ele- 
vation of the female character wherever it has gone. 
The chivalry of the dark and middle ages, whimsi- 
cal as the institution seemed, which combined re- 
ligion, valor, and gallantry, no doubt did something 
to accomplish this end. I do not dispute the truth 
of the remarks made by a French writer, quoted 
in a popular work entitled, " Woman's Mission," 
where he says, that women, shnt up in their cas- 
tellated towers, civilized the warriors who despised 
their weakness, and rendered less barbarous the 
passions and the prejudices which they themselves 
shared. It was they who directed the savage pas. 
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sions and brute foice to an unsJfish aim — tho de- 
fense of the weak, and added to courage the only 
virtue then recognized — humanitj . But even chiv- 
alry derived its existence, in some measure, from 
religion And, aftei all, hov, inferior in its nature, 
and how different in ita influence, was this system 
of romance, to the dignified piinciples and holy 
influence of Chi i^lnnitj ' It did very well to figure 
at the joust and the tournament, in the hall of the 
baron, and in the cirde of the fair; but its influ- 
ence in the domestic scene was still slight as com- 
pared with that of the institutions of the New Test- 
ament. It was idther tho romance of female 
rights and pnvileges, tban a concession of them 
made hj intelligence, a ^ense of justice, and an 
obedience to the Divine authority ; and it may be 
questioned whether many an illustrious Icnight did 
not, when the hour of imagination had passed away, 
and the ardor of passion had cooled, in the absence 
of Christian principles, crush and break the heart 
which he had been so anxious to win. It is the 
glory of Cliristianity that it supplies principles 
which are rooted in the soul, and sway the con- 
science, instead of appeals to the imagination, the 
senses, and the passions ; and that instead of lead- 
ing its possessor to expend his admiration of woman 
amid the exciting scenes of public amusement, it 
teaches and influences him first of all to contem- 
plate her where her charms are leas meretriciously 
adorned — in the retirement of social intercourse, 
and there to enjoy them, within the hallowed cir 
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cle of domestic life. It allows of no senseless ado- 
ration like that which chivalry promoted, and 
which, from its very excess, is likely to be follow- 
ed with recoil or collapse. What Christianity does 
for woman is, to fit her oeither to be the goddess 
nor the slave, but the friend and companion of man, 
and to teach man to consider her in tiiis honorable 
and amiable aspect. 

It is now quit* time to consider what practical 
inferences are to be deduced from this subject. 
And, 

1. Do we no( see in it a beautiful exhibition of 
the transcendent excellence of our holy religion? In 
every view we can take of Christianity, whether 
we contemplate its aspect towiard another world or 
this, in its relations to God or society, in its sub- 
lime doctrines, or its pure morality, we see a form 
of inimitable beauty, sufficient to captivate every 
heart but that which is petrified by false philosophy, 
avowed infidelity, or gross immorality. But never 
does it appear more lovely than in its relation to 
woman. What egitit)/ in holding the balances so 
impartially between the sexes ! What kindness in 
throwing its shield over the weaker vessel ! What 
wisdom in sustaining the rank and claims of these 
whose influence is so important to society, and yet 
so limiting those claims that they shall not be car- 
ried to such a length as to defeat their own end ! 
What nice discrimination in fining her place where 
her power can be most advantageously employed 
for the cultivation of her own virtues, and the ben- 
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daism, with which it must ever be associated as con- 
taining a full development of the great truths con- 
tained in the symbols of that eeremonia! dispensa- 
tion ; though, as we have already shown, even thia 
is behind the higher excellence of the Christian econ- 
omy. We have already seen how both Moham- 
medanism and Paganism degrade the female char- 
acter and sex. It would seem, therefore, that man, 
left to himself, would never have set up a religion 
which dealt equitably and kindly with the female 
sex. And what has infidelity, without a religion, 
done for them? What would it do for them? 
Degrade them by demoralizing them. The patrons 
of impurity and licentiousness — infidels at heart — 
' Dr. Coi'9 Esany. 
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have put on the cloak of the phiioaopher, and max- 
ims the moKt licentious have found their way into 
works of pretended morality, and have been incul- 
cated with the airs of a moral sage. Atheism, the 
most undisguised, has made its appearance, and 
alas, ^as ! that it should boast of a well-known 
priestess to conduct its homage at the shrine and 
upon the altar of chance ! Before skepticism had 
reached this depth of error, and arrired at these 
gloomy regions of a godless void — while yet it lin- 
gered on the shores of deism, it manifested its de- 
moralizing tendency. Hume taught that adultery, 
when known, was a slight offense ; and when un- 
known, no offense at all. Bolingbroke openly and 
violently attacked every important truth, and every 
serious duty. Particularly he licensed lewdness, 
and cut up chastity and decency by the roots. 
Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, the niost serious of the 
early English deists, declared that the indulgence 
of lust is no more to be blamed than the thirst of 
a fever, or the drowsiness of lethargy. Nor have 
modern infidels been behind their predecessors. 
Godwin and Owen have attacked the marriage tie. 
And let the annals of the first Prench Revolution, 
that terrible eruption froni the volcano of atheism, 
tell by the history of Mirabeau, its type, both as 
regards politics and morals, what infidelity would 
do to corrupt and degrade the female sex. Woman's 
virtue, dignity, honor, and happiness, are nowhere 
safe but under the protection of the Word of Glod. 
The Bible is the egis of the female sex. Beneath 
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this protection she is secure in her rights, her dig- 
iiity, and her peace. It is her vine and fig-tree, 
under which, in calm repose, she may enjoy the 
shade of the one, and relish the fruit of the other, 
none daring to make her afraid. It protects ber 
purity from taint, and her peace from disturbance. 
Let woman know her friend, and her enemy too. 
An infidel of either sex is the foe of our species, 
either individually or collectively viewed; but a 
female infidel is the most dangerous and destruct- 
ive of the furies, from whom, in the prosecution 
of her suicidal career, the virtuous of her sex recoil 
with horror, and whom the vicious regard as the 
ahettor, it may he, the unintentional one, of their 
crimes. Woman ! i-egard thy Saviour for the next 
world as thine emancipator for this present one ; 
love the Bible as the charter of thy liberty, and the 
guardian of thy bliss ; and consider the church of 
Christ as thine asylum fi'om the wrongs of oppres- 
sion, and the arts of seduction. 

3. Let woman seek to discharge her oblif/ations 
to Christiamty. Griteful she ought to be, for im- 
mense are the favors which have been conferred 
upon her. It is enough to demand her thankfulness, 
that in common with man, she is the object of di- 
vine love, redeeming mercy, and the subject of im- 
mortal hope ; hut in addition to this, she is rescued 
from oppression and exalted to honor in the present 
world. In regard to this, your obligations to Chris- 
tianitj- are immense. You owe infinitely more to 
it than you ever reflect upon, or than you will ever 
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be able to cancel. Often as you look round upon 
your condition in society, and especially as often as 
you contrast your situation with that of women in 
Pagan countries, let a glow of gratitucle warm your 
heart and add intensity to the fervor with which 
you exclaim, "Precious Bible." Yes, doubly pre- 
cious to you, as your friend for both worlds. How 
shall woman discharge her obligations? In two 
ways, rirst, in yielding up her heart and life to the 
influence and service of her benefactor — in the way 
of fmth, holiness, and divine love. Female piety is 
the best^ the only sincere expression of female grat- 
itude to God. An irreligious woman is also an un- 
grateful one. She that lovea not Chi-ist, whomso- 
ever else she may love, and however chaste and 
pure that love may be, is living immeasurably be- 
low her obligations, and has a stain of guilt upon 
her heart and her conscience which no other virtue 
can efface or conceal. 

Her obligations should also be discharged by 
seeking to extend that benign system to others 
which has exerted so beneficial an influence upon 
herself. Of all the supporters of our missionary 
schemes, whether they are formed to evangelize the 
heathen abroad, or reform the sinful at home, wom- 
en should be, as indeed they generally are, the 
most zealous, the most liberal, and the most prayer- 
ful supporters. Wherever she turas her eye over 
the distant regions of our earth, at least wherever 
Paganism or Mohammedanism throw their baleful 
shadow — and alas ! how large a portion of the earth 
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that is — there she beholds her sex degraded and 
oppressed. From China's yast domain — from In- 
dia's sunny plains — frora Persia's flowery gardens 
— from the snows of Arctic regions — from the ster- 
ile deserts of Arabia — and from, the burning line of 
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eubjeotioa unto tieir own hustanda."— 1 Pitbb, id. 6. 

It will probably be objected against some of the 
subjects seSected for this course of Sermons, that 
they are not exclusively appmpriate to the class of 
pera n t h mth } addressed — that is, Yovng 
W m n Th h far from being a fault, 

is an 11 n M nditions of human life 

ar p p e d 1 not only some proximate 
ob p d du J with them, but also 

som ul n a h ch the others look on- 

w d nd h h Id lead persons to the right 

di ha \ k I ge of their obligations, 

m b f h h ture as well as the pre- 

sent, especiallj whi.n iho due preparation for the 
remote must not only be made in the present, but 
must be considered to a considerable extent the ob- 
ject and design of the present. Neither childhood 
nor youth is an ultimate condition of human exis- 
tence, but each leads on, looks to, and prepares for 
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manhood or womanhood. Surely it must be appro 
"priate then to those who are alreiidy arrived at adult 
age, or are fust appi'oaching it, to have the whole 
view of their future eonditioii laid before them, at 
least in general outline. How else can they pre- 
pare for it? 

Those to whom the following discourses are ad- 
dressed, are supposed to have arrived at that period 
of 3'outli, when the judgment is sufficiently matured 
and reflective to be capahle of studying and appre- 
cittting their future relations and duties, and who, 
therefore, ought to have the suhject laid before 
them. Who can be rightly educated for any future 
situation, from whom it is concealed til! all ita ob- 
ligations and responsibilities burst suddenly upon 
them? True, there is in some minds an almost in- 
stinctive kind of perception of what is pi-oper to be 
done in any new conjuncture of circumstances, so 
that almost without training, they are prepared for 
whateier situation is before them. But this is not 
the ca^ie with all. The greater number of mankind 
must, as fii as po^siiile, be trained for the various 
situations of life As in the education of a boy, 
espeoiallj when learning a fride or profession, the 
future good tradesman, master, father, and citizen, 
must be set before him as that for nhich he must 
prepaie himselt, so in the tinning of young wom- 
en, the whole of woniniihood, m its full expansion, 
ripened eiieellences and complete relations, ohhga 
tions, and responsibilities must be laid befoie them 
We know that theie is much which can be learned 
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only from experience, yet is there much also that 
may be learned by obsei-vatioii, reading, and reflec- 
tion. Mothers and governesses, authors and preach- 
ers, who take up the subject, should ever bear in re- 
collection that the girl is to develop in the woman ; 
and in teaching the girl, should ever have their eye 
fixed ultimately upon the woman, and should with 
all possible earnestness fix the eye of the girl also 
upon her future womanhood. Not that she is to be 
so taken up with the remote as to neglect the prox- 
imate—the future as to neglect the present — or i,o 
acquire that precocious matronly air and gravity 
which shall repress the aj^dor and vivacity of youth, 
and by anticipated cares and solicitudes go out to 
meet half-way the coming troubles of life, Eemem- 
ber, then, my young female friends — and the lesson 
can not he too deeply impressed upon your minds — 
that the seeds of woman's life-long excellences must 
be sown in the spring-time of life ; and it must be 
done in part by her own hand, though aided and 
taught by others to prepare the soil. The very 
flowers of womanly excellence she would have to 
gi'ow in her future character, must be previously and 
carefully selected, and be contemplated and anticipa- 
ted by her in all their full-blown beauty and their 
richest fragrance, even while she is yet in youth. 

With these remarks as our justification in present- 
ing to the younger of the sex, what in fact appertains 
to the more advanced in years, we now advance to 
the subject of the present sermon. 

When we consider the importance of woman in 
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the great human family, it would be strange if in a 
volume given by inspiration of God for regulating 
the conduct, and promoting the happiness of man- 
kind, she had no place assigned to her, commensu- 
rate with the influence she is destined to exert. The 
Bible gives lis an account of the origin and constnjc- 
tion of society, and is designed, among other and 
still higher purposes, to direct its movements and 
promote its welfare. This it could not do, if it left 
out woman ; or if it failed to bring her prominently 
forward, or did not prescribe with much form and 
detail, her rank, her mission, and her duties. In the 
coins which were stmckin the reigns of our William 
and Mary, when the wife was queen regnant as well 
as queen consort, the busts of both husband and 
wife were represented on the face of the coin — the 
king in front, and the queen next — so if a frontis- 
piece were designed for the human history of the 
Bible, man and woman should be exhibited in some- 
thing of a similar manner, with this inscription round 
the two-fold portrait— Male and Feualb created 
Hb them. 

The subject of this Sermon was entered upon in 
the last; it will be here continued and expanded 
into wider dimensions. Man, of course, is the chief 
subject of revealed truth. He occupies there, as he 
does in society, the first place. More is said of him, 
to him, and by him, than applies to woman. He is 
the prime actor, but not the sole one, in the great 
drama of Providence, as it is developed in the pages 
of inspii-afiort. His companion in pilgrimage is 
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brought forward into notice, and does not sink into 
hia shadow, or peep out occasionally only from be- 
hind his more portly form and loftier stature. Her 
name and history, her virtues and vices, her services 
and sorrows, occupy a considerable space in the holy 
canon. She has no right to complain that she is 
overlooked or forgotten, or that she » thrust into a 
comer and hidden from observation. There is more 
than enough said about her to make her contented. 
She ought to be thankful, and without divine grace, 
niay even be tempted to be vain. She can not be 
depi'ived of self-respect, or of the respect of others, 
on account of the manner in which she is treated in 
the Sci-iptures. In this respect the Bible stands a 
bright and beautiful contrast to the Koran, 

We shall first of all advert to the account which 
the Bible gives of woman's creation and fall, in the 
book of Genesis. We would, in passing, remark, 
that it is to revelation, and to that alone, we are in- 
debted for our knowledge of the origin of the hunaan 
species. Without the Mosaic account of the creation, 
we know neither the date nor the source of the iaxa- 
ily of man. There is no other oracle which can 
give a response to the question, " Whende came we ?" 
This furnishes an answer, and satisfies the inquirer: 
but not as some would pretend, with a mere allegor- 
ical history, but with a veritable fact. I need not 
recite the details of the scenes <: f Paradise, but only 
refer to them. It is at once a beautiful and a mel- 
ancholy record, Wc there see woman as she came 
from the hand of the Creatoi-, with a body that com- 
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bined evei-y cLirni wliich could captivate the being 
for whose companionship she was designed, and a 
soul that comprehended every virtue that could adorn 
the character, and make her an object of reverent 
affection. Her creation was peculiar, but not un- 
worthy the Great Being that made her, of herself, 
or of him from whose own body she was derived. 
Her very origin seemed to dignify both her husband 
and herself She was a part of his own frame. 
Here was his honor. She was formed of organized 
and vitalized matter, and not of mere dust— here 
was her distinction. Who can describe, or who con- 
ceive the thoughts or emotions of this holy pair at 
their first interview ? Our great bard has attempted 
it in his immortal verse, where he says, 

" I beteld her, not far off, 
Such as I saw her in my drea.ni, fidorn'd 
With what all earth or heaven could bestow 
To make her amiable; on she oamo. 
Led by her heavenly Maker, though unseen. 
And guided by Hia voice — 
Grace was in all her aleps, heaven in her eye. 
In every gesture; dignity and love. 
I, overjoy'd, could not forhear aloud — 

—Thou hast fulfill'd 
Thy words, Creator bouuteoua and benign, 
Giver of all things fair ! But fairest this 
Of all thy gifta ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of wy flesh, myself 
Before me : Woman ia her name ; of man 
. Estraetod ; for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere ; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul," 
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Painters and sculptors have joined with poets, to re- 
present to the senses and the imagination the first 
woman, in all her untainted loveliness. It is the 
Scriptures, be it Jecollected, that supplies to them 
all the enrapturing subject of their ai't. 

Thus far we see woman, man's companion, in ho- 
liness and bliss, tenanting with him the Garden of 
Eden, enjoying its beauties, and helping to preserve 
them. With him, joining in the morning song and 
vesper hymn. Confessing no sin, for they had com- 
mitted none; pouring out no sorrow, for they felt 
none ; and disburdening tiiemselves of no care, for 
none pressed upon them. All was praise, while 
their own notes of thanksgiving, blended with the 
melodies of the grove and the music of the fields, 
caused even tlie ear of God to listen with delight, 
and to say, " It is all very good." 

Alas, how soou and how suddenly changed this 
scene of Paradisaic bliss! Man was placed in Eden 
not as we shall be in heaven, if we are so happy as 
to reach it, ia a state of confiijned happiness ; hut 
as we are now upon earth, in a condition of proba- 
■ tion. His submission to God must be tested ; and 
this was done in a manner fhnt exactly suited his 
condition. A gai-den became his state of innocence 
as a residence ; and the fruit of a particular tree 
equally well suited his circumstances for the proof 
of his entire and implicit sulgection. The test was 
as easy as it was rational and suitable. Traditions 
of the state of primeval felicity ai-c current among 
many nations. They are discoverable in Grecian 
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and Roman history, in the fables of the gardens of 
Flora, of Alcinous, aud of the Hesperides; and in 
the pleasing fiolion of the poet's golden age. To in- 
duce Adam to eat of the forbidden fruit was the 
scheme of Satan for his fiiU, It is difficult to con- 
ceive in what other way ho eou&f tempt them. And 
how did he succeed ? You know the melancholy 
sequel. The assault of the tempter was made upon 
woman. She « as the selected victim of his wiles. 
It is evident, therefore, that he regarded her, while 
in a state of innocence, os more liltely and easily to 
be vanquished than man ; and thus considered her, 
even then, as the weaker vessel. At the same time, 
does it not seem as if he had marked her out from 
the beginning, as the chief instrument for accom- 
plishing his future purposes of mischief toward the 
family of man? Events have justified the sagacity 
of his malignity : for to her influence how much may 
be traced of the crimes and calamities which desolate 
our earth. He saw in the conduct of the first pair 
the love which woman inspires and cherishes, and 
was confident that if he could subdue her, he might 
leave her to subdue the man. 

The apostle in referring to this event says, " Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
was first in the transgression."— 1 Tim.ii. 14. From 
the very creation, woman has shown a feebler power 
of resistance, a greater pliancy of disposition, than 
man. How Satan should know this, we are not in- 
formed; but that he did know it, is evident from 
his commencing the assault on Eve instead of Adam. 
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The passage just quoted seems to implj' all this. It 
is not meant that Adam did not sin, and was not 
deceived by the tempter, hut that the woman oppo- 
sed a feebler resistance to the temptation than lie 
would have done ; and that the temptation, as ap- 
plied to her mind, would have been ineffectual on 
him. To tempt and seduce him to stii, there needed 
all the soft persuasions, the entreaties, and example 
of his wife. Satan understood this, and approached 
man not with the specious argument of the serpent, 
but through the allurements of his wife. Soiuo have 
supposed that Adam was not at all deceived by the 
tempter; that he saw at once all his suggestions 
were lies ; but that foreseeing what Eve had done, 
how she had plunged herself into ruin, he, out of 
mere love to her, and with his eyes open, determined 
to share her fate. But the apostle's words do not 
necessarily convey this ; but merely that he was not 
deceived ^rs^ nor directly, by the temptei', but afer, 
and by his wife. Her fall was occasioned by the 
deception of Satan alone ; his by the deception of 
Satan, aided bj the persuasion of the woman.* 

Secondly. Having considered the Scriptural ac- 
count of woman's condition at the creation, and the 
means by which, through her, the human race was 
brought into its present state of sin aad misery, we 
may next notice the very explicit and frequent men- 
tion which is made in the Scripture of her nunierovs 
relations in social life, vnth tite descriptions it gives 
of her various characters. It certainly tends deeply 
* See Barnes's Note on tbe pass^ie. 



Ho^twGooglc 



WOMAN S ri.ACB IN ECEIPIURE. 47 

to impress us with the importance of wojnaii, and 
to raise her in her own and in our estimation, to see 
how every one of her relations is constantly brought 
before ns on the sacred page, as if the duties con- 
nected with each were of vast consequence to society. 
Not one is omitted : all are recognized and dwelt 
upon. Woman is ever before us in one or other of 
her many relations to the community. 

Not only is there much said about the son, but 
also about the daughter. This relationship is not 
only included in the generic term uf eliildre/i, hat it 
is also set out by itself in its own ipecies How 
commonly is it mentioned in connection with the 
children of the other sex, and "the sons and tho 
daughters" are spoken of, A beautLful mstance of 
which we have in the words of the P•-»lml^t, "That 
our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; 
and our daughters may be as comei stones, polished 
afier the similitude of a palace." Or, "as corner 
pillars, wrought like those of a palace," that is, in 
their fittest and best pi'oportions,combiningstrength, 
beauty, and symmetry, both of body and of soul ; 
than which, no comparison can be more elegant and 
delicate. In the exquisite poetry of the Hebrews, 
how commonly is this relationship employed as the 
metaphor of countries, states, and cities! Jerusalem 
comes before us as " Ike daughter of Zion" some- 
times jubilant in her prosperity, and then, as in the 
lamentations of Jeremiah, covered with sackcloth 
and bathed in tears. 

The word bister occurs almost in every portion 
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of the Word of God, like a floweret, lowly aud 
lovely amid otliere of lai^er growth and more im- 
posing form and color. How sweet and gentle a 
spij-it is sometimes seen in that sister's form amid 
her brothers' more robnst ones ; and what a softening 
influence does the spell of her fescinnting tenderness 
throw over their ruder natures. Thus we are re- 
minded by Scripture, that the younger female 
branches of the familj are to be thought of as 
having their separate claims upon parental regard 
and brotherly affections. How many families are 
laid open in the Bible to our view, of which the 
sisters, as well as the brothers, are brought promi- 
nently into notice. 

How much may it be supposed would be said 
about the wife ; and how much is said about the 
close and endearing relations. To form the charac- 
ter, and direct the conduct of the lotfi, is worth all 
the pains that have been bestowed by innumerable 
writei's ;* and we might have been very sure, even 
before we had read a page of revelation, that much 
would be there found touching this relationship. 
The book of Proverbs, that admirable manual for 
domestic and social life, is quite a manual for wives, 
as well as for every other member of the family 
circle. Unusual pains seem taken for the right 

* Jfrs. Ellis's tt(3niir!il)le works to females, as Woman, 
Wives, Mothers, and Daughters, need no reoommeniintion 
»f mine. The public hayaclraadj' set their seal of appro- 
bation upon them, by the sereral editions through wliich 
they have passed. 
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formation of her character. How freq^ueiitly and 
how impressively does Solomon refer to woman, as 
sustaining this close and tender relation. In what 
exalted and glowing terras does ho speak of it, 
when it comprehends the graces and the excellences 
which it should always possess, " Whoso findctJi a 
wife, findeth a good thing."— Pro v. xviii. 23. "A 
prudent wife is from the Lord." — xix. 14. Who 
has ever read, or oan read, without admiration, his 
beautiful description of a virtuous woman, in the 
closing chapter of his inestimable Proverbs? Can 
we wonder that he who had this elevated idea of 
the value of such a companion, should again and 
again exhort the young husband to live joyfully 
with the wife of his youth, and, forsaking all others, 
cleave to her alone? In this he did but copy the 
beautiful and poetic picture of connubial happiness 
which had been furnished to him by his father 
David, if, indeed, he was the author of that Psalm, 
"Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sidea 
of thine house; thy children like oliv&-plants round 
about thy table." — Psalm cxxviii. 3. "The vine," 
says Bishop Home, "a lowly plant, raised with 
tender care, becoming, by its luxuriance, its beauty, 
its fragrance, and its clusters, the ornament and 
glory of the house to which it is joined, and by 
which it is supported, forms the finest imaginable 
emblem of a fair, virtuous, and faithful wife. The 
olive-trees planted by the inhabitants of Eastern 
countries round their banqueting places in their 
gardens, to cheer the eye by their verdure, and to 
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refresh the body by their cooling shade, do no less 
aptly and signiticintly set futth the pleasure which 
parents feel at the sight of a numerous and flour- 
ishing ofispi'ing " 

On the other hand, Solomon directs all the 
powers of his bitter eloquence and irony against 
the degraded woman, whose deadly work none has 
ever signalized with more holy indignation. How 
does he biand the crime of fhe iiailot m the second 
and fifth chapters of the book of Proverbs ; and 
with what awful coirectness describe the conduct 
of the adulteress in the seventh Nor does he 
stop here, but descends to the thaiaeters of women 
who, though les9 guilty than thc^e to whom we 
have just alluded, are still descnmg of severe rep- 
robation — " The foolish womai^ who plucketh her 
house down with her hands" {\iv ) '' t}ie brawling 
woman, whose societj is more intolerable than 
dwelling in s. comer of the Louse top, or in the 
wilderness" (xxi 9 — xx 24) "■ tlie woman that 
makeih ashamed, who is a lottenness in the bones 
of her husband" (\u 4) " the odious woman, whose 
marmge is one of the lour things for which the 
earth is disquieted, nnd which it can not bear" 
(xxx 23) "the fair woman without discretion, 
whose beauty is like a jewel of gold in a swine's 
snout" (xi 22) "the contenfeous wife, that contin- 
ual dropping on a ^ery rainy diy" (xix, 13). 
This same Solomon, at the penod when he had 
reached a penitent and reformed old age, and when 
all the ei ents of his Jife had passed in review before 
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him, is compelled to confess that he had sought it 
vain for a woman after his own heart : " I find more 
bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares 
and nets, and her hands as hands : whoso pleaseth 
God shall escape fiom her ; but the sinner shall be 
taken by her. Behold, this have I found {saith the 
preacher), counting one by one, to find out the ac- 
count, which yet my soul secketh, but I find not : 
one man among a thousand have I found ; but, a 
woman among all those have I not found." — 
Eccles. vii. 26-28. Let not this passage, however, 
be mistaken, as if it meant that it was Solomon's 
opinion that the number of good women Is inferior 
to the number of good men. Observation and 
general testimony assure us that this is not the 
truth. We are to consider where he made his in- 
quiry for female virtue, and under what circum- 
stances it was made. He who had crowded his 
court with wives and concubines, could little expect 
to find female- excellence in such a situation. In- 
stead of concentrating hia affections on one woman 
as hia wife, the partner of his joys and sorrows, 
and seeking his happiness in drinking with her the 
sweet cup of connubial bliss, he had gathered round 
him in his harem, for pride and sensuality, a mul- 
titude of women, amid whose jealousies and con- 
tentions he could no more find happiness than he 
could virtue amid their illicit pleasures. From 
such a scene virtue would retire abashed and weep- 
ing. If, therefore, in this passage, he satirized the 
sex, he did it on unjust, unwise, and unmanly 
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grounds. "But," says Dr. Wardlaw, "I am far 
from thinking that he here speaks the language of 
a disappointed and waspish satirist. He rather 
utters the feelings of an abased and self-dissatisfied 
penitent, of one who had felt it to he ' an evil and 
a bitter thing,' to depart as he had done from God, 
who remembered 'the wormwood and the gall;' 
who perceived and lamented the folly and the wicked- 
ness of all those 'inventions,' by which himself and 
others had sought to fmd out happiness apart from 
the favor and the ways of God." 

If we speak of woman as a mother, how often 
does that endearing relationship come upon us in 
holy Scripture; hoth literally and metaphorically, 
both in the Old Testament and in the New, both 
in the way of example and of precept. The mater- 
nal relationship is the theme of constant reference, 
both for the sake of illustrating other subjects, and 
for enforcing its own claims as those of the female 
head of the household. Had this character been 
omitted, or only introduced occasionally, and thea 
invested with no more than a second-rate importance, 
the Bible would have been wanting in one of its 
sweetest harmonies with the feelings of nature, one 
of its strongest appeals to the sympathies of human- 
ity ; and we should have doubted if it had come 
from Him who created woman and gave her as a 
helpmeet for man. The paternal character and re- 
lation are maintained in their primai-y rank, and au- 
thority, and dignity ; no invasion is made upon the 
prerogative, or usurpation of the rights of the father 
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— he is not called to yield his place of rule, his au 
premaey of condition, to the mother ; ani! yet how 
is all her proper rank, and station, and influence 
maintained. There she is exhibited as being in the 
family circle, if not the circumference which includes 
all, yet in one sense as the center, in which husband, 
children, and servants, all meet. How resonant are 
the Scriptures with that sweet and tender vocable — 
how redolent with the fragrance of that odoriferous 
word — how rich with the ornament of that beautifii! 
term — i mother. ITiere is sustained the poet's 
declaration — 



If the mother's inaportance be not known — the 
mother's claims not conceded — her influence not 
felt— her duties not rightly discharged — it is not the 
fault of the Bible, which is the friend of society hy 
exalting the relationship of a mother. Nor is the 
MISTRESS overlooked or forgotten, nor her duties left 
out of consideration. 

The winow — that name for desolation — that sor- 
rowful epithet — that type of woe, meets us at every 
turn. She passes before us in her weeds and in her 
tears, leading in her hand her fatherless children, and 
saying to us, " Pity me, pity me, my friends, for 
the hand of God hath touched me !" More is said 
about, and for, and to, this bereaved one, than to any 
other class of women ; a circumstance which exhib- 
ts with uncommon force and beauty the compassion 
5* 
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of God. But there is a discrimination on thiia sub- 
ject which shows the wisdom as well as tenderness 
of God. Young and vivacious widows are admon- 
ished, while aged and helpless ones are comforted. 
—1 Tim. V. 

Nor is the female sekvant left out. A plaee for 
her is found among the various other and higher 
ranks and conditions of her sex. Her humble lot 
is recognized amid the provisions and commands of 
the law, and was announced and defended by the 
thunders of Mount Sinai. We find it protected by 
precept and illustrated by example, as if woman in 
her lowest grade of society should not be overlook- 
ed in the Bible — that blessed and glorious charter 
of rights and privileges. There the little maid lifts 
up her head among the queens and the peeresses of 
Sraipture history. 

Thirdly. But the Kiost impressive SBd import- 
ant point of view in which this subject can be 
placed, and the most convincing proof of the beai-- 
ing of Scripture on woman's sex, is the very great 
number and variety of female examples in the 
Word of God. It is one of the surpassing excel- 
lences of the Bible, that it is replete with narrative, 
history, and biography. And thus, apart from its 
sacred character and its momentous importance, it- 
is one of the most entertaining books in the world. 
It is fiill, not only of precept, but of living, acting 
patterns of the virtues it inculcates and of the vices 
which it prohibits. It is a complete picture gal- 
lery, in sui-vcying which we see portraits of every 
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size, from the miniature to the full-length painting, 
and in every degree of representation, from the 
mere outline to the most finished production of the 
wtist' penc'l A ng th 't w Id have been 
ra g f f m 1 1 h d i wanting. 
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straightway vanishes and is 
one of the veritable actors i 
and every scene. 

The sacred volume opens, as we have already 
seen, with Eve in Paradise, all beauty, innocence, 
and smiles, as its lovely frontispiece ; and then 
shows us that same Eve, impelled by the vanity 
which she has bequeathed as a mournful legacy to 
her daughters, reaching forth her hand at the insti- 
gation of the tempter, to pluck that fruit which was 
the test of her obedience, and the hinge of our des- 
tiny, and thus exhibiting to us the sad association 
of beauty with sin. In tracing woman's history 
from Paradise as the starting-point, as it is set 
forth on the page of Scripture, we will look first at 
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the darker side of the narrative. How soon do we 
see Adah and Zillah, women of the antediluvian 
world, consenting to be the joint wives of Latnech, 
and thus giving, for aught we can tell, the original 
pattern of that bane of domestic happiness — polyg- 
amy.— Gen. iv. 19-24. Then come " the daugh- 
ters of men"— the women in the line of Cain, who 
made no profession of religion, but lived in athe- 
ism — seducing and corrupting " the sons of God" — 
the female line of Seth and the professors of godli- 
ness— ^nd thus preparing the way by these unsuit- 
able and incongruous marriages, and the universal 
corruption that followed, for the waters of the 
deluge to wash away the moral filth of the old 
■world. — Gen. vi. 1-7. Hagar comes next, trou. 
bling the fiiith, charity, and peace of Abraham for 
a time, persecuting the child of promise, and at the 
same time correcting by her waywardness the 
weakness of the patriarch, whose concubine she 
was. Then that family of Lot — the poor, earthly- 
minded mother, that was so wedded to Sodom as 
to east the lingering, longing look behind, which 
transformed her into a pillar of salt ; and the dis- 
gusting conduct of her incestuous daughters, who 
showed too well how they had been corrupted by 
the place of their abode, and how careful all parents 
should be to remove their children from the pol- 
luting influence of evil examples. — Gen. xix. 
What a revolting pattern of an adulterous woman, 
and to hide her shame, of a cruel slanderer, is 
Potiphar's wife I — Gen. xxsix. Then there was the 
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ensnaring and snccessful temptation offered by the 
daughters of Moab to the children of Israel in the 
wilderness. — Numbers sxvi. ' How mighty and 
how fatal were the powers of harlotry in Delilah, to 
subdue the strength and extort the secrets of Samp- 
son ; and what a forcible picture of man's weakness 
before woman's vicious wiles has it furnished to all 
coming ages ! Who does not think of Bathsheba 
consenting to David's wicked proposals, and thus 
causing him for a while to cease to be David! 
And then the strange women that threw even the 
mighty intellect of Solomon into the awful eclipse 
of idolatry ! Jezebel, that Zidotiian idolatress, who 
instigated her husband to the murder of Naboth, 
and exasperated the mind of Ahab to a more 
intense degree of wickedness than he would other- 
wise have attained to. — 1 Kings xxi. And Atha- 
liah, that turbulent and idolatrous queen- mother, 
who counseled her son to do wickedly, and was as- 
sassinated by command of Jehoiada, the priest.* — 
2 Chron. xxii. 

• I have forborne, of course, to dwell on the examples 
and deaoriptions of female delintiuenfiy recorded in the 
Scriptures. Such icstanees are intended to be read alone, 
rather than eihibited in the pulpit. It hna beenamalterof 
surprise to some, perhaps almost of regret, that suoh. instao- 
cefl of depraylty should hare been left on record. But stall 
ne diapnte in this matter eitlier tlie wisilom, gooi3ness, or 
purity of God! Are not important ends to be answered in 
the moral government of God, and in the religious history 
of man? A profligate woman is at once the most odious, 
mischieTOUs, and hateful memtitr of the community. Is it 
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Coming forward to the New Testament, we meet 
w H -odias, exhibiting the malignant and re- 
way proper, anct even desirable, that auoh a 
hould bo held up to detestation and scorn, as a 
her BOX, and that God should thus set a brand 
ith his own hand, and bear his indignant testj. 
m est hei- TJoea ? The eiamples of this kind ace 

rning, to s_how in a concrete form the cscessive 
od of female depravity. This is done in a manner 

kely to do harm, and the most likely to do good, 
ptions of female turpitude in the Word of God 
hing to inflame the imagination or to stimulate 
BS na ; nothing to maic vice seductive by a half- 
t of its odiousness; nothing to beat down the 
e rd irtue, by interesting or amiable associations of 

with sin, or bj sophistical and insidious eieuses 
The vice is left in all ita naked and revolting 
— all ils nauseating loathsomeness — to inspire 
gn d cause even those of ordinary virtue to recoil 

gly d filth 1-j t H w ff n le case 
m wk ffitnbhp a and p etic, in 
ugh th m y b 1 pa u a y f sinful 
mm bly m e to rup e moral 

t J 11 t th h r and d as ay the 

mlfmthptl f e Wha female 

ad hWdfGd nnefmhs cise of 

m ng even the worst characters, and perusing the 
m descriptions of the sins of her sex, without a, 

ro ve of purity and a more deeply rooted hatred of 

This is the answer we would give to infidels, 
w mes affect to bo prudish, and complain of the 

s and csamples of female turpitude which are 
in the sacred volume. The use which every 
Oman will make of them is to be inspired with a 
g lorrence of transgression, and a more holy and 

es re le be kept from the most distant approach to it. 
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vengeful passions of a shameless woman, against 
the servant of God, who had dared to reprove her 
paramour, and impelling Herod, against the protest 
of his judgment, heart, and conscience, to put John 
the Baptist to death, and thus involve them both in 
murder. — Matt. xiv. 11. And here also we read 
of the Jewish women that encouraged and stimu- 
lated to violence the mob that persecuted Paul 
and Bai-nabas. — Acts xiii, 50,51; and "That wo- 
man Jezebel, wlio called hoi'self a prophetess, and 
taught and seduced God's servants to commit for- 
nication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols." — 
Rev. ii. 20. 

In such instances as these, female pride, wherever 
it exists, raay find some check to its exercise, and 
some motives for humiliation. To those who are 
prone to thinlt of their sex more highly than they 
ought, we present these examples of female frailty, 
which the pen of inspiration has drawn upon the 
page of Scripture. While to those of the other 
sex, if there are any, who are apt to glory over 
their fallen sisters, we would, after reminding them 
that some of these instances are the result of their 
own seductions, present the brighter side of (he 
picture, and would also call upon woman to con-* 
template the beautiful ipecimena of female e\ce!- 
lence with which the firmament of Scripture is 
studded, like so many stars of various magnitudes 

There is Sarah, who, notwithstanding her many 
failings, was unquestionably a good and even a 
great woman. In her case, as in many others, her 
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beautiful account ot the mission of Abraham's ser 
vaiit to her father without admiration at the gf oil 
quahtie'i ot the dimsel who is the heroine of the 
storj — her industnous and domesticated habits — 
her unaffected aad artless simplitity — her genuine, 
yet not silly modest> — her graceful court ei} —her 
humane consideration of the eomfoit f the brute 
creation What a bright pattern 19 here for the 
imitation of young people ' But, oh ' her unbel ev 
ing, injudicious, ind sinful ctntrnances to bring 
ftlout the bestow ment ot the Dune blessing upon 
the heir of promisi., by that wicked imposititn prac 
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ticed upon her aged and blind husband. Mothers, 
read it, and Icam to guard against sinful contriv- 
ances to get good for your children. However, 
Rebekah was a good, tiiough a mistaifen woman. — 
Gen 3.XLV , xx^n 

In Miriam, the watchful •sentinel of the ark upon 
the waters ol the Nile whn.h contained the infant 
MosLS, we see first the dutLfuI daughter and anxious 
sister, and, in alter hte, the coadjutor of her illustri- 
ous brother, leading the chotus cf women by her 
timbrel and her voiie ni the triumphal song of 
Moses, on the borders of the Red &i.a : Exod. ii. 
XV , afterward in coiijunctioo with Aaron, his op- 
ponent through env^ , but we may hope restored 
to her better and eailier mmd, through the chas- 
tisement she rcceneJ from the Lord — Numbers 
xii. How much mischief may envy do to spoil the 
tiest of characters, and to poison the happiness of 
families. 

In Deborah, we contemplate the religious hero- 
ine, and the inspired poetess, raised up by the spe- 
cial Providence of God, for the deliverance of hia 
people ; an instance of exalted piety in an age of 
depressed religion, and still deeper national dis- 
tress, — Judges iv. 

Should it be asked by any one, what we are to 
say of Jael, celebrated by the poetess Deborah, in 
her lofty strain of praise, I scarcely know what 
answer to give. Nothing less than a Divine man- 
date, which she may have received in some unknown 
and unrecorded manner, could have justified the 
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deed. Apart from this, even the stratagems of war 
would not clear the heroine from the charge of 
treachery of the blackest kind. True, Sisera was an 
enemy, but he had trusted himself to her protection, 
and she slew him while sleeping under her guard- 
ianship, I leave the matter therefore as I find it, 
without either justifying or condemning, for I know 
not all the facts of the case. 

What a pattern of filial obedience, piety, and 
patriotism, have we in Jephthah's daughter, over 
whose affecting story hangs so deep a mystery ! 
Whether, aocoiding to the opinions of some, she 
was actually offered up in sacrifice, or, according 
to othei's, only consecrated by perpetual vii'ginity 
to God, her own beautiful character shines out with 
equal brightness, in all that is amiable, dutiful, and 

But now turn to that touching and melancholy 
group of widows in the land of Moab — Naomi, Euth, 
and Orpah. What pen but that which has done it, 
and done it with such inimitable simplicity, could 
do justice to that sweet and pathetic story. Rarely 
ill the history of families does such a scene of afflic- 
tion as this occur — a widowed mother, and the 
widows of her two sons ! A sad proof how precar- 
ious arc all the scenes of dear domestic bliss wc 
fondly call o':r own. How tender, how dignified, 
and how thoughtful is the conduct of Naomi. 
What nobleness of resolution, what daughter-like 
attachment, and what piety do we see in Euth; 
frnd if in her after-eonduct there was that which 
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would not suit the meridian of our age and country, 
there was nothing contrary to the strictest purity 
af intention, or modesty of conduct, if we take into 
account the circumstances of her time, and the pro- 
visions of the Jewish law under which she then, 
lived. The whole narrative presents a beautiful 
episode in Jewish history, and an attractive speci- 
men of the Kimplicity of early manners. 

Can we fail to sympathize with Hannah in her 
sorrows, her insults, and her joys, or to admire her 
zeal for the Lord, iu devoting her child of promise 
to his service'! — 1 Samuel i, "What a pattern for 
parents, in being willing to give up their sons for 
ministers and missionaries ! Abigail furnishes us 
with a strilting example of the singular prudence of 
a woman who was unhappily associated with a 
drunkard and a churl, and of her diligence and her 
tact in averting from her family the evils impend- 
ing over it from her husband's vices. — 1 Samnel 
XXV. 1-3. 

What an instance of respect, gratitude, and affec- 
tion, for the ministers of religion — of female influ- 
enee, rightly exerted over the mind of her husband 
iu the cause of religion — and of submission to the 
will of God, is the Shunaraite, — 2 Kings iv. Wht 
can read that touching account of the death of her 
only son, and her own collected, composed, and 
energetic conduct on the occasion, without deep 
feeling ajid high admiration? We find no over- 
whelming or distracting grief, which prevented her 
from adopting the best, the only means for obtain- 
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ing relief, but a faith which sustained her courage, 
and directed oil her actions. Multitudes in every 
age and country whete tlie story has gone, have 
been instructed by her langui^e, and stimulated by 
her example ; and amid the deepest sorrows, have 
echoed her few noble monosyllables in reply to the 
question, "Is it well with thee? With thy hus- 
band? With thy child? And she answered and 
said, ' It is well.' " 

And then what a pattei'n of fidelity, and piety, 
and kindness, do we find for female servants in the 
very next chaptei^ to this, in that simple and beau- 
tiful story of the little Hebrew captive girl, who 
was nurse-maid in Naaman's family. All, and 
especially they who occupy a similar situation, may 
learn, by what weak and humble instruments God 
may accomplish the purposes of his mind, and 
work out the schemes of his providence. To how 
many a charity sermon in these remote days, 
has that incident furnished a text; and thus the 
little Jewish slave not only brought healing to 
her master, and a knowledge of the true God into 
Syria, hut became a pattern to myriads of children 
in our own country. 

Nor less to be admired, are the generosity and 
faith of the widow of Sarepta, whose barrel of meal 
and erase of oil stand out in such relief, as among 
the brightest pictures of Old Testament history. 
In what a eoi-uscation of glory does the name of 
Esther blaze forth upon us, for conjugal fidelity, 
piety uncorrupted by prosperity, and queenly in- 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



'LACE IN SCKiPTURB. 65 

to the cause of true reiig- 

Now open the page of the New Testament. Is 
Christianity destitute of female worthies — women 
of holy renown ? It would he very strange if it 
were. Strange, indeed, if his religion, who, though 
he was the Son of God, was bora of woman, did not 
raise up many who should shine forth in all the 
mild and heavenly radiance of female piety. 

Though, as I have said in the last sermon, we 
ascribe no Divine honors, and offer no idolatrous 
homage to the Virgin Mary, nor set her forth in the 
beauties of painting and sculpture ; nor call her, 
with a singular mixture of absurdity and blasphemy, 
the Mother or Gon — we revere her as blessed and 
exalted among women, to give birth to the human- 
ity of Christ, the Saviour of the world; and ascribe 
. to her every holy and general excellence as a 
woman, a wife, a mother, and a saint.* We eher- 

• In an age wh 
and with hope, ni 

its preteo^ona and rcliile its errors. There is no part or 
this dreadful syetem. more contrary to Scriptnre, or more 
insulting to God, than its Mariolatry, or worship of the 
Vii^Q Hiry. She ia styled •' Mother of God ;" " Queen 
of Seraphim, Saints, and Prophets ;" " Advocate of Sin- 
nera ;" " Refuge of Sinners ;" " Gate of Heaven ;" " Qneen 
of Heaven." And as the same titles are ascribed to her, 
or nearly so, as are ascribed to Christ; so is the same 
worship paid to her as to tlie Saviour. Churches are built 
to her honor; her shrines are crowded with devotees, en- 
riched with their ^fls, and adorned witli their votive offer- 
inja, Prujers are offered to her— her praises are chanted 
6* 
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ish also a high veneration for Elizabeth her cousiti, 
the wife of Zacharias, aud the mother of John the 
Baptist. — Luke i. In the piety of old Anna— Luke 
ii. 36 — we sec a bright pattern for aged widows in 
her believing, waiting posture, for the consolation 
of Israel, and mi example for an aged aaint, ready 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ : the zeal, 

in hjmns, and blessings are offered to and asked from her, 
as one who has power to bestow them. Five annual festi- 
valfl celebrate her greatness, and keep alive the devotions 
of her worshipers So that Papista almost jostle out the 
devotion due to Almightj God -ind our bleased Saviour by 
their idolatry of her. Now, where, we ask, is one single 
example, oommand, or even hint, for all this in the Word 
of God? Is it any wonder the Scriptures are kept from 
the people, when the moat common understanding could 
see that nothing of all this is to be found in that volume ! 
The Acta of the Apostles make mention of her name but 
once, and that without any mark of eulogy; and in the , 
Epistles she is not mentioned at all. Tea, how contrary is 
all this to the declaration that there is only one Medintrr 
between God and Man— the Man Christ Jesus. " This 
doctrine of the worship due to the Virgin," says Wylie, in 
his admirable work on the Papacy, " has been eihibited in, 
symbol, and that in so grotesque a way, that for a moment 
we forget its blasphemy. In the dream of St. Bernard— 
which forms the subject of an altar-piece at Milan— two 
ladders we're seen reaching from earth to heaven. At the 
top of one otthe ladders stood Christ, and at the top of the 
other stood Mary. Of those who attempted to eater heaven 
by the ladder of Christ, not one succeeded— all fell back. 
Of those who ascended by the ladder of Mary, not one failed. 
The virgin, prompt to succor, stretched ont her hand ; and 
thus aided, the aspirants ascended with ease."— Sevmouh's 
Morningt among the Jesuits, 
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BO worthy to be imitated by every reclaimed sin- 
ner, of the woman of Samaria, after she had be- 
lieved in Christ, for his honor and the conversion 
of her countrymen — John iv. : the melting peni- 
tence of the womati who had been a sinner, whose 
history teaches* us that the most abandoned persons 
may be reclaimed, and find mercy, and that peni- 
tence, gratitude, and love must be in proportion to 
the guilt contracted and forgiven — Luk^vii. 36-50 : 
the strong and invincible faith of the Syropheni- 
cian woman which received such a tribute of admi- 
ration from Christ, and whose naiTativc will teach 
the latest generations of mankind the power of im- 
portunate, persevering, and believing prayer — Matt. 
XV. 23 : the generosity of the poor widow who cast 
in her mites, the whole of her substance, into the 
treasury of the temple — Mark sii. 42 : the beauti- 
ful account of the two sisters, Martha and Mary, 
and the discrimination of the characters of the care- 
ful and troubled housewife, and the anxious inquirer 
after salvation — Luke x. 88-42; the pouring out 
of the box of spikenard by one that loved Christ so 
as to give her costliest offerings to his person— John 
xii. 3 ; the grateful, devoted attention, and minis- 
trations of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to 
Christ — John xix. 25 ; xx. 1 : what an array of 
female excellence is here ! 

Passing on to the Acts of the Apostles, what de- 
lightfiil mention is made of Dorcas, full of good works 
and alms deeds which she did, as evinced by her 
coats and garments for the poor, and the tears which 
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were produced by her death, and which embalmed 
her inemory — Acta ix. 36-41 : and of Lydia, who 
resorted to the pliico of prayer at Philippi, whose 
heart the Lord had opened to attend to the things 
spoken by Paul, and who afforded the rights of hos- 
pitality to the apostle and his companion — -Acts 
xvl. : and of the chief women, not a few, at Thessa- 
lonica, who belieyed in the apostle's doctrine con- 
cerning Christ — Acta svii. 4. Nor arc the Epistles 
barren of female names deserving ever to he held 
in remembrance for their piety, zeal, and good 
works. There we find Phebe, the deaconness and 
bearer to Eome of the epistle to the church in that 
city — Rom. xvi. 1: and Euodia, and Syntyohe ; 
Lois and Eunice, the mother and grandmother of 
Tiinothy, renowned for the unfeigned faith which 
dwelt in them — 2 Tim, i. 5 : and those women also 
that labored with Paul in the gospel — Phil, iv. 2. 
And what shall we say moi'e of Priscilla, Paul's 
helper in Christ, and the instructress of the eloquent 
Apollos ; and Mary, " who bestowed much labor 
upon him;" and Tryphena, and Tryphona, and 
Julia, " who labored in the Lord 1"— Rom. xvi. 

No, my female friends, you see, we repeat, the 
Scriptures of truth have not passed over your sex 
in silence, nor thrust it into a comer, nor thrown it 
into a shadow. On the contrary, the sacred page is 
rich and luminous, with bi-ight and beautiful exam- 
ples of female excellence. You stand there, aide 
by side, with man in the practice of piety, and are 
exhibited as not a whit behind him in all that apper 
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tains to tlie glory of humanity. In the Bible, we 
ha\e now ptoied thit woman is seen in every gi-a- 
datioE of lank, liom the queen upon the throne to 
the meni,il giindmgat the mill; in every variety 
of condition — the maid, the wife, the mother, and 
the mi'itress, in eitij ciroumstance of grief and 
joj — the happy biide, the mourning widow; in 
every phase of moral charactei'— the faithful spouse, 
and the shameless adulteress; in every scene of 
active duty, whether in the family, the church, or 
the world; in every changeful aspect of fortune — 
rolling in affluence, or pining in want ; there she is 
seen enlivening the sacred page with her narrative 
— adorning it with her beauty ; sometimes darken- 
ing it with her crimes, at others, brightening it with 
her virtues ; now calling us to weep with her in her 
sorrows, then to rejoice with her in her joys. In 
short, woman is everywhei'C to be found wrought 
into the details of God's Scriptures, a beacon to 
warn us, or a rule to guide us. And, as written 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is to be 
considered as his testimony to the excellence and 
importance of your sex, and the influence it is in- 
tended and destined to exei-t upon the welfare of 
mankind. Had the Bible — I will not say been 
against you — but had it passed yoa over in silence, 
or only referred to you incidentally, or looked at 
you with sidelong glances, you would have sunk in 
general estimation ; and man's neglect of you would 
have been defended or excused by that of God him- 
self. But now, no one can plead the example of 
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the Bible for any attempt to eglec d sp e or op 
press you. While it proteo s n f on he n 
suits, the injuries, and the opj s on of tl e o her 
sex, it protects her with no le i c e and be efit 
from the sad effects which would a se f n aa i 
sumptioQ of prerogatives wh 1 do not belo g to 
her, and fj'om those escoses t an b t o to h cl 
her own vanity might othe w se p o npt I er It 
guards- her dignity from he g tran pled do v by 
others, and equally prevents her f on loner ng t 
herself, by pretensions which would only make her 
ridiculous. It describes, with aceui'acy, the circle 
within which it is the will of Providence she should 
move; presents to her the mission which she is 
sent into the world to fulfill ; furnishes her the rules 
by which she is to act; proposes to her the i-e- 
wards which she may legitimately seek and surely 
expect, if she he faithful to herself; and offers her 
the assistance necessary for the fulfillment of her 
high and h»ly vocation. What this is, will be the 
subject of our next sermon. 

In the meanwhile, let me exhort you not only to 
Btudy the Scriptures, but to study them — next to 
your desire .to learn the way of salvation through 
faith in Chnst Jesus — to form your own character 
as women, by its precepts and its examples. Many 
and precious are the volumes that have been writ- 
ten for your benefit by your own sex. Pemale 
pens have been most happily and usefully em- 
ployed in delineating female excellence; the pro- 
ductions of which you would do well to read. But, 
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after all, there is no guide for the formation of 
female cbaractei', morally or religiously considered, 
like the inspired one, A woman «nacquaint«d 
with the Bible, iiud ignorant of its contents, aa 
affecting her own conduct, character, and history, 
has yet to know the finest patterns of female love- 
liness. The Bible is the best mirror by which most 
accurately to know what you are, and to become 
what you should be ; before whose reflecting sur 
face you may adjust all the moral habiliments of 
the soul, and from which you may go forth adorned 
with all the beauties of holiness, clothed with the 
garment of purity, and decorated with the oma- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit.* 

* The author is indebted for sqme things in this sermon 
and the nest to on incomparably heautiful littlu work by 
Adolpiia Monnd, formerly Professor of Theology at Mon- 
ianban, but now Miniater of the FronoU Reformed Church 

in Paris. A preacher so celebrateil, that whenXacordiure, 
the most renowned of Roman Catholic public oraUica, waa 
complimentod upon, being the first Frencli preacher in 
France, ho replied, " No ; I am only the second— Adolphe 
Monod is firat." A very elegant little work has lately been, 
published by the Bev. John Jesaop, M.A., entitled, " Wom- 
an," for which the author candidly acknowledges himself 
indebted chiefly to " a late highly esteemed French Protost- 
nnt clergyman." Mr. J. does not seem to he awaro that 
hapyily Mr, Monol ia still lising. His esquisitely beauti- 
ful little work hits boon admirably translated by Miss 
Lloyd ; and is of such escellonoe, that it can not be spoken 
of in terms of eulogy which are too high and emphatic. 
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" What, in this groat, and diversified, and busy 
world, is Mr place, and mt business V' is a question 
which every one should ask For every one has a 
place to hll an 1 a part to a t A il to act his part 
til accord g to the w 11 f G 1 m the lofty 
drami of h mai 1 1 s! uuld be the amb t on, the 
sol tule a d the jrayer of etch ot s It is thp 
first lesson of vi sdom to know ou p]ac« ; the 
second to keep t A d ot course corresponding 
w tl th s to aacerta n the d t es of our place, and 
to d sohdrge then Tl ere are / ss dut es as we]l 
as Hd dual o es and he latter ^re generally to 
be more icc rately leirnel by an intell gent appro 
hens on of the former Won at as such has her 
m sa o W hit 3 t '\\ 1 at a prec sely that 
rank she is to occupy — that purpose she is to fulfill, 
above which she would be unduly exalt«d, and be- 
low which she would be as unjustly degraded 1 
This is a subject which should be thoroughly un- 
derstood, in order that she should know what to 
claim, and man what to concede— that she may 
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know what she has to do, and he what he has a 
right to expect. 

We shall endeavor to answer this question, and 
point out the nature of woman's miBsion. In doing 
this, we shall consult the infallible oracle of Scrip- 
ture, and not the speculations of Hioralists, econo- 
misfs, and philosophers. We hold Ikia to be our 
i-uJe in the matter before us. God is the creator 
of both sexes — the constructor of society — the 
author of social relations, and the arbiter of social 
duties, claims, and immunities. And this is ad- 
mitted by all who believe in the authority of the 
Bible. You are content, my female friends, to 
abide by the decisions of this oracle. You hare 
every reason to be so. He that created you is best 
qualified to declare the intention of bis own acts, 
and you may safely, as you should humbly, allow 
him to fix your position, and niake known your 
duties. In common with man, woman has a heav- 
enly calling to glorify God as the end of her exist- 
ence ; to perform all the duties, and enjoy all tite 
blessings, of a religious life ; like him, she is a sin- 
ful, rational, and immortal creature, placed under 
an economy of mercy, and called, by repentance 
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
eternal life. Religion is as much her vocation, as 
that of the other sex. In Christ Jesus there is 
neither male nor female, but all are on a level as to 
obligations, duties, and privileges. 

lu common with man, she is called, where she is 
unmarried and dependent, to labor for her own sup- 
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port; a condition to which large portions of the 
community are necessarily suliject by the circum- 
stances of their birth. Industry is as incumbent 
upon her as upon the other sex, and indolence is 
no more excusable. But in the married state, her 
sphere of labor, as we shall presently show, is the 
family ; and it belongs to the husband to earn by 
the sweat of h' i w t o ly h' wn b d but 
that of the hou h Id In n a y ot the n 1 zed 
tribes, where tl an 1 a g o d t o of Ch s- 
tianity ia not f 1 the w n an s the d udj,e of the 
family, while he husband 1 ef in 1 dlj si th 
And even in hi unt j at least manuf 

turing portions, manual labor falls too often, and 
too heavily, upon married women, greatly to the 
detriment uf their families. An unmarried woman, 
however, without fortune, must provide for herself 
in some way or other, according to the circum- 
stances of her birth and situation ; and let her not 
consider herself degraded by it. Honest industry 
is far more honorable than pride and sloth. 

But neither of these is the peculiar mission of 
woman, as appertaining to her sex. To know what 
this is, we must, as I have said, consult the page of 
revelation, and ascertain the declared motive of 
God for her creation. "And the Lord God said, 
It is not good that the man should be alone ; I will 
make kim as hslpmeet for him." This is further 
expressed, or rather repeated, where it is said, 
"And Adam," or, "Although Adam, had given 
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and 
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to every beast of the field ; yet for Adam there 
was not found an helpmeet for him" — Genesis 
ii. 18, 20. Nothing can he more clear from henee, 
than that woman was made for man. Adam was 
created a heing with undeveloped social propensi- 
ties, which, indeed, seem essential to all creatures. 
It is the sublime peculiarity of Deity to be entirely 
independent for happiness of all other beings. He, 
and he only, is the theater of his own glory, the 
fountain of his own felicity, a sufficient object of his 
own contemplation, and needing nothing for his 
bliss but self-comm union. The highest archangel 
in heaveu would pine, even there, for companion- 
ship, either divine or angelic, Adam, suiTOunded 
with all the glories of Paradise, and with all the 
various tribes it contained, found himself alone, and_ 
needed companionship, without which his life was 
but a solitude, Eden itself a desert. Endowed 
with a nature too communicative to be satisfied 
with himself alone, he sighed for society, for sup- 
port, for some complement to his existence, and 
only halfdived so long as he lived alone, Formed 
to think, to speak, to love, his thoughts yearned for 
other thoughts with which to compare and exercise 
his soaring aspirations. His woi-ds were weari- 
somely wasted upon the wanton air, or at best 
awoke hut an echo which mocked instead of an- 
swered him. His love, as regards an earthly object, 
knew not where to bestow itself; and returning to 
his own bosom, threatened to degenerate into a des- 
olating egotism. His entire being longed, in short, 
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for another self— but that other self did not exist : 
there was no helpmeet for him. The visible creatures 
which surrounded him, were too much beneath him: 
the invisible Being who gaye him life, was too much 
above him, to permit him to unite their condition 
with his own. Whereupon God made the woman, 
and the great problem was immediately solved. 

It was, then, the characteristic of wnfallen man to 
want some one to sympathize with him in his joys, 
as it is of fallen man U> want some one to sympa^ 
thize with him in his sorrows. Whether Adam 
was so far conscious of, his wants as to ask for a 
companion, we are not informed. It would appear 
li-om the inspired record, as if the design of this 
precious boon originated with God ; and as if Eve, 
like so many of his other mercies, was the spon- 
* taneous hestowment of his own free-will. Thus 
Adam would have to say, as did one of his most 
illustrious descendants many ages afterward, "Thou 
preventest" (anticipatest) "me with thy goodness," 
Here, then, is the design of God in creating woman, 
to he a suitable helpmate to man. Man needed a 
companion, and God gave him woman. And as 
there was no other man than Adam at the time in 
existence, Eve was designed exclusively for Adam's 
comfort; thus, teaching us from the beginning, 
that whatever mission woman may have to accom- 
plish in reference to man, in a generic sense, her 
mission, at least in wedded life, !« to be a suitable 
helpmate for that one man to whom she is united. 
It was declared from the begmnmg (hat every other 
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tie, though not cut by marriage, shall be renderad 
subordinate, and a man shall " leave his father and 
mother and cleave unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh." If then, woman's mission in Para- 
dise was to be man's companioD and joy, it must 
be the case atill. Her vocation has not been 
changed by the fall. By that catastrophe, man 
needs still more urgently a companion, and God 
has rendered this, Her mission, still more explicit 
by the declaration, " Thy desire shall be to thy hus- 
band, and he shall rule over thee." It has been 
often shewn that by being taken from himself, she 
was equal to man in nature ; while the very part 
of the body from which she was abstracted indicated 
the position she was intended to occupy. She was 
not taken from the head, to show she was not to 
rule over him ; nor from his foot, to teach that she 
was not to be his slave ; nor from his hand, to show 
that she was not to be his tool : but from his side, to 
show that she was to be his companion. There raay 
perhaps be more of ingenuity and fancy in this, than 
of God's original design, but if a mere conceit, it ia 
at once both pardonable and instructive. 

That woman was intended to occupy a position 
of subordination and dependence is clear enough 
from every part of the Word of God. This is de- 
clared in language already quoted : " Thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee." This referred not only to Eve personally, 
but to Eve represenmively. It was tlie divine law 
of the relation of the sexes, then promulgated for 
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all time. The preceding language has placed her, 
as a punishment for her sin, in a state of sorrow; 
this places her in a state of subjection. Her hus- 
band was to be the center of her earthly desires, 
and, to a certain extent, the regulator of them also ; 
and she was to be in subjection to him. What 
was enacted in paradise has been confirmed by 
every subsequent dispensation of grac«. Judaism 
is full of it in all its provisions ; and Christianity 
equally establishes it, 

I shall here introduce and explain the words of 
the apostle, " I would have you to know that the 
head of every man is Christ, and the head of the 
woman is the man," He then goes on to direct 
that women should not appear and esercise those 
miraculous gifts which were sometimes bestowed 
upon them, unvailed and with their hair cut off. 
He adds, " A man indeed ought not to oover his 
head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of 
God ; but the woman is the gloi'y of the man. For 
the man is not of the woman ; but the woman of 
the man. Neither was the man created for the 
woman ; but the woman for the man" — 1 Cor. xi. 
3-9. For the explanation of this passage, I re- 
mark, that in the times of the apostle there were 
two recognized characteristic emblems of the fe- 
male sex, when they appeared in public — vails, and 
the preservation of their tresses. It would seem 
from the apostle's remarks, as if some of the fe- 
male members of the Corinthian Church, during 
the time that the inspiration of the Holy Spirit waa 
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upon them, east off their vails, after the manner of 
the heathen priestesses when they delivered the 
responses of the ora«les. This conduct the apostle 
reproves, and informs them that if the vail were 
thrown aside they might as-wcU also cut off their 
. flowing hair, which is one of woman's distinctions 
from man, and by all nations considered the orna- 
ment as well as the peculiarity of the sex. We 
may pause for a moment to observe how con- 
stantly and completely Christianity is the parent 
of order and the enemy of indecorum of every kind. 
But why were not the women to lay aside thwr 
vails? Because it would be forgetting their subor- 
dination and dependence, and assuming an equal 
rank with man. This is the gist of the apostle's 
reason. It was not merely indecorous and contrary 
to modesty, but it was ambitious, and violating the 
order of heaven. The other expressions of the apos- 
tle in this passage are very strong. As Christ is 
the head or niler of man, so man is the head and 
ruler of woman in the domestic economy. Man 
was made to show forth God's glory and praise; to 
be in subordination to him, and only to him ; while 
woman was created to be, in addition to this, the 
glory of man, by being in subordination to him, as 
his help, his ornament, and his glory. She was 
not only made out of him, hut for him. All her 
loveliness, comeliness, and purity are not only the 
expressions of her excellence, but of his honor and 
dignity, since all were not only derived from him 
but made for him. 
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Here, tien, ia woman's true position, and if any 
thing more need be said to prove it from the 
records of Christianity, we may refer to other apos- 
tolic language, in whieh wives are enjoined to be 
subject to their husbands in all things, even as the 
church is subject to Christ— Epbes. v. Nor is the 
apostle Paul alone in this, for Peter writes in the 
same strain — 1 Epistle iii. 1. Let woman then 
bow to this authority, nor feel herself degraded by 
such submission. It has been said that in domestic 
life raau shines as the sun, but woman as the moon, 
with a splendor borrowed from the man. May it 
not he said with greater truth and propriety, and 
to render the comparison less invidious, man shines 
as the primary planet, reflecting the giory of God, 
who is (he orb of the moral universe ; and woman 
shines as the satellite of man, deriving her splendor 
from the same source, and while equally obeying 
the law of the central luminary, is created for the 
pi'imary dependent body, revolves in its attraction, 
follows in its course, and ministers to its comfort. 

Behold, then, we say again, woman's position 
and mission ; it is summed up in two words — iiu- 
MiLiTV and LOVE. Of love and subjection to her 
husband. Every thing- connected with the relation 
shif) of man and woman has, however, since the 
fall, a more serious character; her love has become 
more anxious ; her humility more profound. Bash 
ful of her own defects, and anxious to reinstat* 
nerself in her husband's heart, woman lives to re 
pair the wrong she has inflicted on man, and lav 
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ishes upon him consolations whicli may sweeten 
tlie present bitterness of sin, and warnings which 
may preserve from ihc future bittemesa of hell. 

WoSian, then, whatever relation she may bear to 
society atlai^e, whatever duties, in wmsequeiice of 
this relation, she may have to diaehai^e, and what- 
ever benefits, by the right discharge of these duties, 
she may have it in her power to confer upon the 
community, must consider herself as called to ad- 
vance the comfort of man in his private relations, 
by promoting his peace to promote her own, and 
to receive from him all that respect, protection, 
and ever assiduous atfeetion to which her equal 
nature, her companionship, and her devotednesa 
give her so just a claim. She is, in wedded life, to 
be his constant companion, in whose society he is 
to find one who meets him haud to hand, eye to 
eye, lip to lip, and heart to heart ; to whom he can 
unburthen the secrets of a heart pj-essed down with 
care, or wrung with anguish ; whose presence shall 
be to him instead of al! society ; whose voice shall 
be his sweetest music ■, and her smiles his brightest 
sunshine. From whom he goes foi'th with regi-et, 
and to whose converse he returns with willing feet 
when the toils of the day are over; who walks 
near his loving heart, and feels tlie throbbing of 
affection as her arm leans on his, and presses on 
his side. In his hours of retired converse he tells 
her all the secrets of his hcirt ; finds in iicr all the 
capabilities and all the promptings of the most ten- 
der and endeared felowship ; and in her gentle 
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smiles, and honied words, and unrestrained speech, 
enjoys all he expected in one who was given to be 
his associate and friend. 

In that companionship which woman was de- 
signed to afford to man, must of course he incliided 
the sympathetic offices of the comforter. It is hei's 
in their hours of retirement to console and cheer 
him; when he is injured or insulted, to mollify the 
wounds of his troubled spirit ; when burdened by 
care, to lighten, by sharing the load ; when groan- 
ing with anguish, to calm by her peace- speaking 
words the tumult of his heart ; and act, through all 
his sorrows, the pai-t of a ministering angel. 

Nor will she be backward to offer, nor he back- 
ward to receive the counsels of wisdom which her 
prudence will suggest, even though she may not be 
supposed to be intimately a q^ua nted w tl all the 
entanglements of this world s bus nes Woman's 
advice, had it been asked a d acted upo would 
have saved thousands of me f om baukruptey and 
ruin. Few men have ever 1 ad to regret tl eir tak- 
ing counsel from a prudent w fe wh le multitudes 
have had to reproach themselves for their folly in 
not asking, and multitudes more for not following 
the counsels of such a companion. 

If, then, this is woman's mission, according to the 
representation of her Almighty Creator — to be the 
suitable helpmate of that man to whom she has 
given up herself to be the companion of his pil 
grimage upon earth — it of course supposes that 
marriage, contracted with a due regard to prudence, 
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and under all proper regulations, is the natural 
5tate of both man and woman. And so, we affirm 
in truth, it is. Providence has willed it, and nature 
prompts it. But as the exceptions are so numer- 
ous, is there no mission for those to whom the ex- 
ception appertains 1 Is jt married women only 
that have a, mission, and an important one? Cer- 
tainly not. In these cases we fall back upon wom- 
an's mission to society at large. And is not this 
niomentoua^ Has it nut been admitted in all 
ages, and by all countries, that the iniJuence of fe- 
male character upon social virtue and happiness, 
and upon national strength and prosperity, whether 
for good or for evil, is prodigious f Is not the 
declaration with which Adolphe Monod opens his 
beautiful treatise perfectly true? "The greatest 
influence on earth, whether for good or for evil, is 
possessed hy woman. Let us study the history of 
by-gone ages — the state of barbarism and civiliza- 
tion ; of the East and the West ; of Paganism and 
Christianity; of antiquity and the middle ages; of 
the mediieval and modern times — and we shall find 
that there is nothing which moie decidedly sepa- 
rates them than the condition of woman." Every 
woman, whether rich or poor, married or single, 
has a circle of influence, within which, according to 
her character, she is exerting a certain amount of 
power for good or harm. Every woman, by her 
virtue or her vice, by her folly or her wisdom, by 
her levity or her dignity, is adding something to 
our national elevation or degradation. As long as 
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female viitue is prevalent, upheld by one sex and 
respected Ly the other, a nation can not sink very 
low in the scale of ignominy by plunging into the 
depths of vice. To a certain extent, woman ia the 
conservator of a nation's welfai-e. Her virtue, if 
arm and uncorrupteci, will stand sentinel over that 
»f empire. Law, and justice, and liberty, and the 
arts, all contribute, of course, to the well-being of a 
nation ; beneficial influence flows in from various 
springs; and innumerable contributors may be at 
work, each laboring in his vocation for his country's 
weal, but let the genera! tone of female morals be 
low, and all will be rendeied nugatory. While the 
universal prevalence of womanly intelligence and 
virtue will swell the stream of civilization to its 
highest level, impregnate it with its richest quali- 
ties, and spread its fertility over the widest surface. 
A community is not likely to be overthrown where 
woman fulfills her mission; or by the power of her 
noble heart over the hearts of others, she will raise 
it from its ruins, and restore it again to prosperity 
and joy. Here, then, beyond the circle of wedded 
life, as well as that which is found within it, is, no 
doubt, a part of woman's mission, and an important 
one it is. Her field is social life ; her object is 
social happiness ; her reward is social gratitude and 
respect. 

If we are right as to t\ic nature of woman's 

ssion, we can not err as to the proper sphere of 

If she was created for man ; and not only for 

I race of roan, but for one man, then the easy and 
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necessary inference is, that home is the proper scene 
of woman's action and influence. There are few 
terms in the language around which cluster so many 
blissful associations as that delight of every En- 
glish heart, the word home. The elysium of love, 
the nursery of virtue, the garden of enjoyment, the 
temple of concord, the circle of all tender relation- 
ships, the play-ground of cliildhood, the dwelling 
of manhood, the retreat of age ; where health loves 
to enjoy its pleasures ; wealth to revel in its luxu- 
ries; poverty to bear its rigors; sickness to endure 
its pains ; and dissolving nature to expire ; which 
throws its spell over those who are within its 
charmed circle, and even sends its attractions across 
oceans and contineuts, drawing to itself the thoughts 
and wishes of the man that wanders from it at the 
antipodes: this — home — sweet home — is the sphere 
of wedded woman's mission. Was it not so at. 
first, when Paradise was woman's home ? True, 
there was no other scene for her to appear and act 
in ; but this seemed to teach ns at once what was 
to bo her first and cliief circle of movement forever 
after. Is it any hai-dship upon woman — any de- 
preciation of her importance, to place her (here, as 
her sphere of action and influence 1 Is it to assign 
her a circle of infiuenee unworthy of, or beneath 
herself, to call her to preside over that little com- 
munity, of which home is the seat? Sha 1 we esti- 
mate the importance of such a scene of action "i 
Shall we tell of the varied and momentous interests 
which are included in that circle 1 Shall we speak 
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of the bappiness of a husbanO, whose hliss, to so 
considerable an extent, is ci-eated by herself, and 
involves her own? Or the charaeter and future 
well-heing, for both worlds, of a family, if there be 
one? Or the comfort of servants, and the order 
and pleasant working of the whole domestic consti- 
tution, all of which depends so much upon her 1 
Why, to make one such home a seat of holiness 
and happiness; to fill one such sphere with an in- 
fluence so sweet and sacred ; to throw the fascina- 
tion of connubial feeling and of maternal influence 
over one such community ; to irradiate so many 
countenances with delight; to fill so many hearts 
with content, and to prepare so many characters for 
their future part in life; such an object would be 
deemed, by an angel, worth an incarnation upon 
earth. 

Or, leaving this scene of her duties, shall we look 
out and abroad upon the public good — the strength 
and stability of the nation? For who knows not 
that the springs of an empire's prosperity lie in the 
domestic constitution, and in well-trained families? 
Even one such family is a contribution to the ma- 
jestic flow of a nation's greatness. Can such fiimi- 
lies exist without woman's care, and oversight, 
and wisdom? Has it not grown into a proverb, 
that home lias ever been the nursery of great men, 
and moth ;ra their instructresses? It may be said, 
as 3 general principle, that woman is not only the 
mother of the body, but of the ■ character of her 
children. To her is first intrusted the instruction 
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of the mind, the cultivation of the heart, the form- 
ation of the life. Thought, feeling, will, imagina- 
tion, virtue, religion, or the contrary moral tenden- 
cies, all germinate under her fostering influence, 
which also continues to direct their growth. The 
greatest power in the moral world is that which a 
mother exercises over her young child. The deci- 
sive moment in education is the starting-point. 
The dominant direction which is to determine the 
whole conrse of life, lies concealed in the first years 
of infancy ; and these belong to the mother. 

One of the most hallowed, and lovely, and beau- 
tiful sights in our world is, woman at home; dis- 
charging with all the meekness of wisdom, the vari- 
ous duties of wife, mother, aad mistress, with an 
order that nothing is allowed to disturb ; a patience 
which nothing can exhaust ; an affection which is 
Eever ruffled; and a perseverance that no diffi- 
culties can interrupt, nor any disappointments ar- 
rest : in short, such a scone as that described by 
Solomon, in the most exquisite chapter of hia 
Proverbs. Eve, in Paradise, in all her untainted 
loveliness, by the side of Adam, propping the. lily, 
training the vine, or directing the growth of the 
rose ; shedding such smiles upon him, and receiv- 
ing them reflected back from his noble countenance 
upon her happy spirit, as told in mute language, 
their perfect and conjoint bliss, was, no doubt, a 
brighter image of perfect virtue and undisturbed 
felicity; but to me, the sight of a woman in out 
fallen world, filing np by her piety, intelligence. 
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aiid all matronly and motherly excellences, the cii' 
ole of a home made happy chiefly by hei- iufiuence 
is a scene little infei'ior in beauty, and even supe 
I'ior in difficulty, to that of our first mother in Far- 
adise. And it is poetry, and not reason and moral 
taste, that can I'evel in imagination upon the beau- 
ties of the former, and see little to excite our warm 
est admiration in the latter. 

But it will be asked, perhaps, if we would shut 
up every married woman within the domestic cir- 
cle, and confine 1 e w th the jealousy and authority 
of an Oriental despot to he own home; or if we 
wonld condemn anj deg ade her to mere household 
drudgery. W e ha e e th It, protected ourselves 
already from th s n putat on, by representing her 
as the comfi o counselor, and comforter of 
man Oi no she hill w th our consent, never 
s li d w fro tl e 8 de ot man, to be trampled 
und h f ot She shall not have one ray of her 
gl y gu shed nor be deprived of a single 

h ha belo gs to her bex ; but to be the in- 

s u f her ch Id en the companion of her 

hu ban 1 and the queen consort of the domestic 

ta '^ich degradation ; and she, only, is de- 

gnd \ h thinks so. Still in connection with, 

h h n n neglect of, this, let her give her influ- 
ence up n oeiety to the circle of her friends on all 

u all casions, and in all suitable places, 

ThoUjjh the dmwing-room is not the cAie/ sphere 
of her influence, it is one of the circles in which she 
may move — and albeit incessant parties of pleasure. 
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and u wnstant round cf entertiinments aie not her 
mission, but stand dianjetneally opposed to it and 
binder it — ^jet as capalle ot influtncing soc etj for 
good, she IS ocoasiouillj to lend that mflocnw, 
which every wise and good woman everts over the 
tone of morals and manners, to the fi lends «ho 
niiy court her society Womin is the grace the 
ornament, the charm uf the social citcle, and when 
she came intj it habits that frown upgn iice, that 
check folly and disLOUiiten ince levity, she is i ben 
efactress of her conntrj And as to the various 
institutions of our age foi the relief of suffer ng 
humanity the instruct on of ignorance, and the 
spread uf religion, we give her all the room and 
liberty for these thrngs which are compatible with 
her duties to her own household What prudent 
female would aik moie, or whit ailiOLate of her 
rights would claim more' Woman 13 alwajs in 
her phce where chirity piesides, e\cept when her 
time and attention are demanded at home fir those 
who aie more immediately her chaigc But we 
shall have much more to advance on this subject in 
a future discourse. 

But what shall we say of those women who claim 
on their own behalf, or of their advocates who claim 
for them, a participation of the labors, the occupap 
tions, the rights and the duties whnJi have usually 
been conaidered as appert<iming to the other ses ? 
There are those who would hive the line of de- 
markation expunged which nt,iilv all nations have 
drawn between the dufic and tht, c cupations of 
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men and those of womec. Christianity has prO' 
vided a place for woman for which she is fitted, and 
in which she shines ; but take her out of that place, 
and her luster pales and sheds a feeble and a sickly 
ray. Or, to change the metaphor, woman is a plant, 
which in its own green-house seclusion will put 
forth all its hrilliant colors and all its sweet per- 
fume ; hut remove it from the protection of its own 
floral home into the common garden and open iield, 
where hardier flowers will grow and thrive, its 
beauty fades and its odor is diminished. Neither 
reason nor Christianity invites woman to the pro. 
feasor's chair, nor conducts her to the bar, nor 
makes her welcome to the pulpit, nor admits her to 
the place of ordinary magistracy. Both exclude 
her — not indeed by positive and specific commands, 
but by general principles and spirit, from the cor- 
ruption of the camp, the debates of the senate, and 
the pleadings of the forum. And they trid her be- 
ware how she overleaps the delicacy of her ses, and 
listens to the doctrines of effeminate debaters; or 
becomes the dupe of modern reformers or fashiona- 
ble journalists. They forbid us to hear her gentle 
voice in the popular assembly; and do not even 
suffer her to speak in the Church of God. They 
claim not for her the right of suffrage, nor any im- 
munity by whieh she may "usurp authority over 
the man." And yet the Bible gives her her throne, 
for she is the queen of the domestic circle. It is 
the heart of her husband. It is the heart of her 
fitmily. It is the female supremacy in that inter- 
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esting domain, where love, i 
finenieiit, thought and feeling preside. It is the priv- 
ilege of malting her husband happy and honored, 
and her sons and daughters the ornaments of human 
society. It is the sphere of piety, prudence, dili- 
gence, in the domestic station, and a holy and 
devout life. It is the sphere that was occupied by 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel ; by Elizabeth, the 
mother of John ; by Eunice, the mother of Timo- 
thy ; and by Mary, the mother of Jesus. It is the 
respect and esteem of mankind, it is, as one has 
said, that silent, unobserved, unobtrusive influence, 
by which she accomplishes more for her race, than 
many whose names occupy a broad space on the 
page of history. A woman who fills well the 
sphere thus assigned to her, as a wife, a mother, 
and a mistress ; who thus trains up good citizens 
for the state, and good fathers and mothers of other 
families which are to spring from her own ; and for 
aught she can tell still other families from ^em, 
perhaps in all 1 ut an endless luceession neel n t 
complain that he sphere of action and hei pcwer 
of influence are too limited for female amb ti n to 
aspire to. The mothers of tht wise and the good 
are the benefactresses of their species W hat 
would be gained to woman's oomtort repectabil ty, 
or usefulness, or to the wellare of society but how 
much would be lost to each, by withdraw ing her 
from her own appropriate "sphere, and introducing 
her to that for which she has no adaptation ? Who, 
es, and rash speculatists, 
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and rnistaken advocates of woman's I'ights, would 
take her from the home of her husband, her chil- 
dren, and her own heart, to wear out her sti-etigth, 
to consume her time, and to destroy her feminine 
excellence in committee-i-ooms, on platforms, and 
in mechanics' or philosophical institutions? But 
may not woman, in every way ia her power, bene- 
fit society by her talents and her influence ? Cer- 
tainly, in every legitimate way. Her sphere ia 
clearly assigned to her by Providence; and only 
by very special and obvious calls shouJd she be in- 
duced- to leave it. Whatever breaks down the 
modest reserve, the domestic virtues, tlie feminine 
gentleness of woman, is an injury done to the com- 
munity. Woman can be spared from the lecturer's 
chair, the platforms of general convocation, and the 
scenes of public business ; but she can not be spared 
from the hearth of her husband and the circle of her 
children. Substitutes can be found for her in the 
one, hut not in the other. In the bosom of domes- 
tie privacy she fulfills the truest dignity and faith- 
fulness, the firet and highest obligations of her sex. 
Monod's remarks on this subject are ei> beautiful, 
appropriate, and just, that 1 shall be more than for- 
given for the following long quotatitn ; 

" la not the humble sphere which wo assign to 
woman, precisely that for which her whole being is 
predisposed and preconstituted ? Her finer but 
more fragile conformation, the r^uicker pulsation of 
her. heart, the more exquisite sensibility of her 
nerves, the delicaey of her organs, and even the 
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softness of lier featui-ea, all combine to make her 
what Se. Peter so aptly designates ' the weaker 
vessel,' and render her constitutionally unfit for in- 
cessant and weighty cares, for the duties of the 
state, for the vigils of the cabinet, for all that which 
yields renown in thu world. 

"Again, are not the powers of her mind equally 
distinct^ The question is sometimes started, are 
they equal to those of man? They are neither 
equal nor unequal ; they are ditferent, being wisely 
adapted to another end. 

" For the accomplishment of the work assigned 
to man, woman's faculties are inferior to bis ; or, 
rather, she is not adapted to it. We speak of the 
general rule, and not of exceptions. It must be 
conceded that, by way of exception, there are 
among women some few whose intellects are adapt- 
ed to the cares reserved, on principle, to the other 
sex, or that peculiar situations may rise in which 
women of ordinary capacities are called upon to 
dischai^e the duties assigned to man, man in that 
case being the defaulter ; provided, however, that 
these exceptions are clearly indicated by God, or 
called for by the interests of humanity. For after 
all, ia the mission of woman, humility is but the 
means, charity the end, to which all must be sub- 
servient. And why should not God who has made 
exceptions of this nature in sacred history, do the 
same in ordinary life ? 

" Be this as it may, we leave exceptions to God, 
and to the conscience of the individual, and, ab- 
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atainiiig from all irritating, personal, or contestable 
questions, will confine ourselves simply to the 
general rule, 

" Geaerally speaking, enlarged views of politics 
and science, the bold flight of metaphysics, the 
sublimer conceptions of poetry, which, bursting 
every shaokle, soar in the boundless region of 
thought and imagination, ai'e not in tlie province of 

" In that limited sphere, however, of which we 
are speaking — limited in extent, hut boundless in 
influence, within which, suppoi't«d by Scripture, we 
exhort woman to confine her actions; she is en- 
dowed with feculties superior to those of man, or, 
rather, she alone is adapted to it. Here she has 
her requital; here she proves herself mistress of 
the field ; and employs those secret resources which 
might be termed admirable, if they did not inspire 
a more tender sentiment both toward her and to- 
ward God, who has so richly endowed her. 

" Her practical survey, equally sure and rapid ; 
her quick and accurate perception ; her wonderful 
power of penetrating the heart, in a way unknown 
and impracticable to man; her never-failing pres- 
ence of mind and personal attention on all occa- 
sions ; her constant though imperceptible vigilance ; 
her numerous and fertile resources m the manage- 
ment of her domestic affairs ; her ever-ready access 
and willing audience to all who need her ; her free- 
dom of thought and action in the midst of the most 
agonizing sufferings and accumulated embarrass- 
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ments ; her elasticity — may I say her perseverance 
— despite of feebleness; hei- exquisitely tender feel 
ings ; her tact so practiced, were it not instinctive 
her extreme perfection in little things ; her dexterous 
industry" in the worit of her hands (Prov. xxxi. 13) 
her incomparable skiil in nursing the siclc ; in cheer- 
ing a broken spirit; in re-awaliening a sleeping 
science ; in re-opening a heart that has long been 
closed ; in fine, innumerable are the things which 
she accomplishes, and which man can neither discern 
nor effect without the aid of her eye and her hand." 
Now look at woman's natural adaptation for her 
sphere. If the view here given of woman's mission 
be connect, we can in a moment perceive what is 
required to enable her to fulfill it. There must be, 
what indeed there generally is pervading the sex, a 
consciousness of subordination without any sense 
of degradation, or any wish that it were otherwise. 
She scarcely needs to be taught that in the domestio 
economy she is second, and not first, that " the man 
is the head of the woman." It is a law of nature 
written on the heart, and coincides exactly with the 
law of God written on the page of revelation. It is 
first of all an instinct, and then confirmed by j'ea- 
son. Without this law deeply engraveu and coa. 
stautiy felt as well as known, her situation would be 
endured as a slavery, and she would be constantly 
endeavoring to throw off the yoke. Her condition 
would be wi'ctched, and she would make all wretch- 
ed around her. With such a sense of oppression, 
or even of hardship pressing upon the mind, no 
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duty could be well performed, and the family would 
be a scene of domestic warfare. But she generally 
knows her place, and feck it her happiness as well 
as her duty to keep it. It is not necessity, hut even 
choice, that produces a willing subjection. She is 
contented it should be so, for God has implanted 
the disposition in her nature. 

Then her gentkneis is another part of her qualifi- 
cation for her duty. She should have, must have, 
really has influence, power, impulsion, if not com- 
pulsion. Were she utterly powerless, she could do 
nothing. Her iafluence, however, is a kind of pas. 
sive power — it is the power that draws rather than 
drives, and commands by obeying. Her gentleness 
makes her great. How winning are her smiles ; 
how melting her teare ; how insinuating her words ! 
"Woman loses her power when she parts from her 
gentleness. It is this very yieldingness, which, like 
the buliush lifting against the force of the stream, 
before which, for a mojnent, it has bowed, that 
gives her a power to rise superior to the force of 
circumstances, against which, if stern resistance 
were offered, it would break before them. She van- 
quishes by submission. How necessary is gentle- 
ness to the fulfillment of her mission in handling the 
young and tender spirits of her children, and train- 
ing the first delicate shoots of their infantile dispo- 
sitions ; and for direeUng the feelings of that one 
heart on which she depends for her happiness. 
There are yast varieties of disposition in women, 
and many are sensitive, petulant, irritable, jealous, 
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quick to feel and to resent ; but notwithstanding all 
this, and even under all this, there is s, gentleness 
of disposition which indicates her vocation as des- 
tined to inftuence and constrain by love. 

Tenderness is another of her characteristics. The 
formfer related more to mannei', this more to dis- 
position ; that to habitual conduct toward all per- 
sons and all cases, this to the occasional exercise of 
sympathy with distress. Tenderness is so charac- 
teristic of the female heart, that an unfeeling woman 
is considered a libel upon her sex. If compasSon 
were driven out from evei'y other habitation, it 
would find there its last retreat. Jier heart is so 
made of tenderness, that she is ever in danger of 
being imposed upon liy craft and falsehood. How 
suitable such a disposition for one who is to be the 
chief comforter of the domestic economy ; who is 
to mollify the wounds of her husband's heart, and 
to heal the sorrows of her children ; whose ear is to 
listen to every taie of domestic woe, and whose 
bosom is to be the lodging-place of all family 
grief! 

Self-denial is no less necessary for this domestic 
mission, than any thing I have yet mentioned. 
How much of ease, comfort, enjoyment, must she 
surrender who has to consult her husband's comfort 
and will before her own; whose happiness is to 
consist, in a great measure, in making others happy j 
who has first to endure all that is connected with 
giving birth to lier children, and then all that is 
connected with nursing, watching, comforting, and 
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training them. One of the most strilting instancea 
a our wo d of enduiamu and self letial both as 
to exte t and the (het-rtulnesi wjth whidi it la 
bor e s the bu«y tender ind contented mother jf 
a r a ng family God hd*. given t to hej or else I 
somet c es wonder how she can exercise it 

A d tl e r see her fortitude in this situation In 
that cc rage which leads man to the cinnons 
mout! to mount the breach o to encountet some 
terr he danger ot any ithci kini she la infeuorto 
mad , but in the fortitude mamfe^ted by enduring 
bodily sufiering the ills of poverty, the was^iig in 
fluence of long continued privation*' the gloom of 
solitude the wrongs of injustice the cruelty of 
neglect the heel of ojj.ies«on, is sh" not in all 
this as superior to man a^> man is to her in all that 
appertains to btute foice 1 

On the s>ubject ot w min s fortitude and puwer 
of endurance I will introluce thjugh it may be at 
some length the most suipr sing mstaoce of it per 
haps on record «hpther in inspired or uninspired 
history which w ill serve as an appropriate illustra 
tion of this part of the subject of my sermon. The 
apostle John, in his narrative of the events of the 
crucifixion of our Lord, says with beautiful simpli- 
city, and without a single comment, as if he would 
not attempt and could not hope to add to the 
grandeur of the incident : "Now there stood hy the 
cross of Jesus, his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene." 
Johnxis. 35, That the other women should have 
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been there is ]es3 wonderful, though even their 
presence at such a scene, from which it would seem 
as if all the apostles had retired, except John, was 
indeed an instance of the fortitude of heroic love. 
But that his MOTHBit should have been there, not 
afar off, but by the cross; not prostrate in a swoon, 
or beating her breast, wringing her hands, tearing 
her hair, and shrieking in frantic grief; but sland- 
ing in silent, though pensive anguish, to witness the 
horrors of ei'ucifixion, so far surpassing those of any 
Kiodern method of execution; the crucifixion of her 
son, and such a son ! O wondrous woman ! and act, 
surpassing wonder ! To whatever length endurance 
may be carried by attendance at the $ick-bed of a 
dying friend, how few of even female heroes could 
witness the executton of a husband, son, or brother! 
I have read of one, who, when her lover was exe- 
cuted for high-treason, had herself conveyed in a 
mourning-coach to witness the dreadful process; 
and when the whole was closed by severing the head 
from the body, that head which had leaned on her 
bosom, simply said, " I follow thee," and sighing 
forth the name of her slaughtered friend, fell back 
in the coach and instantly expired. Here was a 
power of endurance carried to a point which nature 
could sustain no longer, and it sunk at length crushed 
beneath the intolerable burden of its grief. But 
behold the scene before us; that roother, in the 
dignity and majesty of profound yet composed grief, 
endured to the end. Peter had denied his Master — 
the other disciples, at the sight of the officers of 
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justice and the soldiers, amid the deep shadows of 
GethsetDane, h^ deserted Him, and still kept at a 
distance from the scene of suffering and danger ; but 
there, standing by the cross, were these dauntless 
holy women, sustaining with wondrous fortitude 
the sight of his dying agonies, and confessing the! t 
Lord in the hour of his deepest humiliation, in the 
absence of his friends and in tlie presence of his 
foes — and there among them was his mother. I 
shall never wonder at any thing that female forti- 
tude, when upheld by Divine grace, can do, after it 
oould stand in the person of Mai7, at the foot of the 
cross, when Christ her Son and her Lord was sus- 
pended upon it. Nor shall I ever despair of the 
support of any woman in the hour and scene of her 
deepest woe, who is Tvilling to be sustained, after I 
have beheld the mother of our Lord upheld in that 
unutterably awful situation. Painters and poets 
have not done justice to the dignity of this most 
honored of all women. There is still existing a 
picture of Annibal Carracei, entitled "The Three 
Marys," the subject of which is these holy women 
surveying the body of Christ after !t was taken 
down from the cross. As a work of art it is inimi- 
table, and does' full justice to the painter's skill. 
But it does far less justice to the character of the 
mother of our Lord, than the apostle's description 
of her. In the painting she is represented as in a 
swoon over the dead body of Jesus, whose head 
reclines on her lap, while the other figures are set 
forth in the attitudes of passionate grief. How dif- 
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ferent this to the dignified, majestic, and composed 
grief whioh stood beneath the cross ! So far must 
art ever fall hetieatli nature, still lower below the 
wonders of grace, and most of all below such grace 
as this. 

Let woman study this pathetic and amazing 
scene, and learn that the deepest love, or the no- 
blest grief, is not that sickly sensibility, that emo- 
tional excitability, which is too tender to hear the 
eight of suffering; hut that which, instead of sink- 
ing into hysterical outci'ies, or retiring with averted 
eyes from the sufferer's agonies, or is borne swoon- 
ing from the si"ht of tears and blood can control 
its fe 1 g a <i 1 n t p f a a 
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incapable of resolution, and render her incompetent 
in times of her own sorrow and trial, for any thing 
besides weeping over the calamities which she might 
otherwise remove, and make her altogether unfit for 
those hardy services of mercy, which the miseries 
of others will sometimes req^uire at her hands. 
9* 
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Arising out of this, and as one beautiful display 
of it, see her when called to put forth her gentle- 
ness, her sympathy, and her self-denial, in the hour 
of affliction, and the chamber of sickness. It has 
been somewhere beautifully said, that, " In sicliness, 
there is no hand like woman's hand, no heart like 
woman's heart ; and there is not. A man's breast 
may swell with unquestionable aoiTow, and appre- 
hension may rend his mind ; yet place him by the 
sick couch, and in the shadow, leather than in the 
light of the sad lamp that watches it ; let him have 
to count over the long, dull hours of night, and 
wait, alone and sleepless, the stru^le of the gray 
dawn into the chamber of suffering, let him be ap- 
pointed to this ministry, even for the sake of the 
brother of his heart, or the father of his being, and 
his grosser nature, even where it is mosi perfect, 
will tire ; his eye will close, and his spirit grow 
impatient of the dreary task ; and though love and 
anxiety remain undiminished, his mind will own to 
itself a creeping in of irj'esistible selfishness, which, 
indeed, he may be ashamed of, and struggle to 
reject, but which, despite of all his efforts, remains 
to characterize his nature, and prove, in one instance, 
at least, his manly weakness. But see a mother, 
a sister, or a wife, in his place ! The woman feels 
no weariaess, and owns no recollection of self In 
aOence, and in the depth of night, she dwells not 
only passively, but so far as the qualified term may 
express our meaning, joyously. Her ear acquiring 
a blind man's instinct, as, from time to time, it 
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catches the slightest stir, or whisper, or breath, of 
the now more than ever loved one, who lies under 
the hand of human affliction. Her step, as in ohe- 
dience to an impulse or a signal, would not waken 
a mouse ; if she speaks, her accents are a soft echo 
of natui-al harmony, most delicious to the sick 
man's ear, conveying all that sound can convey of 
pity, comfort, and devotion ; and thus, night after 
night, she tends him like a creature sent from a 
higher world, when all earthly watchfulness has 
failed; her eye never winking, her mind never 
palled, her nature, which, at all other times, is 
weakness, now gaining a superhuman strength and 
magnanimity, A erse^ forgotten, and her sex alone 
predominant." 

But as woman's mission is, in an especial sense, 
one of charity, love is, above all things, essential 
to its right performarce. Here, again, I will give 
a long quotation from Monod's beautiful work : 

" But in speaking of love, it is less the degree 
than the character which is of importance. Love, 
as we have before said, is the very essence of 
woman's existence. But what love? Let her re- 
flect, and she will find that it is precisely that love 
which predisposes her for the vocation of benefi- 
cence prescribed for her by the Scriptures, There 
are two kinds of love — ^love which receives, and 
love which gives. The former rejoices in the sen- 
timent which it inspires, and the sacrifice it obtains ; 
the second delights in the sentiment which it expe- 
riences, and the sacrifice which it makes. These 
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estecl. Man loves woman more for his own sake 
than for hers ; woman, on the contrary, loves man 
less for her own sake than for his. Man, because 
he is not sufficient in himself, loves that which has 
been given him of God ; woman, because she feels 
that she is needed, loves hzm to whom God has 
given her. If solitude weighs heavily upon man, 
it is because life has no charms for him when sep- 
arated from his helpmeet ; if woman dreads living 
alone, it is because life has lost its aim, while she 
has none to whom she can be 'an helpmeet.' Of 
her it may be said, if we may be permitted to make 
the comparison, in the emphatic language of Scrip- 
ture, ' We love her, because she iirst loved us.' " 

If such, then, be woman's mission, and who will 
deny or question it, then how immensely important 
is it that this should be well understood, and that she 
should be properly trained to perform it well. But 
is this really understood, and is education so con- 
ducted as to qualify woman for her mission? It I'e- 
quires little knowledge of modem society to answer 
these questions in the negative. 

Parents, and especially mothers, ye who have 
daughters, to you appertains the serious, and delib- 
erate, and prayerful consideration, of this momentous 
and deeply interesting subject. Look upon those 
girls whom Providence has committed to your care, 
and say to yourselves, "I very distinctly perceive, 
and as impressively feel, the importance of the fe- 
male character on account of its influence upon the 
well-being of society, And it is clear to me, that 
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woman's is a domestic mission, which is to affect 
society through the medium of family influence. 
As she fills up her place with wisdom and propriety, 
Bo will she promote the well-heing of the commu- 
nity. Nor is it society only, but the Church of 
Christ, that is concerned in, and promoted hy, the 
female character. Now, / have daughters, who 
must contribute their share of influence to the pub- 
lic weal or woe. How shall they be educated, so 
as best to fulfill their mission, should they be called 
to preside over the domestic economy 1 It depends 
mucli upon me, whether they fail or succeed in this 
their mission." These are appropriate, weighty, and 
necessary reflections, and they peculiarly belong to 
mothers. To fhenj, I say, in all your conduct never 
let these thoughts and views be long out of your 
minds. Look beyond the drawing-rooms of your 
friends, where your daughters are to be sometimes 
seen, perhaps shown. Look higher than to get them 
married, even well married. Take into account 
their being well qualified to fulfill their mission. 
Set them before you as the future heads of a domes- 
tic establishment, and prepare them to preside ovei' 
it with dignity and efficiency. 

How much in modern education is calculated, if 
not intended, rather to prepare our females to dazzle 
in the circle of fashion and the gay party, than to 
shine in the retirement, of home. To polish the ex- 
terior by what are called accomplishments, seems 
to be more the object, than to give a solid substra- 
tum of piety, intelligence, good sense, and social 
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virtue. Never was a subject less Huderstood than 
education. To store the memory with facts, or to 
fultivate the taste for music, singing, drawing, lan- 
guages, and needle-work, are the ultimatum with 
many. The use of the intellect in the way of deep 
reflection, sound judgment, accurate discrimination, 
is not taught as it should be ; while the direction of 
the will, the cultivation of the heart, and the forma- 
tion of ihe character, are lamentably neglected. 
We ask not the sacrifice of any thing that can add 
grace, and elegance, and ornament, to the feminine 
character; but we do want incorporated with this, 
more of what is masculine in knowledge and wisdom. 
We want to see woman educated not to be man's 
play-tbing, but his companion. We want to see her 
invested with something higher and better than 
fashionable littlenesses, elegant trifles, and fascinating 
airs. We want her to be fitted to hold fest her 
husband's heart by the esteem he beara for her judg- 
ment ; to inspire the confidence and reverence of 
her children, and in that home where her potent in- 
fluence is felt, to train up men and women who shall 
add to the strength and glorj of the nation. 

In this, let mothers be assisted by those to whom 
they inti-ust the education of their daughters when 
they pass fjom their hands. It is melancholy to 
think of the incompetency of a laj^e portion of those 
to whom the education of females is intrusted. 
-How little has it ever occurred to many of them to 
inquire into woman's mission : what is necessary to 
qualify them for it, and how they shall aid her in 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



lUS YOUNG WOMAN S FKIESD, 

obtaining this fitness. How rarely i^oes it come 
within their comprehension tbat it is their duty, and 
should be theii- study, not only to give knowledge, but 
wisdom ; not only to train the performer, the artist, 
or the linguist, but to lay the foundation of the char- 
acter of the sincere Christian, the intelligent wom- 
an, the prudent wife, the judicious mother, the saga- 
cious mistress, and the useful member of society. 

And if in a sermon to women, and when I am 
addressing mothers, there be no impropriety in 
turning as de fir a few moments to ■iddress mjself 
as well to fatheii I would siy tj them study 
deeply, and ponder m cli the momentous import 
ance of the noMEeTir constitutiob In the pres- 
ent age, how nmch has been said and wntten re- 
specting (m/roieme?J/i in society, but never let it 
be forgotten that all radical improiement must 
commence m the homes and at the hearts of our 
families. All mquiiies how best to cure evisting 
evils, or to supply existing defects, whieh do not 
begin here, will be superficial in their nature, and 
unsatisfactory in their results, Ifc is in the correct 
undeistanding of the nature of parental obligations, 
and right discharge of the duties of man and wife 
toward each other and their children, that the chief 
restorative remedy for the diseases of a nation must 
be sought, as well as the best means of preserving 
its health. Institutions may be set up to aid or to 
supplement a father's efforts, or to alter the nature, 
or widen the sphere of woman's mission ; and an 
arlificiai state of social life may be produced, var- 
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nished and glittering with the showy devices of 
human wisdom, but it will be found iu the end, 
that the purposes of the God of nature, the Great 
Author of human society, can not be frustrated ; 
and that the parent must still be regarded as the 
educator of the child, and home the school for the 
formation of characte]'. 

And here I would remind you of your privileges 
as Protestants, in having no inti'uder thrusting him- 
self into your families, or exerting, without coming 
there, through the medium of the confessional^ and 
from behind the parent's chaii', an influence greater 
than that of the parent's, whether father or mother. 
A French writer thus depicts the homes of his coun- 
try : " The qnestion is about our family — that sacred 
asylum in which we all desire to seek the repose of 
the heart. We retiuti, exhausted, to the domestic 
hearth ; but do we find there the repose we sigh 
for ? Let us not dissemble, hut acknowledge to 
ourselves how things are. There is, in our family, 
a aad difference (if sentiment, and the most serious 
of all. We may speak to our mothers, wives, and 
daughters, on any of the subjects which form the 
topics of conversation, with indifferent persons, 
such as business, or the news of the day ; but never 
on subjects that affect the heart, or moral life, such 
as eternity, religion, the soul, and God ! Choose, 
for instance, the moment when we naturally feel 
disposed to meditate with our family in common 
thought, some quiet evening, at the family table ; 
ventute even there — m your own house— at your 
10 
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own fireside — to say one word about these things : 
yoTir mother sadly shakes her head ; j our wife con- 
tradicts you ; your daughter, by her very silence, 
shows her disapprobation. They ore on one side 
of the table, and you on the other, alone. One would 
think that in the midst of them, and opposite to 
you, was seated an invisible personage to contradict 
whatever you may say." This scene the author can 
not forget. He recurs to it once more ; " You en- 
ter ft house in the evening, and sit down at the 
family table ; one thing will almost always strike 
you: the mother and daughters are, together, of 
one and the same opinion, on one side, while the 
fatiier is on the other, and alone. What docs this 
mean ? It means that there is some one man at his 
table whom you do not see, to contradict and give 
the lie to whatever the father may utter."* 

• " PrieatB, Women, and Families," by Michelet. Tliere 
are mnnj opinions in this work, of wLich I can not, for a 
moment, be supposed to approve, bnt ia not this y'lcv of tho 
domestic economy in France too true = Aoeording to this 
onthor. there are more tha.n 620,000 girls training np by 
nuns, under the direction, Wo, of men, themselyes unmar- 
ried, and therefore grossly ignorant of what a family is. 
To these he adds 200,000 boys, 6.000 sisters of ohaiity, and 
myriads of women. All these youths, it will be remem- 
bered, are but single branches , young and tender ones, too , 
unnatnrally torn from their parent stem or family tree. 
Thus the domestJo hearth of every home is daily infested by 
the intrusion of one man, strangely styled the director, 
or spirtual guide ! Tlie indiridual wbom we are aooustora- 
ed to regard as the hesd of the honae— tlie fnther-is treat- 
ed by the intruder as a cipher. In his absence, court is 
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Nor should young females themselvus be kept m 
ignorance of woman's mission. Their future desti 
ny, as stated in the last sei'mon, should sometiines, 
n able governess, be set- before 
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earnest prayer, that you may first of all thoroughly 
understand your mission, and then diligently prepare 
for it, and hereafter as successfully fulfill it. Look 
round and see what women commend themselves 
most to your judgment as worthy of imitation. You 
will see some, perhaps, in whom, as Monod says, 

paid to the mother — the weaker reesel — and what is truly 
melinoholy aa well as aiugiilar, wa are eipressly assured, 
the father is generally aware that these meu are bring- 
ing up his children agaiuat himself! A more fatal iuTa- 
siOQ of God's own domestic constitution has noier been 
framed and so shamefultj' accomplished. It resembles the 
recorded origin of all eyil. Here is the serpent once mora 
beguiling Eve through hia eubtletj. This introder on for- 
bidden ground must prove ' the canker-worm of many a 
gentle breast." — Anderson's Domeatic ConstUuUim. 
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reserve has degenerated iato supineness, activity into 
restlessness, vigilance into curiosity, ta«t into cun- 
ning, penetration into eensoriousness, promptitude 
iato ISVity, fluency into loquacity, grace into co- 
quetry, taste into fastiiliousness, aptitude into pre- 
sumptioh, influence into intrigue, empire into domi- 
nation, and tenderness into morbid susceptibility; 
some whose power of loving is converted into jeal- 
ousy ; and their desire of usefulness into obtrusive- 
ness. From such turn away, as from examples in 
■which the best qualities are metamorphosed into tlie 
woret. And equally avoid those whose wholo aim 
seems to be to amuse and be amused ; whose vanity 
is predominant, even in matronly age ; and who ap- 
pear, in their taste for gayety, company, and enter- 
tainments, to forget that thoy have any mission upon 
earth, except to flutter in a drawing-room, and to 
dazzle its guests. On the contrary, select for your 
models those who seem to be aware of woman's 
destiny and mission, as a helpmeet fob man. 

If in closing a sermon, already too long, I may 
suggest a few things which, in preparing to fulfill well 
your future mission, it is of importance you should 
attend to, I would mention the following: 

Deeply ponder, that character for life is usually 
formed in youth. It is the golden season of life, 
and to none more truly and eminently so than to 
the young woman. Pier leisure, her freedom fi'om 
care, and her protected situation, give her the oppor- 
tunity for this, which it is her wisdom and her duty 
to consider, embrace, and improve. 
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It is of immeiiae consequence you should consider 
that whosoever may help you, and whatever appli- 
ances from without may be brought to hear upon 
your mind and heart, you must, to a considerable 
extent, be the constructor of your own character. 
Set out in life with ^ deep conviction of the momen- 
tous consequence of self-discipline. Let your mind, 
your heart, your conscience, be the chief object of 
your solicitude. 

Lay the basis of all your excellences in true re- 
ligion—the religion of the heart— the religion of 
penitence, faith in Cairist, love to God, a holy and 
heavettly mind. No character can be well-con- 
structed, safe, complete, beautiful, or useful, without 
this. 

Cultivate those dispositions of mind which have 
especial reference to your future mission as the help, 
meet for man. Improve your mind, and grow in 
intelligence by a thirst for knowleege ; for how can 
an ignorant woman be a companion for a sensible 
man? Cherish a thoughtful, reflective turn of mind. 
Look beneath the surface of things ; beyond their 
present aspect to their future consequences. Be 
somewhat meditative, and learn to restrain your 
words and feelings by a rigid self-control. Pay 
most anxious attention to your temper, and acquire 
as much as possible its perfect command. More 
women are rendered miserable, and render others 
miserable, by neglect of this than perhaps by any 
other means whatever. Let meekness of disposi- 
tion and gentleness of manner be a constant study. 
10* 
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These ai-e woman's amiabilities, which fit her for her 
future situation far better than the bold, imposing, 
and ohtniaive airs of those who mistake the secret 
of vo an 3 nfluence. 

Cont ntment a d patience, self-denial and submis- 
sion 1 um 1 ty and subordination, prudence and dis- 
creton are all v rtups the seeds tf which should 
be sowi byjou n e-irlj jouth, that the rich ripe 
fi-u ts of the n m ght he gathered m future life 
Benevolence of heait and kindness of dispositLon, 
must be among your foremost stud es the most 
prominentohjectsof\rur pursuit ind most laborif us 
endeavors, for these are the virtues which m then 
maturity are to form the matronly excellence, and 
constitute you the fit companion for a husband. 

Make accomplishments subordinate to more sub- 
stantial excellences. Let the former be to the latter 
only as the burnish of the gold, or the sparkle of 
the diamond. And as matters of mental taste are 
to be less thought of than the state of the heart and 
the formation of moral character, so let especially 
corporeal decorations he in low estimation compared 
with those of the mind. 

To prepare you to carry out the duties of your 
future mission with ease to yourself, with satisfac- 
tion to a husband, and comfort to a household, pay 
attention to Ihe minor virtues — punctuality, love of 
order, and dispatch. These are all of immense im- 
portance : the want of them in the female head of 
a family, must necessarily fill the home with confu- 
sion, and the hearts of its inmates with sadness. 
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Set out in life with a deep conviction of tlie import- 
ance of habits, and a constant recollection that habits 
for life are formed in youth ; and that these habits, 
if not acquired then, are never liltely to he. 

Aim at universal excellence. Do little things 
well. Avoid with extreme dread a loose, slovenly, 
and careless way of doing any thing proper to be 
done. 

Young Women, your whole future life will illus- 
trate and confirm the truth and propriety of this 
advice, either by the comfort and usefulness which 
result from attending to it, or by the personal and 
relative misery which will inevitably follow, from 
your casting it into oblivion. It is in this way only 
you can fulfill with effect that which it has been the 
object of this discourse to set before you — "Woii- 
jji'e Mission in Social Life. 
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Ih the woild f nituie we ire now passing 
through the venial qnaitei of the year. Spring, 
lovely, animating spring is sheddi ig its reviving 
and gladdening smiles upon ua It is always a 
season otbeau^. "For lo! the wmter is past, the 
rain is over and gone ; the flowers appear on the 
earth ; the time of the singing of bii-da is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in the land." Na- 
ture stands forth dressed in her garh of living green, 
decorated with the chaste colors, and perfumed with 
the mild fragrance of the violet, the primrose, and 
the cowslip. It is a season of Joy as well as 
beauty; recovered from the gloom of wiiitiy 
months, the eai-th smiles, and is vocal with delight. 
The feathered songsters of the grove blend theii 
notes with the lowing of the herds and the bleating 
of the flocks; and the harmony is completed by the 
joyful sounds of the husbandman, and the gentle 
swell of the ocean breaking mildly upon the shore. 
But it is also a season of oefmh;, as well as of lovo' 
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lineas aiiiJ delight. The farmer ia busy in his 
iields, the florist in his grccn-house, and the horti- 
culturist in his garden ; and the torpor produced by 
short days and cold nights is succeeded by univer- 
sal motion for full well is it Known and felt, that 
a seedless spring must be followed by a fruifless 
autumn. Hope adds the hnishing mark the htioke 
of grace, to \ernil scenes The blade sprmgmg 
from the well cultnated soil, and the blossom pend 
ant from the wpII pruned tree, give the promise 
and prospect of the futuie ciop 

And what is jouth but the vernal period of e\ 
istence ; it is the season of beautj and of joy , it 
should be the season of activ ity and ot hope It is 
now that the beauty of the humao form is m all its 
untainted fre'^hness, and the spirits uf our animal 
nature aie in all their unchecked vigor And it 
should be now that oil the energies of the soul aie 
put forth m the w iy of self impiovemi.nt, to awaken 
the hopes, not only of their possessor, but of every 
observer. Do, my young friends, thus look abroad 
upon the field of nature ; not only to poetize, but 
to moralize; cot only to admire, but to imitate; 
not only to feel the throb of pleasure and thrill of 
delight, but to learn lessons of wisdom, and collect 
motives for self-improvement. You are, then, in- 
deed you are, passing through your moral spring, 
and as in nature, so in your existence, there can be 
but one spring in the year; and in each case, it is 
the spring that will give the character to the whole 
of the year that follows. It is then the seeds of in- 
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telligence, of prudence, of virtus, of piety must be 
sown, or there will be no produce in the after-periods 
of your history. A seedless spring must hei-e also 
be followed by a fruitless autumn, and a destitute, 
dreary, and cheerless winter. 

This sermon is devoted to the enforcement of 
early piety. 

Your first concern — and deep, indeed, should that 
concern be — is, of course, to understand the nature 
of real religion. This is of momentous importance. 
No language can exaggerate it. There can bo no 
hyperbole here. Upon a right understanding of 
this subject is suspended your happiness for eter- 
nity. Ponder that woj'd eternity, and think of the 
millions of millions of ages, passing comprehension, 
it includes ; all to be filled with torment or bliss, 
according as you understand and practice, or mis- 
take the nature and neglect the claims of true relig- 
ion. Should not this awaken solicitude of the 
deepest kind ? Wliat should increase the concern 
of your mind to deep solicitude, and almost to dis- 
tress, is that both our Lord and his apostles lead us 
to believe, by what they have said, that mistakes on 
this subject are very common and very destructive, 
as jou may learn by consulting the following pas- 
sages of Holy Scripture: Psalm cxxsix. 23, 24; 
Matt. vii. 13-28 ; 1 Cor. xiii. ; 3 Cor. xiii. 5-7 j 
Gal. iv. 11-18; vi. 3-5. 

To guard against mistakes, go to the right source 
of information ; consult the only infiiUible oracle — 
the Word of God. You have the Bible in your 
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hand ; seareli that — search it yourselves, and fot 
youreelves. Do not be satisfied with merely con- 
sulting men's works, but consult God's own Word. 
All churches, whatever they may boast, may evr, 
have erred, and have no authority or ability to set 
tie this matter for you. Creeds and catechisms, 
prayer-books and missals, formularies and confes 
sions, are none of them pure truth ; this appertains 
only to the Bible. The Bible, the Bible alone, is 
the religion of Christians. Not that I would have 
you reject the help of these things, but only their 
authority. A humble, docile mind will be thank- 
ful for human aid in tlie great business of religion. 
There is a medium between despising assistance 
and so depending upon it as to cast off all self- 
inquiry. ■ The pert and flippant self-sufficiency 
which would lead a young woman to neglect, much 
more despise, the judgment of those who have stud 
ied the Word of God more closely than it is possi 
ble she can have done, and whose calling it is to 
teach it, is no proof of that humility which is one 
of the brightest ornaments of her sex. It can not, 
therefore, be my intention to teach young females 
to think lightly of ministers and books, in the mo- 
mentous concerns of religion ; but simply to re- 
mind them of their duty to search the Scriptures 
5, by which authority all books and all 
be tried. 

Before we eome to this source of information on 
he nature of religion, we may just remark that there 
iro on ' or two things which we may presume be- 
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forehand rnvsl of necessity characterize it. Since 
religion lias iiret of all and chiefly to do with (lod, 
and sinee God can and does regard, search, and 
judge the heart — the true seal of religion must be 
the heart. It is not a mei'e outward thing — a round 
of ceremonies — or a course of imintelligent action. 
The soitl must he religious ; our whole inner self — 
the intellect— the will — the affections — the consci- 
ence^niust be under the influence of piety. Mark 
this ; there must be thought — choice— affection — ■ 
conscientiousness. Again, whatever be true relig- 
ion, it must primarily relate to God, and must of 
necessity be a right state of mind and heart toward 
him. It must also be to its possessor a very seri- 
ous, solemn, important matte]' ; it supposes great 
concern, for it is an affiiir for salvation^eternity — 
heaven. It must make a very different kind of 
character from that of the pei'son who is not living 
under its influence. It is too great a matter to 
leave no mark, to produce no impression, to form 
no peculiarity. So that we may be sure while it 
lives properly in the heart, it will develop itself 
visibly in the outward character. 

With these ideas, which are at once obvious, in- 
structive, and impressive, let us open the New Tes- 
tament and see what descriptions of religion we 
find there ; and we beg your very closest attention 
to them, as in the presence of God and the prospect 
of eternity. The apostle Paul, in setting forth the 
subject and substance of his ministiy, describes it 
thus : " Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
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Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Clirist" — Acts xx. 21. This, then, is 
true religion — -repentance and faith. If we turn to 
the Gospel by John, we read thus : " But as many as 
received Him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name ; which were bom, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God" — Chap. i. 12, 13. This is also repeated in 
the third chapter: "Jesus answered. Verily, ver- 
ily, I f^y unto tbee, except a man be bom. of water 
■ and of the spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom 
of God." This is religion, a new spiritual birth; 
or, in other words, an entire spiritual renovation of 
our fallen and corrupt nature. Then, again, we may 
quote the apostle's words in that beautifiil chapter on 
charity: "And now ahidethfeith, hope, charity, these 
three ; but the greatest of these is charity" — 1 Cor. 
xiii. 13. This also is religion^ — /at(A, hope, love. 
Similar to this is his language in his Epistle to the 
Galatians : " For in Jesus Christ neither cii-cum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncireumcision ; but 
faith which worketh by love" — Chap. v. 6. This 
is an immensely important passage, as showing 
that no outward ceremonial observances or church 
relationship constitute religion ; but a true, simple 
faith in Christ for salvation ; producing love to God, 
to man, to holiness. This accords with what our 
Lord said, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great coramand- 
11 
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metit. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets" — 
Matt. xxii. 37-40. Then, again, the apostle said, 
" For the grace of God that briugeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying na- 
godlineas and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in tbis present world ; look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from ali iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works" — Titua li, 11-14, 
As marking the solicitude which characterizes tme 
religion, we may refer to Acts xvi, ; "And bronght 
them out, and said, Sii's, what most I no to db 
BAYED r' And what was Paul's answer? "BiLiavn 
ON THB Loan Jesus Chbist, and thou shalt be saved," 
Observe, then, from these passages, what is re- 
ligion and its usual order? Tnie conviction of sin; 
deep solicitude about pai'don and salvation ; con- 
fession of sin, without defense, excuse, or palli. 
ation ; genuine repentance ; self-renunciation ; iaith 
in Christ, or a simple reliance on him for salvation ; 
the new birth, or an entire change of our corrupt 
nature; love to God, leading to obedience of his 
commands; and a holy life, a serious observance 
of all the ordinances of religion, including baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, Are these things so ? Is 
this the description of religion given «s ia the New 
It 1 Who will pretend to deny it ? Search 
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for yourselves ! You will see at once how this an- 
Bwcrs to the general description of it previously 
given, as a thing of the heart— a right state of mind 
toward God — a matter of deep concern to the mind 
tliat possesses it — and making an ohvious distinc- 
tion betweea hina who has it and him who has it 
not. 

You are in danger, my young friends, from the 
female temperament — from your sensibility, sus- 
ceptibility, and imaginaliveness — of having your 
Kkinds led astray on the subject of religion, and of 
considering it rather as a matter of feeling than of 
principle — as belonging rather to the emotions than 
to the judgment and the will. You are liable to 
be seduced from the truth by appeals to the senses 
and the imagination, with which the spurious relig- 
ion of the present day abounds. But I again say, 
search the New Testament and judge for yourselves, 
and say what do you find there about tasteful archi- 
tecture, gorgeous ceremonies, splendid dresses, 
sacerdotal assumptions, sacred days, either of fast- 
ing or festivity, church authority, or even of the 
prevalence of devotional observances over moral 
duties. What you find everywhere is faith, love, 
peace, hope, holiness; a religion of which devotion 
is, indeed, an element; but only one out of many; 
being ever associated with self government, eonsd- 
entiousness, social excellence, and charity. Nor is 
the religion of the New Testament merely that 
state of mind which is moved by a pathetic sermon, 
which melts at the Lord's Supper, or is excited by 
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the picture=iqLie appeals of a Yni=B onarj ne ting 
Religonhisto Jo I know with oiri// I natu e 
and therefore with its emotionil i art b t th n, 
the degree of sensibihty so much dep nds upon 
phy^itaJ constitutioii that e^citabilitj by el g ua 
ordinances is far leas to be depended up n a a t t 
ot persona] godl neis than a i ^ d sell go\ ernment, 
a resolute will in the way ot i ightcousness, and a 
tender oonsLientiousnes=i earned on in obedience to 
the Divine luthouty and undti a consti'aining 
sense of the love of Christ None are more in 
danger therefore of self delusion on this subject 
than yowrseh es. 

I may now lay before you the oBLicaTiows you 
are under to possess, and ever to cultivate and aet 
under the influence of such a religion as this. I 
say obligations. This is a stem, hard word, but 
not too much so. The subject is pressed down 
upon your judgment, heart, will, and conscience, by 
all the weight and power of a divine authority. 
Eeligion is not one of those matters which are sub- 
mitted to your option, for which, if you have a 
taste, well ; and if not, still well. Nor are you 
left to form your own religion, and to select for 
yourself just in what form you will please God and 
find your way to heaven. This is the dangerous 
delusion of many in the present day. It is all well 
enough, they think, to be religious after some 
feshion ; but each must adopt his own way of serv- 
ing God. Upon this principle of resolving it all 
into taste, the person of no religion, if his taste be 
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that way, is on nearly the same footing as he whose 
religion is simply according to his own liking. The 
truth must he told, and told plainly, too, that there 
is but one religion, and that is the religion of the 
Bible. To be pious at all, we must be pious in 
God's way. It would be a strange thing if, when » 
master had given any strict, explicit, and ever 
written orders to a servant, how he would be served, 
the sei-vant should choose his own way of obedience, 
and set aside the directions he had received. In 
all honesty, therefore, I must tell you at once, harsh 
as the declaration may seem, that without religion, 
and without the I'eligion of the Bible, too, you will 
perish e e 1 cgly There is no way to heaven 
but by h g n he Bible. " He that believ- 
eth on 1 S ha h everlasting life; and he that 
believ h n he S shall not see life; but the 
wrath o G d ab d h on him" — John iii. 36. 
These a wf 1 1 ^they roll like thunder, and 
flash Ik 1 ^h ng n t from Sinai, but even from 
Calvary and 1 y h Id be pondered by all who 
hear o ead h m 

The 1 g n a life of religion arise out of 

the rela n whi h you stand to God. He is 
your C a P er, and Benefactor, and you 

are hi a -s h dependents, and his benefici- 
aries. \ou f ! ny young friends, your obliga^ 
tions J pa arising out of your relation 

to them. As a child, you feel bound to love, and 
serve, and please them. What ! and not feel your 
relation to God, which is a thousand times more 
11* 
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close than that of your connection with them. 
Yes, you sustain an individual relationship to God. 
Do you consider this? Save you considered it? 
Have you ever yet, in devout seriousness, said, 
What and where is God, my Maker? What do I 
owe him, and how should I conduct myself toward 
him ? Is God the only relation you should leave 
out of consideration, and forget^ Did you ever 
yet, in all your life, devoutly ponder this relation- 
ship to God, and the claims which it brings ? Why, 
if he had never commanded you to love and serve 
him, you ought to do so, on account of this rela- 
tionship. But he has commanded it. Your Bible 
is his demand upon you. It is God's voice enjoin- 
ing you to be truly, and constantly, and consistently 
religious. It is his formal, explieit, frequently, atid 
solemnly-repeated claina. Its injunctions com- 
mand — its invitations allure — its promises encour- 
age — its threatenings warn — its judgments alarm 
you, to be truly pious. It is given to teach you 
what religion is, how it is to be practiced, and how 
it will be rewarded. 

And then this is all addressed to yow. Religion 
is not merely the concern of the middle-aged and 
the old, but of the young ; not of the other sex 
~ only, but of yours. Indeed, it has ever flourished 
more among persons of your sex and age than 
among any other class. To imagine it is only the 
business of old age and a death-bed, is an insult 
both to it and to God. Ought he not to have the 
first and the best of our days ? Should he be put 
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off with tie dregs of life? Will you dare entertain 
such an idea as offering those dying remains of ex- 
istence, that are of no service for aay thing else — ■ 
the refuse of sin, Satan, and the world 1 Does not 
your fear tremhle at such a thought, and your gen- 
erosity scorn it, and your sense of gratitude recoil 
from it 1 

I will now advance some motives by which early 
piety may be enforced upon yo-u, some pereuasives 
to induce you to submit to its influence, 

Alas, that you should need them ! Think of its 
being told to the angeia in heaven, that mortals 
upon earth need to he urged by inducements to 
love, serve, and glorify that God whose service is 
felt to he their bliss, their honor, and their reward. 
However, you do need them, and they are at hand. 

There are motives which apply to you in common 
with the other sex. Such, for instance, as the na- 
ture of religion itself. What for dignity, for hap- 
piness, for honor, can be compared with it 1 What 
constituted the glory of unfallen woman in Para- 
dise ? Religion. It was her piety toward God 
that invested Eve, before she had spoiled the beauty 
of her sou!, with her brightest charms. Conceive 
of her, bending in lowly reverence, in ardent affec- 
tion, and in ineffable gratitude, before the throne 
of God ; passing with holy dread and averted eye 
the tree of knowledge, to feed upon the fruit which 
grew upon the tree of life, and hold communion 
with her husband in that sacramental type and. 
pledge of immortality. Not a thought, or feeling. 
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or volition wa« then in opposition to God. She 
heard his von,e m the gaiden, and hasted to meet 
him. Now leltg h is iiiti,nded to bring yoii back 
as near to that 'JtatP i^ our fallen nature in this 
sinful world will adroit of Yes, religion was the 
repose of her h^ppj and holy spirit, of which the 
fall deprived hei, and whuih it is the design of the 
whole scheme of redemption to restore to her 
daughters as well as to her sons. True, your relig- 
ion must have some ingredients which hers before 
her lapse had not ; but in so far as it consists in the 
service of Gfod, it is the same in substance. Look 
up into heaven, and what constitutes the felicity and 
glory of the blessed inhahitants of that happy 
world t Is not reliffion the beauty of every spiiit 
made perfect — the ephod in which every seraph 
ministers before the throne of the Eternal ? But 
to judge of the real dignity, honor, and felicity of 
true religion, hear what our Divine Lord said. On 
one occasion, "A ceitain woman of the company 
lifted up her voice, and said unto him. Blessed is 
the womb that hare thee, and the paps which thou 
hast sucked." And who does not justify this con- 
gratulation to that distinguished woman, fo whom 
was granted the honor of being the mother of the 
Saviour of the world? "What woman on earth 
would not have esteemed such an honor infinitely 
higher than to have been the queen of the whole 
earth? And yet what was the reply of Christ? 
" Yea, rather blessed are they that heai' the Word 
of God, and keep it"— Luke xi. 27, 28. " Yea, 



Ho^dtwGooglc 



BABLY PEMALB PIETY. 129 

she is to be congratulated ; but still higher is the 
honor of being a child of God by true piety, than 
the abstract honor of being the motlier of Christ 
without it." Beautiiiil is the language of Quesnel, 
the pious Jansenist, on this passage : " The holy 
Virgin is not blessed in having borne Christ on any 
other account; hut only because he, being much 
more holy than the holiest of saints, made her 
worthy to be his mother by sanctifying her. Christ 
does not blame the woman for praising his mother, 
but he completes it by intimating that her blessed- 
ness proceeded from hei' having borne the Son of 
God in her heart, even before she bare him in her 
womb." In other words, he declares her honor aa 
a woman would have been of no account to her, 
but for her religion as a saint.* 

Is it possible, my young female friends, to find a 
richer, loftier commendation of the dignity and 
felicity of true religion than tiiis, which places those 
who possess it higher than the mere honor of giving 

• Conld any language of onr Lord have tendol more ef- 
feiHnaUy to rebuke those preposterous and blasphemoas 
honors to the Virgin, which nre set up by the Pnpists P It 
would seem as if, foreseeing all that the Church of Rome 
has aceumnlated of error and impielj in this way, he had 
determined in the moat effectual and impressive manner, to 
i\irnish the [intidote and refutation in this impressive lan- 
guage. Let any one study the spirit of thia reply of Chrial 
to the CDngrutulation of the iioman that bleased his mother, 
and sayif it is not the most convincing answer whicli could 
be given to the dreadful system of Mariolalry, which pre- 
vails so extensively in that corrupt and apostate Church. 
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birth to the humanity of Christ? I wish you most 
intently to ponder thia fact of the gospel history. 

In common with the otier sex, you also are liable 
to the stroke of death, and therefore youth may be 
the only time given you to attend to this high con- 
cem ; so that if neglected then, it may be neglected 
forever. In the pathetic and poetical language of 
Job, it is said, '■'Man cometk forth like a fiower, 
and is cut down." How impressive this figure of 
the frailty of humanity ! Man is not like the cedar 
of Lebanon, or the oak of the forest, that defies 
and outlives the storms of centuries ; no, nor the 
shrub of the mountain-side; nor even the flower, 
watched by the gardener's care, and protected by 
the green-house from the frost and hail, the storm 
and rain ; but the flower exposed to the tbrce of the 
elements, and the vicissitudes of the weather, soon 
and easily destroyed by adverse influences. Such 
is humanity — tender, frail, and fragile. How ofl«n 
have we seen some lovely flower in our garden, 
destined from its nature to live in full-blown beauty 
through a long summer, suddenly pierced by the 
arrows of frost, just when its bud was bureting and 
opening its beauties to the sun and the eyes of the 
beholder, and then drooping its head upon its stalk, 
and gradually withering away. So also have we 
often seen some interesting female, apparently de- 
signed to live long upon earth, smitten by consump 
tion, at a time when all her powers of body and 
of mind were developing into womanhood, and 
wasting away by incurable disease, till death closed 
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the scene, and left us weeping over thia lovely 
flower cut down in spring. "What multitudes of 
such faded, withering flowers do we see every year ! 
Could we, from some high place in the air, look 
down into all the- chambers of sickness only of this 
one town, how many interesting young females 
should we see struggling with disease, and sinking, 
some amid the tears of parents, beholding their 
pride and hope thus incurably diseased ; and others, 
amid the anguish of heart-stricken lovers thus wit- 
nessing the flower cut down just when they expected 
to transplant it into their own garden of domestic 
delights. Oh, painful reverse ! to sigh out the last 
adieu at sueh a time, and under such circumstances ; 
to put on the shroud instead of the bridal attire ; to 
go down to the tomb, instead of taking possession 
of the elegantly-furnished house ; and be gathered 
to "the congregation of the dead," instead of going 
into the gay circles of the living! Does this never 
happen ? Alas, ye mourners ! your sighs and tears 
answer in the affirmative. Yes, and you, my young 
friends, may add to the number. Would you die 
without religion ? No, you answer, not for a thou- 
sand worlds. Then why live another hour without 
it? To have it in a dying hour, you must seek it 
in living ones. Few find it on the bed of death. 
With religion shedding Its luster on the tomb, and 
pouring its consolations into your bosom ; with the 
attractions of heaven drawing up your soul to its 
glories; with a hope fiill of immortality impelluig 
you on to the mansions of the just men made per 
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feet, you will be able to turn away from earth 
when it is holdiug out its brightest scenes to your 
view, and scarcely cast one longing, lingering look 
behind.* 

But should you live, as in all probability you 
will, still if you neglect religion in youth, you will 
most likely neglect it forever. There is nothing 
in any case, and in reference to any thing, more 
likely to perpetuate itself than neglect. Procras- 
tination grows, like other things, with indulgence. 
Nothing in all the world requires prompt decision 
so much as religion. Nothing is more likely to be 
postponed forever, if postponed from the present 
moment. 1 have no doubt you intend to be pious. 
You would shudder at the idea of deliberately pur- 
posing and determining to abandon religion for- 
ever. It would appear to you the height of impiety, 
a species of blasphemy, to say, " I will never be- 
come a Christian." Yes, and it is thus that Satan 
would cheat you out of your salvation. He will 
allow you to be as solemn, and serious, and even 
sincere in your intentions, as you please, to be relig- 
ious at some future time, if he can persuade you 
to put it off from the present moment " to a more 
Konvenient seasoti," But you must be told that 
not one in a thousand of those who go through the 
period of youth amid evangelical advantages of re- 
ligion, and with a deliberate postponement of the 

* See an illustration of this in tlie appeniiis eitraoted 
from tliB author'H little volume, entitled, " The Flower 
faded ; or. Memoir of Clementine Cuvier." 
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matter to futurity, evei' fulfill their purposes. Those 
who come to womanhood, and collect around them, 
the cares and anxieties of a wife, a mother, and a 
mistress, without religion, rarely ever find leisure 
or inclination for it in Buch circumstances. 

But 1 now go on to dwell on some motives and 
persuasions to early piety, which appertain with 
greater force to your sex than to the other, or, at any 
rate, to a large proportion of them. Consider, then, 
your natural temperament. There can he no doubt 
that though religion is not «xclusively, or princi- 
pally, it is partialis/ a matter of emotion. In many 
affairs of human conduct we are moved to action 
partly by our feelings, even hefore the decisions of 
the judgment are made and deliherated upon. The 
head should always move and lead the heart, but 
oftentimes the heart rouses and moves the head. 
The feelings are excited even when the judgment is 
only half-awake and informed. This is, no doubt, 
the case in religion. Your quicker sensibility, your 
softer nature, your tenderer heart, your greater 
imaginativeness, render you ever naturally more 
susceptible of pious impression. Religion contains, 
not only much that is stern, bold, sublime ; much 
that is truly logical and truly philosophical, which 
addresses itself to the judgment, but much that is 
pathetic, tender, really touching, that appeals to the 
heart. You are more easily moved to fear, and 
therefore the terrors of the Divine law have greater 
power to cause you to tremble. You are more 
readily excited to pity, sorrovf, and love; and 
12 
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therefo e the g sp I — tl at o 1 oq rn ture of 
sufFe g g et inl me cy — ore powe t > t s 
up jour tender eirot s vad alls nto exec e 
JO gentie ffect o & I 1 lot lo get tl at yov 
pat ke of the con n o corrupt o f ou nt e 
a d that you also need the gra e of the Holv Sp nt 
for your co vers on, b t st 11 I contend, that so far 
as natural advantages are to be taken into considera- 
tion, the very temperament of your minds is in 
your favor. Hence it is, that so many more women 
are truly pious than men. It is not that the gos- 
pel is unworthy the more robust intellect of the 
other sex, but that it falls in more with the softer 
nature of yours. In most things tho God of grace 
seems to follow the order established by the God of 
nature. For yon to neglect religion, therefore, 
seems a greater opposition to the very constitution 
of your minds than even for the other sex. 

I may mention in reference to many of you, your 
sheltered condition at home, and the protection you 
there enjoy. Your brothers must go out into the 
world, encounter its temptations, and be exposed to 
its moral dangers. While they are in peril of malt- 
ing shipwreck of faith and a good conscieuce on the 
troubled ocean of human life, there are you in the 
quiet haven of a pleasant domicile. Or, to change 
the metaphor, you are nestling under cover of a 
mother's wing, while they are left, in all theij- inex- 
perience and moral feebleness, to the attacks of birds 
of prey. A. young man's life, away from home, ia 
always, but especially in these times, a perilous 
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situation to his spiritual and eternal welfare. The 
eje of his father can not watch him, nor his voice 
warn him ; hut you are always under inspection, 
and the firat symptom of miijconduct is observed, 
and calls forth expostulation. 

Besides this, at home you enjoy, if the children 
of the godly, many religions advantages. There, 
the morning and evening sacrifice at the altai' of 
family devotion is ofiered, in which you are called 
to join. Tiiere, you reguhnly accompany your pa- 
rents to the house of God, keep holy the Sabbath, 
and enjoy the other ordinances of social worship. 
There, you are guarded from the withering influence 
of evil compauioBship, How favorable is all this 
to the cultivation of piety. Should your heart be 
inclined to serve the Lord, you have not to encoun- 
ter the jeers of scoffing associates, the poisoned ar- 
rows of infidel wit, or tlie sharp spears of profane 
humor. No hero or martyr-like moral courage is 
requisite to enable yozt to persevere in a religious 

ers; on the contrary, every advantage will be af- 
foi-ded you ; the stones will be gathered out of your 
path, and the narrow gate that leadeth to life will 
be widened. 

Nor is this all, for independently of parental vigi- 
lance and home-protection, your sex is less exposed 
lo Ike assaitltsof l/iose letnptatiofis v/hmh assail young 
men, conquer the virtue of so many, and harden 
thfiir hearts against the impressions of religion. A 
keen sense of female decorum has thrown a cover 
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ing over you. By common consent, a v 
an is a fiiore vicious cliaracter than a profligate man, 
and hence a more rare one. The prodigal son is, 
alas' no unfrequent character; but the prodigal 
d gkte does t often occur. A tenth part of the 
c m al y I ch ome meo commit who yet re- 
tain the r I lace n respectable society, would banish 
von an f o n t fore er. That there is far too much 
of th s tole at n for the vices of our sex by the 
me be a of J ou certain, and does not speak so 
well for e B j ur regard for virtue as could be 
w slei But that there ia too much intolerance of 
the up opnet es of female conduct, can not be ad- 
n ttcd It s tl 3 high sense of iemale honor, this 
]■ a del acj th s fastidious modesty, which are 
at ce jour glory ind your protection. But then 
this very eircumstaoce increases your responsibility. 
You are not hardened by crime into insensibility, 
nor confirmed by repeated acts of sin in guilty hab- 
its, nor petrified by infidelity into a stone-like in- 
difference to religious impressions. The moral sus- 
ceptibilities are not so blunted by long-continued 
vicious courses as to leave no avenue open t« the 
heart for the voice of warning. 

And tfien consider one thing more — your leisure. 
I now speak of females living at home with their 
parents, and not necessitated to earn their support 
by their own labor. Your time, except that which 
is put in requisition by a judicious mother for her 
assistance in household matters, is all your own. 
Youv brothers whether at home or abroad, must of 
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necessity be much engaged in business. 7%eir time 
ia scarcely at their own command ; and too often 
this is felt, or at any rate pleaded, as an excuse for 
neglecting the claims of religion — the salvation of 
the soul. You have no such excuse. Your time is 
so much at command that you can walk, or read, or 
work, or visit, at will. Yes, you have so much leis- 
ure, that to get rid of time, which sometimes hangs 
heavy on your hand, some of you, I fear, squander 
hours a day upon useless labors of iancy and taste. 
You, of all persons in our world, are the last who 
can say they have no time to thinlc of eternity- — no 
opportunity to seek for salvation. Is it possible 
you should overlook your present happy freedom 
from solicitude of almost evei'y kind? You will, 
perhaps, at once think of the apostle's words: 
" There is a difference between a wife and a virgin ; 
the unmarried woman careth for the things of the 
Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in 
spirit; but she that is married careth for the things 
of the world, how she may please her husband" — 
1 Cor. vii. 34. How much of instruction, warning, 
and advice is there in these few words. The apos- 
tle did not intend to say what all unmarried females 
actually do; alas ! we know that l«o many of them 
do not care to please the Lord ; but his meaning is, 
that in the absence of all the solicitudes of a wife, a 
mother, and a mistress, they have a most favorable 
opportunity to attend to the things that belong to 
the sou!. Ah, young woman, you can perhaps form 
some idea of what awaits you by seeing what has 
12* ■ 
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come upon the head, the heart, and the hands of 
your mother. With the most judicious domestic 
arrangements, and a mind happily freed from ex- 
cessive care and troublous thoughts, how incessant 
are her cares, how exhausting of time, strength, and 
spirits, are her duties. She has no resting hours — 
no holiday seasons — no salibatic leisure — but cara, 
care, incessant care, is often her lot. Is this the 
time, and are these the circumstances, to which you 
would postpone the consideration of the high con- 
cern of religion] Is it amid such distractions of 
thought, and such perturbation of feeling, and such 
occupancy of time, you would begin the momentoup 
pursuit of salvation, and the sacred duties of relig- 
ion ? Why the real, yea the established and eminent 
Christian woman finds it as much as she can do to 
keep alive her piety amid so many perplexities and 
demands. And will you %mitthen1 These re- 
marks apply to all, even to those who have servants 
at command, but especially to those who have no 
such helps. Females of the laboring class, how, 
with a mother's duties, will yo« be able to com- 
mence a religious life, with your unshared and sleep- 
less anxieties 1 Oh, let me say with an emphasis 
borrowed from what I have witnessed myself, " Re- 
member your Creator in the days of your youth." 
(Halcyon season, did you but know it! Improve it 
while it lasts. 

Dwell, my female friends, upon these rich advant 
ages placed by the order of Providence withif! 
your reach. And their practical value and tendency 
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are evident in their results. How else shall we ac- 
count for it that so much larger a number of the 
disciples of Christ are found among your sex, than 
in the other ? It is not, I repeat, that there is in 
religion tliat which it is said better suits the intel- 
lect of the weaker vessel than that of the stronger. 
This is a double insult, first of all to religion itself, 
as if it were adapted only to imbecility, and to you, 
as if that imbecility were yours. The circum- 
stances I have just stated will account for it, with- 
out supposing either that your minds or the proofs 
of revealed religion are weak. Religion, which is 
Uie gloiy of an archangel, and the very image of 
God, can never be below the dignity of man, or un- 
worthy the attention of the mightiest intellect. If 
religion depended upon authority, a thousand times 
more of lofty intellect has been arrayed on the side 
of Cbristianity than has been marshaled against it. 
In addition to the circumstances mentioned above, 
to account for the prevalence of piety among your 
sex, I might mention that it would seem as if God 
had intended it for tlie greater humiliation of Satan, 
that as he triumphed over man by woman, so God 
would triumph over him. by woman — that as she 
was the instrument of his success in the fall, she 
should be the instrument of his humiliation in re- 
demption ; that she who was the first to come un- 
der his yoke, should be the most eager to throw it 
off, and thus his trophy be snatched from his hand ; 
and his boast be rendered nugatory by the power 
of Him who c^me to bruise the serpent's head, and 

-J 
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to destroy the works of the devil. But there ia 
another mark of the wisdom of God in this arrange- 
ment, which is, that as reh'gion is so momentous to 
the interests of society and the welfare of immortal 
souls, the sex should be most inclined to it to 
which is consigned the first formation of the human 
character. 

I will now set before you the besefits which 
will accrue to jou from early piety. 

Are the blessings of religion itself nothing 1 For 
recollect, piety is not mei'ely the performance of 
duties, but also the enjoyment of benefits. This is 
too much forgotten, and the whole business of a 
holy life is regarded by many in something of the 
Sight of penance; or at any rate of a sei'vice some- 
what rigid and severe. If it viere so, it would still 
be our wisdom to attend to it, since it is the only 
thing that can prepare us for heaven and eternity. 
Tiiat it is service, is very true ; but it is also a 
state of privilege. It is the service not of a slave, 
but of a child ; aad with the duties of a child, it 
brings also the privileges of a child. You have all 
your sins pardoaed — your pei-sons accepted of God 
— your hearts renewed by regenei'ation, and your- 
selves brought into this new relation by adoption. 
Dwell upon that one thought — a child of Gfod! 
Can you conceive of any thing higher, gi'eater, no- 
bler '\ Is the relation of an angel supeiior ? To be 
able to say in the fullest, lichest sense of the lan- 
guage, " Our Pather which art in heaven" — to be 
the object of divine love, care, interest — to be inter 
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ested in all the privileges of the divine, i 
and heavenly family ! Oh, my young friends, ia this 
nothing? Is it not every thing? Many of you are 
orphans, and is it not blissful to say, " When my 
fether and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up?" Ia it not a blessed thing tc 
have him for the guide of your youth 1 Hear what 
God says; "Wherefore, eome out fronn among 
them, and I will l)e a fiither to you, and yo shall be 
my sons and my daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty," O hear his voice, accept his invitation, 
and come into his family I Hence it is we propose 
religion to you, not simply in the shape oi duty, but 
of bliss. Yps. It is another name for happiness : 
and can jou be happy too soon? You want to be 
happy. You are made for happiness, and are cap- 
able of it; and where will you find it? Pleasure 
saith, " It is not in me ;" and knowledge saith, " It 
is not in me." Kank, fashion, and wealth affirm, 
" We have heard the fame thereof with our ears." 
But religion saith, " Ho ! every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the fountain, and take of the water of 
life freely." Universal experience attests that pure 
and full satisfaction is not to be found for the soul 
of man in any of the possessions of this world ; and 
if they were satisfying, they are all uncertain ; mere 
unsubstantial shadows, which flit before us and arc 
lost. You have, perhaps, formed totally wrong 
conceptions of religion. "Happiness," you say, 
"in religion! We can conceive of it as duty — 
somewhat severe, though incumbent doty; butt* 
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Bpeak of I'ciigiou yielding pleasui'e, is like suppos- 
ing tlie entrauce of a ghost would increase the de- 
lights of a ball-room." Yes, I know it is ia youi 
imagination, or at least of some of you, a s^ctral 
form, muffled,, sullen, and gloomy; frightening the 
young by its awful look, petrifying them by its ioy 
touch, and casting over them its own gloomy 
shadow. Ah, no, you mistake it On tht, cou 
trary, it is a seraph from the f naence of God light 
ing on our orb, clad in robi,s ot celestial beaut\, 
radiant with beams of glorj bhedding smile^^of 
joy on this dark scene, and echomg the angels' 
song, " Glory to God in ihe Jnghtst on earth peace 
and good will to men." That iinnistering spnit 
meets you, my female friends, just setting out m 
life, offers to be your guide, piotector, and com 
foiter, through all your perilous journey to eternity. 
Hear her YOice as she beckons you to follow her: 
" If you are in danger, I will shield you ; if you are 
desolate, I will befriend you ; if you are poor, I 
■will enrich you ; if you are sorrowful, I will com- 
fort you ; if you are sick, I will visit jou ; in the 
dangerous walks of life, I will protect you ; in the 
agonies of death, I wiil sustain y ou , and then, when 
your spirit quits its clay tabernacle, I will conduct 
you into the presence of God, wheie theie is tuU 
ness of joy, and place you at his light hind, where 
there are pleasures for evermore " And will you 
refuse such a friend? Will jou turn away 
from iuch bliss 1 Eeligion, glom, and melaa 
choly ! Yes, if Edeu was a gbu \ plxcs, "ies, 
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if heaven be a region of sighs and tears. Yes, if 
saints made perfect and holj- angels are clad m 
sackcloth, and the song of the seraphim is changed 
into the groan of despair. Oh, no, " her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." 
Her duties are pleasant — her very sorrows are 
mixed with joys — to say nothing of her privileges. 
Perhaps I may suggest, without at all intending 
to utter-a suspicion of your regard to virtue, or a 
reflection upon your firm attachment to its rules, 
that you may need religion in youth, to protect 
you from the moral dangers to which even females 
are exposed. A vicious woman, I have already ad- 
mitted, is a much rarer character than a vicious 
man ; but still it sometimes occurs. What could 
not the records of some institutions reveal of this 
nature ] How many victims of the tempter's wiles 
could there be found, who would have been pre- 
served from degradation and misery had they been 
found Tinder the protecting influence of religion, 
when the assault was made upon their purity or 
honesty. I know that multitudes are kept strictly 
chaste and upright without religion ; but I know 
that of the numbers which have l^Uen, not one 
would have lapsed if they had been living in the 
fear of God. After Eve's fall in Paradise from 
•perfect innocence, no woman should feel offended 
by the admonition to be cautious and vigilant ; nor 
suppose that her situation, her feelings, or her prin- 
ciples, so place her beyond the reach of temptation, 
that her safety is guaranteed with absolute certainty. 
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"Pride goeth before destruction, and ft haughty 
spirit before a fall." To mauj a once high-minded 
woman, proud of her reputation, the taunt has been 
uttered by the victims of frailty, "Art thou also 
become weak as we ?" " Be not high-minded, then, 
but fear," 

But you need religion frr your consolation amid 
the sorrows of your hi. If it he truly said of man, 
that he " is born to trouble as the sparks fly up. 
ward," it may with greater emphasis be so said of 
woman. As if in the way of righteous retiihution, 
she who mixed the bitter cup of human woe is 
called to drink the deepest of its dregs. Sorrows 
are apportioned to her sex in common with ours, 
and there is scarcely an affliction to which human- 
ity is incident to which she is not herself exposed. 
In addition, how many has she peculiar to herself? 
The weaker vessel, she is liable to be oppressed by 
the stronger ; and to what an extent is this oppres- 
sion carried on ! How ia she trodden down, not 
only in countries where the protective influence of 
Christianity is not known, hut in this where it isl 
To how much greater bodily infirmity is her more 
delicately wrought and fragile frame subjected, than 
ours? Dwell upon her dependence, and in many 
eases her helplessness. To me the situation of 
some single, friendless women is the very type of 
desolation. Then think of her privations, her suf- 
ferings, hei- cares, her labors, as a mother. I admire 
the patience, the contentment, the submission, 
ffhich enable her, without repining, to say, " I am a 
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vioman" and not complain of the hardness of her 
]ofc; for oertaui it is, that her groans are loudest in 
those of creation. Think not, my young friends, I 
am. scaring you into religion, by filling your minds 
with these gloomy forebodings. By no means ; but 
I am. anxious to prepare you by the sweet, sooth- 
ing, tranquilizing, and mollifying power of religion, 
to meet a woman's trials by a woman's piety. It 
is piety alone which can lighten the cross. This 
only can inspire that passive fortitude which to you 
is more essentia] than active strength. And surely 
religion never appears more lovely, more mighty, 
more sublime, than when it suppresses the groan of 
despair, and keeps alight the last ray of hope in the 
most depressed circumstances — when it stifles the 
cry of pain, and wipes the drops of anguish from 
the sufferer's brow — when it imparts a martyr's 
courage to the gentlest spirit — when, as we said in 
the last discourse, it teaches woman to bend like 
the -bulrush in submission to the stream of sorrow, 
and then to rise in fortitude and faith from the 
pressure of the wave. Keligion will not avert the 
cup of sorrow from woman, nor change her lot ; 
tut it will somewhat sweeten the bitterness of the 
one, and soften the hardness of the other. 

Early religion will prepare you above all things 
for trsEruLNEBS. Young women, would you set 
out in life without a wish, a purpose, an aim to he 
■useful? Can you be so destitute of all benevo- 
ience, ambition, and nobleness of spirit, as not to 
desire to do good t I am aware that without piety 
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you may do much to bless your species, but with 
it how much more may you uot do ^ As tiiis, how- 
ever, will be the auhjeot of a future sermon, I shall 
not enlarge upon it here further than to say, that 
religion gives the greatest power, and strongest 
disposition, and most adequate qualifications for 
usefulness, that can be possessed on eartli, both in 
single and in wedded life A truly, fervently, and 
consistently religious woman, musl be a benefactress 
of her species 

Early piety n it onte the most secure basis and 
the most complete Jimsk of all femaU excelleii.ce. 
Look over what is said m a previous sermon on 
" Woman's Mission," and the virtues and tender- 
ness that qualify her to fulfil! it, and think what a 
support to all these is furnished by sincere piety. 
The surest basis of all moral excellence will be 
found here. What is so productive of humility—of 
meekness and gentleness — of contentment and sub- 
mission — and of self-denial and fortitude 1 Where, 
in what soil, will these mild and yet heroic disposi- 
tions grow and flourish so luxuriantly as in that of 
piety 1 We have stated that woman is created to 
love and be beloved. To love is natural to her; 
and what cherishes this state of mind like religion, 
which both in its doctrines and duties is one bright 
and glorious manifestation of love t« the univeroel 
To all these varied excellences religion adds the 
firmness and consistency of principle, the power 
and government of conscience, and takes them out 
of the region of mere taste. And then what a 
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holy aTid ineffalile loveliness does it throw over the 
fumale character ! Beauty is woman's attribute, 
and her form, when seen in more than usual charms, 
is the most perfect type of exquisite symmetry to 
be found in the whole material universe. And if 
woman's form he the' finest specimen, of material 
beauty, woman's piety is the most attractive in- 
stance of that which is moral. Who can look upon 
the weil-executed pictorial representations of this, 
as seen in paintings and engravings, without admi- 
ration? Where does woman look so dllogeUier 
lovely as when seen lifting the eye of devotion to 
heaven— that eye in which faith, hope, and love 
seem all to mingle and express their emotions ? 
The Church of Kome has known the power of this, 
and has maintained its dominion in some measure 
over its votaries, by the power of the painter's art 
in depicting female beauty associated with female 
piety. In a religious female, the beauty of heaven 
and earth combines; the graces of the seraph and 
those of the daughters of Adam are united : just as 
in a holy man the sulilimer grandeur of mortals 
and immoratals is found associated. Piety then is 
the last and finest, polish of female excellence. My 
young friAds, may this be yours ! 

Yet, notwithstanding all this, many of you are 
not pious. Do consider what a chasm in excel- 
lence remains to be filled up — what a defect to be 
supplied — while religion is wanting in the female 
character, A woman may as well be without heart 
as without religion; and there are few men, how 
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ever irreligious tliemselves, but would shrink from 
impiety ia her ; it involves a coldness and hardness 
of character offensive both to tasto and feeling. 
" Even when infideHty was more in vogue than at 
present, when it had almost monopolized 'talent, 
and identified itself witli enlightened sentiment, the 
few women who volunteered under its banner were 
treated with tJie contempt they deserved. The 
female Quixote broke her lance in vindicating the 
' Eights of Women ;' aad no one sympathized with 
her in her defeat. And depend upon it, whatever 
other female follows Mary Wolsten croft, and essays 
the emancipation of her sex from the obligations of 
piety, will, like her, be consigned to abhorrence by 
the verdict of society. The mere suspicion of irre- 
ligion lowers a woman in general esteem. Eeligion 
is indeed woman's panoply, aud no one who wishes 
her happiness would divest her of it; no one who 
appreciates her virtues would weaken their best 
Beeiirity."* What is it then that prevents your 
giving to the subject of religion that attention 
■which its infinite and eternal importance demands 
and deserves ? Let me ask you with a beseoching 
importunity, as the apostle did the Galatians, 
" Who (or what) did hinder you that* ye should 
not obey the truth V Ah ! what 1 Let me speak 
to you of the hindrances that are in the way of 
your obtaining life eternal. Hindrances ! Should 
• " Woman, in iier Social and Domestic Charticter," by 
Mra. Jolin Sandford ; a work so judicioua, so Christian, and 
so elegant, that it can not be too atrojigly recommeniied. 
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aught but absolute impossibilities prevent youl 
It is not infidelity. No. You are not infidels. 
You shudder at the idea. A female infidel is a 
character as rare as it is odious. Nor is it absolute 
irreligion, but the negative character of no religion 
that we have most to complain of. Not a direct 
opposition to its claims, but the negleet of them for 
other things. It is that guilty apathy to the most 
momentous subject in the universe; that careless 
indlfTerenee to the most valuable interests of time 
and eternity ; that fatal oblivion of all that belongs 
to another world, which we regret; that content- 
ment with things seen and temporal, without any 
solicitude about things unseen and eternal, that we 
deplore. Your minds are pre-oecupied. You are 
taken up with other things and say to religion when 
it appeals to you, " Go thy way for this time, and 
when I have a convenient season I will call for 
thee." There is, I Itnow, a repugnance to true, 
spiritual, vital, earnest piety, which is the natural 
worlting of an unrenewed heart. You can observe 
the Sabbath-day forms of godliness by attending 
the house of God ; but even this is more from custom 
than from choice—a kind of weekly compromise 
with piety, for so much Sabbath occupation to be 
left to yourselves wid other pursuits all the rest of 
the week. Your religion is nothing more than a. 
Sunday dress, worn for the place and the season. 
But this is not religion, but merely a substitute and 
an apolc^y for it. 

Some of you are bent upon present worldly enjoy- 
13* 
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fnenl. The apostle has described your taste and 
your pursuits where he says, " Lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God." Ponder that descrip- 
tion. Does it not startle you — horrify you.? 
Lovers of parties — of the dance and the song ; of 
the gay scene and frivolous discourse — more than 
Qod. Just look at this thought in all its naked 
deformity. A ball, a concert, a route, a, party — 
Icyved more Ihan Qod! Not to love Glod for higlier 
objects than these — for science, literature, fame, 
rank, wealth, is a dreadfti! state of mind ; but to 
neglect and despise God for scenes of frivolity, 
mirth, and conviviality, is it not shocking ? Did 
you ever yet seriously reflect thus ; " What a soul 
I must have that can love pleasure, hut can not 
love God !" Consider, what will this taste for 
pleasure do for you in the hour of sickness; in the 
scenes of poverty ; the season of tribulation, or the 
agonies of death? 

In the case of some of those who possess a more 
than ordinary degree of personal attraction, the con- 
seiovsness of beauty fills the mind with self-com- 
placency, and a constant thirst for the admiration 
and attention of others. No really elegant woman 
can be ignorant of her natural accomplishments ; 
and too rarely is a beautiful mind the lowly tenant 
of a beautiful body. What an odious spectacle is 
presented when mind and matter are thus exhibited 
in contrast. "What beauty can compare with that 
of the soui, and what beauty of the soul can com- 
pare with that of holiness ? This is the beauty of 
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he vain of that which at P* 7 

turn into loathsome defor ty d hi h if k 
ness do not destroy it t d S ^ 

must obliterate, and the g My 

woman, even in this world 1 1 d t h p 

session of a captivating fac f m d d pi 
it forever in the world to B dy d 1 

character and happiness, h th sa 1 f 

stances been all sacrificed th alt d t th 

shrine of beauty. Oh, mytml f d tk h d 
you are not thus ruined ! 

Vanity displays itself al It t to p I 

decoratioti, even where th p t t 

beauty, and not unfreque tly t mp t pply 
tie want of it. How mat y th d t m 

more concerned about je 1 th 1 — th 

pearl of great price; and I t 11 y than 
about the robe of righteou,. d th g m t 

of salvation. A love of dress is not only a foible 
and a feult, but almost a vice, and in innumerable 
cases has led to it. Is it not lamentable to conceive 
of a rational and immortal being spending her time 
and exhausting her solicitude in adorning her body 
and caring nothing about the ornaments of her soul ; 
thinking only how she shall appear in the eyes of 
man, but caring nothing how she shall appear in the 
eyes of God ? Consider how soon that gay attire 
must be exchanged for the shroud, and those glitter- 
ing ornaments for corruption, earth, and worms. 
A mind taken up with such v 
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to the sanctities of religion or the realities oi' eter- 
nity 

With this IS too often assft.utei a kvily and 
frivolity of disposition which are the very opposite 
to that senousness and sobriety of mjnd which a 
real regard to apir tual religion reijnires There is 
no sin in eheerfiilness Jio piety in gli m Eelig 
ion IS the happiest thing in the worW for it is in 
fact the beginning of heavpo upon earth The 
woman without a smile and the rran without a 
tear are neither of them a ptreon to my taste 
Religion gives a peace that passeth all understand 
ing and yields a joy that is unspeikable and full 
of glory so that we wish you to understand my 
youngfriends we do n<t leq^uire \oii in becoming 
Christiins to take the Teil cut off jour tresies , 
doff your comely raiment ; pait with your smiles ; 
and clothe yourself like a specter in the gloom, and 
maintain the sallen silence of the convent. But 
religion is still a serious thing ; a thing that deals 
with God, salvation, heaven, eternity ! And surely 
the frivolity and the levity that can do nothing but 
laugh, and rattle, and court attention by studied 
airs, empty loquacity, and persona! display, are 
utterly incompatible with that dignified, and chas. 
tened, yet by no means formal, much less gloomy, 
sobriety of mind which religion requires. 

Companionship hinders many from giving their 
attention to this momentous subject. They are 
surrounded by associates who have no taste for 
religion; and they have, perhaps, formed a still 
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closer friendship with some one or more who un- 
happily manifest little or no inclination for this 
high and holy concern. From the spell of such a 
eiroie, it is difficult indeed to break away. It has 
been thought and said by some, that the influence 
of female companionship, both for good and for 
evil, is even greater than that of the other sex; 
from a supposition that there is less of robust inde- 
pendence and of self-reliance in woman than in 
man. If so, how much does it become every female 
to take care what companions she selects How 
difficult is It to oppose the spint inA conduct of 
those wuh whom we act Generally speiking, we 
must confoim or secede E\t.n if a solicitude 
about religion is in some degree iwaki.ned, it will 
soon be checked and e^stinguished in the society of 
those who have no sympathy with such anvietj 
Shall the dearest friend- jou ha\e on earth keep 
you from sahation' Vi ill jou sacrifice jour soul, 
your immortal soul, at the shrine of friendship t 
Will you refuse to go to heaven because others will 
not accompany you ; and will you go with them to 
perdition rather than part company on earth 'i Will 
you carry your friendship so for as to be willing to 
bo friends even in the bottomless pit ? 

You are perhaps prejudiced against religion by 
ihe conduct of gome of its professors. I am sorry 
there is any ground for this. I admit that mudi 
you see in many of them has but little in it to 
recommend religion to your favor. And it may be 
that some of your own age and sex are included in 
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this number. But all this was foretold by Christ, 
must be expected as huinau nature is, and ought 
not to be allowed to prejudice your minds against 
piety. If you saw a number of persons under a 
course of medical treatment which required them 
to observe a particular regimen, and which they 
constantly violated, and were, of course, no better 
for the medicines they toolt, you would not reject 
the system because it did not cure them. Just so 
it is with religion. These persons, though they 
profess to be under it, are constantly violating its 
rules, and are no belter than those who do not pro- 
fess it. But is this a valid reason for rejecting the 
system ? You are to try religion by its own nature, 
as set forth in the Bible, and not by the conduct of 
its professors. If your soul should be lost, it will be 
no excuse before the bar of God, nor any comfort 
to yourselves in the world of despair, that you suf- 
fered your mind to be prejudiced against religion 
by the misconduct of some who professed it. 

And now, in conclusion of this already too long 
discourse, let me, young women, conjure you at the 
outset of life to consider the great end and purpose 
for which, as regards yourselves, your Great Crea- 
tor placed you in this world. Think not too highly 
of yourselves, for you are sinners as well as others, 
and need, and may obtain, the salvation that is in 
Jesus Christ, with eternal glory. Think not too 
meanly of yourselves, for you are immortal crea- 
tures, and may inherit everlasting life. Rise to the 
truedignity of your nature by rising into the region 
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of true religion. Consume not your life in pursuits, 
innocent it may be, but frivolous and unworthy of 
your powers, your destiny, and your duty. With 
a clear and right understanding of your missiun as 
regards this world, connect as clear a perception of 
your mission as regards the world to come. Behold 
an existence opening before you, which you may 
fill with the sanctity, and bliss, and honor of a 
Christian, as well as with all the yirtuea of a 
woman. Withdraw your heart from vanity, and 
consecrate it to piety. Give the morning of your 
day to God, and then, whether it be long or shoi't; 
whether it be passed away in wedded or in single 
life; whether it be be bright with the sun of pros- 
pei'ity, or dark with the clouds and stormy with the 
winds of adversity ; whether it shall close suddenly 
by one of those visitations to which your sex ia 
peculiarly exposeiJ, or shall be drawn out to a long 
and somewhat gloomy decline, it shall usher in, for 
your happy spirit delivered from the burden of the 
flesh, that cloudless and eternal morning to which 
there shall be no night. Then shiill it be found that 
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One morning I paid a pastoral visit to a. young lady, a 
member of my charoh, whose family had not long removed 
from another part of the country to reside in Birmingham. 
On niy rising to retire, my young friead informed me that 
she had an invalid sister, whom she eipeeted every moment 
from her eliimber, and who, elia said, would be much gra- 
tified to see me. I bad scarcely resumed my seat, before 
there entered the room a most lovely and interesting young 
person, whose features, naturally estremely pleasing, de- 
rived additional beauty from the fatal hectic with which 
they were a little flushed, and which had been increased 
by the exertion of coming down stairs. * * As soon as 
Martha, for such was her Christian name, had recovered 
her hreath, which bad been rendered short ^nd rather 
difficult by the exertion of descending from b h mb 
I entered into conversation with her on th ms 

of her affliction ; a subject which, thougb m 
gloomy and depressing, checked not for mm h 
sweet smile which played upon her engag g n n 
She soon informed me that she felt she bad h n 

death in herself, and considered her illnes a m 

the tomb ; and spoke of dying as one that was familiar with 
the awful topic, "I have neither love of life," she said, 
" nor fear of death : and although I am leaying the world 
when its prospects were become most flattering and alluring, 
I do not regret it; I have only one desire, and that is after 
more communion witii God." There was a tear in her eyes, 
but it was not the tear of disappointed hope, or bitter re- 
gret, but only the tribute of nature, refined, but not de- 
stroyed by grace, and which, in fket, added a charm to the 
beauties of holiness, that so evidently invested her char- 
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gnified, evincing auch meek submission, 
y, such weanedneaa from tlie world, and 
r immortality, that I gazed at lier with, 
ght, and left the house ihinking and 
g id scarcely ever witnessed aaj thing so 

ad n daelining in health for some timo ; but 

May last, on returning from public wor- 

d a Hood-yeBsel id tlie lungs. * * This 

as she received as ttn intimation that she 

I the speedy coming of the Son of Man. 

g te memoranda she had made the following 

the event; "This dispensation of mercy 

• to roy view, and in the eyening I had the 

that sudden death could have notliing to 

I H strange will it sound to many to hear a 

iful woman, with all the ordinary, and 

ordinary reasons for wishing to live, talk 

b would in oil probability issne in death, 

of mercy. Yet this was neither unnatural 

All things work together for good to them 

nd death is placeii hj the apostle among 

g the child of God. # * « 

her attack in May, ahe was engaged in 

la ted love to a gentleman to.vshom she waa 

, and to wbom at no distant period ahe 

married. It is in vain to suppose that she 

he altar to the tomb, as an object of oon- 

om this dearest of all friends to the arrest 

', without a severe struggle between an 

iritnal affection. The conSict was short, 

plete ; and it was at once the greatest 

st triumph of herfhith, to be made willing 

his clear object of her heart, and to depart 

. In reference to this event she some- 

s mysterious, but I know it is all right 

14 
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My HeaTenly Father knows what is best for me." " 1 
ncyer," sivys her siater, " saw gj-eater firmneaa in lier, than 
■when she ailverted to this disoppointment of her liopea." 

As r did. not apprehend from my firat visit thit her end 
wiia near, and as I was much from home, I diJ not again 
see her for sorae time ; and that all my young frienda 
could haye seen hec aa I then saw her, lovely in deatli, like 
a moas-rose bud nearly sayered from its stock, and just 
ready to fall on the ground, with its opening beauties pos- 
sessing still their fveshneas and their fragrance ! There 
was not the shadow of a ehade of impatience, anKiety, or 
fear, to becloud her beautiful countenance, to check the 
smile which irradiated her featurca, or to dim the ray of 
hope which glittered in her fine, espreasive eye, as it turned 
to that heaven whither her heart had already ascended. 
What painter's skill could pencil the looka which I tliea 
saw ! All was peace and more than peace : it was a peace 
that paEseth underatanding, rising into a, joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. Christ, and Christ abne, washer refuge; 
and she confessed her eicluaive dependence on his blood 
and righteouaneas for aoeeptauoe with God. She linew in 
whom she had believed, and was persuaded he was able to 
keep that which she had committed to him until the day 
of Christ. I pass over much that was said during that 
moat solemn and delightful jnteryiflw, to mention one re- 
mark: "Do jau no'o feel any regret," I aiud to her, " that 
you are leaving the world so early, ajid when its prospects 
were becoming so attractive !" With aji inelTablc smile, 
she replied, " Our great business in this jmrld in lo obtain 
the salvation of our souls ; and having seeured thai, Ikavt 
accomplished the endofray existence." Gloriona and im- 
mortal truth 1 Mighty sentiment ! * * * 

A time was flsed for a last sad interview with her once 
intended husband. In this accne her faith shone forth in 
all its brightness, and patience had its perfect work. While 
all around were filled with poignant grief, she was calm, 
serene, composed. Having affectionately uttered soma 
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pious counsels to this friend cf Lcr heart, and pointed liim 
to that hciiTen on tlie verge of wliioh lio saw her, she took 
her last farewell, and gave her laat look with a. tranquility 
and foTtitudB that surprised every one, and which proyed 
that she was now enjoying too much of the '■ exoellent 
glory" to Buffer intensely from the rending of any earthly 
ties wlmlever. She looked up into heriTen, and saw Jesua 
waiting to reo«iva her spirit, end felt tlint she could leave 
for Him, even that friend witli whom it was oaoe her 
fondest worldly hope to tread the path of life io company. 
The scene scarcely ruffled her peace, or drew from her soul 
one longing lingering, look to earth, for heaven was fully 

"lu the midst of sufferinga, too painful to describe," 
said her sister in a note, " Martha could smile, and tell us 
Jesua was near to lier. Uer couDlenance, at all times ani- 
mated and happy, was uuusuallj so now ; it beamed with 
ineffable brightness, and was !k strong and beautiful evi- 
denoe that all was perfect peace within. When she could 
no longer articulate, she looked all we could wish her to saj. 
About fire minutes before she cupired, her agonies ceased 
—she recognized *11 of us— and, as though to bid a last 
farewell, she smiled, and exclaimed, ' Uappy, happy!'" 
Blessed stateof mind! to smile and esclaim, Happy, happy, 
even in the cold arras of death. 

So died Martha S. Her last farewell to earth was 
ottered with the coasoiousnesa and the feeling that she was 
treading at that moment upon the very threshold of heaTenly 
gjory ; and who then need wonder that she could speak of 
happiness eron in dissolution. As she drew near her ever- 
lasting home, she saw the lights of her Father's house, and 
unconscious of the gloom of the dark valley of the shadow 
of death, from the midst of which she beheld them, she 
gave espression to her feelings in a note of holy rapture, 
and left the world with accents which v 



■e also the first she uttered as she touched th« 



heavenly shore, " Happy ! happy !" 
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Beholcl, young people, anothGr conYincing proof and 
beautiful (liaplay of the power and eicellenco of religiou, 
in the deep Hubmiaaion, Uie solid peace, lie jojful content 
of thia joung ladj', when called not only to resign life in 
the Tery morning of her day, but to turn from the altar to 
the tomb. 
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The subject on which I am to address yoti this 
morning harmonizes with the scenes which we have 
lately witnessed in the metropolis of our country, 
and which, indeed, are scarcely yet over — I mean 
the missionary and other religious meetings, which 
are held at this season of the year in that great 
center of the world's family. The month of May 
is wisely selected for the time of holding the anni- 
versaries of these organizations of Christian zeal. 
Then, when the principle of fertility, afier the 
dreariness of another winter, is flowing in a thou- 
sand channels, and when all nature, in this country, 
is ^ erdant and blossoming with the hopes of another 
year, it is well for the Chuich of Christ to exhibit 
those institutions which are, in the mora) worJd, 
the vernal signs of retiring frosts and approaching 
summer. It is a glorious sight to behold the troop- 
ing multitudes ha-stening with willing feet, and joy- 
ful countenances, and beating hearts, to the place 
md blending all the joys of friendly 
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greetings with all the sublimer delights of Chris- 
1 "W f 1 11 d p th bl God, 

Ij h t w ] Id wh h h h vis- 

d tij 1 P d k f h car- 

S I ag 1 y h h so 

m h d f th p a t th k 1 d of 
th g t f t t th d f th rth A these 
m g all m tt f d 1 ght Th ded 

pl tf ta g th I d and 

m b f h h wh h ted 

h m 1 w h th y j 1 pres- 

ce f f th (i Id f h Ij 1 bor ; 

th 1 ci t dd es f th p k th ast 

crowd of listening hearers; the thunders of elo- 
quence reverberated in other thunders of applause ; 
all, al), are calculated to make one feel how happy 
an exchange we have made in giving up the pleasures 
of sin and the world for those of religion. But there 
is one other sight, on these occasions, which is as 
delightful as it is common ; and that is, the num- 
ber of wonaen, and especially o? young women, that 
are always present; thus reminding us how deep 
an interest they have in these proceedings, and how 
large a share they hear in them. We do not adopt 
the world's vocabulary, and talk of the beautiful 
and elegantly dressed females that are there ; we 
would rather speak of "the holy women," like one 
apostle, and refer to them as another apostle does 
in the text, as "those women which labored in the 
gospel," And, indeed, without going to the me- 
tropolis in the month of May, or witnessing the 
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To be useful in the cause of God ! How noble, 
how vast, how sublime, how godlike an idea ! 
Dwell for a moment upon it. Did you ever weigh 
the import of that very common, but very delight- 
ful woi-d, USBFUINESS ! Did you ever ponder in 
sober seriousness of thought the cognate phrase, 
" To BE USEFUL V Have you never had your admi- 
ration excited by hearing it said of any one, " She is 
a useful woman V I can not let you hear or read 
another syllable till I have endeavored to fascinate 
you, if possible, by the beauty, and to captivate 
you by the force of that glorious word, usefulness. 
Look at its opposite, uselessnesa. How low, and 
dull, and nnean a sound ; and how despicable the 
character it represents. A rational, social, and im- 
mortal being, useless— doing no good — carrying on 
no benevolent activity — exerting no beneficial in- 
fluence—a worthless weed, and not a flower- a 
pebble of the desert on the shore, and not a gem — 
a piece of dead wood floating down the stream, in- 
stead of a living fruit-tree growing on its banlts. 
Yea, worse than all these ; for weeds, stones, and 
rotten wood may be converted to some good pur- 
pose; but to what purpose can one who does no 
good be turned, except it be to serve as a warning 
to others? May I be successful in working into 
your mind and heart, memory and conscience, that 
mighty term which I have placed before you, and 
inspire you with an abhorrence of being useless, 
and an ambition to be \ise/ul. Let -vour young 
hearts beat with a desire to do good. Aspire to 
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the honor of doing good. Contract not, shrivel not 
into a despicable selfishness. Cherish a yearning 
after benevolent activity, and feel as if it were but 
half living to live only for yourselves. 

In this cause, I want you to be even aealous. 
The apostle says, " It is good to be zealously affect- 
ed always in a good thing." Zeal, as you know, 
means an earnest, ardent desire, giving rise to a 
correspondent energy of action, to obtain some 
favorite object ; and when directed to a right object 
is a noble and elevated state of mind. It is, how- 
ever, a state of mind that requires great caution as 
to its management, especiaHy in the young, and, 
most of all, in young/emafes. It is like fire, which 
may be !ipplicd to many useful purposes whea 
under proper direction, but which, if not kept in its 
proper place, and under proper restraint, may cause 
a conflagration. Or, to change the illustration, it 
may be only as the healthful vital heat which keeps 
the body in comfort and in action, or it may be- 
come a fever of the sohI, to consume its strength 
and destroy its life. 0]', to venture, for the sake 
of emphasis, even upon a third illustration, many a 
zealous mind is set on fire by the speed of its own 
action, and for want of some regulator to check its 
speed, and some lubricator to lessen its friction, 
ignites into a flame that consumes the whole ma- 
chine, and does mischief to others as well as to 
itself. A warm heart requires a cool judgment to 
prevent these consequences from a misguided zeal. 
The female mind, being so susceptible, is perhaps 
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far more liable to incautious action than that of the 
opposite sex, and is less disposed to reflection. In 
man, the judgment more generally keeps the heart 
in check till it is itself enlightened and convinced. 
In woman, the heart often is engaged befoi-e the 
judgment; and hence the danger of female zeal 
being sometimes wrong in its object, excessive m 
its degree, and impetuous in its action. Almost 
all new theories, whether relating to medicine, the- 
ology, or any other practical mattei-s, find favor 
ii h a hw T 
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heads — the zeal of envy, the zeal of emulation, and 
the zeal o( piety. Extinguish all feelings of the first, 
as so many sparks thrown off from a flame kindled 
by tie fire of the bottomless pit. Have very little 
to do beyond an MJiemwioMS imitation of what is good, 
with the second — and let the third be put under the 
guardianship of a sound judgment and the guidance 
of Holy Scripture. 

1 will first of all advert to the objects of your 
zealous activity. You dwell in a vale of tears, and 
amid the groans of creation, occasioned by pov- 
erty, disease, misfortune, and death, and are not to 
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lie insensible to the sights and sounds of affliction 
by whifh you are surrouniled. The female heart ia 
supposed to be the very dwelling-place of mercy, 
atid an unfeeling woman is a libel upon her sex : 
formed by nature to weep with those that weep, and 
to minister, as we showed in a fornaer sermon, to 
the bodily woes of humanity, enter into the design 
of Providence, and liecome a ministering aagel in 
the chamber of sickness. You have seen those 
cloaked and demure women who issue from a con- 
ventual establishment in the neighborhood of this 
town, on errands of mercy to the abodes of sickness 
and poverty, deeming no office too menial, no ser- 
vice too self-denying to be performed, whicli can 
alleviate the pains or promote the comfort of the 
sufferer. We would not question the purity of 
their motives or the tenderness of those offices which 
they perform for the children of want and woe ; but 
it looks, after all, like a shallow device of the church 
which employs them to obtrude itself on public no- 
tice and to win converts to itself. We call upon 
you, without cutting the ties of your connection with 
society and abjudng all pretensions to the character 
of wife and mother, to be our Sisters of Mercy, and 
to make it your business and your pleasure to visit 
the scenes of sickness and the abodes of poverty. 
Even in youth, acquire the habits, the tenderness, 
the delicate tact of a nurse. Loathe that spurious 
sentimentality which can weep over the imaginary 
woes of a novel, but turns away either with a cal 
lous or L. coward heart from those real autferings 
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which abound on every hand. But I now more 
particularly refer to zeal /t-r religion, as well as that 
which is manifested under its potency for any other 
legitimate object. 

Religion is every one's business, not only as re- 
gai-ds the possession aud practice of it as a personal 
concei'n, but also as regards its diffusion. Every 
one can he truly pious, and can do something, hy 
the blessing of God, to make others so. To spread 
religion in our world is not merely the worlc and 
duty of its Hiinisters, but of all without exception, 
whether young or old, rich or poor, learned or il- 
literate, male or female. Every one who under- 
stands the nature, feels the iuflueuce, and values the 
privileges of the gospel of Christ, can do some- 
thing ill order to bi'ing othera into the same happy 
condition. Where there are no desire and effort to 
do this, there can he no real piety. None have any 
right to conclude they are in a state of salvation who 
have no concern for the salvation of others. Indif- 
ference to the eternal welfare of our fellow-creatures 
is a certain proof of indifference to ouv own. There 
is room, and opportunity, and obligation, for all to 
work in this cause. Even children can do some- 
thing here, and have done it. A little girl being 
deeply affected hy the notorious violation of the 
Sabbath in the neighborhood where she lived, which 
she noticed in the number of shops that were opened 
on the Lord's day; went to her minister and solic- 
ited some tracts on the subject, which, being in- 
closed in a neat envelope, she took roiuid and mod- 
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estly left at the different shops without saying a 
word. And as the result of this humbic and unos- 
tentatious effort, seven shops fi'om that tinne were 
closed on the Sabbath. God sometimes employs 
the humblest instruments for accomplishing great 
purposes, as we observed in one of the last sermons, 
when remarking upon the conduct of the little He- 
brew maid in Naanuan'a family. Paganism teaches 
us something here ; for what said Jehovah to the- 
prophet, when referring to the heathen practices 
which the Jews had imitated? "Seest thou not 
what they do in the cities of Judah, and in the streets 
of Jerusalem 1 "Die childi-ec gather wood, and the 
fathers liindle the fire, nnd the women kuead their 
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and 
to ponr out drink-offerings unto other gods" — Jer, 
vii. 17, 18. What a busy scene! all minds en- 
gaged — all hands employed — men, women, and 
children. Let us be instructed by this bad example, 
and show a zeal for the true God equal to that which 
those apostate Jews did for the false ones. Chris- 
tianity can find work for women and children as 
well as Paganism; and how solemn are the obliga- 
tiotis it imposes on ail who profess it, to pj'opo- 

But as no service can be well peformed by those 
who are not qualified for it, I will here enumerate 
the chief pre-rb qui sites for a course of female ac- 
tivity in the cause of religion. 

Religious zeal should, in every case, be the off- 
spring o£ personal piety. Without this there can 
15 
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son, anxious to do spiritual good, should well un- 
derstand three great principles in religion — the 
ruin of human nature by sin — Its redemption by 
Christ — and its regeneration by the Spirit; and 
should consider that all efforts of zeal must be di- 
rected to the accomplishment of the two latter. 
To fit her for this work, she should study well the 
Word of God, read some of the many treatises on 
the subject of religion, with which the press teems, 
and make herself acquainted with some of the hest 
tracts and books for putting into the hands of those 
who become anxious about religiou, 

A'ti intense and longing desire to he useful must 
lie at the bottom of all her efforts. It is not a 
mere love of activity— a taste for social union and 
occupation — a desire for power and influence over 
others — an ambition for distinction, that is the im- 
pulse of religious activity, but a tender pity for 
the immortal souls of our fellow-creatures, an ear- 
nest solicitude for their salvation, coupled with an 
enlightened and fervent zeal for the glory of God. 
It is the piety that melted the heart of David when 
he said, "Rivers of waters run down mine eyes 
because they keep not thy law ;." and which agitated 
the soul of Paul the apostle, when amid the splen- 
dors of Athenian architecture and sculpture,.he was 
insensible to all the glory that surrounded him, in 
consequence of the sin with which it was associated, 
and felt his spirit moved within him at seeing the 
city " wholly given to idolatry :" and which, indeed, 
is taught in the first three petitions of our Lord's 
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Prayer : " Hallowed be Ihy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in hear- 
en." Understand, my young friends, then, what 
you have to do — not the work of a low and nan-ow 
seotarianisTO, in proselyting persons from one de- 
nomination to another ; nothing resembling the 
operations of female Jesuitism ; nothing of zeal to 
establish one denomination upon the ruins of 
another: no, but the nobler and holier work of 
saving the souls of your fc! low-creatures, especially 
those of your own sex, from the dominion of sin 
here, and from the wrath to come hereafter. Be- 
gin life with an abhorrence of bigotry, and never 
]et your zeal degenerate into the meanness and ma- 
lignity of that earth-born spirit; let it be a fire 
kindled by a coal taken, by the sei-aphim, from the 
altar of God, and not a flame lighted by a scintil- 
lation from the bottomless pit. Be it your aim to 
spread that religion which consists not in forms of 
government and religious ceremonies, but of faith 
in Christ, and love to God, and love to man. To 
accomplish this, let there be real engagement of the 
heart. Give up your soul lo the passion for being 
useful. Cherish the most expansive benevolence. 
Feel as if you did not understand, or secure, or 
enjoy, the end of life, unless you live to be useful. 
Account usefulness the charm of existence; the 
sugar that sweetens the cup of life. Ever feel as 
if you heard a voice saying to you, " Do something ; 
do it at once; do it heartily; do good — thu good 
— good to the soul." 
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A habit of selj-denial is essential to tbe exereise 
of religious zeal and Christiau benevolence. Oar 
Lord said, " If any maa will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me." This is true of the way of holiness, but it is 
especially so in that of benevolent activity. Christ 
could do us no good without his cross ; nor can we 
do others much good without ours. We would not 
deceive you, and endeavor to lure you into the 
career of holy activity by representing it as leading 
through a garden of Eden, where all is blooming 
and beautiful, ease and enjoyment. No such thing. 
The course of religious zeal is often in a wilderness, 
over sharp stones and bare rocks, and amid thorns 
and nettles. You must make sacrifices of time, 
ease, enjoyment, feeling, perhaps of friendships; 
you must bear hardship, and encounter many dis- 
agreeable things ; you must be prepared to give up 
selfiwill, pertinacity, claims to pre-eminence. Can 
you be zealous of good works on such terms 'i If 
so, come on ; if not, go back ; for the career of 
mercy is not for such tender feet as yours to tread. 
But, my young friends, can you allow yourselves 
to sink into such efleminacy and feebleness of char- 
acter? Can you be content to degenerate into lit- 
tleness, and pass through life as a species of non- 
entity, because you can not endure a noble self- 
denial ! I do not appeal to your love of romance. 
I would not set your imagination on fire, in order 
that you might offer up yourselves a burnt-offering 
to benevolence in the flames of enthusiasm, I do 
15* 
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not stiitmlate jou to become heroines of mercy, 
and to set all the comforts of life at defiance, There 
are some who love the adventures of a career of 
active mercy. There is romance in every thing, 
even in pity. I want not this, but I do want to see 
young women piatticing a ^oher self-denial, a judi- 
cious disregard of ea-ie and comfort, in order to do 
good. Unite a masoulme hiirdibood of endurance 
with a feminine tenderness of feeling, and delicacy 
of manner. Passive fortitude Lelongs to you. 

Patience is another qualification for doing good. 
They that would accomplish this must not be weary 
in well-doing. There are many things to make 
them so — the neglect of others — opposition — disap- 
pointment — ingratitude— pei'haps censure. They 
who expect to benefit their fellow-cj'eatures with as 
much ease and as speedily as others do them injury, 
had hetter not make the attempt, for th.ey are sure 
to faU. Scarcely any people in the world have 
moi'e need of patience than they who set themselves 
to instruct the ignorance, to relieve the wants, to 
alleviate the soriows, and to reform the vices of 
their fellow-creatures. See how this was illustrated 
in the history of our Lord. Consider how his benev- 
olence was ever resisted by the malignity of those 
whom he sought to benefit. He lavished upon 
them his mercy, and they upon him their ingrati- 
tude. They refused his offers — rejected his invita- 
tions — misrepresented his actions — disbelieved hia 
words— -and misconstrued his motives. Never was 
so much goodness met with so much envenomed 
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oppositidn. Yet behold his patience. A thousandth 
part of the opposition which he met with would 
have exhausted the forbearance of an archangel; 
and yefc he endured the contradiction of sinners 
against himself — gave them his tears when they 
had refused his miracles— shed for them his blood 
when they despised his teai-s — and hade his disci- 
ples to naake to them the first proclamation of hia 
grace, when they had even scofied at his hlood. 
Study the history of Clirist, my young friends, for 
the purpose of seeing, next to your regard to it as 
the means of salvation, aa example for you to imi- 
tate in the career of mercy. Follow him going 
about doing good, to teach you with what patience 
you should go and do likewise. 

Many who are all ai-dor at starting, soon grow 
tired, because they do not find the course easy, 
reach not the goal at a bound, or ore opposed in 
their way. It is a despicable, as well as pitiable 
sight, to behold a young person entering iato the 
work of benevolence so confident and eager, as if 
she would sui'pass all others, and then almost at 
the fii-st stage, when the novelty is over, and diffi- 
culties arise, and the expected flowers in the path 
do not appear — giving all up, and turning back to 
indolence, ease, and uselessness. On the contrary, 
it is a sight on which angels and God himself might 
look down with delight, to see another holding on 
her way, even in her humble career of benevolence, 
amid disappointment and opposition, persevering 
in her attempfs to do good, and finding in the con- 
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sciouBiiess of her aims and motives, and her knowl- 
edge of the excellence of her object, a sufficient in- 
ducement to persevere, though at present she reaps 
little else but discouragement and defeat. 

A spirit of dependence upon Qod for success, uni- 
ted with a high sense of the importance and neces- 
sity of human effort, is essential to religious zeal. 
This gives a two-fold boldness of mind, and firm- 
ness of step ; and makes us not only to be strong, 
as instruments, in ourselves, but also in the Lord 
and in the power of his might. What courage is 
derived in the career of benevolence from such a 
consideration as this ; " I know I am seeking a good 
object by right means, and I will go in the strength 
of the Lord."; -Young women, cvenra your humble 
sphere and efforts to do good, a spirit of believing 
prayer, which, indeed, is the spirit in which every 
thing should he done, will bring the (jod of Angeis 
to your help — the Lord of Hosts to your aid. Go 
forth with the consciousness that you are doing 
right, and with a belief that Omnipotence is by 
your side. It is not pride nor self-conceit, but that 
proper sense of capability which every one should 
cherish, to say, " I feel I awi something, and can do 
something ; I need not be a cipher, for God has not 
made me one. I have a mind, and heart, and will, 
and tongue, and with these I may do something for 
God and my fellow-creatures. Others of my own 
age and sex, feeble and humble as I am, have done 
something, and so may I, and by Gfod's help and 
blessing I will." You are right — it is ' all true. 
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This is not self-esteem, but only self-knowledge. 
Cherish these thoughts ; act upon tliem, and you 
■will do something. With such qualifications, you 
may go to the woik of religious zeal. 

Permit me now-to point out to you the ways in 
which your zeal may be employed appropriate to 
your sex, age, and circumstances. ''Aa we have 
opportunity^' said the apostle, "-let m do good." 
Opportunity is a golden word, and is itself more 
precious than rabies, and should never be lost by 
neglect. There are three things, which if lost, can 
never be recovered — time, the soul, and an oppor- 
tunity. And it is of importance for you to ponder 
this. It becomes us all to remember the advice of 
the sage to his disciples, " Be ye mindful of oppor- 
tunities," Youth is your opportunity for doing 
good ; not, indeed, if you live, your only one, but 
it is a very precious one. The iTmarks made in the 
last sermon on the subject of the leisure afforded by 
your present situation for the cultivation of piety, 
apply with equal force to the opportunities it affords 
for usefulness. In married life, with a family 
around you, and all the caj'es it brings with it, you 
will have comparatively little opportunity, at least, 
for some of those activities which you can now carry 
forward. 

Among the ways in which female activity could 
be appropriately cai'ried on, I must begin, of course, 
with the education of children in our Sunday-schools. 
The instruction of the girls is, of course, intjusted 
to females, and what an honor is thus assigned to 
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them ! It is passing strange how any youog woman 
pretending to religion can satisfy heraelf tliat she is 
doing all she can, or all she ought for God's gloj'j' 
and the good of her fellow-creatures, who is not de- 
voting her youthful energies to this blessed work. 
And yet it is somewhat painful to observe how 
many of the young women of the more respectable 
femilies of our congregations, withhold their ser- 
vices from this useful and valuable sphere of female 
activity. I am not unaware of some difficulties and 
objections to this engagement for their daughters 
that present themselves to the mind of a careful, 
judicious, and anxious mother. But surely 'the 
proper exercise of maternal influence and authority 
would, in most cases, be sufficient to counterbalance 
those contingent evils to which the mixed society of 
the Sunday S hool co n n'ty m'ght expose young 
females : I mean tl e way of fo n ng acqua nt- 
arice and unsu t»ble co nect o s A well taugl t 
and wisely t a ned g 1 11 s ely k ow and ougl t 
to know, how to a o d a f,ene dl and undea Me 
familiarity, v th ut be ng suspected of a ha ^hty 
disdain, or a p oud eglect t th se who a e not 
upon her le el the aaks of s c al 1 fe It does 
require care 111 t 1 ut th care w II b suftc ent 
to avoid the contingent evils alluded to. And I am 
free to confess that- the frequent and niixed meetings 
of the teachers, of both sexes, which are held in 
some schools, are by no means necessary for the 
good working of the system, and are very undesir- 
able on other accounts : and it is not to be won- 
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dered at, that for this reason many mothers do not 
allow their daughters to hecome teachers, and that 
daughters theniselves do not wish to engage in the 
work. Acquaintances have, no doubt , in some 
cases been formed, by no means snitahle. It is 
therefore eminently incumbent upon all who are 
thus engaged to be anxiously watchful that no part 
of their conduct ffive occasion to those who seek it, 
to speak ill of the effect of Sunday-school teaching 
upon the character and conduct of the devoted 
females who are engaged in it. 

Districl-visitinff societies and benevolent institu- 
tions for affording temporal relief and spiritual in- 
struction to the sick poor, conducted hy female 
agency, are become very common, both in' the 
Church of England and among Dissenters. It 
would hot be desirable, of course, that these should 
be chiefly conducted by younff women. Matronly 
age, experience, and weight, are necessary to give 
propriety and effect to such a labor of love, hut 
surely there would be no impropriety in associating 
even in these good works, a youthfiil female with 
an elderly one. 

The Bible and missionary societies, and other 
religious institutions, have called into opieration a 
large number of females who are employed in col- 
lecting money for those impftttant organizations, 
and for supplying the poor with copies of the 
Word of God. There can be no objection to this, 
provided the more youthful portion of the sex so 
employed be associated with those who are older. 
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and also that very young girls be not employed at 
all in the work. Nothing can be more repugnant 
to my sense of propriety, than for young females to 
he sent out with what are called "collecting cards," 
to wander over a town, knocking at the doors of 
any body and every body, for the purpose of beg 
ging money, and sometimes entering into counting- 
houses, and assailing even younff men with their 
importunities. 

The distribution of religious tracts is another line 
of female activity in which many may be eminently 
useful. This is a means of ^oing good universally 
characteristic of the age. The press was never so 
active either for good or for evil as it is now. Its 
prodnctions are instruments which every hand can 
wield, not excepting that of a young and even com- 
paratively illiterate female. ^ But the same caution 
must be here applied also, that nothing be done to 
break down the barriers of female modesty. 

Perhaps it will be thought 1 ought not to overlook 
one line of female usefulness peculiar to the sex, and 
especially to the youthful portion of it, and that is, 
furnishing articles by their pencil and their needle, 
the products of which, when sold, shall go to the sup- 
port of the cause of Christ. There is one way of doing 
this, about which I confess I have serious doubts : I 
mean the modem practice of Bazaars, or, as they 
are now called, " Fancy Saks." I am aware of all 
the arguments that are employed in favor of them 
— such as their gainfulness, and their calling forth 
contributions from those who would give or could 
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give in no other way. A very beautiful little 
tract, entitled, "The Bazaar," was published two 
years ago, in which the writer, with tolerable show 
of argument, endeavored lo prove that these means 
for the support of religion hardly comport with the 
sanctity of the object, A certain air of frivolity 
and worldliaes? at these sales is thrown over the 
whole ; so that sucli a scene looks like piety keep- 
ing a stall at " Vanity Tair," " Recall," says this 
writer, " the scene itself, the gay dress, the music, 
and the rafRe— flatteiy and compliment instead of 
truth. Purchases made from regard to man, and 
not free-will offerings to God. Mortification and 
disappointment, in place of the approving conscious- 
ness of her who 'had done what she could.' Skill 
exercised in making that which is worthless pass for 
much. Arts practiced, advantage taken, with the 
excuse that it is for a religious purpose, that would 
be thought dishonorable in the common business 
transactions of the world. Then follows enntii after 
excitement ; the gaze of the heap of left things to 
be disposed of, or that will do for other bazaars, 
with the false estimate of the result of this. There 
is another fact in the history of such sales ; some 
who shun the ball-room and the concert, and never 
entered a theater, acf there the shop-woman, talk 
the nonsense befitting the bazaar-room, and are ^s 
worldly, vain, and foolish, as she who seldom 
dreams of any thing but pleasure, earth, and 

Now this, I admit, is rather severe, and is 



16 



?, per- 



Ho^dtwGooglc 



182 TOING WUMABS FRIEND. 

haps a 1 ttle t iictured with the ruby color of e» 
a(,geiation Still there is some truth in it, and it 
may serve a'3 a, correct ve if it should not as a de- 
structive. To the pure, all things are pure, and 
there may be those who can enter, pass through, and 
leave such scenes, without receiving the smallest 
injury to the devout and happy seriousness of their 
religious character. At any rate, it is coming near 
the appearance of evil, and should excite caution and 
prayer on the part of those who consider the matter 
as innocent and therefore lawful. Bazaars, how- 
ever, are not the only way in which the needle may 
be and is employed by pious females for works of 
charity. Working parties are very common. I 
have one that meets periodically in my own vestry, 
where articles of utility are made and shipped for 
sale in India, the produce of which, amounting some- 
times for one year's labor to eighty pounds, is de- 
voted to the support of orphan- schools connected 
with our missionary stations abroad. At these 
meetings, piety, friendship, and zeal, all blend their 
feelings of enjoyment, and furnish happy seasons 
for those who attend them. 

I knew a most accomplished woman, long since 
in heaven, who was called by grace out of the gay 
world, and who, after her conversion, felt an iri-e- 
sistible desire to do something for the spiritual wel- 
fare of her fellow-creatures and the glory of God ; 
but her means were more limited than her aspira- 
tions. She thoroughly understood the science of 
music, and her most exc^nisite singing had been the 
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delight of gay and fashionable circles. Her taste in 
drawing and paijjting was equal to her skill in 
inasic. After her conversion to God, she turned 
these elegant accomplishments to the noble purpose 
of glorifying God, "who doth instruct man to dis- 
cretioii," by setting some of the most admired 
Italian and German airs to saored words, and paint- 
ing some Scripture subjects, both of which she sold 
among the circle of her friends, often receiring large 
sums, especially for her paintings, and consecrating 
all, like the woman who broke her alabaster box of 
ointment, to the honor of the Saviour whom she in- 
tensely loved. Perhaps the eye of some gifted 
woman may range over these pages, who may have 
a heart for Christ and his cause"; with as scanty 
means and as jare talents to serve both, as the 
female above alluded to ; to her would I say, " Go 
thou and do likewise." 

la there not one way in which young females, 
unable to do much in pi-oducing tasteful works, 
may be occupied in doing good for God and their 
fellow-creatures, without, in the smallest degree, 
violating the rule of decorum or infringing on the 
delicacy of female modesty — I mean visitinff the 
chamber of sickness or the cottage of poverty, to read 
to the poor invalid or to the ignorant of their own 
sex the Word of God and religious tracts. Surely 
it is no invasion of either the rights of man or the 
duties of the minister, for a pious, modest female, 
thougji young — I do not mean children, of coui'se — 
to go to the bedside of the sufferer, and from Holy . 
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Sciiptuie pour into hei' ears tbe woida, and into 
her heart the sacred tiutlis of that precious volume, 
whiuh are the best halm for a wounded spirit, and 
the only consolation for a broken heart. Nor can 
it be improper for her to take her chair by the side 
of a poor mother plying her needle, or watching the 
cradle, and I'eady to hear words whereby she may 
be saved. What a field of usefulness, aln u e- 
cupied, is here opened to the ambition d n 

gies of our pious young women who ha 
for such occupation ! Is it not thus th d fi 
of church accommodation and minister] n 

can be best supplied, and our laborin p p 
as to their destitution of religious ad a^ be 
best overtaken T How many thousand w m 
in the laboring class are there in thi g w 
and in every other of magnitude, who are so occu- 
pied by the cares of their families and the demands 
of their husbands, as never to join tbe public assem- 
blies for worship, nor to hear the joyful sound of 
the sermon, or the psalm, who would hail as a 
ministering angel the female that would come to 
their scene of constant monotonous care aad labor, 
and cause their dreary abode to echo with the music 
that tells them of a present salvation even for them, 
and of a land hereafter where the " wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary ai'e forever at rest." 
Oh, ye "devout women, not a few," if ye have 
hearts of pity for the poor, or compassion for the 
Koula that are likely to be lost amid their " being 
careful and troubled about many things and their 
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much serving ;" or if you have any zeal for the glory 
of God, do, do, employ your leisure hours in paying 
these visits of mercy to the housesof poverty, igno- 
ranc«, sickness, and misery. Here there can be 
nothing in opposition to female modesty, nothing 
that can minister to female vanity. The seclusion 
of the scene prevents all this ; no rude or inquisitive 
gaze follows her there; no language of fulsome 
compliment or sickly adulation is addressed to her 
there ; she is alone with sorrow, or witnessed only by 
her conscience and her God. Oh, what, to a young 
female so occupied, is the most elegant and beau- 
tiful woman glittering in the gay scene of fashion- 
able folly, the admiration of many feyes, and the 
envy of more] What is all the adulation poured 
by the lip of flattery into the ear of beauty, com- 
pared with the blessing of her that was ready to 
perish, so gratefully bestowed on that sister of 
mercy, who had thus "caused the widow's heart to 
sing for joy !" 

Companionship affords a means of usefulness of 
which you ought not to be slow in availing your- 
self. It may be you have formed friendships in 
the days of your thoughtlessness with some as 
thoughtless as yourselves. But you have been 
awakened to solemn and holy reflection. Yon have, 
through the work of divine grace, passed from death 
unto life ; but your friends still remain under the 
power of the world and far from God. Here, then, 
is a most legitimate object of pious zeal, to seek by 
all afl^ectionate and judicious means their ci 
16* 
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to Christ. What an honor and felicity would it be, 
should you be the means of saving the soul of your 
companion. How close and tender would be your 
friendship from that hour, when the tie of affection 
was doubled and sauotilied by the bond of religion! 
How happy will be jour intercourse, how sweet 
your communion ! A covenant is made between 
you which will go with you to heaven ; for all 
friendships formed on the basis of religion will last 
forever. Take with you then, if you can, to that 
happy world, the friend of your heart, there to 
renew, perfect, and perpetuate the intercourse which 
you have commenced on earth, and realize the idea 
that the closest and happiest friendship commenced 
below is but the bud, and scarcely even that, which 
will blossom with amaranthine freshness through 
eternity in heaven. 

Woman's talent for a flowing, easy, tender style 
of correspondence is generally acknowledged; and 
ought she not to employ Ihis as a means of serving 
G!od and her fellow-creatures? How many 'have 
been thus led to an acquaintance with religion ! 
There is great moral power hi a well-written re- 
ligious letter. It is known and felt to be an efiiision 
of love from one heart to affect another. It is read 
alone, when no one is a witness of the effect. There 
is not the reproving or monitory presence of the 
writer. There is no disposition to feel offended and 
to resent the intrusive advice or warning. Young 
women, employ your pen, and breathe affection from 
the female quill. 
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I shall now lay down some roles for the dlrectioa 
of female activity, which must be very rigidly ob- 
served, in order to prevent it from doing harm in 
one way as well as good in another. 

The zeal of young women must ever be exercised 
with the strictest regard to the modesty of youth, 
and especially of youthful females. It must never 
be foigotten that bashfulness is the beauty of female 
character : like the violet, which seems to court se- 
dusion, and indicate^ its coy retreat rather. by its 
fragrance than its obtrusivenesa of color or of place, 
her very retii-ingness adds to her attractions. Any 
thing that would destroy this — that would strip off 
this delicate vail of modesty, and make her bold and 
obtrusive ; that would thrust her by an impulsive 
ambition of her own mind upon the public notice, 
instead of being sought out for usefulness; that 
would make her clamorous in her complaints of 
neglect, and imperious in her demands for employ- 
ment — would inilict an irreparable injury on society 
by depriving her of that passive power of gentleness 
by which her influen'.'e can be most, effectually ex- 
erted in society. I confess that with all my desires 
for female activity within its proper sphere, and the 
legitimate exercise of woman's zeal, I am made not 
a little jealous by the active spirit of the age, and 
the extent to which the sex is employed, for the del- 
icate beauty and excellence of the female character. 
Money might flow into the treasury of our societies, 
and numbers might be added to their friends — spirit 
might he given to our operations, and the triumphs 
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of the cause might seem to be multiplied — but It 
any injury were sustained by the female character, 
all that was otherwise achieved would be accom- 
plished at a dreadful cost and a fearful loiis. There- 
fore I entreat you, my young friends, to guard 
against this evil. Cultivate that meekness, gentle- 
ness, and retiringness, which are your brightest or- 
naments. Make it appear that in what you are 
doing for God and his cause, you neither seek pub- 
licity, nor aim to attract attention, nor to court ap- 
plause. Avoid all that undue familiarity, flippancy, 
or trifling with the other sex, which would look as 
if your object was rather to attract notice from them 
than really to do good. I ask for nothing prim, 
prudish, or repulsive ; for no dread of converse with 
men, or flight from their company, as if there were 
moral contamination in their presence and pollution 
in their words. Excessive prudery has not always 
been associated with the highest-toned purity ; nor 
has an easy, artless frankness of manner been ever 
the indication of a bold and forward disposition. 
Still be reserved, without pride or coldness ; and 
frank, easy, and ingenuous, without familiarity and 
obtrusiveness. lu this age your danger lies in the 
latter extreme 'rather than in the former. Be con- 
tented that your influence should flow through soci- 
ety like the blood in the human frame, carrying life 
and energy with it, but by channels where it is 
neither heard nor seen. 

Female zeal in religious matters must ever ba 
carried forward with due regard to the duties of home. 
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If, as I have stated, hojne be the sphere of woman's 
mission, and the fust and chief place of her duty, 
no public objects c)f any Islnd must be allowed to 
iaterfere wiih these. This I have already alluded 
to, but on account of its importance I refer to it 
again. It is not to the honor of religion, nor to the 
credit of a wife and mother, for a husband to come 
to his home at the dinner iiour expecting to see 
every thing ready and in order, and find all in con- 
fusion, nothing properly arranged, and then have his 
time wasted by waiting for his wife, who has not 
finished hei' benevolent rambles, or her morning's 
activity at some female meeting. Nor is it much 
for his happiness on coming home in the evening, 
suffering from the fatigue and vexation of the world's 
rough business, and when wanting the soothing in- 
fluence of a wife's sweet voice, to have to sit hours 
in sadness and solitude, because she is away at some 
evening public meeting. This is not the way to 
promote connubial felicity, nor to interest his mind 
on behalf of the objects of his wife's zeal. It will 
never do to serve the Lord with time taken from 
domestic order, comfort, and family duty. A neg- 
lected husband and family are a sad comment upon 
some women's religious activity : and it is a com- 
ment not unfrequently expressed by others who see 
it in the appearance of the children and the house. 
These are the instances, of which some who could 
do much without infringing on domestic claims, but 
who will do nothing, avail themselves to justify 
their own selfishness and indolen<^, and 1 am sorry 
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that such tnstauees should ever be afforded to 
them. 

, Still, a woman may look well to the ways of her 
household, and some do, who bj method, dilige»ce, 
and dispatch, seb their house in order, and yet have 
time tQ.devote.to the cause of religion and human- 
ity. Solomon's description of the virtuous w5man 
comprehends holh these: "She looketh well to the 
ways of her household. The heart of her hushand 
doth safely trust her, so that he shall have no need 
of spoil. Her children rise up and call her blessed. 
She giveth meat to her household, and a portion to 
her maidens. She eateth not the bread of idleness." 
Here is domestic order, management, economy, in 
perfection. Yet with all th's is associated, " She 
stretcheth out her hands to the poor ; yea, she rcach- 
eth forth her hands to the needy ; and in her tongue 
is the law of kmdnesis " There the good house- 
wife is supposed to find tune for works of mercy 
abroad, as well as of industry ^t home Provided 
the comfort of a husband is never neglected and 
he has no reaaon to complain and does not com 
plain of the want of his w fe s society and the 
supervision of the children, as to their general well 
being, and their education and home training aie 
properly attended to ; and also the wh le course 
of domestic order be maintaned w th regularity 
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that her method of dispatch and o der in the regu 
lation of her household affairs is such as to leave her 
ample time for usefulness, without the least infring 
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irg on her duties as a wife, a mother, or a mistress. 
Except in tbe case of a large family, a destitution 
of all public spirit is no credit to any female. She 
can not be educating her family as she ought to 
do, if she is not by her example as well as by her 
precept training them to habits of benevolenee. 

The two extremes, then, are to be avoided — of 
a,.\owing, on the one hand, the duties of home so 
entirely to engross the female heart, as to feel no 
interest in any thing that is going on in the world 



these feasts of holy charity or exclude them from 
scenes in which they take as deep an mterest md 
to which they have contributed ec^ually with oui 
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selves? Their ses is more benefitted by them 
even than the opposite one. Let woman's hear, 
there bleed over the woes of humanity, and es- 
pecially of her down-trodden sisters in the lands 
of darkness ; let woman's hand be thera stretched 
out to lift them up from their degradation, and 
woman's eye there sparkle with a brighter lustei 
as it rejoices over the records of our missions, and 
the triumphs of Christianity. Bat, then, let not 
this rise into such a passion as shall spoil her for 
scenes partaking of less fascination in some re- 
spects, but to her of more importance in others. 

In order to this, let our younger women in these 
days of general benevolence guard against acquiring 
in youth that taste for public activity which, though 
it will aot prevent them fi'om entering into domes- 
tie life, would, to a veiy considerable extent, dis- 
qualify them for its duties, A love of activity is a 
good; a passion for it would be an evil. There 
is such a thing as well-regulated, temperate, relig- 
ious zeal, and there is also such a thing as a species 
of religious dissipation. When a young person 
loves home and home duties, but is ever willing and 
ready on suitable occasious, and for a proper object, 
to leave it for works of religious and common bene, 
volence, she is in a right disposition. But when 
home and home duties are irksome, and she is ever 
longing for the excitement of public duties, her 
taste has been corrupted, her character damaged, 
and her prospects for future life become somewhat 
beclouded. If she has aiyured the intention or wish 
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ever to become a wife, and has, without entering a 
convent, determined to be a sister of chaj'ity, it 
may be all very well ■ to desire to give hei'self 
wholly tp works of benevolent activity ; but if not, 
let her beware how she acquires predilections and 
forms habits which would equally unlit and indis- 
pose her for the duties of wedded life. 

Young females while at home should be generally 
regulated hy ike Jnishes of thtir parents, and espe- 
cially by their mothers. They are not, and should 
neither wish nor attempt to be, independent of 
parental control. A good and wise daughter will 
ever look up with affectionate deference to a good 
and wise mother, and will therefore enter on no 
career of religious activity without consulting her. 
It may be that the wishes of the child and the 
opinions of the parent, on this point, are some- 
times in opposition to each other, and it requires 
little argument to prove which in this case ought 
to give way. Perhaps some zealous, ardent, young 
female will put such a question as this : " I feel it 
my duty to God to attempt to spread religion, and 
to do good to my fellow-creatures, and especially in 
the way of saving their souls, but my parents, not 
being themselves religious, oppose it, and will not 
allow me either to engage in Sunday-school instruc- 
tion, to collect for missionary or Bible societies, or 
to go and distribute tracts, or to read the Scriptures 
to the poor. Is it njy duty to follow out my own 
convictions, or yield up my wishes to my parents V 
It would be very proper for you, in a re'spectful and 
17 
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deferentiiil manner to state j im wi'^he? and use 
every argumei t to ol^tain tliiii compliance biit if 
this should prove meffectuai jou must then sul mit 
and tear the piivition without le-wutlu! sullei aeas 
To be moody ill tempered and petulant undei the 
refusal, would too planly n iieate that jou have 
much yet to do m youi own heirt to spread tel g 
ion there before jou seek to commun tate it to 
others. You are under no such il ligat on to exer 
cise your rel gious zeal ni an\ pirticular way as 
you are to seek joir iwn salvation It is mam 
festly your duty tf d) ^ood and vou can do it 
even under such restrict ons as those I am now sup- 
posing , for J ou can set a holy example, and you can 
pray for the spiritual welfare of others, and corre- 
spond with absent friends, and perhaps influence hy 
conversatioE jour companions; and thus are not, 
and can not be, shut out from all methods of doing 
good , and is to those from which you are debarred 
by parental authority, Gfod will take the will for the 
deed, and reward the intention, as he would have 
done the action, had you been permitted to perform 
it. Conside ^1 th'it is your parents do not enter 
into your vi f 1 ^ n hey will regard your 

conduct, if y u p n other light than that 

of a refracto y p a d w II thus receive a preju- 
dice against 1 g n a ount of your conduct ; 
whereas am k a d g d natured yielding to their 
wishes, and fi n an bjgct which they per- 

ceive to hav b n a J ur heart, will dispose 
theoa'to think la ablj f hat religious principle 
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which could produce such a spirit of unresisting and 
uncomplaining self-denial. 

In order to be usefnl, it is necessary to cultivate 
habits of order, punctuality, and the right appropri- 
ation of time. These remarks apply, of course, to . 
such fl9 move in the wealthier circles of life, and 
whose opportunities of doing good are not confined 
to the Sabbath. Week-days with them should be 
working-days for God and man, by the offices of 
religion and humanity. There is no doing good 
without time. Benevolence requires leisure. Two 
things can not be done at once. How much time 
is wasted, which the miseries and w^nts of society 
require.* "Time is the most undefinable; yet par- 
adoxical of things; the past is gone, the future is 
not come, and tlie present becomes the past, even 
while we attempt to define it, and like the flash of 
the lightning, at once exists and expires. "Hme is 
the measurer cff all things, but is itself immeasur- 
able, and the grand discloaer of all things, but is 
itself undisclosed. Like space, it is incomprehensi- 
ble, because it has tio limit, and it would be still 
more so, if it had. It is more obscure in its source 
than the Nile, and in its termination than the Niger, 
and advances like the slowest tide, but retreats like 
the swiftest torrent. It gives wings of lightning to 
pleasure, but feet of lead to pain, and lends expecta- 
tion a curb, but enjoyment a spur. It robs beauty 

• Perhaps the following very striking antithetical de- 
scription of time will amnae and instruct many of the read- 
ers of this discourse. 
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of her ehannsi, to bestow them on her picture, and 
builds a monument to merit, but denies it a house; 
it is the transient and deceitful flatterer of falsehood, 
but the tried and final friend of truth. Time is the 
most subtle, yet the most insatiable of depredatoi's, 
and by appearing to Uke nothing, is permitted to 
talie all, nor can it be satisfied, nn til it has stolen 
the world from us, and us fi'om the world. It con- 
stantly dies, yet overcomes all things by flight, and 
although it is the present ally, it will be the future 
conqueror of death. Time, the cradle of hope, but 
the grave of ambition, is the stern corrector of fools, 
but the salutary counselor of the wise, bringing all 
they dread to the one, and all they desire to the 
other ; but like Cassandi'a, it warns us with a Toice 
that even the sageat discredit too long, and the 
silliest believe too late. Wisdom walks before it, 
opportunity with it, and repentance behind it ; he 
that has made it his fi'iend, will h^e little to fear 
from his enemies ; but he that has made It his ene- 
my, will have little to hope from his friends." 
Redeem the time, is a voice that ought ever to be 
sounding in our ears. Wc want it for our own 
improvement, and we wact it for tlie good of others. 
We can do much with it, but nothing without it. 
There is scarcely any thing to which the injunction 
of our Lord more strictly applies than to this — 
" Uuiher up the fragments, that nothing be lost." 
Order redeems time— so does punctuality; there- 
fore, order and punctuality are among the means 
of mercy and zeal, by supplying the time necessary 
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for their exercise. Redeem time from useless 
reading, and also from that excessive addietedness 
to the accomplishments of music, drawing, modem 
languages, and fancy worlt, which is so characteris- 
tic of the pi-esent day. That some portion of time 
may be given by females in wealthy circles to these 
things, is admitted. We are not for parting with 
even the exquisite polish which skill in these mat- 
ters imparts to female elegance. We love to see 
even the decorations of female mind and manners. 
Of the one, I may have to speak again in a future 
discourse, and therefore shall merely now say, that 
when the cries of misery are entering into her ears, 
and the groans of creation arerising all around her ; 
when such countless millions abroad are living and 
dying without the light of the gospel and the hope 
of salvation ; when at her own doors will be found 
so many passing in ignorance and wickedness to 
their great account ; is it for a humane, and espe- 
cially for a religious young woman to spend so 
much precious time each day over her knitting, 
crotchet, or embroidcry-woik ? As she sits plying 
those needles, and bringing out, it may be, the 
tasteful device hour after hour, does she never hear 
the plaint of human woe, " Come over and help 
us?" Does it never occur to her, how many souls 
have gone into eternity unprepared to meet their 
God since she took her chair and commenced her 
daily task 1 Or, even leaving out of view, for a 
moment, the employment of her time for deeds of 
religious zeal, is it not an afflictive sight to behold 
17* 
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80 much time thrown away on these elegant trifles, 
which might he so much better employed in culti- 
vating the miud by useful reading 1 You can not 
do good, then, without making some sacrifices of 
time, which might be agreeably, if not very profit- 
ably, spent on matters of taste. 

Permit me now to remind you that all youi 
efforts of religious zeal should be carried on in a 
spirit o/Jailh and prayer. It should not be merely 
the love of activity, much less an ambitious fond- 
ness for publicity and display, that moves you ; 
but a strong and prevailing feeling of love U) God 
and love to man. It must not be a substitute for 
I'g" b t th ■ p I d th t " ■ g p wer 

/ I 1 if kg) P J, it 

t t gth t E t g f m J own 

h ly d t t 1 k th !y k dl d fl me, 

act back p t d as th te aity 

f h Y t b t hf 1 y own 

p dk hty h Itadp itu- 

Ijh t p Iby ptf ty You 
h Id I k w 11 J m t d bj t your 

heart, to d. most rigid self-sciutmj. In the retire- 
ment of the closet you should cultivate that spirit 
of dependence whicii expresses itself in. prayer, and 
is cherished by prayer. The more you do for the 
spiritual welfare of others, the more you must do 
for your own. You should take alarm if you find 
that the excitements of zeal produce an indisposed- 
cess for the more retired and quiet exercises of de- 
votion. A renewed consecration to your work 
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should often take place, preceded by a renewed 
consecration, of yourselves to God. 

To encourage jou in your career of holy activity, 
1 may call you, in conclusion, to consider the nature 
of your work, and the consequences that will follow 
even your humhle endeavors to carry it on. It is 
religion, the gift of God to man, which Jesus Christ 
came to our world to bi'ing with him, which the 
Spirit of God is poured out to produce, and the 
Scriptures are written to describe and impart ; it is 
religion, the balm of man's wounded heart, the 
renovator of his corrupt nature, the means of his 
happiness, his preparation for immortal glory ; it is 
religion, the source of individual comfort, domestic 
peace, social order, national prosperity, and the 
whole world's restoration ; it is religion, which shall 
cover our earth with the glories of the Millennium, 
and raise up countless millions of our race from the 
ruins of the ftll to the heavens of the eternal God; 
it is religion, that shall be the glory and the bliss 
of the 1 edeemed churth throughout eternity; it is 
religion, in the cause of which prophets predicted, 
apostles labored, martyrs bled, ministers labor at 
home, and missionaries abroad ; it is this you are 
promoting by all your efforts of religious zeal. In 
this cause you shall not labor in vain, nor without 
jour reward for "the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea, and yjur humble labors, though as drops in 
that mighty ocean, fall there and help to replenish 
the m ghtj mass — and after this shall come the 
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world where you shall be gathered onto those holy 
women whose lives were briefly recoidod m a pi t 
sermou; and to all those chaste virgins anj holj 
matrons, who have wrought to weave b^ their 
labors the crown of glory which shall evei flounsh 
on the bead of our Emmanuel. 
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first page of every young woman's album ; yea, 
upon the tablet of her heart, and to be read every 
day of her residence in her father's house. 

It has been said, we are all jeally what we are 
relatively. Akin to 1 id y 

is best known at I m M p r^ 'y 

dress their person 1 h h h n h y 

go into company, t h m Im 

rent saying, " Tell 1 y 

pany, but what tl h f I ! 

Home, as we hav ! dy '■ad f m <J 

course, is one of the w es d 1 g ag 

and nowhere belt 1 od h n u wn 

country. But it involves as many duties as it does 
enjoyments. It is not only a paradise of delights, 
but a school of virtue, A family is a little world 
within doors : the miniature resemblance of the 
great world without. It is in the home of her pa- 
rents that a young female is trained for the future 
home of her own ; and, generally speaking, what 
she was in the former, that, in full maturity and 
expansion, she mil be in the latter — the good wife, 
and judicious mother, looking well to the ways of 
her household, l^eing the full-blown rose of which 
the good girl, at home, was the bud of promise 
and of hope. And it may be depended upon as a 
principle, su^ested by reason, as well as a fact 
corroborated by observation, tliat she who contrib- 
utes nothing to the happiness of her early home, as 
a daughter, is not likely to find others contributing 
to her later one as a wife, a mother, and a mistress. 
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It is, therefore, of immense importance that you 
should, at once, at the very torn, men cement of this 
discourse, pause and ponder the momentous tiuth, 
that you sre preparing your own futuie home by 
the manner in which you conduct yourself in thit 
of your father; and because of Ita importance it la 
thus dwelt upon with such repetition 

In one aspect, the subject of this sermon is of 
more consequence, in reference to you, than it is m 
reference to your brothers ; j/ou remain longer at 
home than they. It is the usual oidtr of thnigs 
for them to remove early from beneath the parental 
roof, first to learn, and then to pursue, their avoca- 
tions in life ; so that if fheir temper be unamiable, 
and their hahits unfriendly to domestic peace, they 
soon depart, and bear away the annoyance. But 
yoM, if not necessitated to go out into a situation 
for your own support, remain with your parents 
till you are married, and if not wedded, you are 
with them continually. In the latter case you are 
a fixture in the household, and should therefore be 
a happy one. Of how much comfort or disquiet, 
accoi-ding to her character and conduct, may a 
daughter be to a family through a period of ten or 
twenty years, dating from the period of her return 
from school. Hence it is always a source, not of 
unmixed delight, but of some anxiety, to a consid- 
erate mother, what kind of home character her child 
will prove when she has finished her education, and 
exchanges the company of her governess and fel- 
low-pupils for that of the family circle. 
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Here, then, ia the first thing, the great thing to 
be determined upon hy the young woman at homo, 
to be a iarge contcibutor to the happiness of the 
domestic circle. You can not be a cipher in the 
house, nor sustain a negative chaiacter. You are a 
member of the little community, and the other 
members must be affected by your conduct. You 
are ever in the midst of them, and your actnons, 
words, and very looks, exert an influence upon 
them. Behold, then, your starting-point in the 
career of home dnties. Take up this resolution 
intelligently, deliberately, determlnately : "I will, 
BT God's grace, do all I can to make mt home 

HAPPT TO OTHERS, AND THUS COMrOHTABLE TO MY- 
SELF." Look at this resolution, revolve it, imprint 
it on -your memory, heart, consi'ience. Is it not 
wise, virtuous, right? Does not reason, conscience, 
self-love approve it t Let it be a serious matter of 
consideration with you, and not merely a thought 
passing through the mind, and leaving no trace be- 
hind, bnt a deep, abiding, influential consideration. 
Have not your parents a right to expect it? Is it 
not the most reasonable thing in the world, that 
enjoying the protection and comforts of home, you 
should in return make home happy 1 

To diffuse happiness anywhere is a blissful em- 
ployment, but most of all, at home. To light up 
any countenances with joy is to a benevolent mind 
a desirable thing, but most of all the countenances 
of parents, and brothers, and sistei's. Set out with 
the intense ambition to compel from the whole 
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J d Wl 1 J beloved 
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bmdbyhhp I C template 

w h CO as h h duct of a 

d gh h ! laration as 

h f 11 w g f g p We looked 

forward with pleasure and with hope, not altogether 
unmlsed with anxiety, to the time when we should 
receive her back from school, to he our companion 
and our comfort. How bitter is our disappoint- 
ment! Her unamiable disposition, her regardless- 
ness of our happiness, her restlessness in the family 
circle, her craving for any company hut ours, are 
painfully obvious. It was — we regret to say it — a 
sad increase of our domestic trouble, when she be- 
came a permanent inmate of our house." Sighs 
and tears follow this sad confession. Which of 
these shall be the case with you, my young friendsl 
Can you hesitate ? . 

Having, then, made up your mind to be a com- 

fort at home, you should, and will, of course, inquire 

18 
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into tho means of accomplishing your purpose, 
These will, if the purpose be fised, and the desire 
intense, almost without enumeration, suggest them- 
selves. They who really want to make others 
happy, will find out their own means of doing so, 
and bo ingenious in theii' devices to effectuate the 
end. Many things are difficult, and require deep 
thought, but not the study to please. If our heart 
be set upon it, wc can diffuse bliss almost without 
effort or contiivance. Fi'oin a heart fully possessed 
with the desire t^ make others happy, kind acts and 
offices will flow off, like the ebullitions of a spring 
or the streams of a fountain, without the labor of 
drawing or purifying the water. 

But we will, for your guidance, lay down rules 
for that behavior at home, which will enable you 
to make large contributions to the felicity of the 
family. 

Should your parents themselves he truly pious 
people, who have trained you np in the fear of the 
Lord; their deepest solicitude and most earnest 
prayer for you is, that you may " Remember your 
Creator in the days of youi- youth," You have 
lieen the witnesses of some of their anxiety on this 
ground, and for this object. You have heard a 
father's prayers, have seen, perhaps, a mother's 
tears for your salvation ; but of the wkok of their 
concern ou this point you never can know. It is 
too deep for y«u to fathom. Till this great subject 
is determined, till they see you in earnest to lead 
a pious life, they can not be happy. They value 
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your love, your respect, your attentions to their 
comfort, your general good conduct, your acquisi- 
tions, and not unfrequently feel a parent's pride 
over you; hut, "Alas, alas!" they say, "one thing 
thou lackest yet, and that is, the one thing need- 
ful — true piety — the salvation of the soul. Oh, my 
daughter, that thou wast a real Christian ; and that 
thy love to Christ was as sincere as thy love to 
me; and that all thy other excellences were sancti- 
fied by the crowning one of true religion !" What 
a cheek is such a reflection to the joy of a Christian 
parent. How many hours of bitterness such re- 
flections occasion ! What an interruption to the 
bliss of a family does it occasion when there is a 
difference of taste on this most momentous of all 
subjects. How is a mother's heart grieved to see 
her daughters, after all the pains she has taken with 
them to form their religious character, more taken 
up with fashion, company, and gayety, than with 
eternal realities t And that good man, the father, 
how is he distressed to see his counsels unheeded, 
his prayers unanswered, and they whom he had 
hoped to lead to the altar of God, far more fond of 
the gay ceremonial of the world. On the other 
hand, how happy are those parents whose childi-en 
are one with them in this momentous concern. 
How sweet and sacred are the seasons of family 
worship, when, not by constraint, but willingly, the 
children assemble round the domestic altar, and 
join in the sacrifice of prayer and praise. No jara 
and discords now arise for the want of sympathy in 
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p p consideiation and right discharge of all the 
duties you owe Ui the 'various members of the little 
community of which it is composed. 

First of all, there are the Parents. That home 
can not be a happy one whire these aie neglected, 
and filial duty is wanting in the heirt and conduct 
of the childien God has selected the most ccm 
prehensive term that could be employed on thia 
subject "-Honor thy father and mothei" — this 
includes respect, lo\e, and obedience Ihaienot 
time nor is it necessaiy heie to state the claima 
which parents haie upon jour grititude, reverence, 
and regaid I can onlj lemind jou how much of 
the happ iiess of home depends upon % light under 
stindmg and dihchuge ot the duties jou owe to 
them When a father s heart is wounded by Jis- 
obedient conduct, or even disie^ipectflil laugiijoe 
when a mothei'a comloit is neglected, and her 
burdens are unshired, when it is appaicnt that 
children aie much moie intent upon their own 
gl-atifitation than that of then parents, whenser- 
vices ate rendered tardily, reluctantly, and with ill 
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nature ; when complaint is uttered on one part, only 
to be answered by impertinence on the other — ■ 
happiness must be a stranger in. such a home. Dis- 
obedience in young children, in whom reason and 
reflection are yet feeble, is bad enough, but far 
worse in those who are grown, or growing to years 
of maturity. On the other hand, if it be beautiful 
to see the tender assiduities and affectionate atten- 
tions of childhood, which are rather the efforts of 
instinct than of reason, it is a far more attractive 
scene to witness the reveient regard, the studious 
desire to please, the anxious effort to gratify, mani- 
fested toward her parents by a grown-up daughter. 
Here the intelligent mind is moved by the afiec- 
tionate heart, and the affectionate heart is, in return, 
guided and impelled by the intelligent mind. 

Have your parents been less educated than you, 
and at the same time have spared no expense to 
afford you advantages which they did not possess, 
how ungrateful would it be in you by any part of 
your conduct to display your superiority and make 
them conscious of their ignorance. 

Before a mother's infii-mities reach the point of 
actual incompetency, a good daughter will feel solic- 
itous to share with her the burden of domestic care, 
and to relieve her as ftr as possible from her load 
of maternal duty. This requires caution, lest by 
an officious obti-usion of help, it should be suspected 
she was desirous of thrusting the mother from her 
superintendence, and of stepping into her place. It 
can never fail to wound a mother's heart to be sup- 
18* 
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posed to be incompetent for her place as femule 
head of the family. Even when imbecility is creep- 
ing on, she should he made to feel it as little as 
possible, and the forms and show of authority be 
suffered to remain, when the power has passed 
away. Jealousy is one of the last passions that die 
in the human heart, and it should not lie awakened 
by any part of filial conduct in the mind of a parent. 
A wife, mother, and mistress, deposed by her own ' 
daughter, is a painful sight. She may have much 
weakness, but still enough of reflection remains to 
Tnake her feel her humiliation. Therefoi-e, young 
women, in diding a mothei', for which you ought to 
oe ever in readiness, do not attempt to wrest the 
Keys from her keeping, but only employ them 
'jnder her direction. For this be ever ready. It 
is to me one of the most lovely scenes on earth to 
see a young woman risen up to be the companion 
and helper of her mother, placing herself by het 
side, and foregoing many an invitation and opportu- 
nity of persona] enjoyment to relieve her solitude, 
to lighten her cares, or to minister to her comfort. 
Your object, then, should be to share a mother's 
labor, without superseding her authority ; and to 
assist her in a way so tender and so delicate as 
shall neither awaken her suspicion that you wish to 
supplant her, nor make her feel that she is incapable 
of doing without you. 

To these duties all should be attentive, but espe- 
tially those daughters who make a profession of 
religion. Many who hear and many who will read 
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this'sermon are happily in this state ; and to them 
would I most earnestly and alfeetionately say, " Let 
your light shine" at home, that its inmates " seeing 
your good works, may glorify God your Heavenly 
Father," Let it he most impressively and con- 
stantly felt hy jou, and let it be seen hy others 
that you feel that religion is no abstract thing of 
times, places, and occasions; but an element of 
general character, which is to enter into all relations, 
all duties, and all engagements. It must improve 
us in every thing, spreading like 'a gilded surface 
over our whole selves and all our cinduct, and 
shining like a beautiful polish on every other i xcel- 
lence. It must make you a better daughter m 
every respect, more respectful, moie kind, more 
devoted to your parents, and compel them to say, 
" Happy day when she became ^ Christnn, for 
from that hour she became a lovelier md raoie 
loving child !" 

It may be that in some cases your parents aie 
not truly converted to God. This places you in a 
difficult and delicate situation, and mil require the 
utmost solicitude, care, and prayer, that you may be 
prevented from doing or being any thing that would 
prejudice them against religion ; and that you may 
b abl d the contrary so to conduct yourself 
a t p p them in its favor. You must affect 

n p ty or even seem to say, "Stand by, I 

am h 1 th thou." This is improper to any 
m h m to a parent. You can pray for 
th d J can exhibit to them, by your ex. 
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ample invested with all the beauties of holiness, 
what religion 13 ; but direct efforts to bring them 
under its inSuence, though these should not be 
altogether withheld, should be conducted with the 
greatest tenderness, humility, modesty, and deli- 
cacy. There must be no lecturing, much less any 
reproach or accusation. A deep, tender, loving 
solicitude for their spiritual welfare must be seen 
vailed with modesty, but still seen, penetrating the 
transparent and graceful covering ; a solicitude, 
which only now and then presumes to speal ; but 
when it does, always in love. Such a line of con- 
duet may accomplish its purpose, and produce 
results like the following : 

"A female, who had been some years known 
and respected fur her quiet, consistent, unobtrusive 
Christian deportment, called on her minister, to in- 
troduce her aged mother, who leaned on her arm, 
and seemed to repose on her that tender depend- 
ence which is so soothing and delightful to an aged 
parent, and so heart-thrilling to a dutiful and grate- 
ful child. Both were overcome by their feelings, 
and it was some moments before either oould speak. 
The minister desired them to he seated, and cheer- 
fully said ; ' Well, Hannah, 1 suppose this is your 
good mother — I am very happy to see her.' ' Yes,' 
replied the mother, in bi'oken accents, ' her mother, 
and her daughter too. Five and twenty years ago 
I bore her in infancy ; and now, through her instru- 
mentality, I trust I am bom to God.' " 

Mr. Jay relates a similar anecdote. " ' Well,' 
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aaid a mother, one day, weeping (her daughter 
a candidate for Christian com- 
' 1 will resist no longei'. How can I 
hear to see my dear child love and read the Scrip- 
tures, while I never look into the Bible— to see her 
retire and seek God, while I never pray — to see her 
g g to he Lord's table, while his death is nothing 
t n ' Ah,' said she to the minister who 

all d t nform her of her daughter's desire, wip- 
h eyes, 'yes, sir, I know she is right, and I 
a n w on I have seen her firm under reproach, 
a d I t t under provocation, and cheerful in all 
h s ff ngs. Wlien, in her late illness, she was 
io k ^ 1 dissolution, heaven stood m her face. 
Oh, that I was as fit to die ! I ought to have taught 
her, but I am sure she has taught me. How can I 
hear to see her joining the chui'ch of God, and leav- 
ing me behind — ^perhaps forever^' From that 
hour she prayed in earnest that the God of her 
child would be her God, and was soon seen walking 
with her in the way everlasting." 

But there are, in most cases, other members of 
the household besides the parents — the BuoriiBRS 
and SISTERS — who also require attention and right 
conduct from " The Young Woman at Home." A 
loving, united, harmonious family, I repeat again, 
where, while the children are all devoted to the 
comfort of their parents and of one another; where 
each is studious to perfoi'm all kind offices, and to 
please the rest, and all seek the happiness of each, 
is one of the loveliest scenes to be found in our di- 
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vided and discordant world. Dr. Watts has taught 
us this from imr childhood : 



Much, very much, depends upon the daughtei's foi- 
this domestic harmony. They eati exert, if prudent, 
good-tempered, and obliging, a softening influence 
over the minda and manoei-s of their brothers, A 
sisterly affection, judiciously displayed, is one of the_ 
sweetest and most powerful ingredients in the cup 
of domestic enjoyment. True it is, that it will 
require occasionally some little self-denial, and 
sacrifice of personal gratification, predilection, and 
feeling, to conciliate the affection, and secure the 
good-will of brothers, who arc apt to begin too soon 
to feel that they are " the lords of the creation;" 
and thus to keep the peace of the family. But a 
girl of good sense and affectionate dispositioi 



go a great way ii 



5 direction. Woman is made 



) yield, though not to be trampled upon. Her 
gentle nature is formed for submission, rather than 
for resistance. A good and wise sister will feel 
this, and her very affection will, in most oases, he 
her pi-otection. Let her put foi'th the thousand 
little arte of ingenuousness, of which she is, or may 
be mistress, and throw the silken cords of love over 
her brothers' hearts, and she may do much to at- 
tach, and in some cases even to subject them to 
hci-, and make them fond of home. A husband is 
but too apt to run away from the home which is 
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tenanted bj an ill-natured wife; and brothers hava 
been often driven away to company, by cioas, sul- 
len, unaccommodating sisters. I am aware that it 
is but too frequently the case, that yoQug men are 
polite and attentive to every female but those they 
every day meet at home, and scarcely any one has 
to complain of a want of civility and complaisance 
but their sisters. At the same time it must be con- 
fessed, that some young women have themselves to 
blame for this, for it does require more virtue than 
IS ordvnanly found, to be i er> much attached and it- 
tentive to such an imperionotion ot pettiahness, ill 
humor, and vanity, as some mIIj giiK present at 
home How many parents' comfoit is disturbed, 
and their hearts half broken, by the jealousRo en 
vies, and contentions of then childien 

The elder daughter, especially if she be older 
than her brothers, jlso his a larger share of icspon 
sibility attaching to her than belong? to any other 
of the children, just because her influence is greater 
than any other She does almost as muth to foim 
the iharacter of the jounger branches as the moth 
ti, and when the latter is feeble and inefficient, 
perhaps more It if. a lovely sight to behold an 
intelligent and affectionate girl, yet not authon 
tatne or dictatorial, exeiting a plastic powei oier 
her jounger brothers and sisters, setting them a 
beautiful example of filial piety, and lending all her 
efforti to uphold parental aiithoritj over them, 
ooncilnting then confidence by hei judgment, and 
their affection by her kindness— throwing i softtning 
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and gentle influence over their ruder and harsher 
natures, and compelling the parents to say, " She 
is a second moiher to the family." Ye senior 
daughters, behold youv pattern ! 

The BEavAHTs must not be left out of consider- 
ation. Those add much, very much, to the comfort 
or disquiet of families ; and they are considerably 
influenced, not only by the conduct of the parents, 
hut by that of the children. Were I speaking to 
young men, 1 should remind thera i)f the distance, 
■without pride— the kindness, without familiarity— 
the purity in thought, word and deed, which is 
incumbent in all their conduct— which is necessary 
to be observed in timr conduct— toward fmmle 
servants. But I am speaking to young women, and 
therefore remind them that the three things to he 
practiced are kindness, consideratmess and confidence; 
and the three to he avoided are haughliness, oppres- 
sion, &-aA. familiarity. A young woman displays 
considerable littleness of minij, as well as forget- 
fuliiess of the laws of God, when she treats a 
servant with scorn and contempt, as being of an 
inferior nature. Pei'haps, at the same time, that 
servant may have not only a finer form and a 
stronger mind, but a holier heart and a diviner 
taste, than she who treats her with supercilious 
disestcem. In every thing the servant may be 
superior except in ranlt. Nor is this the only kind ■ 
of ill-treatment that servants are sometimes doomed 
to bear from their young mistress, and, alas ! some- 
times at the cognizance of their old mistress too. 
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Women of high rank and title are brought up with 
the notion, and the practice also, that they are to do 
nothing for themselves, and they are usually pro- 
vided with a waiting-maid to do every thing for 
them ; to whom her place would be a sinecure, if 
her mistress did any thing for herself. But for 
others in the middle life to he brought up in help- 
lessness, is a discredit to the mother, an injury to 
the daughter, and generally a cruelty to those who 
are called to minister to them. Such a system of 
aping the manners of the nobility, where there are 
scarcely means to command help for the ordinary 
duties of a tradesman's household, is indeed con- 
temptible. Mothers, I speak to you. Train your 
daughters, not to be fine and helpless ladies, but to 
be usefiil wives, mothers, and mistresses. Be your- 
selves patterns in these things, and propose the 
pattern for the Imitation of your daughters. See 
to it, that they learn to help themselves in all 
proper matters, and do not allow them to press too 
hard upon the energies of your servants. Much 
will depend upon you 'in this matter. And do you, 
my young female friends, enter warmly and wisely 
into this subject yourselves Do not affect the fine 
lady, or wish to be only a kind of dressed doll, to 
be carried about and plajed with by others. I do 
not ask you to do any thmg fe. demean yourselves 
helow your rank and station, or any thing that 
would degrade you in the eyes of the servants 
themselves; but still be ambitious to grow up m a 
state of independence, and in a preparedness to make 
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your way through life, even against difficulties and 
privations, should you be called to meet with them. 
Your own happiness, as well as the comfort of the 
servants, demands you should be as considerate and 
give as little trouble as possible. It was certainly 
a happy invention for mistinesses when bell-hanging 
was invented, but a great misery for some servants, 
in whose ears the jingle of the parlor or bed-room 
bell is ever going. " What," says many a thought- 
less young woman, " were servants given for but to 
wait upon usf And what were young limbs 
given you for but to wait upon yourselves? It 
woald do some young persons good, if for oue year, 
at least, they were without a servant at all, and had 
every thing to do for themselves. How much bet- 
ter, how much nobler than this inconsiderateness, 
is the kindness which not only avoids giving trouble 
but that, also, which leads a young woman, in addi- 
tion to attending to her general comfort, to teach a 
servant to read and write, and to take the oversight 
of her education in things important for her to know, 
especially the subject of pei-sonal religion. 

But there is another thing on which a few remarks 
should be made, and that is, the undue familiarity 
which young women sometimes contract with 
female servants. Kindness, to whatever extent it 
may and should be carried, and whatever offices it 
leads to, does not imply companionship : a good 
and wise servant will not wish it, and knows her 
place too well to make the attempt. It is only she 
whose mind is as artTul as that of her young mistress 
i ., 
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is weak, that will seek to gain ascendancy over her, 
and to become her confidante. " A young lady," 
says Mrs. Copley, " would very much degrade and 
injure herself by choosing to make a servant, how- 
ever respectable, her familiar associate, the vehicle 
of gossip or scandal, the partner in her jokes, the 
confidante of her affairs. Such intimacies are most 
prejudicial, disgraceful, and perilous. Many a young 
lady, who thought it no harm to listen to the flat- 
tering Wles of an artful servant, about her beauty 
and her conquests, has been led on to receive from 
her hands the seductive letter, to fall in with her 
contrivance for clandestine interviews, and at length 
to complete a marriage without the knowledge or 
approbation of her parents, and in its results ruinous 
to herself. Where things have not been carried 
00 to this disastrous extremity, much levity and^ 
imprudence have resulted from such unprofitable' 
and unsuitable intimacies, which have occasioned 
unpleasant reports and surmises at the time, and 
have formed matter of painful reflection in the mind 
of the individual, long after the connection has been 
dissolved, and the danger escaped." 

I now suggest some other matters, partially im- 
plied in what we have already advanced, but of 
sufficient importance to be brought out into Ml 
view. Among these must be mentioned amiability : 
in other words, that sweetness of temper which is ever 
seeking to please, and to avoid whatever would 
offend. TTiere is assaying, that " Temper is every 
thing." This is going too far, since there is no doubt 
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a good temper is sometimes associated with bad 
principle ; while on the other hand, there are manj- 
high-principled and noble-minded individuals, who 
are troubled, equally to their own annoyance and 
that of their friends, with infirmities of temper. 
Sou, though not every thing, good temper is • ureal 
thing. No doubt very much depends in this mat- 
ter upon our physical organization, for we see the 
same diiferenee in the brute creation that we ob- 
serve in the human species. But this, though an ex- 
planation, is not an apolog, : because reason and 
religion may do much, and in myrlsd, of mstances 
have done much, to correct and improve a duposi 
tion natnrdly bad. Begin life, then, young women, 
with a deep impression of the value of good temper 
both to jonr own happiness and to that of the per 
sons with whom you have to do, especnUly the 
lamil, circle. Study your o,„ temper Know 
well what it is you have to contend with m your 
own ease, and set yourselves most diligently to sub- 
due it. Be mistress of your temper. Bad temper 
IS a geneno phrase, of which there are several 
speclci^as, for instuic, there is a p,„i,i„ „ 
petulance about some persons which makes them 
susceptible of ofl-ense, not of either a very deep or 
passionate kind, but an irritability which disposes 
them to be hurt at little things, and to amjilain of 
the conduct of othen, rather than to have their re- 
sentment excited. Then there is the ,iol„i temper 
which IS excited by some supposed or real olfen., 
to sudden ebullitions of wrath, sometimes even to a 
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storm, or what ire call being in a passion. There 
is also the mllen disposition, which, on being con- 
tradicted, opposed, or reproved, sinks into a silent, 
moody, and inwardly resentful state of mind. Per- 
sons of this turn will sulk for hours, if not days ; 
retiring into themselves, they will brood over the 
matter which has occasioned thi^ unhappy state, tilt 
they have actually made themselves ill by their bad 
temper ; and yet, if expostulated with, will assert 
they are not ill -tempered, but only "hurt." This is 
the .disposition which, more than any thing else, is 
an interruption to domestic peace. I am no apol- 
ogist for stormy passions, or for those that indulge 
them, but those who are soon in a blaze, and 
as soon cooled down, and the fire extinguished, are 
not so inimical to the peace of a family, as they in 
whose heart the embers of ill-will are kept Jong 
smouldering under the aahes, and not suffered to 
go out. But besides these, there are other varieties 
of temper which are sadly inimical to domestic 
peace. There is the selfish disposition, which leads 
its possessor ever to be seeking to concentrate the 
regards of the family upon herself, especially if 
subject to indisposition. All must bend to her, 
and every hand be employed by her. Her will 
must be consulted in every thing, and her comfort 
be the study of all. She must engross the affection 
of the parents, the regard of the brothers and sla- 
ters, and the time, attention, and labor of the 
servants. This is sometimes fostered by injudicious 
parents, who excite the envy and jealousy of the 
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other branches of the family, hy this exaction from 
all fof the sake of the ooe. True, where there is 
much indisposition, the sufferer should he, and 
usually is, the center of sympathetic attention ; but 
where the ailments are slight, and especially where 
the patient is apt to exaggerate them, she should 
not be petted into an engi'ossing and exacting 
selfishness ; but should tg gently taught to have a 
little regard to the comfort of others. In addition 
to these, there is the jealous and envia^s disposition, 
which contei ds not onlj fur pre en nenc«, but for 
mo pol} nh cl a«co nts as a val cverj one 
who re e ves the least pec al i t ce and disliltes 
her n that account What petty passions of this 
kind ofte creep nto l^m 1 es and poison all the 
springs of don est c 1 ipp ae&s Cons der how much 
the te pe s of ts e 1 e h \e to do with the 
peace of a household — how n uch of sunshine one 
sweet and loielj d spos t o constantly in exercise, 
may thro v ove a 1 usehold ajd on the other 
hand how n ch of loud and gl ki n, and storna, 
one pass o ate sullen self sh or envious tempei 
may br ng o e the 1 ttle con un t at home. 

My young f ends lieg 1 fe w th a deep convic- 
tion — and you can not have t too deep — of the im- 
portance of this subject. A bad temper will tor- 
ment you through life. With this, you will carry 
/our own curse with you everywhere. It will 
multiply yoar enemies, and alienate your friends; 
it will bedoud your reason, and hinder your relig. 
ion ; it will embitter your comforts, and envenom 



Ho^twGooglc 



THE TOUBO WOMAN AT HOME. 323 

your trials; it will make you unhappy at home. 
and procure for you distress from home ; it will 
give you wretchedness at the time, and conscious 
guilt and painful reflections afterward ; it will de- 
prive your days of peace, and your nights of sleep; 
in short, a bad temper will be to the aoul what a 
chronic and painful disease is to the body — a con- 
stant source of uneasiness and distress — with this 
difference, that whereas the former is a visitation 
from God, the latter is our own doing ; and while 
one to the Christian brings its own consolation with it, 
the other brings nothing but punishment and shame. 
To make home happy, you must, of course, be 
conformed to its general rules. This, perhaps, it is 
leas necessary to insist upon in reference to you, 
than it is to your brothers, because you are less in 
danger than they of infringing upon domestic order. 
Every well-regulated fiimily has its laws and cus- 
toms, its times and seasons, its government and 
authority. These mmt be observed, if the little 
community be kept in. order and good condition. 
I will suppose it is a pious fa.mily, where God is 
worshiped, and the morning and evening sacrifice 
are duly offered upon the domestic altar. At the 
appointed hour, all oughi, t© be present. Nothing 
can be more unseemly than in see one member 
after another come dropping in whila the Scriptures 
are being read, as if the Bible were only the prayer- 
bell to call the family together for worship. T have 
often witnessed this, and have heard the objm^aticn 
of the father to his dilatory children, whose want 
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of punctuality had been occasioned only by a 
wretched, slothful habit of lying late in bed. It 
has really in some cases given rise to domestic 
quarr^s. Much the same remark wil! apply to 
other matters. The father of a family may see 
reason to object to the late hours of the piesent 
day, and may request that all his household shall 
be at home by a certain hour of the evening. It 
may be thought by his children he is too precise*— 
too antiquated in his notions — too inconsiderate of 
their gratification — but still it is his law; he' is 
master of his house, and they are his subjects, who 
are to obey. It is quite unseemly for the children 
to be ever maintaining a struggle against paternal 
ruJe and maternal counsel. On the contrary, it is 
the glory and the praise of a good and dutiful child 
to find what sacrifices of feeling and gratification 
she can submit to, rather than commit herself to a 
struggle with parental rule and domestic govern- 
ment. On the other hand, parents should lie very 
careful not to make their yoke oppressive, and their 
burden heavy. The laws of the family should not 
bo too stringent, nor the authority of the parent 
tyrannical, capricious, and unnecessarily precise. 
But they must be obeyed as long as they last, and 
the elder branches of the family, where there are 
younger ones, should excel in leading tbem, both by 
example and precept, to this habitual conformity to 
household law. 

If you would make home happy, you must, of 
course, be happy at home. No one can diff^use joj 
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who is not joyful. The passions are infectious, be. 
cause the heart is sympatbetio. Cheerful persona 
make others so, and so does the gloomy one, just 
as tie sun irradiates by his beams, or the clouds 
darken by their shadow, the whole landscape. A 
young person whose heart finds its resting-plaee in 
the domestic circle; whose sympathies are with 
household scenes ; whose chosen companions are 
her parents, and her brothers, and sisters; whose 
pleasures are the sweet interchanges of domestic 
offices and affections; whose loved employment it 
is to make her daily contribution to the comfort of 
the little oorammiity within doors ; and whose good- 
humored dispositi(,n radiates from smiling eyes, 
and flows from gently-curled lips— such an inmate 
is a blessing to the house in which she dwells. 
The soft music of her speech, aided by the genial 
influence of her accommodating and insinuating 
temper, sheds a benign influence on all the femily. 
But observe the opposite to all this— the girl that 
looks round upon her home as a prison rather than 
a paradise, and seems to think that to stay at home 
is a penance rather than a pleasure; from ail which 
she is anxious to escape, and is ever seeking oppor- 
tunities to efiect her purpose. Her gloomy aspect, 
her sullen disposition, her discontented air, her re- 
pulsive lacitumity, her peevish expressions, when 
she does break silence, her un sympathizing isola- 
tion — what a member of the family is this! She 
has there no associates, no objects of strong aflec- 
tion, nothing to engage and interest her heart ; but 
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is ever seeking ooeasions to slip away, upon anj 
pretense, or into finy engagement. She k ever on 
tlie watch for opportunities or esouses for absence ; 
ready for any errand; eager for every huainess 
that opens the door for her egress. She is not 
happy but in a continual round of parties, visits, 
or out-of-door novelties, of which this fertile age is 
so prolific. Any 'sotiety, rathei than that of the 
family, and any scenes rather than those of home, 
suit her taste. Can such a young person make 
home happy 1 Yes, if a specter can do it— for 
such, or little better, is she. Young people, 1 re- 
peat, be happy at home. Parents, put forth all 
your ingenuity to make them so, by investing home 
with its proper attractions. Mothers, this devolves 
much on you. Be you " keepers at hume," for a 
gossiping mother i" sure to make gossiping daugh- 
ters. I^t it be seen that yov are happy at home, 
in the midst of your families. Put on a cheerful 
countenance, that your children may love to bask 
in the sunshine of your smiles. Be the center of 
attraction to your families, and let the household 
delight to revolve in sweetest harmony around your 
maternal chair. 

Industrious kabils will contribute greatly to the 
happiness of home, especially on the part of a young 
female. Slothfulness is a viTetehed thing, not only 
as regards the subject of it, but as affecting others, 
A lazy person can not be a happy one. Indolence 
is a constant opposition to the law of our being, 
which is made for activity. That there is a species 
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cf indulgence onnected «ith it i= true but it is a 
verj mixed Itmd i gratificat on f r as t la ngaiiist 
nature there la sometimes a conscic usaess of this, 
which awakens the conscience and inflicts reinoi-se. 
To the remonstrances of conscience are added the 
repioaehes of othefs and as it tan not always he 
indulged, there are the repugnance, the lassitude, 
the vis inertim to be overcome, which makes the 
least exertion of indolence more wearisome than fiir 
greater efforts of activity. Slothfulness is a miser- 
able object to look at. The very sight of it inflicts 
pain upon an industrious person. What a misery 
is it to an industrious mother, to see the dull, 
heavy, immovable habits of a daughter, whom nei- 
ther entreaties, persuasives, nor rebukes can quick- 
en into activity, or excite to industry — who, if 
moved at all, must be moved like a stone up hill, 
by main force, and which, without the same eflfut 
to keep it going, is ever rolling back again Into its 
former place : a poor, lumpish creature, who is 
enough to wear out the patience of the most for- 
bearing and affectionate mother on earth. Such a 
habit must be destructive of domestic happiness. 
It may not come into the family with the noise, and 
destructive force, and fury of a hurricane, like t!ie 
profligacy of a prodigal son, hut it settles down 
upon its comfort like the silent power of a blight or 
a mildew. It is a constant vexation, which eats 
into Jhe very core of a mother's heart, when she 
finds that a daughter who is grown to an age when 
ihe ought to be a relief to maternal labor and solic 



Hosed tw Google 



itude, is a heavy inoveaae to both. This wretched 
habit may be overcome, and it must be, or you will 
be a poor, helpless, tiseless, unhappy creature 
through life. If indolent in your parents' house, 
what are you likely to be in your own. An idle 
daughter is likely to make an idle mother; and 
from my soul, I pity the mail who is tied for life to 
a lazy, indoleat woman. No persoaal charms, no 
mental acquirements, no brilliancy of conversation, 
can make up for the want of domestic industry : 
and, indeed, these things are rarely found in the ab- 
sence of industry, for indolence is usually too lazy 
io require knowledge ; the habits of soul and body 
being in sympathy with each other. 

It is essential to your making home happy that 
lihere should be much self-denial — a spirit of for- 
bearance — an occasional surrender, for tiie sake of 
peace, of supposed rights — a willingness to forego 
what you could righteously claim as your own. I 
am aware there are limits to this, especially in 
cases where concession pampera tyranny and in- 
vites oppression. There may be brothers, and even 
aisters, whose disposition is so enoroaohing that it 
should, by parental authority, be resisted on behalf 
of the weaker and more yielding members of the 
household. It is, however, far better ia some cases 
to concede rights, when the sacrifice is not too 
costly, and does not involve a violation of prin- 
ciple, than to contend for them. The contest, even 
whei'e it is successful, often costs more than it is 
worth-— the victory does not p.iy for the battle, 
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Be, therefore, content sometimes to lose a little for 
the sake of retaining a great deal more, I can not 
give you a piece of advice more conducive to your 
peace at home, or to your comfort through life, 
than to be ever ready gracefully and quietly to 
bear with the infirmities of disposition of those 
acound you, and to yield in little things what you 
deem belongs to you, rather than disturb the peace 
of the family by contending for them. 

Nearly allied to this is the importance of neve, 
seeking to engross an undue share of parenta. 
affection. Let there be no ambition to be a 
favorite, nor any arts to obtain this distinction. 
Some young people have made home miserable itw 
this way. They have been base and guilty enough 
to attempt to rise in the esteem and affection of 
their parents, by little arts of detraction in referenca 
to their brothers and sisters ; and some parents are 
weak enough to encourage the attempt. Partiality 
is then not only cherished but manifested. Envy 
and jealousy ensue. The peace of the family is 
destroyed. Abhor this conduct, and be content to 
share with other branches of the family your 
parents' justly-apportioned regards. 

Recollect that your power to contribute to the 
happiness of home does not depend on the perform- 
ance of rare and great sei-vices, which do but very 
seldom occur, but in attention to little things, 
which are ever transpiring. Our existence as to 
time is made up not only of years, but of moments ; 
our body as to bulk, not only of limbs, but of par 
20 
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tides ; our history as to events, not only of great 
eventSjbut of little occurrences: and our obligations, 
not only of splendid acta of duty, but of seemingly 
insignificant ones. Set out in life with a deep sense 
of the importance of little things, or, rather, with a 
conviction that where character, duty, and happiness 
are concerned, relating not only to ourselves but to 
others, nothing is little. This applies especially to 
your conduct in the family. In that little world, 
then, keep up a constant attention to what will 
constitute the felicity of the passing hour. True 
politeness has beer, defined to consist in "benevo- 
lence m trifles" It is a beautiful definition, and is 
■worthy of being remembered by all who would fill 
the iamily circle with bliss. By politeness here I 
do not mean 'the heartless and unmeaning ceremony 
of the world, such as is taught by Lord Chester- 
field's pages ; nor even the graceful polish of manners 
which characterizes the intercourse of well-bred 
people ; but a gentle, obliging demeanor and deli- 
cacy of behavior toward all around ; that mode 
of conducting ourselves toward others which is 
Opposed to aH that is coarse, vulgar, rude, and 
offensively familiar. The politeness that I mean is 
not affeetioa's root, but it is its flower, beauty, and 
fragrance ; or if not the plant itself, it is like the 
hedge round it, which preserves it from being 
trampled under foot. In the femily circle all the 
little acts that can give pleasure or pain, yea, all 
the words, tones, and looks, should ever be consid- 
ered and weighed. Woman has, perhaps, more tact 
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and discei'nment in reference to the minor affairs of 
life thaa man. Her mental eye is more discerning, 
her touch more delicate, her taste more I'efined on 
all matters of behavior. Let hei-, therefore, Iteep up 
this in reference to the conduct at home. Mrs. 
Copley, in dwelling upon this, ha.s the following 
reference to her own histoi-y ; " Might I be per- 
mitted to say, that after the lapse of twenty-six 
years, a sensation of pleasure thrills through my 
fingers, when I recollect tbe daily task of tying on 
my father's neckcloth, and combing back my moth- 
er's silvery locks." * * * " But we return to the 
more ordinary circumstances of young females, 
resident under the parental roof, after having finished 
the term of their education ; and observe, that their 
conduct should be marked by a soothing forbear- 
ance and tenderness toward the infli-mities of their 
parents. Deafness, lameness, dim-sightedoess, and 
other infirmities of age, circumscribe their pleasures, 
and, perhaps, a degree, of fretfuluess is soroetimea 
observed. But a dutiful child will be fertile in 
expedients to extend their pleasures, to alleviate 
their privations, and to bear with and soothe their 
infirmities. The prompt eye wilt discern their 
needs, and anticipate their wishes. The needle will 
be threaded before the eye aches with endeavoring, 
and before the sigh is excited by inability, to 
accomplish it ; or, by gentle and playful persuasion, 
the needle-work will be exchanged for knitting or 
netting. The leg-rest or the footstool will be pre- 
sented or exchanged before complaint of ui 
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is uttered. The large-printed Bible and the spec- 
tacles will be placed at hand ; the dim colamns of 
the newspaper will be read aloud; the inquiring 
sye will be answered by a repetition of the conver- 
sation, or of the eacred address, which, uttered by a 
stranger's voice, had passed over the dull ear ; and 
in the most exalted sense, the benevolent pleasure 
will be enjoyed of being eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, ears to the deaf, and causing the trembling 
heart to sing for joy."* 

I now return to the idea with which we started 
— th^t the right onduot of a daughter at home," 
IS to studj to m^ke home hippj There is, mj 
jnung friends a fascination in the \ery expression 
— A HAPPY etME And eo far as what maj be 
called the pcetij of home scenes is concerned, is 
there a lovelier flowti to be fiund in this garden 
of eaithly delights th s jriiidiae of sweets than a 
good daughter and affectionate sister, adorning her 
maiden charms with the v rtues that become her 
se\ her age and her relationships and ek-sating 
and sanctifying lil her other eicellencea by a saintly 
piety, which makes her lovely in the eyes of God 
by all the beauties of ho! iness? Her father's pride, 

* These eitcacts are from ananonjmous i 
by the Seligious Tract Society, entitled " Fomale E 
lenoe," which was written, as well as many othors, by that 
admira.!)le woman. If the produotjona of her pen had not 
the brilliancy of many other writers, they are all adapted 
to Hsefulneaa. By her decease the female part of the 
f ommunilj haye loat one of their ablest guides. 
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her mother's comfort, and her brother's companion, 
she is" the ministering angel of them all. How 
much of bliss does that one dear object of their 
common affection throw over them all ! Her ab- 
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■'Baiold, I am with thee, and -will keep thee in all 
places whitlier thou goest."— GmHEBie xxviii. 15. 

"In all thy ways actnowledge Him, and ha BLaU 
direct thy paths.-— Pro-vehbb lii. s 

"Thou. Shalt guide mo with tiy counsel, and aiter- 
■waid leoeiTe me to glory," — PHii,ii Isxiii 34 

Thb hour of separation from parental society, 
home enjoyments, and the scenes of early history, 
is in most cases, and ought to he in all, a season of 
pensive grief. No affectionate daughter can leave 
the house of her father, and go from beneath the 
covering wing of maternal love, without passing 
over " the hridge of sighs." Even the joys of the 
bridal morning, when she quits the arms of her 
hitherto nearest relations, to tirow herself into 
those of one now still nearer, do not prevent her 
from looking round with something of instinctive 
regret on the scenes she is leaving, now no longer 
hers; and amid the smiles of the happy bride, 
are seen falling the tears of the loving child, like 
dew-drops sparkling in sunbeams. It would augur 
ill for the husband, if his wife could part irom her 
parents, even for him, without a momentary pang. 
It is one of nature's loveliest sights to see in that 
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scene and season of delight, filial piety blending its 
luster with conjugal affection, and investing even 
nuptial charms with new and captivating beauty. 

But I now speak of a different kind and purpose 
of separation from. home. I contemplate the young 
woman, not led out by that right hand, the "c«n 
nintr" of which is to be employed for her support ; 
ni g n aw a ng upon that arm which is to 

be a h d r her for protection, but 

dep a d m linifuily on tie journey 

of m dangers, eares, and toils. 

It ad n a young man quitting his 

fa h nd a g home to earn his daily 

b d y h f h brow ; how much more 

to J g / ma hu go forth to seek her own 

sujp Wh bu a lamb venturing out into 

the wilderness where wolves abound ; or a young 
dove quitting its nest to fly abroad, amid eagles and 
vultures. How many in the progress of life, and 
amid its changes, some of which arc so melancholy, 
look back to the hour of separation and exclaim, 
" Oh, my mother, how sad and certain presages of 
what awaited me were those bitter tears I shed on 
that morning when I tore myself from thy em- 
brace ! My heart then sunk, and the sun of my 
life then set never to rise. Every step since then 
of my dark journey has been one of sorrow ; and 
every change, but of one calamity for another." 

In some lyises separation from home is rendered 
necessary by a change in domestic circumstances, 
and she who was brought up ever so tenderly amid 
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the luxuries, and with the prospects of opulence, is 
now compelled to C[uit scenes where she was a 
stranger to toil and care, to earn her owu support. 
It is a sight to be looked upon with admiration, to 
behold a young woman in these circumstances, in- 
stead of hanging upon parents no longer able to 
support her without additional privations for them- 
selves, nobly resolving to relievo them of this bur- 
den, and instead of sitting down in despairing grief 
and helpless sorrow, bracing her mind to meet the 
privations of her altered condition, descending 
gracefully to her lower level, and going forth with 
true magnanimity, inspired by religion, to tread 
life's stormy wave alone. No morbid sense of 
degradation ; no feeling of false shame, arising from 
humbled circumstances ; no haughty sense of hu- 
miliation connected with a situation of subordina- 
tion and dependence, benumbs her faculties, para- 
lyzes her energies, or renders the duties of her new 
situation irksome and oppressive ; but remembering 
it is the will of Providence, and thankful for her 
health, her abilities, and her opportunities to take 
care of herself, she goes to her situation without 
dread, despondency, or reluctance. 

Others meet with no such reverse, but are brought 
up amid eii'cum stances which have always kept 
before them the probability that they must go out 
into the world to earn their own support. In these 
cases, it comes not upon them by surprise, and if 
they are wise they will endeavor to prepare their 
hearts, and qualify their minds for this change of 
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residence. A judicious mother's energies and vigi- 
lance, will ever be employed not only in helping 
her daughters, hut in teaching them to help them- 
selves. Wherever there is a prohiihility of their 
leaving home, and even where there is not, her anx- 
iety, considering the yidssitudes of human life, 
should be directed to the point of qualifying them 
to be self-supporting. And it should be a point of 
ambition with every young wom^n, whose parents 
can, with difficulty, support their family, not to be 
burdens to them, but to take care of herself in 
some honorable and useful occupation. It is a very 
beautiful scene to witness a young female not only 
pp ^ 1 rs If but d g, by the produce 

f h d 1 ce d h sa of her frugality, 

t m t t th f t f ed, infirm, or im- 

p h d p M y fil 1 heroine has left 

h n d d dp t her few nor small, 

i th J. p All 1 d fort and labor are 

endured with patience, under the idea that by this 
means she is rendering the home of her beloved 
parents mere happy. Here, however, a caution is 
necessary against a too great eagerness to get away 
from home. A large family, where there is a strait- 
ened income, brings many cares, and some priva- 
tions, not only upon the mother, but upon the elder 
daughters. In such a case, for a young woman who 
can be of essential service to her mother, and whom 
her mother wishes to retain, to determine or even 
wish to go out into the world, and leave her mother 
to struggle and almost faint under the load, is a 
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deplorable want of filial piety. It is delightful to 
1 eir a di ghter say, " Auy where, or in any civcum- 
staQcesi broad or at home, in single or in wedded 
1 fe ray beloved and honoi'ed parents, I am ready, 
ani w 111 g and eiger to sene jou " 

Tl ere 8 another and melantholj occasion, which 
n t uufrequontly occura, for a J oung woman's leav- 
ing home, and that i% when home itseif is broken 
up by the death of both parents How frequently 
does this happen^ Ah, how often aie families in- 
vaded by the last enemy, and scattered hither and 
thither by his desolating ravages ! The grave 
covers both fether and mother. The dear, domes- 
tic hearth is forsaken. The family gatherings at 
prayer, at meals, at festive seasons, are over, and 
the house of your childhood and youth is deserted. 
Poor orphans, I pity you ; especially ye orphan 
ffirk, my heart bleeds for you. Your brothers can 
shift for themselves better than you can. But even 
you have no need to despond. Painful I know it 
is to have no parent no home, no settled place of 
abode. Often, in your forlorn situation, you must 
and do say, "Alas for me — I am alone in the world, 
David's expression suits my case, I am like a 
pelican in the wilderness ; or like a spari'ow, alone, 
upon the house-top. Other young people, though 
away from home, have a home to think and talk 
about ; and parents to write to, and occasionally to 
visit. I have none, J have not a house to dwelJ 
in, except that which I may soon be required tc 
leave ; nor have I any friends, except those which 
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my own good conduct may secure. My heart is 
often more desolate than my condition ; and though 
1 am in the midst of society, 1 feel as if I were 
alone in this great and tusy world." But I remind 
you there is the orphan's unfailing friend still left. 
God lives, and he is the father of the fatherless. Be 
it yours, and it may be yours, to say, "When my 
father and m,y mother jhrsake me, the Lord will take 
me lip." Should you be wise and happy enough to 
become truly pious, you will never be without a 
friend, and in the absence of an earthly father, will 
have an omnipotent one in heaven. You may then 
set forth in life, and go through it, adopting as your 
motto the reply of Abraham to Isaac, who, when 
the Iatt«r said, " Behold the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a buratofferingl" replied, 
" Godwin provide." Be that your motto, " &od 
will provide." Fear God, and you may without 
scruple, and with confidence, adopt this assurance. 

Permit me now to suggest some topics which 
apply alike to all these different cases, and which it 
is important you should dwell upon, either in pros- 
pect of leaving home, or when you have left it. ■ 

Consider it is in the order of Providence you 
should be thus situated. Your lot is fixed in 
heaven. It is God's will, and not chance. Is there 
nothing consolatory in that? Consider his wisdom, 
power, and goodness. He does all things well. 
He knows what is best for you. He may, in ways 
you can not imagine, be consulting your future and 
permanent good. You see not the end. When 
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this is revealed "u n aj V compellec! to exclaim, 
"He leadeth the 11 1 by a \aj h t they know 
not, and lea leth tl e u n patl a th t they have not 
known. He maketh da k ess 1 ghc before them, 
and crooked th gs st a gl t Su5 t the efore, 
without envy of othe s a d w thout u m iring 
against them Would j o t avetie h pur- 

pose 1 Say therefore It s the Lo d let 1 m do 
what seemeth good n h b ght I am he e he 
would have me be 

But remen her tl ere a e n t o Ij pr at om to 
he endured away fro hone but n ral Uingera 
also to he encou ter d If hese a e not so pressing 
in your case as m that of your brothers, there are 
some perils even in yours. Happily for you, the 
guards of female decorum, propriety, and reputa- 
tion, are stronger and more strict than those of the 
other ses. But they have proved too weak for 
absolute security in ijiousands of instances. Multi- 
tudes who have stood well at home, have unhappily 
fallen, when removed from it. Eve was tempted 
when alone, and away from the protection of her 
husband. Alas ! how many have gone away to sin, 
and have returned to hide their shame ! A mother's 
watchful eye is no longer upon you, a father's arm 
is no longer stretched over you, and the shelter of 
home no longer protects you. Others know this 
as well as you, and may take advantage of it. 
And even if there were no danger of vice, is there 
none of imprudence, foiiy, levity 1 None, of bad 
cc-nections, improper acquainfance, ill-contracted 
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mamages? None, of Sabbath-breaking, of unique 
love of pleasure, of vanity t. Are not the prevail- 
ing faults and defects of some women their vanity, 
their love of dress, their disposition to court atten- 
tion and admiration, their fickleness, their incon- 
sidcrateness, their love of novelty, their want of 
judgment, their curiosity 1 And are not all these 
Jikely to increase rather than diminish, when they 
are away from the checks which home supplies? 
Are not these weeds likely to grow fester, and to 
attain greater strength, when there is no mother's 
eye to see them, no mother's hand to pluck them 
up 1 All this danger is greatly heightened w*ere 
there are personal or mental accomplishments, A 
beautiful young woman, withdrawn from the foster- 
ing care and ceaseless vigilance of a judicious 
mother, and exposed abroad to the rude and licen- 
tiods gaze of the world, is ever an object of alarm 
to others, and it were well if she were so to herself. 
It is, perhaps, a rare case for such a female to be 
ignorant of her charms ; it is rarer still for her to 
be more afrmd than vain of them, and to be more 
ansioas that they should not lead her into danger, 
than that they should secure for her admiration. 

The great source of consolation and protection 
to a young woman from home is — irue religion. It 
is very possible and very easy to any one, especi- 
ally to any one who has known the comforts of 
home, to conceive of the privations and the dis- 
comfort of some young persons, whether sustaining 
the character of a governess, a shop-woman, or a 
21 
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servant. The cold, proud, and, perhaps, in some 
cases, cruel treatment of their employers, as con- 
trasted with the affectionate conduct of their parents; 
the annoying and unfeeling peculiarities of their 
companioBs in the_hou8e, contrasted with tHe sym- 
pathizing and loving behavior of their brothers and 
sisters ; the disr^ard of their comfort in what con- 
cerns their food, lodging, and general personal con- 
venience, as contrasted with all the accommodations 
and enjoyments of their father's house ; and the 
general inattention and neglect of the strangers 
among whom they dwell, as contrasted with the 
recognition and kind notice of a wide circle of 
friends in their own native place — this, all this, ia 
bitter indeed. Some hard and unfeeling natures, 
or gay and frivolous ones, would be insensible to 
these things, but O that poor girl of softer mould, 
whose heart was made for home scenes, and whose 
bliss was derived from homo enjoyments — why, 
under all this, her heart is sometimes ready to 
burst. What thoughts disturb her peace, like 
visions of bliss lighting on her gloomy and sorrow- 
ful path, and then instantly vanishing, only to leave 
the path still more gloomy, and the darkness still 
more oppressive ! What letters, wet with her 
tears, she writes to her own sweet home, and to her 
sympathizing parents ! 

What is to comfort her? Only the balmy influ- 
ence of religion, the consciousness that she ia in the 
way of duty, and the testimony of her c 
that she is discharging her obligations with s 
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pulous fidelity. This can, and wOl. She whose 
heart is truly renewed by Divine grace, who has 
genuine faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, who walks 
with God as her divine, unchangeable, omnipotent 
Eiiend, dad communes with him as her Heavenly 
Fathei, whose affections are set on tbings above, 
and nho considers life as a probation for eternity — 
she will find, ia snch a state of (pind, a source of 
consolation, a means of endurance, an element of 
happiness, which will counterbalance all discomfort, 
disi^uietude, and distress. With true dignity she 
will bow to the will of God, and consider her situ- 
ation as his appointment. She will find satisfaction 
in submission. Her religion will impart something 
of cheerfiilness, and much of patience; it will con- 
trol her temper, and throw an air of loveliness over 
her character, that will give her an interest in the 
heart of her employer. In your Bible and other 
good books, my young friends, you will ever find 
companions, m joui ckset of devotion, and in 
communion with God, a sweet retreat from the 
coidneas and unkmdnesses of j our fellow-creatures ; 
and iu meditation upon joui everlasting rest above, 
a blessed substitute tor the comforts of the home 
you have left on exrth Faith in God, in Christ, in 
Providence, in Heaven, can comfort, has comforted, 
will comfort, in the dreariest situations of life, and 
in the bitterest agonies of death. I ana anxious 
you should set out in life with this lofty idea of 
true piety, that it can sweeten the bitterest cup of 
human woe, can soften the hardest lot, and caa 
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be a substitute for all other pleasures. It miiat be 
so ; for it made Adam happy in Paradise, and 
maltes saints and angels happy in heaven. It has 
lighted, as with a lamp kindled in heaven, the con- 
fessor's dungeon, has sustained the Christian fugi- 
tive in his exile, and has made even the agonies of 
the stake to be tolerable to the martyr. 

Adopt religic^ then, young women, as your 
companion, for it will not only comfort you, but 
also protect you. Yes, it will be a shield for your 
defense, as well as a cup of consolation amid your 
sorrows. Expect temptations, for you will certainly 
have them in one way or other. You can not even 
imagine in what shape or from what quarter they 
will come. It may be in a form so fascinating, so 
plausible, so unsuspected, so insidious, os to contain 
all the " deeeivableness of unrighteousness." Do 
not imagine that Satan respects female virtue too 
much to assail it. Did he thus respect the holiness 
of Eve in the garden of Eden 1 Does he reverence 
any character or any virtue — did he not tempt our 
Lord? The more spotless the character, and the 
more eminent the excellence, the more intense is 
his hatred, the more malignant his envy, and the 
more eager hia desire to despoil it. Has he not 
tempted to their ruin multitudes as pure as you 
are? Against such a foe, whom all but infinite 
cunning makes skillful, and boundless success makes 
bold, consider yourselves safe only under the pro- 
tection of Omnipotence ; and that protection can 
be obtained only by faith and prayer. Of those 
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millions of instani^es of female frailty which the 
history of your sex has presented, not one would 
have occurred if they had trusted their virtue to 
the keeping of true godliness. It is religion that 
will repel the fiercest assault with the holy and in- 
dignant remonstrance, "Maw shall I do Ikis great 
■wickedness, and sin, against God !" 

It is not only, however, from such dangers as 
these — dangers affecting moral character in its most 
important features — that religion will protect you, 
but from the lesser ones also, which, if they do not 
lead to vice, are still injurious. Religion will 
moderate your love of pleasure by furnishing pleas- 
ures of its own. It will cheek your vanity and 
folly, by producing a devout seriousness and so- 
briety of mind, without at all destroying your 
natural and innocent vivacity. ItwiU remove your 
inconaiderateness, and make you thoughtful and 
reflective, without stiffening you into formality, or 
investing you with gioom. It will induce habits of 
forethought and frugality, and thus guard you from 
present imprudence and recklessness, and future 
improvidence and extravagance. Do not, then, 
venture out into the world unprotected by this spirit 
as your guardian angel. 

There are one or two other cautions which it may 
be of importance you should receive and remember. 
You should never allow yourselves for a moment 
to imagine there is any thing dishonorable or de- 
grading in your being compelled to leave home and 
to support yourself, either as governess, shopwoman, 
21* 
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or servant. Those who have been in better eir- 
cumstanees are, of course, most apt to fee! this. And 
no doubt it is a descent — a lower status, according 
to the conventionalities of human life ; but it is no 
dishonor. It is from misconduct, and not from 
misfortune ; from loss of character, and not from 
loss of rank, that disgrace arises. Nobility of soul 
is often associated with plebeian descent ; while 
valgarity of character ia sometimes covered with 
the coronet or the crown, A virtuous, holy, and 
intelligent young female in the heraldry of heaven 
has a patent of nobility, and is one of God's peer- 
esses in her own. right. Industry is fer more honor- 
able than wealthy indolence; and she who willingly, 
honestly, cheerfully earns her own support, when 
Providence has deprived her of her patrimony, is 
for more to be admired than she would have been, 
had she been still roUed through life in her father's 
equipage, and obsequiously waited upon by servants 

Akin to this is another state of mind against 
which you should most sedulously guard, and that 
is, a conviction, or any thing approaching to it, that 
you must be miserable away from home. It is coa- 
ceded that you can not be as happy away from 
home, as you would be al home. It is not right 
you should be. There can be no perfect substitute 
for a united and happy family circle. But, then, 
when called by Providence to surrender it, give it 
up with submission and fortitude, and yield to the 
privation with true magnanimity. Let it be said 
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of you on leaving, as was said by Milton of Eve, on 
her departing from Paradise — 
" Some natural teara she dropped, but wiped Uiem booh." 

Weep you may, you ought, at giving up the dear 
delights you have enjoyed from childhood in your 
father's house ; and can not but sometimes feel 
pensive at recollecting the friends from whom you 
have been separated. Bat to allow your love of 
home to make your absence from it an intolerable 
wretchedness — to render you moody and melan- 
choly, discontented and ill-tempered — to unfit you 
for business, and make you unpleasant to your em- 
ployer and companions, this is proof of a weak 
mind, a feeble heart, and a sickly character. Rise 
above it, my young friends. . If Providence calls 
you away, bear it with composure. Go out expect- 
ing to meet with privations, and make up your mind 
to endure them with fortitude. Make the best of 
your situation. Doom not yourself to misery on 
this account. You may be happy any where, by 
religion, good temper, submission to your lot, and 
usefulness. If you determine to find out the pleas- 
ure your present situation affords, instead of ever 
looking back upon that which you have left — if yon 
resolve by God's grace, to please and be pleased — 
if you give up your mind to piety, industry, and 
usefiilness — you will find that felicity is a flower 
that blooms, a fruit that grows, away from home as 
well as at home. A cheerful spirit, like a lamp 
lighting any darkness into which it may be carried, 
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lessens the discomfort of any situation, recommends 
you to your employer, and promotes your interest 
as well as your happiness. 

Perhaps it may not be amiss to say a few things 
on the choice of a situation, which, indeed, apper- 
tain to your parents, where they are living, as well 
as to yourselves. Let the subject be made the mat- 
ter of earnest and believing prayer to God. "In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy 
paths," " Commit tliy way to him, and he shall 
bring it to pass," These are precious declarations, 
and they are sustained by promises no less pre- 
cious. "The meek will he guide in judgment, and 
the meek will he teach his way" — Psalm xxv. 9. 
" I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go : I will guide thee with mine 
eye" — Psalm xxxii. 8. With such exhortations 
and assurances, what should be your resolution? 
"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel." There 
is Providence in every thing. Even your mean 
afiairs are under Divine direction. Yow times 
are in his hand. Do not doubt it. Hold &st the 
truth, that God hears your prayer, casts your lot, 
and fixes the bounds of your habitation. Pray, 
pray earnestly, believingly, and expectingly. All 
situations and all hearts are at his disposal. 

In selecting, accepting, and retaining a situation, 
lotisult its religious advantages. 

In these is included an ansious desire to obtMU 
such means of pulpit religious instruction as are 
likely to build up a young disciple on her holy 
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laith, and to quicken into activity the principles of 
godliness planted in the aoul by the Spirit of God. 
It is not ordinarily desirable, where a selection can 
be made, to choose a situation where even the 
minor matt«rs of sacrament and churcli government 
differ from those to which she has been accustomed. 
It exposes her, if not to a change of sentiment, yet 
to an antagonism and a perplexity, which are un- 
favorable to the quiet en|oyment of her own per- 
sonal religion, and may do her some injury by 
producing a spirit of controversy "Where the dif- 
ferences of opinion are of a more serious kind, 
affecting even the fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel, no pious young person should expose herself to 
a hazard of this kind 

I will now address a few special counsels and 
cautions to two or three classes of those who are in 
the situation contemplated by this discourse. 

There are many occupied in the very important 
and responsible duties of a resident and permanent 
governess. This is a situation of both delicacy 
difficulty, and momentous consequence, and re- 
quires much wisdom, prudence, and conscientious- 
ness. There are many parties concerned, all of 
whose interest and comfort should and must be 
consulted. You who are in this situation owe 
something to yov/rself. There is a respect due to 
you from those who have engaged you, which tiey 
■will be most likely to pay when they see you 
respecting yourself. If they so far confide in you 
as to intrust you with the education of their chil 
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drcn, they ought to treat you in that manner which 
will teach them also to confide in jou and esteem 
you. But this will depend much upon your own 
conduct and hearing. Let them be duly aware that 
you expect all that belongs to you in the way of 
kind and respectful conduct, but that you expect no 
more. Any apprehension on their part that your 
demands of this nature are too high, or are prefer- 
red in an obtrusive and exacting spirit, will be sure 
to set them on their guard against an encroaching 
disposition, and dispose them to yield you less than 
you) due A kind, attentive, respectful, and digni- 
fied beanng toward them, as far from servility on 
the one hand as it is from familiarity on the other, 
as well as a right behavior toward their children, 
will, IE mo&t caaca, accomplish all you wish. If 
you have come to your pr^ent situation by a de- 
scent from a fomjer one far above it, Jet there be 
no such sense of degradation and mortified pride ; 
no such hauteur or lolbiness, as shall make you 
gloomy, dissatisfied, unhappy, and repulsive. Even 
should it appear that you have exchanged places 
■with your employers, that they once were in the 
situation of dependence you now occupy, give no 
evidence that you are aware of it, and take no 
notice of little ebullitions of vulgarity, or even the 
purse-proud insolence not uncommon to those who 
have risen in life. If sometimes you can not be in- 
sensible to this, and you feel your spirit rising 
within you, and your cheek growing flushed and 
warm, so as to show yonr mortification, call in youi 
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religion to your aid, comfort yourself in God, and 
exemplify the Christian in a. spirit of meek forbear 
anee. In such circumstanees, many a tearful look 
will be thrown ba«k by memory on that home 
from which by misfortune you have been driven out, 
or, rather, by Providence, and you will need to retire 
to calm your perturbation and repress your indigna- 
tion. In suchcasesgo, and by prayer invite the hand 
of your Heavenly Father to wipe your weeping eyes, 
and compose your ruffled peace and agitated heart. 
Then there are the children intrusted to your 
care for their education. Enter upon such a task 
with a deep and solemn sense of responsibility to 
them, to their parents, and to their God. Abhor 
the meanness, the injustice, and the cruelty of 
merely teaching them for hire, and of being satis- 
fied with any manner of discharging your duty, so 
as you get your board, your salary, and your re- 
spectful treatment. The future character and com- 
fort, for both worlds, of those girls, depend much 
upon you. They have been placed in your hands, 
and now look up to you as their instructress and 
oracle. As you would give in your account at last 
to God with joy, and not with grief, do your very 
uttermost, tax your energies, to do them and their 
parents justice, in instructing their minds, forming 
their character, and fitting them for the station they 
are to occupy in life. Prepare yourself for your 
task by constant reading and study. Do not be 
satisfied with your present qualifications. The edu- 
cation of a rational and immortal creature, for thia 



Ho^dtwGooglc 



world and the next, is a great work. Improve 
your own mind, to be better fitted to impi-ove 
theirs. Win their confidence by your abUity, 
their affection by your kindness, their reverence 
by your dignity, and their application by your 
diligence. Let your aim be, not only to commu- 
nicate knowledge, but wisdom ; not only to store 
the memory, but to strengthen the judgment, to 
nerve the will, and to make the conscience tender; 
not only to teach them to think correctly, but to 
act with propriety, discretion, and promptness, in 
any situation in which they may be placed. 

As regards religion, this, of course, must depend 
much upon the views of the parents. If these are 
similar to your own, and you have unrestricted lib- 
erty on this point, labor to the uttermost to fornx 
the religious character of your youthful charge. 
Ever consider the education of an immortal being 
incomplete without instruction in that which alone 
can fit her for immortality. But never act the part, 
of a covert zealot, by inculcating principles opposed 
to those of the parent. I should say to a religious 
young woman, go into no situation where your are 
not allowed to teach what you consider to be the 
truth as it is ia Jesus. Do not conceal your senti- 
ments, and then teach them secretly and stealthily. 
You would abhor such conduct in a Roman Catho- 
lic — do not be guilty of it yourself. Of course you 
could not conscientiously teach what you believe to 
be error, and should not ; therefore do not go where 
you would be required to do so. 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



5 YOUNCl WOMAN - 



[ HCiuE. 253 



Then come the parents to be considered by jou. 
Of course you will do every thing you can to up- 
hold their authority, even as they ought to do their 
uttermost to uphold yours. Tou should also most 
assiduously labor to secure the affections of their 
children for them, rather than for yourself It 
■would be treachery of the basest kind to steal away 
the hearts of their children to yourself. Your airn 
should be to secure the love of the children to you, 
for their parents' sake, as well as yonr own ; and 
then love to their parents, for your sake, as well as 
for those to whom it primarily belongs. 

There is another thing to be observed, and one 
which I shall touch upon with the delicacy it 
demands ; and that is the fact, that a wife has some- 
times been made uncomfortable by the residence 
of a governess. Jealousy, it is true, is sometimes 
. more predominant in this case than it need be, and 
is suspicious without reason. But are there no 
eases in which uneasiness is not entirely the result 
of an over-sensitive and morbid imagination 1 Re- 
spect your own character and dignity, a wife's 
peace, and a husband's honor, too much, even to 
covet, to seek, or to accept attentions, even though 
playful and innocent ones, which may excite uneas- 
iness in that one bosom, the tranquillity of which 
is so easily disturbed. Conduct yourself so as 
not only to be without blame, but also without 
suspicion. 

Apart from this, do nothing by becoming the 
depoaitoiy of secrets, hearing tales, or uttering 
22 
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insinuations, to loosen the bonds, or violate the 
affection of husband and wife, or to disturb the 
peace of the family. If, unhappily, a schism should 
exist, keep yourself as much as possible out of the 
way, or let your wisest and kindest offices b«i 
exerted to heal the breach. Win for youraelf the 
blessing which will come upon the peace-maker, 
and cause the lamily to bless the hour which made 
you a member of the household. Recollect, you 
are bound in honor never to make the transactions 
or condition, of the family matter of conversation 
with others. Without being actually sworn, or even 
pledged, to secrecy, you are solemnly bound to 
observe it; and are a traitress to the family which 
has received you as an inmate, if you make their 
affairs known to others. Never intermeddle with 
the servants, and especially avoid all unnecessary 
familiarity with them. Keep to your own sphere, 
and diligently discharge your own duties. You 
will find sufficient scope here for all your time, your 
energies, and your anxiety. 

For such a course of conduct, seek by prayer the 
grace and wisdom which come from oa high, and 
under all the trials of your situation — the wayward- 
ness of the children, or the ingratitude, the pride, and 
the petulance of their parents — seek the comfort 
which Cometh from the Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all consolation. 

Gfovern4Mes in a school are a class of young 
females, who, though acting under the direction and 
supervision of another, and, therefore, being less 
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responsible than those who reside in a family, have 
very important duties to discharge, and for which 
high qualifications, both intellectual and moral, are 
essential. 

I now consider the cose of those yon/ng persons 
vi/io are employed in our retail shops. These form 
a very large class. Their situation is often one of far 
greater discomfort and moral danger than that of the 
class just mentioned. In addition to the oppressive 
and exhausting labor which modern competition 
imposes upon them, in common with all who are 
engaged in trade, they have to hear, in some eases, 
the uokicdness of their employers, who are not 
unfreqiiently deplorably wanting in regard to the 
comfort of those whom they have received into 
their service, both as to food, lodging, and general 
treatment. A surly master and his unfeeling wife, 
intent only upon what they can get out of the flesh, 
and hone, and muscle, of their servants, and caring 
little for their welfare ; never satisfied with even the 
most exemplary diligence and competent ability, 
and therefore ever urging to greater labor, aud ever 
uttering the language of complaint ; always sus- 
picious, even where there is no ground for it, of the 
honesty of their seryanta — such are the trials which 
some of these hapless young people have to bear. 
In such a case, you to whom it appertains, need 
comfort. The recollections of home, where all was 
kindness, comfort, and confidence, embitter, by the 
power of contrast, the ills you have to endure. 
Bear all with as much patienc* as you can obtain. 
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Seek consolation in ti'ue piety. Carry your sorrows 
to God by prayer. Wlien the bitter contrast be- 
twecn your situation al home andjrom home foroea 
itself upon your thoughts, and sends the tear to 
your eye and the thorn to your heart, go to Him 
whose gracious presence ia ever with you, and His 
infinite love ever ready for you. 

But it is not thus with all shop-keepers. I am 
not describing the class, but only some of its mem- 
bers — the exceptions rather than the rule. I know 
of heads ot retdii establishmeuta, employ mg -* laige 
number of joung people, who cheii&h tor them 
something of the feelragi, of parents, and who 
regaid tliem almost m the light of children Nor 
IS It their tempoial comiort exclusively, but also 
their spiritual welfare, which ii the objeot of their 
solicitude And this ii obviously their incumbent 
dutj Exceptions to this, how eier, do exist, and 
it 18 therefore well to ha\e them thus arraigned and 
exposed as beatons to vi ira others 

Whether j our employers be gf nerouf and kind, 
or neglectful and oppres'iive do your liuty , and 
seek to possess all those qualifications which shall 
commend jou to their esteem Diligence is incli&- 
peniable It is the fiist excellence of one m jour 
situation Be anxious to please, and as earnest to 
seive your cmplojer, as if the busmess were jour 
own No one will or cm employ an indolent ler 
vant. Be ao early riser. Comply with all the rules 
of the shop. Aim at excellence. Seek to be clever. 
Cultivate an attractive, winning, and ever polite 
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address. Be in the best sense of the term a clever 
shop-woman. Especially let your honesty be above 
suspicion. Deem it no insult or reproach that I 
caution you on this subject; you are exposed to 
temptation. Money in small sums is continually 
passing through your hands; your salary may be 
low, and under the deceitfulness of the heart you 
may be so convinced of the injustice of your small 
stipend, a* to imagine it to he almost lawful to pay 
youreelf, and thus supplement what is wanting. 
Resist every temptati n of this k q 1 Eather star\ e 
and d e thin appropr ate an aiticle of clothing or 
f decoration or a forth i g ol properti ot jouc 
empioj ei to J our own use As a guard upon j our 
integrity and a check t temptat on avoid expense 
in dress and ornament Canity is an insataVle 
pasai n and it is this more than any thing else 
which has led to dishonestj A taste for finery 
«as fostered anil indulged ihe salary ■was t o small 
to J leld the means of its gratification <md it m 
] elled ita victim to acts of p Ifenng to supply the 
deficiency 

In some establishments, though it is not now 
common, yonng persons of both sexes are employed. 
Where this is the case it brings new perils, and re- 
quires additional caution. Your honor, your re- 
speotabiiity, your safety, require that you should 
be most anxiously upon your guard. How earnestly 
as well as sincerely should you present those beau- 
tiful petitions of our Lord's prayer, " Lead me not 
into temptation, but deliver mo from evil." Avoid 
22* 
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all undue familiarity, all flippant and trifling con' 
duet, all uiirestiained jocularity, with the young 
men who may be employed in the same establish- 
ment. Maintain a proper self-respect, a becoming 
reserve, and a dignified bearing, which shall be a 
fence around your character, and prevent even the 
most distant approach of any thing that would 
insult your purity or offend the most festidious 
modesty. 

You hive need to be upon youc guard against 
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ni> affected superiority ; nothing like " Stand by, 1 
ani holier than thou ;" but ali the consistency, the 
gentleness, the sweetness of unaffected goodness, 
of true piety and good conduct, and then you may 
he a blessing indeed to those around you. Be 
especially careful in the selection from the rest of 
your companions of one particular friend. Be not 
led away by specious appearances, nor induced to 
commit yourself by professions of friendship on the 
part of another, or by the first feelings of partiality 
on your own ; but talte time to ascertain the cor- 
rectness of her principles, the consistency of her 
conduct, and the respectability of her family ; other- 
wise you may be led into snares and dangers which 
you very little anticipate. 

For your conduct toward those who employ you, 
if it be a master, I refer you haek to what is said 
to the governess. Instances have occurred to my 
knowledge to prove that cautions on this head are 
not altogether unnecessary. An evil eye has some- 
times lighted on an unsuspecting female, and men, 
bound by every tie of honor and by their solemn 
vow to a wife, have been base enough to assail, and 
in some instances to destroy, the purity, the honor, 
the peace, if not the life, of those whom they were 
bound in duty to protect. Spurn, then, with disdain 
and indignation any such attempts — receive no 
special attention from, and quit the service of, the 
wretch whom you suspect of a design against that 
which ought to be dearer to you, a thousand tireiea 
over, than even lifo itself. 
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Female servants are a most imjK>rtaiit and a very 
numerous class of young women away from home, 
and oflen a very destitute and much exposed one. 
Their case, however, is so ueedful of enlarged coun- 
sel and caution, that I shall refer them to a Tract 
I have written and published specially for their 
benefit.* 

I shall now conclude by some few general re- 
marks, which will apply to all classes alike of those 
who are away from home. 

Again and again I say, commit yourselves by 
true faith in Christ into the hands of God for pro- 
tection and consolation. How many beautiful pas- 
sages and examples of Holy Scripture, in addition 
to those already quoted, could he adduced, which 
apply with peculiar force to your case. Look at 
poor Hagar, much to be pitied as well as much to 
be blamed, alone in the wilderness, " when the 
angel of the Lord found her by the fountain of 
water, and she called the name of the Lord that 
spake unto her. Thou God seest me." If, notwith- 
standing some misconduct and some self-reproach 
when God found her there, she comforted herself in 
that desolate place with the consideration that she 
was compassed about with the presence of the 
Lord ; with how much greater confidence and peace 
may you cheer your heart with the thought of au 
ever-present God, you who have not been driven 
out as she was by misconduct fiom her home, but 
have been led out by Providence from yours. Yes, 
* " Advice to Female Servants." 
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God is in every place — he is with yoi*— "he com 
passeth jour path, he knoweth yoiir down-sitting 
and up.rising, and is acquainted with all your 
ways." You have left your earthly father, but 
your heavenly one is with you. You are far from 
your earthly home, but if you are a Christian, you 
are as near as ever to your heavenly one. The 
eyes that lately heamed affection upon you, see you 
not now, and you see not them ; but lifting your 
voice to God, you can say, " Thou God seest me!" 
His eye is upon, you — his heart yearns over you — 
his arms are underneath you. Then, what prom- 
ises are on record for you. Do you fear the 
want of adequate provision ? — " Trust in the Lord, 
and do good ! so shalt thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou shalt be fed"— Psalm xxxvii. 3. Do 
you want protection? — ^"He that dwelleth.in the 
secret place of the Most HigSi, shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. He shall cover thee 
with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 
trust ; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler" 
— Paalm xci. 1, 4. Do you need direction? — 
" Thine ears shall hear a voice behind thee, saying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it" — Isaiah xxx. 21. 
Do you dread the forlorn circumstances that await 
you away from home? — "None that trust in him 
shall be desolate"— Psalm sxxiv. 22. Are you 
trembling with appi'ehension at the absence of all 
that were dear to you, and the unknown difficulties 
of your new situation on earth ?— " Tear thou not, 
for Jam with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
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God : 1 will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of 
ray righteousness" — Isaiah xli. 10. " Mj presence 
shall go with you and give you rest." Do you 
even dread the idea of being forgotten by the 
friends you are leaving 1 — " Can a woman forget 
her sacking child, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of lier womb t yea, she may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee" — Isaiah xlix. 15. 
" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" — He- 
brews xiii, 5. Can any thing he uioie consolatory 
than such assurances I Need you be afraid to leave 
home and go out into the world with such prom- 
ises? What! when omnipotence, omnipresence, 
omniscience, all-sufficiency, and boundless love, go 
with you 1 Why, with such assurances you may 
quit not only your father's home to dwell in some 
other part -of this land of railways, and easy and 
speedy methods of return, but may embark on 
hoard aa emigrant ship, quit your native country to 
dwell at the antipodes, and exultingly exclaim, "If 
I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand 
lead me, and Thy right band sh 11 h Id n But, 

then, to apply the tru 1 and f 1 th mf t f these 
precious assurances, } u mu t h I at g luine 

iaith which alone gi sy atltothm Per- 
sonal religion will in all p obab 1 y p u e you 
earthly friends wherever you ^o, for it is the soil in 
which all those virtues grow that conciliate afieo- 
tion, insure respect, and invite confidence, God 
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will go before you to prepare the way for you, for 
when a man's ways please the Lord, he malcefh 
"even his enemies to be at peace with him." 
Remember how he gave Joseph favor in the eyes 
of the governor of the prison, and how he tumejj 
the heart of Esau, brooding revenge, into brotherly 
endearment. The best way to get the fi'iendship 
of man is first to secure the friendship of God. 

Connected with this, aequire an eminent degree 
of those general good qualities already alluded to. 
Add to piety amiability of disposition, kindliness 
of temper, gentle, artless, and attractive mannei's. 
Let there be a substratum of the solid gold of ex- 
cellence, bearing at the same time the polish of the 
amenities of life. They who have to make tieir 
way in the world must be attentive to external, and 
to what some may eail little things. It is not 
enough to be holy and virtuous, or even to be con- 
scious that we are such, but we must also be attrac- 
tive. You must aim to please. Real excellence 
may sometimes be repulsive on account of the ec- 
centricities, the acerbities, and blunt coarseness, with 
which it is associated. It is like grapes amid net. 
ties or thorns, which few will attempt to gather for 
fear of the sting or the prickle. There is a word 
of very difficult definition, but which is perfectly 
understood, and very impressive, without beiog de- 
fined — " She is an interesting young woman." 
This is a very common expression. Perhaps the 
best explanation of it is, th" power of giving pleas- 
ure and engaging affection. This includes, I am 
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aware, more of nature than of art, and something 
of personal attraction. The affectation of being in- 
teresting is sure to defeat its own end and to inspire 
disgust. Yet something, if the intention be con- 
cealed, may be acquired by study. Surely it can 
not be improper to ask, " How can I interest others 
in my behalf?" And they who depend upon the 
interest they create for themselves in the hearts of 
others, should study how to insure it. 

Combine a due and tender recollection of home 
with a noble fortitude in surrendering its comforts. 
You are not required to forget your father's house, 
and your mother's endearing society. It would be 
unnatural if you could, hideed, you are in little 
danger of this : " Forget thee, my honored father ! 
Porget thee, my much loved mother ! Forget ye, 
my brothers and sisters ! Foi^et thee, sweet home 
of my childhood ! Oh, no. Memory must perish 
before I can be guilty of such oblivion. I muse on 
je all in my solitary wallts. I give up many an 
hour's sleep to thini: of home. I wet my pillow 
with my tears, as I think of the years and joys that 
are gone, never to return. I dreard often that I 
am in the midst of ye all, and wake to the sad 
reality that I am away from home." But this is 
not all the recollection you are to bear. Nor is 
the frequent and affectionate letter, so welcome and 
BO precious to those who love and think of you, the 
only way to send comfort to your parents. Let 
there be the never-varying excellence of character 
and conduct, the uniform good behavior, the grow- 
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ing usefulness, which, on their knowing thtse things, 
fihail comfort their liearts. Let no ficltleness of 
disposition make you soon tired of a situation — let 
no unsuitable connection of & tender nature, which 
they would not approve, lie formed — let no conduct 
which, if they knew it, would distress them, he 
carried on hy jou. They have lost the comfort of 
your society ; add not to the affliction hy causing 
them to lose the comfort of your character. 

And now, to conclude, let your situation in a 
social point of view remind you of your circum- 
stances in a I'cligious one. If you are a true Chris- 
tian, what is your condition on earth but a child 
away from home'? Yea ; heaven, and not earth, is 
the home of the heliever. How simply aod sub- 
limely heautiful is the language of our Lord: "In 
my Father's house are many mansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto my- 
self: that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Delightful idea ! Heaven is the home of the 
Christian, which the Saviour has litted up and made 
ready for him. There, is God the judge of all — the 
Father, of whom the whole family is named. 
There, is Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
who calls himself the First-hom, the Elder Brother. 
There, arc the spiiits of just men made perfect, the 
whole number of the brothers and sisters. There, 
is the innumerable company of the angels, who 
were as ministering spirits sent foi-th to minister 
23 
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unto the heirs of salvation. What a gloritus 
household assembled iti the third heavens — the 
eternal home of the redeeming Gfod, the Great 
Redeemer, and the redeemed family. Thithef 
you are going, if a true believer. A31 the dispen- 
satioas of Providence, and all the means of grace 
are preparing you for that station. All things 
are working together for your good. Your pres- 
ent situation, with all its disquiet and discomfort, 
may be among the means which are preparing you 
for that state. You are away from home here, 
that you may be at home there. Let this cheer 
and comfort you. When distressed by looking 
back upon the home you have left, comfort your- 
self by looking on to that to which you ai-e going. 
Heaven, glory, eternity, are before you. You are 
educating for your father's house — preparing to go 
in and dwell forever in hia presence. Half a cen- 
tury hence at most, and in perhaps a much shorter 
time than that, it will be of no consequence to you 
how you passed through life. The only thing about 
which you should be supremely aosious is, not to 
be shut out from the heavenly home ; not to be 
excluded by sin, impenitence, and unbelief, from 
the mansions which Christ has gone to prepare. In 
the blessed hope of reaching that state, though they 
were ten times greater than they are, you might 
endure not only with fortitude, but with comfort, 
all the trials of a youkg woman away from noMK. 
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BQd I said UBto lier, Le1 
BliB made taeta, and It 
Bliouldar, and eaid, Drii 



Evert one must be struck, we should think, 
with the construction of the narratives in the Book 
of Genesis, and their adaptation to the then existing 
state of the society to which they relate. Their 
verisimilitude guarantees their truthfulness, and 
explains their peculiarity. We find all that charm- 
ing simplicity which the social condition of the 
heroes and heroines of the tale supposes, together 
with all their defects in conduct which their partial 
instruction might be expected to bring with it. 
Another kind of narrative; more in conformity 
with thfi modem advances and artificial refinement 
of society, would excite suspicion of the truthfiil- 
ness of the story : its simplicity and its diflerence, 
from all we know of subsequent ^es, are its verifi- 
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Where shall we find, in all the range if fiction, 
any thing so exquisit* as the history of Joseph, or 
even as the beautiful story contained in the chapter 
which furnishes the example to be contemplated in 
this discourse. We invite criticism and taste to the 
investigation of this precious portion of Holy Writ. 
True, it relates rather to the history of a family 
than of a nation. Yes, and it is worthy of remark, 
that the careful preservation in the museum of in- 
spired chronicles, of this little gem of historic nar- 
rative, was by the Spirit of God thought to be of 
more 'importance than all that was going on at that 
time among the. great nations of antiquity, not ex- 
cepting Egypt, the birth-place and cradle of science. 
The secular historian delights to emblazon his page 
■with the conflicts of empires, the exploits of 
heroes, and the prowess of armies ; but what is 
the influence of such narrations upon the moral 
habits, social happiness, and individual character of 
mankind, compared with that of the record of the 
holy courtship of Isaac and Eebekah ! 

Sarah, the beloved and faithful wife of Abraham, 
had died, and had been laid in the cave of Mach- 
pelah. Sadness and desolation now reign in the 
patriarch's household. His tent is empty ; and the 
grief of Isaac, who loved his mother most tenderly, 
is unsoothed, upon whom the heart of the venerable 
widower was now turned with more concentrated 
afiection. Isaac, the miraculous child of promise, 
though forty years of age, was unmariied. The 
holy patriarch, amid much domestic disquiet, the 
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consequence of polygamy, had known the happi- 
ness of possessing a faithful and devoted wife, and 
he now became naturally anxioaa to see his beloved 
son well settled with a companion in life before he 
himself should go the way of all flesh. His solic- 
itude, however, was not mej-ely that Isaac should be 
married, but well married; which, in his view, 
meant not wealthily, but religiously. He was a 
worshiper of Jehovah, and abhorred idolatry, with 
the votaries and practices of which he was on every 
hand suj'rounded ; and it pierced his heart with 
anguish to think of the child of promise contracting 
a marriage with one of these. He knew that char- 
acter, as well as happiness, depends upon a suitable 
connection. And more than this, it was not only a 
private matter of personal and family arrangement, 
involving Isaae's happiness and the comfort of his 
father, but also a public concern intimately affecting 
the covenant of which Abraham was the earthly 
head, and the countless millions who were to be 
blessed in his seed. Isaac sustained a sacred char- 
acter; he was the child of promise, and inherited, 
and was also to transmit, the promises concerning 
the Messiah. As he had relations in the land of 
Mesopotamia, who worshiped the living God, he 
determined to send his confidential servant to this 
family to engage a wife for Isaac We must sup- 
pose, of course, that all this was under the cogniz- 
ance of Isaac, and met with his cordial support 
Parental authority was then more extensive, and 
filial submission to it more exemplary, than it now 
23* 
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is. Parents, according to the custom of those times, 
chose wives for their sons, and husbands for their 
daughters ; and often were regulated in their choice 
more by regard to wealth and ranli, tban by the 
adaptation and affection of the parties to be thus 
united. We do not wish this custom to be re- 
■vived ; it is unnatural, and reduces marriage to a 
matter of bargain and sale. But we do wish pa- 
rental counsel, consent, and approbation to be 
always sought in a matter of so much importance 
to all parties, whether directly or more remotely 
concerned. 

The trusty servant selected by Abraham pro- 
ceeded oa his delicate, difficult, and, to both the 
father and son, momentous mission. Not, how- 
ever, till religious solemnities had been observed, 
andEliezer had been commended by the patriarch 
to God by prayer. If we wanted the character of a 
faithful servant, delineated to the life, where could 
we find a picture so perfect as this raan^ I shall 
not follow him through his long and wearisome 
journey of nearly five hundred miles, nor will I 
dwell upon the anxious ruminations of his mind 
during the weeks it occupied. Yet we can not but 
imagine how constantly that mind was lifted up to 
God for protection, direction, and success. He at 
length arrived at the city of his destination. It was 
a summer evening, and espying a well outside the 
walls, he stopped to give his camels drink before he 
passed through the gates. Aware that it was the 
custom for the young women to come and draw 
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wat«r for household purposes, he first placed his 
camels by the well in a waitmg pcture, and then 
betook himself to prajer tor Dnine dire(tion 
" And he said, Lord God of my master Abraham, 
I pray thee send me good speed this day, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I 
stand here by the well of water, and the daughters 
of the men of the city come out to draw water ; and 
let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall 
say. Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may 
drink ; and she shall say. Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also, let the same be she that thou 
hast appointed for thy servant laaac; and thereby 
shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto 
my master." It is noticeable, that he did not fix the 
sign upon the one who should first offer her serv- 
ices, but up n th n wh fa t U nglj gat he 
service a k d f be In h h p «d w ly 
conceiving w uld n htl nadhwno 
maidenly f wh n k 1 d 1 gbt a 

service a a d a ^ht f wa [ 1 1 w 11 a 

stranger a d 1 n P« 1 P hat att o o 
pwd mihVaexuef yndane 

dence ra h of ofii f wa dn s than of an 

obliging d po t Th n thy of n t e as 

furnishing a 1 au tul n nt } n Sol n a 
advice, In all thy ways ackn 1 dge H m a d He 
shall dp t thy pa 1 Le u th b g n ca y 

on, and end, all our works in God. What is begun 
in prayer, usually, as in this case, ends in praise. 
So thought Eliezer, when he knelt down by the side 
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of the well of Nahor, and poured out this simple 
and beautiful prayer. In his case it might ho wel! 
enough, but ordinarily it does cot become us to ask, 
much less to prescribe, special tokens by which God 
shall indicate his will. 

Having presented his prayer, he waited for the 
laiswer, and waited in faith that he should receive 
It, He did not wait long. There came a damsel, 
with a pitcher upon her shoulder, toward the well. 
By her appearance, perhaps by an impression from 
God, he is possessed with the idea that she is the 
person sought, and that the Lord hath answered his 
prayer. He therefoi'e addressed her in the very 
language he had resolved to employ, and received 
the very answer, which was to be the sign of her 
being the object of his mission. The gentleness, 
cheerfulness, assiduity, and courtesy, manifested 
toward a stranger, of whom she could have no 
knowledge, are truly admirable — unmixed and un- 
corrupted as it was by any unbecoming forwardness 
or levity. It was fi'ank, without being obtrusive — 
kind, without being familiar. She neither ran away 
affrighted from his presence — for her innocence gave 
her courage — nor did she step beyond the decorum 
of her sex, nor allow her couitesy to infringe upon 
her modesty. It was good for Rebekah, that she 
did not answer with a proud and haughty contempt 
and a surly refusal. "Yes, and it was good for 
another woman, who long after met another stranger, 
■wearied with his journey,' at another well, that 
when she met his request, ' Give me to drink,' with 
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the surly question, ' How is it that thou, being a 
Jew, askest drink of me who am a Samaritan ¥ — it 
was good, I say, for her that she had a different 
person from Abraham's servant to deal with." The 
words in which Reljekah's answer is described, are 
picturesque, lively, bland, and respectful : " Drink, 
my lord ; and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
upon her hand. And when she had given him 
drink, she said, 1 will draw for 'thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking. And she hasted 
and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
again unto the well to draw, and drew for all 
the camels." Conduct so amiable overwhelmed 
Eliezer; and so slow of heart are we to believe in 
the answer of our prayers, that he, " wondering at 
her, held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had 
made his journey prosperous or not." There are 
cases in which the mind, like the eye, by a great 
and sudden influx of light, is overpowered. It was 
so here. Finding, at length, that this was indeed 
the object of his journey, he could not repress the 
feelings of his full heart, but expressed them in two 
ways. The first has, in all ages and in all coun- 
tries, been considered as one inlet to the female 
heart — that heart which has, at any rate, been 
thought " to be aecessiiile to finery, presents, and 
praise." " For it came to pass, as the camels had 
done drinking, that the man took a golden ear-ring 
of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her 
hands, often shekels weight of gold." But this was 
not the only expression of his joy and gratitude, for, 
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unrestrained by the presence of Eebekah, " He 
bowed down his head and worshiped, saying ; 
Blessed be Jehovab, God of my master Abraham, 
who hath not left destitute my master, of his mercy 
and his truth : I being in the way, Jehovah led me 
to the house of my master's brethren," Did the 
heart of Rebeitah, true to instinctive perception in 
all such matters, begin to divine what this present 
and this praise -to Giod nieMitl Did a thought 
glance across her mind of the nature of this man's 
visit to Nahor t Or was the scene beheld by her 
in awe and wonder at the character and errand of 
the mysterious stranger ? She must have known 
of her august relation, Abraham, whose name she 
now heard in prayer from the lips of Eliezer. 

We must, for a moment, foi'get Eehekah, to look 
upon this holy, faithful, loving domestic. Never 
did piety and iidelity more truly blend the sanctity 
of the one with the devotedness of the other. 
Happy mastei', to have such a servant ! Happy 
servant, to be blessed with such a master ! 

It is not necessary for me to enter very minutely 

t th d ts of the scenes which followed, 

H w R b k h h ated with the intelligence of this 

t t h f ther's house, and how Laban, her 

1 h w t f th to greet the stranger and con- 

d t h t th home. We mark, as if we saw 

th m th t y of the opening interview, the 

f -a k t h of kindly greetings and good offi- 

th d ble delicacy of the servant's intro- 

d f h m If to the ^mily of Bethuel, the 
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trust, the si ni- 
ne for liini, and 
t of his visit, 
urviving repre- 
The thing pro 
■speak unto thee 

I efore thee, take 
er's son's wife, 
s dependent, as 

hows, upon Ihe 
this, a second 

h r, of jewels of 
at. This was, 



i still, the Oriental custom of contracting all 
bargains, and entering into all covenants, whether 
fov marriage, trade, or politics. Very natural was 
the remonstrance which the brother, and especially 
the mother of the biide, addressed to the impatient 
servant of Abraham, when he said: "Send me 
away to my master." And her brother and her 
mother said, " Let the damsel abide with us a few 
days, at the least ten ; after that she shall go." 
Whether it he a respite of ten days, or, as some 
say, of ten months, or even years, that the mother 
joined with her son in soliciting, before the daugh- 
ter bids ber a last adieu, it is a touch of gemiine 
tenderness, such as we should not willingly lose 
from the nairative. For it is a narrative which 
proves its own truth by its being so thoroughly, 
and all throughout, true to nature. Eebekah was 
now called m, and the q^uestion placed to her, 
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" Wilt thou go with this man 1" Was she deiicient 
in virgin modesty, in prudence, in thou ght fit] ness ? 
Did she display an unseemly haste to become a 
wife? Did she venture too carelessly to commit 
herself and her happiness for life to one of whom 
she knew nothing but by report ? Did she not take 
the decisive step in the dark, when she consented 
to peril in such haste the comfort of her life, upon 
the truth of the singular embassy that had come to 
herf In ordinary circumstances, we should unques- 
fti 



g R m se 

overwhelmed a feeling of reluctance, together with 
every inferior consideration. She was doubtless in 
the habit of daily intercourse with God, and in 
fervent prayer had sought Divine direction ; she 
saw an overruling Providence — God was in the 
affair — his finger, visible to the eye of faith, pointed 
out the way in which she should go ; and with un- 
hesitating obedience, she confessed her readiness to 
part with all thn fUicities of home, to seek a dis- 
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tatit alliance, at the voice of that Sovereign Power 
to whom' she committed her future destiny. Flat- 
tering as the scene before her must have appeared 
to a worldly eye, the sacrifices she made at this 
moment of compliance were certainly very consid- 
eralile. What could have led to such an answer, 
when standing between the tears of parental and 
fraternal affection, and the urgency of a mere stran- 
ger, the servant, too, of her future home, but a faith 
which overcame the world, and dictated her holy 
resolution. Heaven appointed her journey, and 
nature pleaded in vain,* That religion had some- 
thing to do with it, I have no doubt— that the 
promptings of the female heart had also some influ- 
ence, I have as little doubt. " What woman," says 
Monod, " under a sense of her dependence, has not 
wished, once in her life, for the arm of a man to 
support her, and his name to shelter her? But at 
the same time, what woman, under the feeling of 
reserve, has not kept her secret closely shut up 
within her own bosom, waiting silently till she is 
sought foi-, even though she should wait till the 
hour of her death, liast«ned, perhaps, in some cases, 
by that internal fire by which she would be con- 
sumed within, rather than suffer it to be blazed 
abroad. The invariable order of marriage, which 
cedes the initiative to man, and does not accord 
even the appearance of it to woman, is not a refine- 
ment of civilization ; it is not even a nicety of the 
gospel; it is a law imposed on woman in every 
* Sec Dr. Cox's " Female Scripture Biographj," 
24 
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8ge, not excepting the most barbarous, aa6 aitiong 
all people, not eseepting the most sava^." Ke- 
bekah partook of this feeling, but she worshiped the 
true God, and lived amid those who worshiped 
idols, where, perhaps, few opportunities of a holy 
union presented themselves ; and now a mosft ad- 
vantageous one offered, in which all that piety could 
desire, or even vanity crave, were combined; which, 
therefore, required little or no time to deliberate 
upon, and she at once consented to accompany the 
servant of Abraham. 

Rebekah took leave of her friends, and proceeding 
on her eventful journey under the care of Eliezer, 
and accompanied, both for her comfort and her pro- 
tection, by Deborah, an old fiiithful servant, who had 
nursed her from a child, 

Por a moment we leave Kebekah, proceeding on 
her journey, to speak of her future husband, of whom 
good Bishop Hall says, " Of all the patriarchs, none 
made so little noise in the world as Isaac ; none lived 
either so privately, or so innocently ; neither know 
I whether he proved himself a better son or husband, 
Por the one, he gave himself over to the knife of Ha 
father when about to be offered up in sacrifice, and 
mourned three years for his mother ; for the other, 
he reserved himself in chaste forbearance twenty 
years, and prayed." He appeara to have been a 
quiet, I'etiring, domestic, and devotional character — 
good rather than great, and altogether blameless, 
with the exception that he was a Sittle too much ad- 
dieted to the gratifications of the palate. 
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" It was a calm and peaceful summer evening. 
The oxen have been lodged in their stalls, and the 
implements of husbandry are at rest in the furrows 
of the field. Not a breath of wind nistles in the 
noiseless leaves. Not a stray sheep wanders in the 
dark shadow of the hills. It is a time of profound 
repose. One solitary figure is seen slowly pacing 
the sweet-scented meadow path. Unconscious of 
nature's charms, altogether his sonl is melted into 
sweet harmony with the peace that reigns all around, 
he is wrapt in holy fellowship with the God of hia 
salvation." Itis Isaac, "who hadgone out into the 
fields to meditate." No improper oratory for the 
good man, who, surrounded by the glories of cre- 
ation, looks through nature up to nature's God. 

In such an exercise and such a frame of mind, Isaac 
was well prepared to receive the best possible earthly 
blessing — a good wife. Perhaps he was then medi- 
tating uponEliezer's mission, and beseeching Heaven 
for its success. Behold the answei' of his prayers ! 
A cavalcade is seen in the distance approaching. It 
draws nearer and nearer. Can it be the return of 
Eliezer, the faithful servant ? And are there not 
two females in the retinue, one young and the other 
further advanced in life] The vision of his future 
wife now flashed through his imagination, as the 
procession drew nearer, and his eyes with fixed atten- 
tion rested upon the beauteous form of Rebekah. 
" And who," says Rebekah, whose eyes are as busy 
in looking toward Canaan as Isaac's are in the di 
reetion of Mesopotamia, "is that meditative man 
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approaching as?" The secret is disclosed hy the 
faithful, joyful Eliezer. "Your future husband." 
As she approached her destined lord, see how female 
delicacy, how maiden diffidenee and reserve, resume 
their empii'e. "She alighted off the camel, and 
took a vail and covered herself." This act had more 
meaning than one; it expressed her subjection, as 
his already espoused wife, to him as her future hus- 
band : it would also prevent that confusion which 
the suddenness of the interview and the important 
consequences that were to follow it, would naturally 
produce. "And laaac brought her into his mother 
Sarah's tent, and took Rehekah, and she became his 
wife, and he loved her ; and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother's death." In this tender manner 
does this admirable story close. 

Peace be to that dwelling, the residence of a duti- 
ful son, and a tender husband, and of a kind, gener- 
ous, open-hearted, pious wife. Dutiful sons pj'om- 
ise to be affectionate husbands; and were I a wom- 
an, and j'eceived an offer of marriage, one of the 
first inquiries I would make concerning the man 
who solicited my hand and heart, would be, " How 
did he behave to his mother ?" feeling assured that 
conjugal affection could scarcely be expected to 
dwell in that heart from which filial regard had 
been excluded. He who is insensible to a mother's 
tender affection, believe me, my young friends, is 
not to be intrusted with the care of a woman's 
heart and happiness. " We may bei'e pause and 
remark, that all the circumstances continue to make 
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this portion of the sacred record peculiarly atti'act- 
ive. Ill reading it, we feel at home amid these pa- 
triarchal incidents and descriptions, realizing them 
as if they were familiar. The stately pomp and 
ceremony — the reserve, and coldness, and suspicion, 
of a more artificial, social state, pass away. The 
freshness of nature's early truth and tenderaess 
returns — artless, guileless, fearless. We breathe a 
purer and freer air. l^e are touched with a deeper 
sense at once of a special Providence in heaven, 
and of a real and true sympathy on earth. We 
feel that there can be such a thing as the exercise 
of a frank and generous trust, relying both upon 
God and upon man ; and that it is possible to act 
upoa the belief both of God's superintendence, and 
of man's sincerity."* 

Before we consider what is to be learned from the 
conduct of Rebelcah as a wife and a mothej', we will 
for a few moments contemplate her in reference to 
that act which made her such — her marriage. The 
circumstances connected with this were peculiar to 
the times, and partook of a simplicity, as we have 
already remarked, to which your history, my young 
friends, is not likely to supply a parallel. One 
thing, however, may be noticed — it was with the 
privity and consent of her friends. We can not ac- 
count for the fact of Bethuel, Rebekah's father, 
being passed over in silence, and Laban, her 
brother, only being mentioned as conducting the 
* Dr. Candlish's ContributiouB tflward the EsposiUon of 
the Book of GenesiB. 

24* 
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transaction, but upon the supposition that Bethuel 
was dead. It is true the name occurs once in the 
history, but this probably was a brother. Laban 
was consulted. There was nothing clandestine in 
it. And, moreover, it was a marriage in which the 
claims of religion were considered. On this deli- 
cate subject I can not enlarge. T/'Rebekah showed 
too great an eagerness for quitting the single state, 
and somewhat too hasty a decision, fi-om which, 
however, we have exculpated her, we do not recom- 
mend this to you. It may be natural enough to 
prefer the married to the unmarried state, when an 
opportunity offers for entering into it But let not 
your minds be unduly restless and anxious in real- 
izing the object of your wishes. Avoid all roman- 
tie and poetic imaginativeness on this momentous 
affair. Do not allow yourselves ever to treat it 
■with levity, or to dictate a line of conduct which 
would look as if you were more anxious to be a 
wife, than to be qualified for such a state. Never 
come to the conslusion that you can not be happy 
if you are not married, and can not but be happy 
if you are. Let the multitude of happy maidens, 
and the equal number of unhappy wives, correct 
such mistakes, and dispel all tie illusions with 
which the idea of connubialism disturbs the pro- 
priety of some young women's conduct. Treat the 
whole subject not aa a matter of poetry and romance, 
but as one of the gravest, realities of life. It is an 
affair of love, but it is also an affair ofprudencf. It 
is a matter of ^sle, and even of poetic delightful- 



Ho^twGooglc 



CHARACTER O? RBBEEAH. 283 

ness ; but it is also a matter of judgment and of 
conscientiousness. It is not a thing to be laughed 
and joked about, but to be pondered in the deepest 
recesses of the soul, and prayed over in the most 
solemn seasons of devotion. It is momentous to 
botli parlies, but most so to the woman, " Life or 
death, felicity or a lasting sorrow, are in the power 
of marriage, A woman, indeed, ventures most, for 
she hath no sanctuary to retire to from an evil hus- 
band. She must dwell upon her sorrow, and hatch 
the eggs which her folly or her infelicity hath pro- 
duced ; and she is more under it, because her tor- 
mentor hath a warrant of prei-ogative, and the 
woman may complain to God,, as subjects do of 
tyrant princes ; but otherwise she hath no appeal 
in the causes of*un kindness. And even of the naan 
we may say, though he can run from many hours of 
his sadness, yet he must return to it again, and 
when be sits among his neighbors, he remembers 
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prayer, and your pai'ents for advice. Enter into 
no acquaintance without the cognizance of these 
natural guides and guardians of your youth. It is 
at the beginning of connections of this kind that 
* Bishop Jeremj Taylor's " Marriage Ring." 
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parental counsel should be sought. Never commit 
yourselves by a word till the domestic oi'iicle has 
been consulted ; nor allow your affections to be 
entangled till a fither'a and a mother's judgment 
have been f lonouriLed Defermme that similarity 
of taste, especially m the mo'it important of all 
matters — religion — -ihall he at the basis of atjy 
union you may firm 

Should It be that God has not destined you to 
wedded blisa, forget not " that there are advantages 
peculiar to single life — that it affords an immunity 
from many cares, an opportunity for intellectual 
pursuits, a power to do good extensively, which 
married women may not enjoy. And if these priv- 
ileges are improved, if cheerfulness and benev- 
olence cliaracterize the temper, there will be no 
want of occupation, of happiness, or of sympathy. 
The kind sister or aunt will be always welcomed; 
she will be hailed as the agreeable companion, or 
the tender nurse ; as the participator in joy, or the 
sympathizer in sorrow ; as the helper in business, 
or the companion in affliction ; she will he the 
ready assistant in every good work — the children 
will run to greet her arrival, the poor will rise up 
and call her blessed. And if in truth, as we do see 
in some bright examples in our own day, her energy 
grows with her desire of doing good, and in the 
assiduous and pains-taking efforts of Christian char- 
ity, she seems to forget the weakness of her sex, 
siie realizes in one of its most pleasing forms prim. 
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itual, in self-denial moie mortified, in faitli more 
pure, than any of the cloistered nuns of the strictest 
habit; while at the same time her religion is with- 
out superstition, and her sobriety without gloom. 
She is one of a holy sisterhood, whose order is truly 
catholic, whose vows are scriptural, and whose vol- 
untary service is the labor of love." 

We now turn over another chapter in the history 
of Rebekah, in which she appears to far less advant- 
age than she does in the one we have just reviewed, 
where the artless simplicity of the virgin is lost in 
the crooked policy of the designing wife and the too 
partial mother. Perhaps, it will be thought by 
some, that as 1 am addressing young women, I 
might have cut short the story with her marriage 
and her virtues, and drawn a vail over her future 
fellings. But I bear in recollection what I said in a 
former sermon, that the matron should he held up 
to the maiden, that from the outset she may leam 
what to copy and what to avoid. And here 18 a 
striking example to serve this purpose, an affecting 
instance to prove what a transformation a change 
of circumstances may produce in 






Isaac and Eebekah, like Abraham and Sarah, had 
their faith tried in waiting long for the son who 
was to be the heir of promise. Twenty years 
elapsed and Rehekah bore no child. In answer to 
the earnest prayers of her husband, God gave her 
the prospect of becoming a mother. Before this 
happy event took place she received a communica- 
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tion from the Lord, that she should give birth to 
twins, who should be the heads of two separate 
nations, and that, contrary to the order of nature 
and the custom of nations, the elder brother should 
serve the jounger, Esau and Jacob were born, 
grew up, and exhibited great difference of taste and 
character. Into this family of Isaac and Rebckah, 
there entered that which has rent myriads and 
myriads of households, setting the husband against 
the wife, the mother against the father, and one 
child against another; disturbing the harmony of 
domestic peace, poisoning the springs of domestic 
happiness, and preventing the progress of domestic 
improvement — I mean parental partiality. In this 
case of Isaac and Rcbekah, both parents had their 
favorite child, and what was worse, manifssted their 
fondness. It may, in some cases, be almost im- 
possible not to have a preference for one child above 
another; but what anxious carefulness should there 
he to conceal it ; policy and justice both demand 
frotn parents aa equal distribution of their affection, 
their countenance, and their goods; for if there be 
one folly which more certainly punishes itself than 
another, it is this ill-judged and wicked distinction 
between equals. Parental partiality injures both 
the one preferred and the one that is slighted ; in- 
flating the one with pride, insolence, and vanity, 
and corrupting the other by jealousy, envy, and 
revenge. Isaac loved Esau, and for a reason not 
very honorable to his character, "because he did 
eat of his venison." Kebekah loved Jacob, for 
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what reason we are not told ; it is probable on 
account both of his superior excellence, and also of 
the revelation which God had made to her concern- 
ing his future history. She was undoubtadiy a 
woman of sincere faith, and even her after-censur- 
able conduct arose from a misdirected piety. She, 
like another female in after times, pondered in her 
heart all the things which had been spoken of God 
concerning this child of promise. It was not long 
before the effects of parental partiality appeared in 
this family. A competition for precedence, aad the 
right of primogeniture, engaged the attention of the 
brothel's, and whetted their spirits against each 
other from their earliest years, which issued in 
alienation, separation, and hostility, on the part of 
the children, and sorrow and distress on the part 
of the parents. Jacob's conduct was ungenerous, 
and Esau's profane. The former knew his destina- 
tion to precedence, and instead of leaving God to 
fulfill his own purpose, sought to accomplish it in 
a manner unworthy both of himself and of the 
blessing. 

Time, which moves on with ceaseless tread, had 
brought Isaac to old age ; and he now thought of 
his approaching end, and the propriety of settling 
his domestic affairs. His great concern was to 
direct the descent of the patriarchal blessing, which, 
in this case, implied more than that ordinary bene- 
diction which every good man would pronounce on 
all his children, without distinction; it compre- 
hended the great things contained in the covenant 
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with Abraham, by which his posterity was to be 
selected and distinguished as the peculiar people 
of God, and to give birth to the Messiah. Isaao 
ought to have remembered the communication made 
to Rebekah, and by her, doubtless, to himself, tliat 
this was to be bestowed upon Jacob. Natural 
attachment for a while overcame his faith, and he 
was preparing to divert the blessing from the chan- 
nel marked out for it by the purpose and providence 
of God. To enkindle his affection for Esau, by the 
remembrance of past gratifications, he wished to 
have some savory meat— certainly a carnal intro- 
duction to so divine an act, partaking more of the 
flesh than of the spii'it, and betraying more of that 
parental partiality under which he had acted, than 
of the faith of a son of Abraham. Behold, of 
what importance it is that our early propensities be 
good, seeing time, indulgence, and habit, 
them with our very constitution, till they l 
second nature, and age confirms instead of eradi- 
cating them. We find the two great iufirmities of 
Isaac's character predominant to the last — a dispo- 
sition to gratify his palate with a particular kind of 
food, and partiality to his son Esau, 

Eebekah, whose afiectioa was ever wakeful, act- 
ive, and jealous for her favorite, overheard the 
charge given by her husband to Esau, and instantly 
set about a scheme to divert the blessing into 
another, and, as she knew, into its right channel. 
What should she have done? Expostulated with 
Isaac on the impiopriety of acting in direct oppo- 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



CHARACTER OF BEBEKAB. 289 

Bition to the revealed purpose of God. Such an 
appeal, to a mind devout and contemplative, as 
his evidently was, notwithstanding its weaknesses, 
would, in all probability, have succeeded. Instead 
of this, she manifested what has ever been consid- 
ered to be one of woman's infirmities, a disposition 
to have recourse to finesse, stratagem, and ma- 
neuver, and a wish to carry her object by tortuous 
and complicated measures, rather than by an open 
and straightforward course. It is unnecessary for 
me to enter into the details of her plan, its prompt 
execution, and its success. It is a sad story. Here 
was nothing but shameless trickery and imposition 
— a feigned person — a feigned name^feigned ven- 
ison — a feigned answer. Every thing was bad, 
except the motive, and that could not alter the 
character of the action, and transmute evil into 
good. It was a disgrace to Rebekah, a cruelty 
praoticed upon Isaac, and a most grievous injury 
inflicted on the moral character of her son. We 
must not load Jacob with more of the infamy of 
this transaction than wliat really belongs to him. 
He was not first in the transgression. His feelings 
revolted from it when it was proposed to him. He 
remonstrated against it. His remonstrance, how- 
ever, was founded more upon the consequences of 
the evil than the eiiil itself. And there is a striking 
difference between his reasoning and that of his son 
Joseph. Jacob said, " I shall bring a curse upon 
me, and not a blessing:" but Joseph's pious and 
noble reply was, " How can I do this great wicked- 
25 
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neas, and sin against God f' The resoluteness of 
Eebekah is astounding and affecting, confirming the 
general opinion that woman, in a bad purpose, ia 
often more bold and determined than man. " Upon 
m,e be thy curse, my son; only obey my voice." 
Appalling spectacle! to see a mother, a religioui 
mother, so far forgetting what ia due to her sex, her 
relationship, and her piety, as not only to lead, but 
to goad and drag on, her son, to perpetrate false- 
hood, and to practice deception, upon his half-blind 
father. O mothers, read this account and tremble ! 
The plan moves forward, but the wJiole plot was 
in danger of exploding. The conference between 
Isaac and his son Jacob is deeply affecting. The 
half-awakened suspicion and artless simplicity of 
the father, invests, by the power of contrast, with 
deeper shades of infamy and guilt, the shameless, 
undaunted effrontery of the son. Such is the way 
of transgressors, one sin prepares for, and leads on 
to another, till the sinner is involved, by a kind of 
necessity, to add another and another lie, to help on 
the former one, Isaac's ears were truer than his 
eyes, and his faculties were not so blunted by age, 
as not to be capable of reasoning upon some im- 
probabilities; for there is something about falsehood, 
which, though it may silence, yet will not ordinarily 
satisfy. Craft, however, in this case, is too deep for 
honesty, and Isaac, kind and incredulous to evil 
thoughts, soon finds his suspicions lulled, eats the 
venison, and bestows the blessing. It is no part of 
my lecture to paint, or rather copy, the scene which 
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followed, when the return of Esau revealed the 
plot, and proclaimed the deception. The shook to 
poor old Isaac was almost overwhelming. As an 
aged and afflicted man, the imposition which had 
beet! practiced upon him would excite his indig- 
nation. Yet a moment's reflection would convince 
him of his mistake, in intending to convey to Esau 
that blessing which God designed for Jacob. Such 
considerations rushing upon his mind at once, suffi- 
ciently a«couat for all bis feelings : it was to him 
like a place where two seas meet, or as the anion 
of subterranean fires and waters, which causeth the 
earth to tremble. Esau is to be pitied, and would 
be more so, if his distress arose from any other 
feeluigs tlian disappointed ambition. He who pro- 
fanely despised the birthright, oared nothing for 
the loss of the blessing, but as it deprived him 
of some earthly distinctions and temporal posses- 
sions. 

Eebekah's policy liad succeeded. But she soon 
began to reap its bitter fruits, in perceiving the 
feud which she had occasioned between the two 
brothers. The same tent could no longer eonttun 
them. And intelligence having reached her that 
Esau meditated revenge, even to the murder of 
his fraudulent brother, she hurried. away Jacob to 
the land of Padan-Aram, to seek a protection and 
a home among her own relatives. With the sequel 
of this interesting story you are acquainted, and we 
return to Eebekah. The best explanation that can 
be given of her conduct, and which has been put 
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forth by her apologists as her defense, is that she 
acted from religious motives. Perhaps this is in 
part true ; but I think not wholly. There is much 
of the mother mixed up with the believer; and no 
small share of regard for the interests of a favorite 
child, blended with regard to the purposes of God. 
But he it so, that religion had the principal hand in 
this odious deception, then we see how early pious 
frauds were practiced for the furtherance of the 
faith; and Rehekah, so far as this part of her con- 
duct is concerned, is presented to us as the patron- 
ess of Jesuitism ; for even if we concede to her a 
religious end, we must admit she adopted the most 
sinful means to obtain it. She was unquestionably 
right in her belief that God designed the blessing 
for Jacob, and in this one respect, I mean her faith, 
she was stronger and more unswerving than her 
husband. Yet this faith was mixed with some ud- 
belief after all: for what else was it but a partial 
distrust, that led her to adopt such sinful means to 
secure the aceomplishment of the divine purpose? 
Does God's truth require man's falsehood to fulfill 
iti Can not we leave God to find means to per- 
form his own word, without supposing he requires 
our sins to help hjm out of a dilemma? The 
urgency of the temptation was, no doubt, very great. 
In her view, an hour or two would decide the mat- 
ter, and the blessing intended for Jacob would be 
transferred to Esau, and how then would the dec- 
laration be fulfilled ? That was no part of her 
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Let US now relinquish the history, and learn the 
lessons with which it is fraught. The Scripture 
narratives are intended to exhibit holiness and sin 
embodied in living characters, the one for our imita- 
tion, and the other for our warning. And not unfre- 
quently we find both sin and holiness blended ia 
the same character, requiring a careful analysis and 
an accurate discrimination. This discrimination is 
requisite in looking at the character now before us. 

As you see Kebekah with her pitcher on her 
shoulder coming to draw water, you can not fail to 
notice her domestic and industrious habits. Yes, it 
was when thus occupied, and not when indolently re- 
clining upon the couch of ease — nor when saunter- 
ing with a company of associates as idle and as gos- 
siping as herself-— nor when wasting her time in 
useless occupations ot frivolity and amusement^ 
that Eliezer met her No, but, though high-bom, 
wealthy, and beautiful, beanng upon her shoulder 
the pitcher to the well, to diiw the evening's sup- 
ply of water for the familj I admit that the arti- 
ficial habits of soi,ietj had not then introduced those 
distinctions m hou>^ehold occupations whii.h the ad- 
vance of civilization has now brought into our hab- 
itations. At that time, and long since, the women 
of wealthy femilies were engaged m services, which 
are now with propiiety consigned to hired servants. 
There was nothing unseemly then in the daugh- 
ters of rank being found with their pitcher upon 
their shouldei at the public well This, or any 
thing like it now, would be altogether out of char- 
26* 
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ftcter. I have, however, not only heard oi^ but 
have known at least one, who though high-born, yet 
under the influence of mistaken views of the obli- 
gations of religion, performed those menial services 
which belong to, and are usually discharged by, 
domestics. Surely this ^"^ volumtary humility," aa 
the apostle calls it — this unprescribed, factitious 
lowliness, does neither honor to its subject nor good 
to Christianity ; for when mistresses thus do the 
work of servants, servants by a natural ambition 
and exchange will seek to take the place of mis- 
tresses. We ask no woman to step out of her 
place, or to descend from her rank, but only to be 
industrious in the domestic duties which belong to 
it. Every young woman should aim to be useful 
at home, and that is not a wise or good mother who 
does not train her daughters for such occupations. 
But as we have already dwelt on this, it is not 
necessary to enlarge upon it here, any further than 
to say, that humble yet useful employments of do- 
mestic life, are a virtuous woman's most honorable 
station ; that whether in single life, wedlock, or 
widowhood, God and nature have destined you, my 
female friends, to occupation, not perhaps highly 
honorable in the eyes of unfeeling wealth or giddy 
dissipation, but highly consequential to the happi- 
ness of others, and therefore essential to your own. 
We can not fail to notic* in Rebekah's early de- 
portment, an artless, unaffected simplicity, affeet- 
ingly in contrast with her subsequent artiflce and 
duplicity. This it is which invests her character, 
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and roost of the excellent ones in Scripture, with 
such irj-esistible charms. To whatever we look, wc 
find that simplicity is beauty. This is true of 
nature as the great model. Amid all its grandeur 
and complexity, all is easy and inartifioial, as if its 
most perfect elaboration were wnelaborated, and 
flowed without effort from power in repose, though 
actually in operation ; and thus gave the character 
of its own graceful ease to all its productions. 
Simplicity is no less beautiful in art than in natwre, 
and the very perfection of art is to hide itself in 
copying the simplicity of nature. All this holds 
good of manners — there, especially, affectation is 
hateful and repulsive. Studied display of any Jiind, 
whether of intellect or virtue, of conversation or 
even of pronunciation, or of singularity, whether in 
dress or habits, is always odious. It can not secure 
respect, but must excite ridicule. Perhaps this is 
one of the principal follies against which women, 
and especially young women of education, have to 
guard. An artificial character has sometimes a 
deep, even a moral meaning, as signifying a tend- 
ency to artifice, equivocation, and resemblances of 
virtue not really possessed. This, in its fixed and 
consolidated form, is hypocrisy, the naost odious 
vice on earth. But what I refer to now is artificial 
ness of manners; an obvious aim to be precise 
above all others; a studied mannerism for the pur- 
pose of display. This generally springs from that 
vanity which has been considered by many femala 
writers as one of the foibles of their sex. The 
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prevalence of this really spoils many otherwise 
useful and amiable characteia It la in woman 
what ambition is in man ; and though it may be a 
less dangerous, it is a meanei fault, and it is a 
form of self-love equally jealous and msatiate 
Nothing can be more opposite to the spmt of the 
gospel, and the only security against it is Chriatiia 
humility. Be clothed, young women, with this, it 
is your most becoming add beautiful garment, and 
where will you obtain it but from the wardrobe ot 
Christianity 1 

Observe the courteous affability of this interest- 
ing young woman. Here was a stranger, a servant, 
though evidently of no mean master; and yet how 
respectful, how gentle, how affable was her address. 
Josephus, fond of adding, in his paraphrastic man- 
ner, to the terseness and simplicity of the Scrip- 
ture narrative, relates that there were other young 
females with Rebekah, who were asked for water, 
but refused ; and that she reproved them for their 
churlishness. Courtesy is a becoming grace in 
both sexes, but most so in the female ; while rude- 
ness, which is a blemish upon olher characters, is a 
bht upon hers. A female churl is a kind of mon. 
strosity, from which we turn away with insufferable 
disgust. Courtesy is one of the cheapest exercises 
of virtue, it costs us less even than rudeness; for 
the latter, except in hearts that are petrified into 
stone, must put the subject of it to some expense 
of feeling. Even a rough voice is disagreeable 
issuing from female lips, much more a rough man- 
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ner connected with a female form. There may be 
various things which prevent the exercise of court 
esy. In some cases, it is to be traced to pride, a 
vice which befits a demon, but not a woman. In 
others it is the result of absolute ill nature, a morose, 
sour, and ill conditioned mmd, which knows no 
genial seasons, and experiences no soft emotions 
Some are petulant and ii'isuble and, when putting 
on a mood of eivihty, are easily drnen from it by 
the slightest touch of their diseiaed irritability 
Be courteous, then , it is, if not of the solid sub- 
stance of holinesn at least its polish It is a Chris 
tian grace for an apostl iias said ' Be pitiful , be 
courteoi.s ' 

Akin to this was Rebekihs kindness Theie 
was not onlj an extemil aflabilitj of minnei, but 
a real benevolence of disposition Here was a 
stranger, tired and faint with a day's joutney in a 
hot country, asking hei kind offiL#& to procure a 
supply of water for himself and his weary beasts 
To grant his request for himself, would have cost 
her no great lalor , but it must h^ve leen consid 
erable effott to draw water enough for -i number 
of thiraty camelb' And this is more appaient 
when you know the construction of Eastern wells, 
which are not like ours but are a k nd of sunken 
cistern, to which you descend by i flight of steps 
How manj tircome descents must this \ouiig 
creature ha\e made, before ihe satisiied the thirst 
of Eliezer's camel" And theie is inothcr 1 ftle 
circumstance which inaiks her kindness, Eliczer 
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asked only for a "sip" of water, for so the original 
word signifies, and she said; '^ Drink, aiid thy 
camels." It was a solitary act, I admit; but it 
was so promptly, so generously done, as to indi- 
cate habits. It is said, with as much beauty as 
simplicity, " Love is kind ;" aad, if possible, with 
still greater beauty, it is described as one of the 
traits of the virtuous woman — " In her tongue is 
the law of kindness" — and here, as it does in all 
cases, the tongue eommands the hand, Insensibility 
in a man is bad enough, but worse in a woman. 
An unfeeling woman is a contradiction of her sex, 
for the female heart has ever been found the dwell- 
ing-place of kindness, where misery, driven from 
every other heait, is sure to find an asylum. la 
what age, or in what country of the world, has wom- 
an forfeited her character as the ministering angel 
of humanity ^ When and where has the female 
bosom abjured the claims of misery, and repudiated 
the virtue of benevoleneel Arctic snows have not 
frozen up the spring of mercy in the female heart, 
nor tropical suns evaporated it. Tyranny has not 
crushed it out, nor barbarism extinguished it. 
Look at Mungo Park, the African traveler, when 
alone in the midst of Africa, and lying down to die 
in want and despair, found by the black women of 
that dark land, carried to their tent, fed, clad, and 
cherished, amid the wild strains of their impromptu 
song, with which they cheered the feelings of his 
heart, and expressed the benevolence of their own. 
Young women, cherish in your bosonis the purest 
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philanthropy. Abhor selfishness — you are made 
for kindness. Oppose not the design of your Cre- 
ator. Do no violence to your own nature. A, 
stony heart becomes not you. A tearless woman 
is a revolting scene in our sorrowful world. She 
may be pure and beautiful as the marble statue, 
but if, withal, she is as hard and cold, who can ad- 
mire her? 

I -can not yet pass from the contemplatiou of 
this sweet and amiable yoimg creature, to behold 
her in her future character, till I have referred again 
to the vail oi modesty under which all this affability 
and kindness was concealed. In listening to her 
language, in witnessing her conduct, will the most 
fastidious, or prudish, or censorious of her sex, find 
aught in any thing she said or did to condemn? 
Did she violate, in the' smallest measure, the deco- 
rum of her sex'? She did not stand to gaze upon 
the stranger and his camels, nor do any thing to 
attract his attention, but was intent upon the object 
for which she came, and was diverted from it only 
by an opportunity thrown in her way, without be- 
ing sought for, to do good. She did not anxiously 
and confidently enter into discoui'se with the man, 
but waited till she was addressed, and then mod- 
estly answered him, with all the decorum due to 
her sex. Vii^n modesty, I know, is the most 
attractive of all female graces. What is intelli- 
gence without it, but the bolder impudence; or 
beauty, but the more seductive snare? There is, \ 
know, a reserve that degenerates into repulsive 
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pride, as, on the other hand, there is a frankness 
tiat corrupts into forwardness. Woman is intended 
neither to avoid man by a bashful timidity, nor to 
court him by an obtrusive advance. A genuine 
modesty guards against each extieme. It is that 
semi-transparent vail, which, by revealing half her 
excellence, makes that more lovely which it reveals, 
and excites desire to know the rest. It is Ker shield 
as well as her vail, repelling all the darts which, 
either by acts, by words, or by looks, any one 
would dare assail her purity. It is also her orna- 
ment, investing all her other excellences with addi- 
tional charms, like the blush of purity upon the 
cheek of beauty. It is her power, by which she 
subdues the heart that is worth the conquest. Yea, 
what is not modesty to woman? Let not down 
your vail, young women. Cast not away your 
shield. Kifle not yourselves of your brightest 
ornament. Enfeeble not your power to influence 
others. Avoid every thing in which the absence 
of this virtue can show itself. See how the want 
of it is reproved by the prophet Isaiah iii. 16-19; 
and the practice of it is enjoined by the apostle 
Paul; "That women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety ; not 
with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array, but which becometh women professing god- 
liness, with good works" — 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. Neither 
in dress, nor in conversation, nor in action, nor in 
the toleration in your presence of improper dis- 
cwurse, violate this law. Chastity is the robe 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



OF KBBEEAH. 301 

which every woman should wear, and of which 
modesty is the golden clasp that keeps it upon 
her, or the fringe that adorns it; and when the 
clasp is lost, the garment is likely to fell off; and 
when the fringe is torn away, or carelessly allowed 
to he trampled upon, the first dilapidation of the 
robe has commenced, till at length it is cast 
away as a disfigured garment, not worth being 
retained. 

I do not wish you to mistake a silly and affected 
bashfulness for modesty. You live not among 
Asiatic ignorance, tyranny, sensuality, and female 
degradation, where woman is used mainly to pander 
to the appetite of her lord, and where by a cruel 
jealousy she is excluded from intercourse with all 
but her fellow-slaves and their common tyrant. 
You are the women of an enlightened age and 
country, where you are admitted on equal Wrms to 
all the enjoyments of social intercourse. Assert in 
this respect your rights; maintain your standing, 
and while you throw off all boldness, cast away 
with it ail unworthy bashfulness. In one of our 
previous sermons we remarked that the over-prudish 
mind, which can never speak to one of the opposite 
sex but with a blush, is not always the purest one 
in reality. 

There are, my young friends, one or two mo- 
raentous lessons for you to learn from Rebekah's 
conduct in after-life — lessons which you must carry 
with you through all your future existence on earth. 
The first is general — a change of circumstances often 
26 
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produces a considerable change of character and 
conduct. How unlike the maid of Nahor was the 
wife in Canaan ! And is it an uncommon thing 
now, for a. change far more extensive and more 
painful than this to be effected by the new condi- 
tion into which marriage brings the female char- 
acter 1 Learn also this special lesson — that we 
should never seek a good end by bad means ; or in 
other words, never do evil that good may come. 
Abhor the great principle and favorite masim of 
Jesuitism, that the end sanctifies the means ; and 
especially in reference to religion, abhor the appli- 
cation and operation of this most detestable princi- 
ple — a principle which is more or less interwoven 
with the whole history of Popery. What crimes 
have been perpetrated by the zealots of Rome in 
the abused name of religion, for the good of the 
church ! The pages of history which record the 
progress of that dreadful apostacy are not only 
stained with blood, but steeped in it. And even by 
other professing Christians, holding a purer creed, 
and animated by a milder spirit, how much Kaa 
been done, ostensibly for religion, but really for 
sectarianism, which is contrary to every principle 
of both the ^aw of love to God, and love to our 
neighbor. Religion refuses to be served by any 
principles of action but its own, and disdains to 
accept whatever is offered it, that is contrary to 
truth, love, holiness, and honor. And as the 
stronger our zeal is for an object, the more we are 
in danger of resorting, in times of difficulty or in 
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prospect of defeat, to unworthy means; so the mora 
fervent we are to promote any religious cause, 
the more watchful we should he against being 
seduced into the use of unholy means to obtain 
success. The wife of baa as ^ht n h r object, 
hut wrong in her means to bt. the blessing for 
Jacob. 

But we must take leave of Rehekah It ia some- 
what remarkable that the s. el na t ve lakes no 
notice of her death, is it that th s act f her history 
has so disrobed her character ot its pnstme beautj , 
that a censure is pionounted upon hei by th a im 
pressive silence' One might ha\e hoped that she 
who came upon oui not ce it first like a bnght and 
lovely Msjon woull ha^c 1 een seen to depart with 
as much gracetulnes'!, simplic ty, and beautj as she 
exhibited when we first siw her with sudi delighted 
attention Is this the onlj inatance of painfiil con 
trast between the maid and the matron — the only 
instance that his disappointed the hopes raised by 
youthful excellences— the cnly mstanee in which 
the full blown flower has nit answered to the Vud ? 
H p Id t ha e been frr thousands it it hid 
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development of the girl into the woman, all that 
waa lovely, and artless, and simple in youthful 
charms, shall, with unbroken and unvarying con- 
sistency, ripen into all that is holy, and estimable, 
and yenerable in the wife, the mother, and the 
matron. 
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Saviour in all thingB,"— TiToa ii. 10. 

■■ Whose adoruiQB let i1; not he that outward adorning 
of plaititLg the hair, and of wearuig of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel ; tut let it t-e the hidden man of the 

ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 



There is in human nature an instinctive pro. 
pensity to decoration. To whatever principle the 
tast« may he traced up, whether to innate percep- 
tion of the beautiful, or to a vain desire to excite 
admiration, the fact is indubitable. It is seen 
equally in savage and in civilized nations : and is 
manifested alike in attention both to their persona 
and their dwellings, and, indeed, to all their social 
customs and usages. The string of shells, of fishes' 
teeth, or hits of bone, round the neck of the Poly- 
nesian, and the blaze of diamonds, or of rubles, 
upon the brow or the breast of our British Quoen, 
indicate the same instinctive propensity. This 
taste, however in many cases it may be altogether 
2fi* 
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corrupted in its object, wrong in its principle, or ex- 
cessive in its d^ree, is in its own nature an imita- 
tion of the worlimansiiip of God, who " by his Spirit 
has garnished the heavens," and covered the earth 
■with beauty. Who can loolt over one of creation's 
loveliest scenes, and hehold the display of elegance 
in ibrm, and beauty in color, which in the flowers 
of the field and garden, in the plumage of the birds, 
in the meandering of the rivers, and the gentle un- 
dulations of the earth's surface, exhibiting wood and 
copse, hill and dale- -and all gilded with the beams 
of the glorious sun, as they are reflected like the 
flashings of the diamond, from sparkling brooks 
and streams — I say, who can witness all this with- 
out being convinced that God himself delights in 
decoration ! He has made a world which he has 
ornamented so profusely, that he has scattered 
beauties where there are no eyes but his own to 
behold them : 

" Fall maoy a gem of purest ray sereoe 

The dark, unfathom'd caves of ocean bear i 
Full maaj a SowV is born to blush unaeen, 
And waste its fragrance od the desert air." 

To reject all idea and eifoit to add the fair to the 
good, the beautiful to the useful, would be to oppose 
and not to imitate — to condemn and not to ap- 
prove — the works of the Great Creator. And, in- 
deed, the people are not known even among CAn's- 
ti^i who do so reject all pretensions to what ia 
ornamental. Even they who conscientiously ce- 
pudiate the pear], the diamond, and the ruby, the 
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of the body. " I will have mercy, and not sacrifice," 
means, " I prefer mei'cy to sacrifice," At the same 
time, there can be no doubt that the words of the 
text took it for granted that women at all tiines are, 
and that the women of those times were, far too 
nmch addicted to ornamental dress ; that they trench- 
ed both upon modesty and economy by their habits ; 
and therefore that in these verses the apostle laid 
down some very important hints as to the principles 
on which Christian women should regulate their at- 
tire. They inculcate modesty in opposition to what 
is immodest : economy in opposition to extravagance. 
" Excessive costliness," says Archbishop Leighton, 
on this passage, '' ai^ues and feeds the pride of the 
heart, and defrauds, if not others of their dues, yet 
the poor of their charity, which in God's sight is a 
due debt too ; and far more comfort shalt thou have 
on thy death-bed, to remember that at such a time, 
' Instead of putting lace on my own back, I helped 
a naked hack to clothing ; 1 abated somewhat of 
my former superfluities to supply the poor with ne- 
cessities ;' far sweeter will this be than to remember 
that, ' I could needlessly cast out many pounds lo 
serve my pride, while I grudged a penny to relieve 
the poor,' " Barnes has given, I think, the true 
meaning of the apostle : " It is not to be supposed 
that all use of gold or pearls as articles of di'ess is 
here forbidden ; but the idea is, that the Christian 
female is not to seek these as the adorning which 
she desires, or is not to imitate the world in these 
personal decorations. It may be a difficult question 
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to settle how mucli ornament is allowaUe, and when 
the true line is passed. But though this can not be 
settled by any exact rules, since much must depend 
on age, and on the relative rank in life, and the 
means which one may possess ; yet there is one 
geuej'al rule which is applicable to all, and which 
might regulate all. It is, that the true line is passed 
when more is thought of this external adorning, than 
of the ornament of the heart. Any external decor- 
ation which occupies the mind more than the virtues 
of the heart, and which engrosses the time and at 
tention more, we may be certain is wrong. The ap- 
parel should be auc/i as not to attract attention ; such 
as becomes our situation; such as will not be par- 
ticularly singular; such as shall leave the impres- 
sion that the heart is not fixed on it. It is a poor 
ambition to decorate a dying body with gold and 
pearls. It should not bo forgotten that the body 
thus adorned will soon need other habiliments, and 
will occupy a position where gold and pearls would 
be a mockery. When the Aearl is right; when 
there is true and supreme love for religion, it is usii- 
ally not difficult to regulate the subject of dress." 

It is somewhat remarkable that Plato, the loftiest 
of all the Grecian sages, has a passage which strik- 
ingly resembles that of the apostle, " Behavior and 
Mot gold is the ornament of a woman. To courte- 
sans, these things, jewels and ornaments, are advan- 
tageous to their catching more admirers ; but for a 
■woman who wishes to ejijoy the favor of one man, 
good behavior is its proper ornament, and noi 
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dresses. And you should have the blush upon your 
countenance, which is the sign of modesty, instead 
of paint ; and worth and sobriety instead of gold 
and emeralds." It is impossible not to notice this 
similarity between the apostle and the philosopher ; 
and equally impossible, one should think, not to 
mark the superiority over the reason of the one by 
the inspiration of the other. " The philosopher is 
of the earth, earthy : the apostle bi'ings the author- 
ity of God, and the power of the unseen world dis- 
tinctly into view. While Plato leads wives to seek 
exclusively the honor which comes from men, Peter 
teaches them to seek the honor that comes down 
from God — the true Judge of excellence, the great 
^Fountain of honor. 

Before we pass from this subject of peraonal 
decoration, we will just notice the very beautifiil 
reference which the apostle makes to that part of 
our nature, which it is to be your chief concern to 
beautify : " Let it be," he says, " the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in 
the sight of God is of great price." How exquis- 
itely is this put. How impressive the ideas which 
are conveyed. It is the decoration of the soul 
rather than of the body, about which Christian 
women should be chiefly solicitous ; and about the 
ornaments that are suitable to its own nature. The 
soul is indestructible and immortal — so should its 
ornaments be. What can jewels of silver or jewels 
of gold do for this ? Can the diamond sparkle upon 
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the intellect 1 or the ruby blaze upon the heart ? or 
the pearl be set in the coascience 1 or the gorgeous 
robe clothe the character? orthe feather or the 
flower wave over the whole renewed and holy na- 
ture? No! The appropriate ornaments of the 
are truth, and holiness, knowledge, faith, hope, love, 
joy, humility, and all the other gifts and graces of 
the spirit — -wisdom, prudence, fortitude, and gentli 
ness — these are the jewels with which the ipn( 
man should he adorned The outer man is corrupt- 
ible. Dust it lb, and unto dust it shall return. 
That heautiful worn in, ghtfeung ir all the profusion 
of diamonds, the admiration and envy of the court 
or the hall room, must, eie long, be a mass of putre 
faction too ghastly to he loolied upon — a hideou 
skeleton — a collection of bones — a heap of dust 
and vrhere then will be the immortal spiiit? and 
will it weai the cast oft jewels of the body 1 O 
no! these remain restued fiom the grasp of the 
king of terrors, only to ornament other bodies, but 
not to prepare then souls for immortal glory. But 
turn now to th'it other female — the woman who, 
regardless of the decoration of the body, was al! 
intent upon the beauty ol the soul — look at her, I 
say, who was clothed with the robe of righteousness 
and the garment of salvation, and decorated with 
the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit. She, too, 
dies, and whatever of beauty there was in her per- 
son dies for a season with her r but the indesti'ucti- 
ble and immortal spirit over which death hath no 
iominion, goes not unadorned into the presence of 
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the Eternal, for tho jewels with which it decorated 
itself ba earth are aa indestructible as its own 
nature, and go with it to shine in the presence of 
God. 

" Men," says the good archbishop already quoted, 
"thiuk it poor and mean to he meek. Nothing is 
more exposed to contempt than the spirit of meek- 
ness ; it is mere folly with men ; but that is no 
matter ; this overweighs all disesteein— it is with 
God of great price. And these are, indeed, as He 
values them, and no otherwise. Though it he not 
the country's fashion, yet it is tho fashion at court; 
yea, it is the King's own fashion ; ' Leani of me,' 
says he, 'fo Ian eek and o ly heart.' Some 
that are CO t e 1 w 11 e d f the prevailing 
fashions there though I ev 1 ve n t at court ; and 
though the p a ants tl k hcn strange dresses, 
yet they rega d not hat but u e tl em as finest and 
best. So ca e ot whit the vorld says: you 

are not to s aj 1 ng m th tl e Desire to have 
both your st ffs and yo fa.1 on from heaven. 
The robe of ! um 1 1 he g^ n e t of meekness, 
will be sent you. Wear them for his sake who 
sends them to you. He will be pleased to see you 
in them, and is not this enough 1 It is never right 
in any thing with «s till we attain to this — to tread 
on the opinion of men, and eye nothing but God's 
approbation."* 

But we now pass from the ornaments of the 

* See Dr. John Brown's maatarly exposition of tliia pas- 
sage of Peter. 
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Christian woman's person to those of her profession, 
and which, indeed, isthechief subject of this sermon. 

There is something impressive in the oxhortatiou 
contained in another of the passages placed at the 
head of this sei'mon ' Adorn Ike doctrine of God 
our Saviour." Even the gieat truth of our Dume 
Saviour, tlie Lord Jesus Christ, is thus repiesented 
as susceptible of decoration on the piit of those 
who profess it. The sentiment conveyed is this — 
the holy life of a consistent Chnstian is an adorn 
ment of the profe sion of this sublime doctrine 
This, more than fl!l splendjr of tasteful architecture, 
or gorgeous forms or imposing certmonies, or any 
thing else which can appeal to the senses, is the 
decoration of Christian dcctimo It is this, as it 
shines forth in the beiuties of holiness, that decor 
ates true piety, 

" Beyond the pomp ihat charms the ejes. 
Or rites adorned with gold." 

A very lat^e proportion of the members of all 
Christian churches are females, and young females 
too. This, on many accounts, is a very delightful 
fiict. It has, however, been sometimes complained 
of, that like others, they are not so anxious to sus- 
tain their profession well, as to make it. And it is 
for their sakes, and to lead them to consider what 
would set off their profession to the best advantage, 
that this sermon is designed. The subject of it 
then is this : as what is ornamental is intended to 
attract attention, to excite admiration, and to fur- 
nish recommendation, it may be inquired, what is 
27 
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that conduct which will secure all this to the pro- 
fession of religion 1 We shall distribute what we 
have to advance on this subject into the four follow- 
ing particulars: 

li^rst. There is a class of things that are spiritual, 
which will have the effect here desired. 

And as incongruity of conduct, iu reference to 
any profession whatever, is a blemish and not a 
beauty, a deformity and not a decoration, remem- 
ber, that inconsistency would be so in you in refer- 
ence to religion. Study your profession, and thur- 
oughly understand what it implies and enjoins. 
Consider well what sanctity of conduct — what spirit- 
uality of mind — what separation from the world 
in spirit and taste — what devotional feelings — what 
^th, hope, love, and humility — what amiahleness 
of disposition and amenity of temper are included 
in the declaration — and that declaration you have 
actually made — I am a Christian, You should 
not have made such a profession if you did not un- 
derstand it, nor mean to sustain it. I must remind 
you, it is a solemn thing to profess to be a disciple 
of Christ, It supposes you to be a new creature, 
that old things are passed away and that all things 
are become new, that you have new principles, 
new motives, new ends of life, new tastes, and 
new pleasures. Now, your profession is to be 
maintained with a due regard to all this. Your 
conduct must comport with it. You must be dis- 
similar in these things, quite so, to those who make 
no profession, Tkey must see the difference as 
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well as fiear of it. You must commend yourselves 
to them as ccnsisteat mlh j ourselves You mu^t 
c<>mpel them to saj Well we do not like hei re 
ligion, 1 ut it IS quite in hirmouy with her protes 
sioti." But what is this consistency* The follow 
ing things will perhaps explain it 

Earneatnesi withcut enthusiasm fanaticism, or 
bigotry. Lukewarmness in any thing is odious 
Earnestness on the other hand excites attention 
and sometimes idmiration even where the object 
is far from commendable, how inu(h moie where 
the object IS holy benevolent ind useiuj It is a 
noble and alofly spectacle to see amid a race of friv 
clous mortals, a soul that is immortal, intent upon 
its own immortality, and a mind that is surrounded 
by the frivolities of this visible world, intent upon 
the realities of the unseen state. Nothing can he 
more dull and repulsive than a lukewarm and heart- 
less profession of religion — a pale, sickly, and shriv- 
eled form, which has all the decay of consumption, 
without its hectic flush or lustrous eye. On the other 
hand, how impressive a spectacle is it to behold a 
young woman, amid the wonderment of some of 
her companions and the laughter of others, rising 
upon the wing of faith and habitual devotion above 
the region of their levities into that of devotion — 
and to see her eye, as it is upturned to heaven, 
sparkling with the beam of eternity that has fallen 
upon it ; to follow her in her ardent career, pursu- 
ing her seraphic course, undeterred by contrary ex- 
amples or opposing influence. Yet there must be 
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no enthusiasm leading her to vioLite the law of 
sobriety — no fanaticism leading her to tie down 
others to all the laws she has imposed upon herself, 
and to cherish a hostile, much less a malignant feel- 
ing toward them, because they seem to differ from 
her in some things which she deems important. 
There must be the most profound humility blended 
with all this intense earnestness, and the mildest for- 
bearance toward others, combined with its own con- 
scientiousness as regards its laws for its own conduct. 
Earnest ess nrples a e olute dete n mt o 
never to allow othe so e fe e w tl ts oo c- 
t s and pu su ts a c u age that dar s to be a 
gul r — a fort t de t b a e oppos t on un ted v th 
a fi n ^e tie ess unde oppos t on and pe seeut on 
It noludes ser ousaess w thout glo fo she vho 

s be t upon e ern y an 1 anx us f r sal at on 
can otb k down nt th le tj of those *ho i e 
all taken up w h fash an se e t ad folly 
U e ther hj d t c udes cl a tell gent 
joy as akes s possessor sat sfied w th her own 
sources of enjoj n e t w tl t e e run ng to the 
a usen e t of the word fo pleasure a d exc te- 
men Tl e joung fen a e p otcssor nust let t be 
seen a d felt thit her rel g on s he bl s and i ot 
her penance — that t s her ong ind he ohoe 
She n ust appear as ad ated v th suni earns and 
not ested w th si ades He cou te a ce ust 
be the dex f a 1 e t at peace — a I s n serene 
a d 1 ippj Ea nes ne n u t be da ed al o 
by an ntell gent and well regulated zeal to 1 ng 
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Others under that influeiice which is the spring of 
its own energies. Mild in persuasion, gentle in en- 
treaty, and with a loving, insinuating manner, the 
female religious professor must aim at the conver- 
sion of others. Usefulness, in the way of iioly act- 
ivity, for the temporal and etenial happiness of 
mankind, must be a conspicuous trait of her charac- 
ter. Selfishness, indolence, and inertness are a dis- 
figuremunt of character, while benevolent activity is 
one of its richest ornaments. 

And, in addition to all this, earnestness means a 
most anxious desire to cultivate tiiat prime virtue in 
the composition of womanly and Christian excellence 
— MEEKNESS. See how this is commended in the paft- 
sa§e we have already quoted from the writings of the 
apostle Peter : "The ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price." 
God values it above all gifts of intellect, delights 
in it above the most splendid genius, honora it 
above all that men delight to honor. It is woman's 
ornament aliove all others; it is her defense, for 
who can oppress the gentleness that never pro- 
vokes, and can scarcely resist or complain. Who 
can wantonly tread on that lowly, lovely floweret, 
which, as it lifts its unpretending head, silently 
says: "Can you crush one that hurts none? 
Nothing is more unsightly than the reverse of 
this — an irritable, discontented, peevish, domineer- 
ing woman. Hence the declaration of the inspired 
Israelitish sage, "It is better to dwell in the corner 
of the housetop alone, than in a wide house with a 
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brawling woman. It ia bet.tej to dwell in the wil 
derness, than with a contentious and angry woman. 
Whoso hidech her hideth the wind." Mr. Jay has 
drawn a beautiful pictui'e of this virtue in his char- 
acter of a Christian wife ; as oue " Who can feel 
neglects and unkindnesses, and yet retain her com- 
posure ; who can calmly remonstrate and meekly 
reprove ; who can yield and accommodate ; who ia 
not 'easily provoked,' and is 'easily entreated;' 
who would endure rathe]' than complain, and would 
yatlier suffer in secret, thiin disturb others with her 
grief." Such is meekness, the highest form of the 
peculiarly Christian, life, and such the ornament of 
female Christian profession. 

But, secondly, I now touch upon another branch 
of the subject, and that is, the importance of social 
excellence to the adornment of religion. 

Great injustice has been done to religion, and a 
great hindrance thrown in the way of its diffusion, 
by those descriptions of it which represent it as an 
abstract thing, almost exclusively appertaining to 
the Sabbath as to time: and to the church as to 
place : a mere matter of devotion — a transaction 
between God and the soul about salvation and 
heaven; but which has nothing or little to do with 
secular affairs, the social I'elations, and the places 
of resort ia human life. In short, a thing which 
looks entirely heavenward, but which casts no 
glance upon earth. This, however, is superstition, 
and we find enough of it in Popery ; which over 
lays with a cumbrous ceremonial the moral duties 
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of the law, as well as the free grace of the gospel ; 
cuts, in many instances, the ties of social life, and 
isolates men and women from their fellows ; and 
by the devotions of the cloister, the convent, and 
the church, superaedes the duties of the house, the 
shop, and the exchange; thus setting forth religion 
as fitting men, as is supposed, for the next world, 
hut having very little to do with their abode in the 
present one. On the contrary, true religion — the 
religion of the Bible — has two aspects : with one, it 
looks up to heaven; with the other, down to earth. 
It gathers all the interests of man under its pro- 
tection and fostering care. Lilto the sun which, 
though fixed in the heavens, pours the flood of hia 
light and glory and cherishing influence upon earth; 
or like the atmosphere which, though above the 
earth, enters into every place upon it, and sustains 
the insects that creep, ab well as the birds that 
soar ; so religion irradiatos with its light, and guides 
by its revelations, and animates with its stimulus, 
and sanctifies by its power, and blesses with its in- 
fluence, all persons, in all their relations, and all 
their interests in this present world, who yield 
themselves up to its authority and government. It 
goes to the palace, and teaches kings their duty ; 
to the legislature, and teaches senators theirs ; to the 
exchange, and teaches merchants theirs ; and to the 
family, and instructs all its members in the various 
duties they owe to each other, as well as to God. 
Beligion is a household thing, a family law ; it lifts 
the latch of the house, and goes in and takes its 
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seat at the family table, and joins the circle round 
the hearth, as well as round the altar; it swells the 
joys of the domestic fellowship, as well as responds 
to the evening prayer, or chants the morning hymn ; 
it founds the duties of the second table of the law 
upon those of the first, employs the loftiest theol- 
ogy to enforce the commonest morality, and enjoins 
the most ordinary obligations of social existence 
by motives drawn from the cross of Christ. 

Hence, then, the tiectssity of paying great atten- 
tion to the varioua duties of social and domestic life. 
We are commanded to let our " light shine before 
men, that they seeing our good works may glorify 
God," So in the beautiful passage quoted from the 
apostle Peter, where he gives directions to Christian 
wives ; he says, " Be in subjection to your own 
husbands, that if they obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives ; while they behold your chaste conver- 
sation coupled with fear." Here again is the fact 
set out, that religion is intended to regulate the inter- 
course, and form the character of domestic and so 
cial life, and that where its influence, so exerted, is 
Been, it must be beneficial to the observers of it. 
We wish to press this most earnestly upon your 
attention, that the faith of the gospel is intended 
and calculated to carry social excellence to the 
very highest perfection. It is the soil in which all 
the seeds of domestic happiness will be-at flourish. 
Hence, then, no profession of religion can be orna- 
mented unless thei'e be a high degree of this. 
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It should not be forgotten that this very often 
flourishes, even apart from religion. Most exem- 
plary instances of the home duties of life are not 
seldom found in those who malte no profession of 
religion. Good husbands and wives, parents and 
children, brothers and sisters, are found on the out- 
side of the circle of vital piety ; a fact which ought 
to make' those who are within it still more anxious 
to be exemplary in the discharge of their obliga- 
tions. A real Christian should excel the unconvert 
ed person, not only ia religion, but in morality. 
She should not only be more holy, but more social- 
ly excellent. She should excel the worldly in those 
things which the latter makes her boast, and rise 
above the level which she has prescribed as her 
highest elevation in moral and social virtue. Select, 
therefore, the most dutiful and affectionate daughter, 
the most kind and attentive sister you can, of this 
class, and say to yourself, " She makes no profession 
of religion, and yet she excels in a manner worthy 
of attention and admiration, in all (he duties of do- 
mestic life. Now, as I do profess religion, I must, 
if possible, be still more exemplary than she is in 
all social obligations, for surely nothing couid pos- 
sibly bring religion into greater disrepute than for 
my parents, or my brothers and sisters, or even the 
servants, to make a comparison to my disadvantage, 
between my conduct and liers." You probably 
have heard of the historic fact of that Roman 
daughter, who, when an aged fether was in his con- 
demned cell and left to starve, all having been pro- 
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hibited from carrying him food, nourished him from 
that same breast which sustained her infant. The 
authorities were so struck with the report, that the 
old man was reprieved, the daughter raised to pub- 
lic esteem, and the prison demolished to make way 
for a temple dedicated to filial vibtub. If pagan- 
ism furnished such an example of devoted affection, 
and if pagans could so admire it, what ought Chris- 
tianity to do , not of course, m the same mode of 
action, but in e\erj other in which genuine and 
strong affection can show itselt If yow would 
adorn your profession, it must be m this way of do- 
mestic excellence There maj be the most seraphic 
piety, so far as the raptures ct devotion go — there 
may be a most punUilious ] erformance ot all the 
rites and ceremonies of religion — there maj be a 
most eager *ntl regular attendance upon all the pub 
lie services of religion — tbei e maj be a flaming zeal 
for the spread of the lel g ous peculiauties of ^ oui 
denomination, but if at the same time there be a 
deficiency of dutj honoi and obedience to jour 
parents, or of k nd interest and affection for your 
brothers and si'iters oi of humane conside lateness 
for the servants all this religious profession will 
only excite disgust and ra se a suspicion of your 
sincerity, and a prejudice against religion itself 
Wo one can po'sibly be attracted to or conciliated 
by a religion which is in any great degree destitute 
of social and domestic excellence. It is a terrible 
taunt to be thrown at any one, ^'Yes, she is, if 
her own profession and suppositior 
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very good Christian ; but it is a pity she is not a 
tetter daughter, a more kind sister, and a iriore ao- 
comreiodating neighbor," The most flaming pro- 
fession must be at once thrown into eclipse by such 
a sarcasm. If you were to study how most effect- 
ually to discredit not only your profession of it, 
but religion itself, you could not be more successful 
than by associating with it such a line of conduct 
as this. I do therefore most solemnly and anx- 
iously entreat you to enter very deeply into the sub- 
ject of the sermon entitled, "The Yoonu Womait 
AT Home." 

Tt is probable that this sermon will be read by 
some who sustain the character of female servants. 
This is a class of persons to be found in all our 
churches, and in some are very numerous ; and I 
take this opportunity of saying that I have many 
such who are among the brightest ornaments of the 
church under my care, and who, by their exemplary 
deportment, do much to recommend religion to 
their employers. Tiieir honesty, diligence, indus- 
try, good temper, and obliging, respectful deport- 
ment, make them the comforts of the households in 
which they live. It is somewhat obser7al)le, that 
the text which speaks of ouv "adorning the doctrine 
of God our Saviour," was addressed to servants. 
And so far as the ornamental parts of religion are 
concerned, as well as its substantial elements, none 
have more occasions, or more favorable circum- 
stances for eshibiting them than female servants. 
Their humble situation, by testing their good tem- 
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per, devotediiess, and submission, gives them an 
opportunity of bringing out into bold and beautiful 
relief all the moi'ally decorative parts of Christian 
piety. On the other hand, there are some who, by 
a lamentable deficiency of these more amiable quali- 
ties, though, perhaps, they may have real religious 
principle, have excited much prejudice against gen- 
uine piety, and led their employers to say, " I am 
not anxious again to have what are called religious 
servants, for in most things they are no better, and 
in some they are worse than others." 

Thirdly. There are inielkclual ornaments of 
your profession, which you should seek both on 
fJieirown account and on that of religion. True it 
is that genuine and consistent religion is its own reo- 
ommendation, and depends upon nothing extraneous 
for its real value. Still, as there are those who 
have imbibed prejudices against it, and have taken 
up mistaken views of its nature, as if it were at war 
with the gifts of tlie intellect and the graces of the 
character, it would be well to disabuse their mmds, 
and by your attainments, atcomplishments, and 
your elegance, to convince them that piety is not, 
as they may suppose, another name for ignorance, 
stupidity, and vulgarity. Foi their sikes, then, as 
well as for your own pleasure, cultivate your minds 
by study. Acquire an eager thirst for knowledge. 
Be fond of reading, and of the besl kind of reading. 
Disprove the slander that girls usually are only- 
fond of tales and novels, of love-stories, and female 
adventures or heroism. Love knowledge, desire 
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rive at truth, be anxious to investigate the 
* of nature ; and covet to enrich your 
minds with the treasure dug up and distributed in 
such abundance in this wonderful age. Store your 
minds with this wealth. But let other faculties be 
brought into exercise besides your memory ; culti- 
vate your judgment; be inquisitive, reflective, dis- 
criminating. There are many young persons whose 
memory is a store-iiouse crowded with facts, names, 
and dates, but who are lamentably deficient ailer 
all in judgment. They may talk French, quote 
histoi'y, and display other accomplishments, but 
their intellect is too feeble to form, to hold, or'to 
defend an opinion of their own. We do not, of 
course, expect all women to be profound logicians, 
or subtle metaphysicians, but most tolerably well- 
educated females may, by vigorous and welbsus- 
tained eiJbrts, arrive at some maturity of sound 
judgment. Let it then be seen that the highest of 
all wisdom and knowledge does not lea^J you to 
despise the lower kinds; lest those who are adepts 
only in the lower kinds, may, by what they see in 
you, despise that which is the highest. Make it 
clear that they who are the children of God are 
most solicitous to become acquainted with all the 
works of their Heavenly Father, not excepting the 
wonders and glories of creation. Convince the 
worshipers of the God of nature, or rather of the 
God, Nature— that while you are chiefly anxious to 
pass on and worship Him who sits enthroned 
between the cherubim, upon the mercy-seat in the 
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Holy of Holies, jou can bow and adore uith thtra 
in the vestibule of his temple — ascend with them 
to the highe^it altitude of eaithly subjects and gen 
eral knowledge, and when, like buds of wejlcpr 
pinions and dimmer vision, they droop the wing 
and stop their flight, do you, like the eagle soaiing 
still upward to the sun, pureue y our heaven-bound 
course, and rise into the regions of celestial splendor. 

Nearly allied to this is tante, or a perception and 
love of the beautiful and sublime in nature, in lit- 
erature, in accomplishments, in conduct, yea, and 
in Holy Scripture. The Bible is full of instances 
of this. With a correct literary taste, you will 
relish more even this bread of life, that came down 
from heavew — the Word of God. Inspiration has 
garnished its page with beauties that are hidden 
from eyes whose vision has not been strengthened 
by education. The Scripture is a paradise of flow- 
ers to be admired, as well as of fruits that are to 
be eataii. 

Taste, displayed even in what are called accom- 
pliskmenU, is ornamental to piety, when not carried 
to excess. As in a former sermon I observed, even 
these elegant trifles are not to be despised. True, 
it is a sin for a Christian woman to spend hours and 
hours of each precious day in the fashionable modes 
of killing time, by embroidery, crotchet, painting, 
languages, and music, to the neglect of religion, 
useful reading, and all benevolent effort. It is 
truly affecting to sec a rational, immortal, and ac- 
countable creature, dwelling in this world of igno- 
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ranee, sin, and misery, which she could do some- 
thing to enlighten, reform, ancl bless, and she on 
her way to eternity and the bar of God, consumiDg 
so much of the best and preparatory period for her 
h h w Id a d he nest, in work- 

g p d wing them upon 

p p pi y g a d g or in acquiring 

(j F h I 1 L me not, however, 

t, d re d 1 ha rigid utilitarian 

a I h d f h rely excellent in 

h 1 te f I Ij 1 and admire the 

am 1 I II f D ric strength, but 

(1 f I g d inthian elegance. 

I am not for young women laying down the needle 
and the pencil, nor for their leaving the piano silent 
and untouched, nor the grammars of foreign Ian- 
guagea unlearned. No such thing! Religion for- 
bids not these matters. Nature, and the Bible, too, 
are full of the sweetest embroidery and enameling, 
full of music and painting, and ail the varieties of a 
language not our own. histesd of forbidding what 
can add embellishment to the female character, I 
enjoin it. Woman, formed to please, yea, made in 
Paradise, where beauty was in perfection, and 
where thy first lessons on taste were taught by the 
Great Master of all created beauty — go on to be. 
sprinkle thy character, and interweave thy conduct 
with every flower of elegance; and especially, 
Christian woman, let it be seen by thy sex, that 
thou hast not so learned Christ as to throw off that 
delight in the picturesque, the tasteful, and the deo- 
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orative, with which, when he pointed to the lily, 
the vine, the birds, and the flocks, he was pleased 
to enliven and adorn his own discourses. To me it 
is always a beautiful sight to behold the robe of 
righteousness, and the garment of salvation, in 
which genuine piety is ever attired, adorned, though 
not encumbered, with the jewels of elegant accom- 
plishments and tasteful decoration. Now, all this 
is important to you as young, unmarried women ; 
and how is the importance of it augmented by 
looking forward and contemplating yourselves in 
future life, as wives and mothers. Without intelli- 
gence and taste, are you fitted to be the companion 
of anise ind sensible man, or to preside with advant- 
age over the education of children? Remember 
the character of th? age in which you live. But 
even in these days of knowledge and taste, we know 
very well that the aptness and ability of a good 
housewife are always invaluable ; for it is a poor 
commendation to «ay of a woman, " She is exceed- 
ingly well informed in all the literature of the day, 
quite learned but ■she knows very little of house- 
hold aiTairs." I believe her husband often thinks, 
if he does not say, "I would dispense with a great 
deal of her bookishness and her knowledge, if I 
could have the house kept in better condition, and 
enjoy a little more comfort at home." Still, a 
a wife and a mother, to all the household pre-requi- 
sites, should and may add intelligence and taste. 
It is, indeed, the perfection of womanly character, 
at once to " look well to the ways of her house- 
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hold," and also, to "open licr iii 
How iiiiprcsaive find aLtracUvc 
a pious, wcll.infoi'nic(3, accomplished woman, Te- 
spectod .as well as beloved by her hHabmid, as his 
intelligent companion, esteemed by Iiis guests^ and 
looked nji lo wilh confidence, reverence, and nfleo- 
tion by her eliildrcn, over whoso j^'cneral education 
she presides with dignity and ability. 

Foiirlkly. There arc some thiiigs which arc not 
reducible to cither of tlic other heads, and which 
may, therefore, be called gmicral excellences of a 
decorative nature. These have been already dwelt 
upon in forjncr discourses, and therefore need only 
bo briefly mentioned iiere. We find tlicm set forth 
in the early character and conduct of Robeliah, in 
which we beheld modesty wltiiont sil^n^, frank- 
ness without forwardncas, courtesy without afiect- 
atioii, and coinplSsanee without s ervilit y.. In short, 
all that inaidenly reserve wliioli would restrain 
whatever is obtrusive, rude, impudent, and bold, 
and which yet would allow of an artless, ingenuous, 
and unembarrassed mode of intercourse with the 
other sex. We have sometimes seen good women 
so bold, so obtrusive, so imposing, as to repel and. 
disgust. *We could not doubt that there was really 
some religious pi'inciplc at the bottom of all this, 
hut it was so overlaid with this somewhat indecor- 
ous snrfiice that it could scarcely be seen. In some 
cases it has happened that even the very profession 
of religion, 
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;hould have led them to draw 
I of modest reserve, has led Uiem Kt 
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throw it oir altogetliei', and tliey socnlotl to net aa 
if tho Christian name, wbicli oiiglit to lie a j^uaran- 
tee foi- all that is meek and gentle, ia a sanction 
for nnneenily forwardness. On tlio contrary, tbcro 
arc otliera, wliose profession of religion lias so an- 
ointed tliein with the odors of assiimed sanctity, so 
stiffened ihem into prudish reserve, and so distorted 
the simplicity of nnturo with the formalism of a 
gloomy superstition, tliat they are repulsive as 
specters, and lead many to e.\claiin, "if this lie 
religion, it may bo pare, hut it is snrejy unlovely, 
and one should imagine as niifit (or hi'avei!, where 
all is joyous, as it is for earth, where, if happiness 
be wanting. Hits certainly can not supply it." 

Good temper, or amiability, is essential to the 
adornment of aChristian profession. Tins haslieen 
alluded to already in more jilaecs than one, lint its 
importance justifies its reputitiou. 1 have already 
admitted that there is a great dificronco, in this 
respect, in natural constitution. Hence it costs 
some immensely more pains to acquire a small 
di^ree of tins cxcellenoe, than it does in others to 
manifest ten times the anioimt. And really there 
may bemorcofprincipleand virtue in the modicum 
of the one than in the abundance of the other. 
Some indulgence should, therefore, be shown to 
those who are Iiorn with a Grabbed disposition, and 
they should not always be judged with too harsh a 
severity. We see the fault, but not the contriiiou 
with which it is followed; nor do we witness the 
deep self-abasement which the ebullition of tlie mo- 
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ination 'i I3 it a blemish rather than a heauty, to 
he able to consider what, in all circumstances, is 
best to be done, and to be able to do it well — to 
act from principle rather than from impulse, and 
'to be guided by I'casun rather than by feeling— to 
weigh worcia before they are spoken, and estimate 
actions before they ai'e performed % Is not propri- 
ety beauty t Are freaks and caprices, whime and 
eccentricities, imprudences and lollies, ornaments? 
Yes, in the estimation of that silli/ girl, and in hers 
alone, who would rather be smiled at for her wild- 
ness and her weakness, than commended for her 
more solid excellence. What kind of a mother is 
this ronaantio and wayward creature likely to make 1 
Let the Christian young woman be very jealous, 
then, of this romanticism, and consider it is not ia 
keeping with the dignity and sanctity of religion. 
The matrons are admonished by the apostle to teach 
the young women to be sober — a word that relates 
not, there, to wine, but to a pi'udent thoughtfulness. 
Such, then, are the ornaments of early female 
religious profession. It has been all along through 
this discourse supposed that there may be much of 
real piety, without some of these accompaniments — 
a rough, unpolished godliness, a measure of real, but 
unadorned religion. One young female may be very 
sincere in her professiou, and yet have an unmorti- 
fied infirmity of temper; another may be very 
illiterate or weak-minded ; another maybe guilty 
of various little inconsistencies, which tarnish the 
beauty of her profession; another may be rash, 
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restless, and imprudent; another may be spii-itually 
proud, and aometliing like affectedly sanctimonious ; 
another may be wanting in agreeable and accom- 
modating home excellences. In all these ways, and 
in various others, religion may be disparaged, shorn 
of its beauty, rendered less attractive, and made 
even repulsive to those who observe it, " Let not 
your good," said the apostle, " be evil spoken of." 
Religion is itself so transcend en tly excellent, being 
the highest glory of man, the image of God, and 
the temper of Heaven, that it should be exhibited 
to the greatest possible advantage. Who that 
wore the portrait of some dear friend, or suspended 
a picture of th ' th ' 1 Id not 

h fi g f the 

p a of 

P g CO h dust 

Ri R h h g that 

ca m p guide 

h d come, 

H m e all 



H 



g te 



^ g they 

p J d ce against true godlmess, and 
we should thus cast stumbling-blocks in their way. 
How anxious should we feel, and how studious 
should we be, to invest our profession with the 
whatsoever things are lovely, that others, beholding 
our good works, our peace of mind, our meekness, 



Ho^twGooglc 



OSNAMENTS OP FEMALE PROrESSION, 335 



gentleness, and kindness, our usefulness and humil- 
ity, should be won to Christ ; that so, if they wilt 
not love religion, in the first instance, for its own 
sake, they may be conciliated to it by the orna- 
ments with which, in our case, it is deoorated. 

Before this sermon is concluded, I may, with 
great propriety, suppose that some will read it who 
have made no profession of religion, who are in 
visible connection with no Christian church, and 
are living in the habitual neglect of the Lord's Sup- 
per. Making no profession of religion ! How is 
this? Have you none to profess? Melancholy 
idea! No religion! Better, I admit, not to pro- 
fess at all, than to profess what you do not possess, 
and thus add hypoci'isy to other sins. But is it 
not painful and fearful to think of a rational, 
immortal, sinful being living without penitence, 
prayer, faith, and love? How can you live an- 
other hour without it, in such a state? What aio 
all the intellectual ornaments spoken of above, 
without personal piety, but a garland of beautiful 
flowers around the brow of a corpse ; or but as 
diamonds sparkling on the breast of death? Oh, 
for your soul's sake, live no longer without remem 
bering your Creator in the days of your youth. 

Others, perhaps, will read this discourse, who, 
though partakers of true faith in Christ, and love to 
God, are not yet professors of the religion they 
possess. We again say, how is this? Have you 
pondered that language of the apostle : " With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 
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the mouth confession is maJe u to salvaton"— 
Rom, X. 10. And that solemn j net o ofChrist, 
when he instituted the sacred 8 ppe Do this in 
remembrance of me." Is this the command you 
except from the law of the New Testament as the 
only ono you feet at liberty to disobey 'i This one 
— so tender, so pathetic, so loving ! This — deliv- 
ered in sight of the cross, and only a few hours be- 
fore our Lord endured those ironies by which you 
are saved ! What ! neglect the command of dying 
love ! A command so positive, an invitation so 
gracious, an injunction, obedience to whicli is at 
once so honorable, so happy, and so useful. What 
is your reason for this neglects Do you tremble 
to make a profession because it is so awful t Does 
not this arise from superstitious rather than religioua 
dreads Awful! to profess the faith you exercise, 
an^ to commemorate the death of Christ ? Have 
you not mistaken the design of the Lord's Supper 
as simply a commemorative ordinance, and are you 
not contemplating it as enveloped with the mystery 
in which sacerdotal assumption has wrapped it up ? 
But, "you tremble to make a profession, lest you 
should dishonor it, as so many have done." They 
have, indeed, and the painful fact should lead to 
caution, self-examination, and earnest prayer for 
grace, that another stumbling-block should not be 
furnished by you. But, the very fear, will, if sin- 
cere, be your preservation from the object of your 
dread. The path of duty is the way of safety. 
Besides, are you less likely to sin without the pale 
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of communion, than within if We invite jou, 
therefore, if you Me pirtaltere of true faith, to pro- 
fess, or to use a Scnptunl sjnonym, to confess it. 
Tiie communion of =ainta, and the partieipati(jn of 
the Lord's Supper will strengthen by God's grace 
the principle, and call foith the e\ercise of the Di- 
vine life, and be at once jour honor and your joy. 
And, as to you who are already to be found in the 
fellowship of the faithfu), we congratulate you on 
the choice you have made, and oa the decision to 
which you have come. To your pastors it is a 
source of unspeakable pleasure to receive you 
among the number of the followers of the Lamb. 
You, in au especial manner, are our hope, and joy, 
and crown of rejoicing, inasmuch as we look to you, 
and those who may descend from you, to fill up the 
places of the more aged disciples, when they, ac- 
cording to the course of nature, shall be removed to 
the church triumphant. Acknowledge practically 
and gratefully the grace you have received from the 
Lord, by using your influence with labor and judg- 
ment, to engage other young persons, your rela- 
tives, and companions, to come and share with you 
the privileges, and enjoy the blessings of Christian 
communion. And to give efiect to your persua- 
sions, exhibit all the beauty of consistent example. 
Let religion be seen in you, combining with all its 
sanctities and spiritualities, that amenity of life, 
that amiability of temper, general intelligence, cor- 
rect taste, and social eseellence, which shall pre- 
possess thein in favor of genuine piety. Make it 
29 
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evident to them, that true godlines 
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mired, be strung together upon the golden thread 
of eminent piety, and be hung like a necklace 
of heavenly pearls round your profession. Thus 
■ God yodb Saviour ih 



Ho^twGooglc 



I Sistniii iinii ifjimtttt nf ffinrtlia niin 
Jtiimi nf attlinni. 



1 receiiTBd hira into ijer house. And slie had a 
called Mary, wMuli alag aat at Jesus' feet, and 
his word. But Martha -was Gumbered about 

lot oatB that my eiater iath. lefc ms to serTS 
' bid ier therefoTS that she help ma. Aad 
aEBWBied and said untQ lier, Martlia, Maltha, 



This beautiful little gem of sacred history is re- 
plete with instruction in reference to every one of 
the individuals which it brings before us. It is a, 
group of charactei^, each possessing its own pecu- 
liar excellence and interest. How much does it 
say for the condescension, kindness, and fidelity of 
the chief personage of the scend ; and not less for 
the feelings and the excellences of the other two. 
In the person and conduct of Jesus Christ are 
always comciiie^, without being confounded, all 
the uncreated glories of the godhead, and all the 
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milder beauties of the perfect man ; and if, in the 
admiration of his humanity, we me not to lose sight 
of his divinity, so neither in the contemplation of 
his divinity are we to forget his humanity. Human 
nature had its consummation in him — he is its rep- 
resentative in its best estate — the pattern, man. 
His greatness did not raise him above any branch 
or naanifestation of goodness. Is friendship one of 
the virtues of our nature — one of the i}onds of 
society-— one of the blessings of life — a sweet and 
lovely flower that unfolds its beauty and exhales its 
fragrance in the garden of our social existence? 
Behold in Jesus Christ this virtue in perfection ! 
He had his attachments, not indeed capricious ones ; 
they were all founded on adequate reasons for tjieir 
selection and exercise; but he hud them. His 
nature was susceptible of special regards. He felt 
more complacency iu some persons than he did in 
others, whom still he loved. He does so now. 
Hence the groundlessness of the cavil against 
Christianity that it nowhere positively enjoins the 
practice of friendship; foj" it does more — it exhibita 
it in the character and conduct of its Divine 
Founder. For "Jesus loved Martha, and her sis- 
ter, and Lazarus ;" and this was so well known, 
that when Lazarus was ill, " his sisters sent unto 
Christ, saying, Lcrd, behold he whom thou lovest ia 
sick." And where shall we find a more beautiful 
manifestation of friendship than is described in the 
gospel narrative of Christ's conduct v.'.ien Lazarus 
was dead ? 
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In entering upon this interesting history, 1 may 
observe, that it is one of the peculiarities of our 
Saviour's diacoui'ses that he often takes occasion to 
graft general truths on special incidents— makes 
comparatively small occurrences the vehicle of mo- 
mentous instructions, and in a few words says all 
that is necessary to bring everlasting truth, in some 
important view of it, home to all times and circum- 
stances. Standing on the spiritual central-point, he, 
■without violence, entwined the minutest and least 
important circumstances of the present with the 
loftiest eternal verities. Thus in the conduct of 
the two sisters before us, he places together the 
nothingness of all love and care for the body, in 
comparison with care for the soul and solicitude 
about that which is everlasting. 

Bethany was a little village about two miles from 
Jerusalem, inhabited as a suburban retreat by 
many wealthy and respeetable Jews. Tliere dwelt 
Martha, who appears to have been the elder sister, 
and mistress of the house, her sister Mary, and a 
brother, named Lazarus, Whether the sisters were 
maidens or widows, we are not informed. All we 
we know of the family is— and it is the best and 
most worthy thing to be known of them — that they 
were all united, not only by the ties of nature, but 
of grace— they were all one in Christ, partakers 
of "the common salvation," by a "like precious 
feith." 

In the bosom of this little quiet and holy family 
e Jesus occasionally found repose after 
2S* 
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the bodily fatigues and mental suiFerings of the un- 
bp.lieving dty; foi- his humanity was susceptible 
of both these, indeed, of all the sinless infirmities 
of our nature, and even of the relief afforded by 
rest and pious converse. " O happy house," saya 
the pious Bishop Hall, "into which the Son of God 
vouchsafed to set his foot ! O blessed women, that 
had grace to be the hostesses to the Lord of heaven 
and earth ! How should I envy your felicity herein, 
if I did not see the same favor, though in a different 
way, if I be not wanting to myself, lying open to 
me." There are two ways of receiving Christ — in 
himself, by opening the door of our hearts by faith ; 
and in his members, by opening our hands by 
charity, and our doors bj hospitality And Christ 
■will esteem himself better served m these ways, 
that! he would, were he again upon earth, by being 
entertained in our houses 

On one occasion, when the divine visitant made 
his 'appearance by an unexpected advent, Martha, 
as the head of the household, the presiding spirit of 
the domestic economy, with an anxiety prompted 
by a loving and generous heart toward her illus- 
trious guest, not altogether, perhaps, unmixed with 
a desire to display hei akill in good housewifery, 
set about providing the best and fullest entertain- 
ment the larder could afford "We can see her in 
the fullness of her cares and the activity of her tem- 
per, cheei-fiilly and busily engaged in getting ready 
the supper. Ejeing everj thing with minute in- 
spection and provident forethought, that nothing 
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might be wanting that was worthy either of her 
Lord or of herself. Generous but mistaken woman, 
dost thou know so little of thy Lord as to imagine 
he needs or can be gratified with all this culinary 
eare and carnal provision t Hadst thou never 
heard what he once said to his disciples when 
pressed to take food ? " My meat and my drink 
ave to do the wil! of my Father ii 1 a a Y t 
it was love, though mistaken love. I t j h 
saying to herself, " Can I ever do gh f h 

who deserves infinitely more that all I on d 
Cheerfully will I give him the best I la and h 
most I am able to peiform. To g J d 

labor for him are my delight. He has my heart and 
he shall have my hand, my feet, my house, my all." 
And where all this while was Maryl Eagerly 
availing herself of the precious opportunity afforded 
by the presence of the Great Teacher, sitting at his 
feet to receive instruction. Such a season, might 
never return; and she was determined to make the 
best of it by listening to every word the Saviour 
said. Yet we are not to suppose that Martha bad 
not been at the Master's feet at all, listening to any 
part of Christ's instructions, for it is said of Maiy 
that " she also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his 
word," evidently implying that some other had been 
there also, whicfi no douht was Martha ; who, just 
then, like some of her sex, thinking of the house and 
its duties while in the sanctuary and service of 
God, recollected the supposed necessary provision 
to be made, and somewhat abruptly rose up and 
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retired from the presence of Chriat to the scene of 
her domestic solicitude, leaving Mary to be feasted 
by Christ, while she goes to make a feast for him, 
" I know not," says the good bishop already quoted, 
" how to censure the holy women for an excess of 
cai'e to welcome her Saviour." 

How apt are we Co measure other people's sense 
of propriety, and rightnesa of conduct^ by our own, 
and to blame them for not exercising their religion 
and expressing their love and obedience to Christ 
in our mode. Mary, perhaps, wondered that Mar- 
tha could on any ground whatever cease to listen 
to the instruction of Christ, while Martha wondered 
no less that Mary could sit still and be a learner 
when she ought to have been active as a provider. 
Martha would be ready to blame Mary for her 
want of love in keeping Christ talking when she 
should have been caring for his refreshment; while 
Mary would be apt to blame Martha for the luke- 
warmneas of her regard, in not eagerly catching 
every word that fell from his lips. Let us learn 
that all may equally love Christ, who do not take 
exactly the same mode of showing it. Goodness 
has great latitude, and is very ingenious ia its 
modes. It is uniform in essentials, but multiform 
in circumstantials. 

After waiting some time, and expecting Mary to 
come out and assist her, and after often, perhaps, 
casting a silent but reproachful look at Mary, as 
the door stood ajar, and she saw her still sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, Martha's patience could endure 
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it no longer, and in uaseemly haste, and ruffled 
temper, and irreverent manner, she entered the 
room, and thus addressed herself to Christ : " Lord, 
carest thou not that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone 1 Bid her that she come and help me." 
It was a sad speech, which, in her cooler moments, 
she must have condemned. It was irreverent to 
Christ, for it accused him in angry tone of neglect 
of her comfort. It was unkind to her sister, for it 
implied that she was wanting both in love- to Christ 
and to herself. It was well she had one to deal 
with who knoweth our frame, and rememlDereth we 
are but dust. Why did she appeal first to Christ, 
and an-aign her sister at his bar'! Might she not 
have beckoned her away, or whispered in her ear^ 
Or why, when she saw her so devoutly engaged, 
did she not leave her to her rapt enjoyment, and 
say : " Happy sister, to be thus enjoying thy Lord's 
presence and instructions; would I could feel at lib- 
erty from these cares, and be at thy side; but 
somebody must provide for the comfort of the 
Master, and this belongs to me." Those are not 
always in the right who are most forward in their 
appeals to God. Many are more an-dous to get 
God on their side, than to be on the side of God; 
and we must therefore take heed lest we expect 
Christ to espouse our unjust and groundless quar- 
rels. I am afi'aid there was in Martha's mind at 
this time a little of that envy and ill-will which is 
not unfrequently felt by one person at witnessing 
the superior piety of auotber. The more eminent 
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religion of one professor is oft«n felt to be a re. 
proach to those who are lukewarm and worldly, 
and is therefore really in some eases the cause of 
ill-will and dislike. 

We do not find that Mary uttered a syllable in 
reply to this vehement accusation. I can fancy her 
lifting up her meek and invoking eye to the Saviour, 
with a look which seemed to say, " Oh, my Loi-d, I 
leave the vindication of my love to thee, and to my 
sister, in thine hands," Gentle spirit! may wo 
learn of thee when we are complained of for well- 
doing, to seal up oar lips in silenc«, and to expect 
our righting from above. And how surely will 
Jesus undertake our cause, and bring forth our 
righteousness as the light, and our judgment as the 
noonday. Christ, when he might have retorted 
with a keen and cutting severitj , replied onlj w ith 
a kind but faithful answer in which he firat rebuked 
her, and then justihed and commended her sisti.r 
The verj repetition of her name is instructive, as 
showing how much m earnest and how serious 
Christ was m this act of reproof "Martha, Mir 
tha ," as if he had said, " Oh, woman, thou art very 
wrong." Though the wrong-doing was out of love 
to him, he reproved it; for, as many as he loves, 
he rebukes and chastens. No faults, mistakes, or 
sins, are more dangerous than those which originate 
in misdirected love ; and none should be more faith- 
fully, yet tenderly pointed out to those who com- 
mit them, as there are none which the deceitfulness 
of the human heart wiii he so backward to see and 
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e which it will be more ready to excuse 
The ill directed love of friends is 
sometime? mote mischievous to others than the 
rpiu hostility of foes. Now observe the rebuke 
of Je'sus. 'TAou art careful and troubled about 
many things — but one thing is needful. Thy mind 
IS full of unnecessaiy anviety about those domestio 
matters, and hurried about by a restless agitation. 
And whit thou discov crest on the present occasion, 
I'j too much thj wont on others. There is one 
thing far moie important, and far more needful, 
than sU these mattera, which, by losing the oppor- 
tunitj I now aflord thee of receiving instruction, 
thou art sadly neglecting, I mean the care and 
salvation of tliy immortal soul,"* 

* It has been contended by some, that by the one thing 
needfiil, our Lord intended to suggest to Martha, tliat in- 
stead of the abundance she was preparing, the maay yai 
ties of food she was about to place upon the table, one d 
only was necessary, I will not deny that thia might seem 
to harmonize with the occasion ; muoh less will I deny that 
it would furnish on the part of our Lord a perpetual, and 
merited, and justly called-for rebulsE to that unnecessary 
and sinful care, trouble, and eipenae on the part of pro- 
fessing ChristianB, to proTide costly entertainments for 
their friends. Good John Newton has some admirable re- 
marks on the subject of entertainments given to ministers. 
" Some of ua wonld be better pleased, whatever kindness 
our friends design to show us, to be treated less sumptu- 
ously, and in a way more conformable to the simplicity of 
our Chriatian profession. We would not wish to be ooii- 
sidered as avowed epicures, who can not dine well without 
a variety of delicacies ; and if we conld suppose that such 
cost and variety were designed to remind us how much 
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Having rebuked Maitha, our Loi'd next vind; 
cates her sister, whom abe had so severely and ua- 
meritedly reproached, ''■Mary hath chosen that 
good part which can not be taken from, her.'''' By the 
good part, we are to understand her sitting at 
Christ's feet to hear his words, rather than bustling 
about in domestic matters. That was the good 
part for the moment, but I believe our Lord meant 
to extend his meaning in what ho said to each of 
the sisters, to their habitual character and conduct, 
and as he intended, when he said to Martha, she 
was too careful and too much troubled about many 
things, to describe her usual temperament, so when 
he said that Mary had chosen the good part^ he de- 
signed to describe her uniform attention to the high 
and sacred concern of religion, and to represent her 
,as one who had given herself to the pursuit of eter- 
nal salvation. This was matter of choice, and 
neither of compulsion nor of unintelligent and 
heartless formality. She voluntarily took up a life 
of piety ; and in doing this, had secured an inherit- 
ance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 

better ire fare abroad than at borne, we might think it 
rather an insult than a, lomplimeEt." The critioiam, how- 
eTet. which would make our Lord refer to such thinga, is 
obyicusly a false one ; for as Mary's conduct is opposed to 
that of Martha's, that nhich she chose, the good part, must 
be the same as the one thing needful ; and if the one tiling 
needful means nne dish, Mary's good part must also be one 
dish, which she chose, or provided, rather than the many 
which her sister was intent upon. But this is trifling with 
Scripture, rather than eiplaining it. 
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away. We reserve, for the conclusion of the ser- 
mon, some remarks on this description of true 
piety. How difficult is it to inflict reproof, and not 
excite anger, and bestow deserved praise without 
doing mischief by inflating vanity. No such injury 
was done in this case. The effect, however, both 
of the censure and of the praise, we have reason to 
hope, though it is not recorded, was beneficial ; for, 
in a subsequent chapter of this scriptural history, 
to which we shall presently have occasion to refer, 
we find the two sisters equally conjoined in affec- 
tion, and Martha herself considerably improved. 

I shall now attempt an analysis and discrim- 
inating delineation of the character of these two 
sisters, I have already remarked that they were 
in one, and that the most important feature, alike 
— they were both pious women — they both loved 
Qirist. And what is religion without love to the 
Saviour ? In making the inquiry after true piety, 
fix your attention, concentrate your thoughts, ter- 
minate your researches, settle your conclusions, on 
this simple, but comprehensive idea — it is a scriptu- 
ral, supreme, practical, grateful, love to Christ. This 
Martha, as we have already asserted, undoubtedLy 
possessed, as well as Mary. She, too, notwithstand- 
ing her fellings, could have returned the same answer 
as did Peter, " Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou 
knowest that I love thee." Underneath the too great 
superficial earthlinees of that careful and troubled 
mind, there burned a sacred fire of strong attachment 
to the Saviour. With this sameness of general char 
30 
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aoter, there were circumstantial diffeiences. Just 
as we have seen two flowers springing from the 
same root, possessing the same general character- 
istics, yet one bending more toward the earth than, 
the other, which stands erect, and opens its petals 
more expansively to the sun. Martha and Mary 
are the exemplars of the peculiarities of two distinct 
varieties of character and religious tendencies One, 
the type of a naturally energetic, the other, of a 
quiescent mmd One exhibiting eicellenee m 
acting, the other in repute One, a life busily 
devoted to externals, «uch ai is frequently seen m 
this passing world , the other of talra self devotion 
to the divine, as the one thing needful In the one 
we see the contemplative, musing and feeding in 
silence upon holy thoughts, and looking up in rapt 
meditation into he-nen, in the other we see the 
practical, now laMshmg her mdefatgible cares upon 
a brother whom she love, and now ministering in 
ordinary life to a Saviour whom she adoies, in 
voking him in the bitterness of grief, and blessing 
him in the joy of deliveianoe In one, too much of 
the busy, careful, anxious housewife ; in the other, 
perhaps, too much of the contemplative quiescent 
devotee. You can not mistake all this ; it is patent 
to every reader. There was much that was good 
and useful in Martha's character. She possessed 
great quickness, alertness, and energj, together with 
a certain practical ability and good sense, qualifying 
her both for taking a lead herself, and for giving an 
impulse to others ; so that she was well fitt«d for 
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going througli with any work to be done, and 
always awake to the common calls and the com 
moti cares of the ordinary domestic routine of life. 
And more than this, she was eminently qualified to 
work her way, and to help others to do the same, 
through those emergencies of trouble and of diffi- 
culty which not unfrequently occur in the changeful 
scene of human existence. It is a blessed temper- 
ament, my young friends, to have that noble hardi- 
hood, and untiring energy, and undaunted boldness 
of character, which can grapple with difficulty, sur- 
mount obstacles, and, instead of being crushed by 
misfortune, can rise triumpliantly above it. 

But, then, such a temperament has its dangers, 
and Martha fell into them. She was impetuous, 
irritable, intolerant, and somewhat rude. She waa 
angry that others were not as energetic as herself, a 
common fault with persons of such a turn of mind. 
She could not .make allowance for their difference 
of disposition. She was, however, an excellent 
woman after all, "Mary was characterized by 
more depth of thought, more reflection, more sen- 
sibility. She was more easily engrossed by an 
affeeting scene, or any spiritual subject ; more alive, 
at any time, to one single profound impression, and 
apt to be abstracted from other concerns," 

We see the characteristics of these two sisters 
brought out in an affecting scene in their after-his- 
tory, to which I will now advert, and for the par- 
ticulars of which I refer you to the eleventh and 
twelfth chapters of the gospel by John. 
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in an alarming form enteied this little family at 
Bethany, and arrested Lazarus. Jesus was at that 
time in Bethabara, about thirty miles fj'om Bethany. 
In the agony of their grief, the sisters dispatched a 
messenger to Christ, under supposition that he 
would come and restore their brother to health. 
Lazarus, it should seem, expii'ed soon after the mes- 
senger left. On receiving the information, Christ, 
who knew all about the matter, and who knew also 
what he would do, lingered upon the spot two 
whole days, in order that the miracle he was about 
to work might, from the circumstances of a longer 
continuance of death, be the more signal and con- 
vincing. At length he set out for Bethany. Ob- 
serve in this act his usual mercy, to travel on foot 
thirty miles, to restore a dead maa. How delight 
fill is it thus to trace the Saviour in his journeys, 
justifying the description which is given of him, as 
one. " who ever went about doing good." Martha 
was the first to receive information of hia approach 
on this occasion to Bethany, either because, as the 
mistress of the house, the intelligence was first con- 
veyed to her, or because, from her hustling and 
active disposition, she was most likely to hear of it. 
And now, in character with herself, she lost not a 
moment, but immediately hastened forth to meet 
her Lord, to render him the offices of courtesy and 
respect, to inform him of the calamity that had be- 
fallen them, to pour out to him the sorrows of her 
heart, and to receive the expressions of his sym- 
pathy. She is now, as ever, ready to be up and 
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doing. But Mary, either not being informed of the 
coming of Jesus, or absorbed in a deeper grief, sat 
Btill in the house, and waited for tlie entrance of the 
Comforter. This intensity of sorrow did not escape 
the notice of the Jews ; hence, when at length she 
arose at the call of her sister to go forth and meet 
her Lord, they said, " She goeth unto- the grave to 
weep there." They said this from a knowledge of 
her character, for they made no such remark on 
Martha when she went forth. She might be bent 
on other errands. Mary could go— only to weep. 

It is well observed by Dr. Candlish, in his dis- 
course on this subject : " In different circumstances 
the same natural teniperament may be either an 
advantage or a snare. Martha was never so much 
occupied in the emotion of one subject or scene, as 
not to be on the alert and ready for the call to 
another. This was a disadvantage to her when she 
was so hurried that she could not withdraw herself 
%o wait upon the Word of Life. It is an advantage 
to her now, that she can, with comparative ease, 
shake off her depression, and hasten of her own ac- 
cord to meet her Lord. The same profound feel- 
ing, again, which made Mary the most attentive 
ibtener before, makes her the most helpless sufferer 
now; and disposes her almost to nurse her grief, 
until Jesus, her best comforter, sends specially and 
emphatically to rouse her. Nor is it an insignifi. 
cant circumstance, that it is the ever-active Martha 
who carries to her more downcast sister the awak- 
ening message; so ought sisters iu Christ to minis- 
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ter to one anotlier, and &o may the very difference 
of their chaiacters make them mutually the more 
helpful." "She went her way, and called Mary 
her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come and 
calleth for thee,"* 

The two sisters, now deeply affected with a sense 
of their loss, meet their Lord, and exhibit, in their 
interview, the same difference of character as per- 
vades their whole history. Martha's grief is not 
so overwhelming as to prevent her utterance ; she 
is calm, cool, and collected enough to enter into 
argument. She can talk of her sorrow, can refer 
to her loss, can express her faith, and even modestly 
suggest to Christ, in a delicate and covert petition, 
the possibility of his restoring her brother. It was 
different with Mary. In piety, of course, she is 
equal to her sister, but in composure and serenity 
she is inferior. Her gentle spirit is paralyzed 
with grief. All she can do is to cast herself pros- 
trate at the feet of Christ; all she can say, is to 
sob out, " Lord, if thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died." We can not pass over one 
more characteristic, exquisitely delicate, and true 
to nature. Jesus, having asked where Lazarus had 
been laid, is conducted to the grave, which was a 
cave with a stone upon it, and he gives orders to 
take away the stone. It was not Mary who offered 
the objection founded on the commencement of pu 
trefactioa; she is silent still in (he unutterable 
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agony of her grief, and the deep reverence of her 
soul before the Lord, But Martha's marked offi- 
cioasness makes her forward, when it might have 
been more becoming to be dumb, and to stand in 
awe. Dr. Candlish, with nice and just disc 
tion, points out the wise and considerate i 
which will be observed by every judicious critical 
reader of the narrative, in which Christ adapts his 
behavior toward the two sisters. Martha's distress 
was of such a nature that it admitted of discussion 
and discourse. Jesus accordingly spoke to her, 
and led her to speak to him, and made to her, as 
suited her circumstances, some of his sublimest 
communications touching the resurrection of the 
body, and the Itfe of the soul. While U} Mary, 
who is rapt in such deep grief, he shows his sym- 
pathy in a different way. He is much more pro- 
foundly moved. He does not reply to her in 
words, for her words are few. Sorrow has choked 
her utterance, and overmastered her soul. But the 
sight of one so dear to him, lying in such helpless 
grief at his feet, is an appeal to him fai; stronger 
than any supplication. And his own responsive 
sigh is an answer more comforting than any prom- 
ise. " When Jesus, therefore, saw her weeping, and 
the Jews also weeping who came with her, he 
groaned in spirit, and was troubled." And when 
he had asked of the bystanders where they had 
laid him, and received the reply, " Come and see," 
— like Joseph, " he could no longer refrain him. 
eelf," — " Jesus wept." 
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"Oh iDost blessed mourner, with whose tears 
thy Sa our mingles his own ! Oh, sympathy most 
nparallelea ! To each of the two stricken and 
affl cted ones our Lord addressed the very conso- 
lat o that was most congenial. With Martha, Je- 
8 s d scou sed and reasoned: with Mary, 'Jesus 
wept. It is thus He who knoweth our frame 
adapts the communications of his grace, as our 
temperament and circumstances most need them. 

Before we quit this scene of domestic grief, and 
pass to another incident in the history of Martha 
and Mary, shall we not turn aside to see this great 
sight exhibited in the conduct of Jesus ? I know 
I am giving the history of Martha and Mary, but 
was not Christ so blended with it as to form a part 
of it, and to constitute the giory of it? Shall I 
take you to the grave of Lazarus, point you to the 
mourning sisters, and omit to notice the weeping 
Saviour? Shall I pass over that short but won- 
drous verse, which tells us with such sublime sim- 
plicity, Jesus wept ? every view of Christ is glo- 
rious, whether reigning upon his throne in the glory 
he had with the Father before the world was ; or 
agonizing in the garden, when he sweat, as it were, 
great drops of blood ; or hanging upon the cross, a 
great and terrible sacrifice for sin ; or rising from 
the grave with the keys of death and of hell at hia 
girdle ; or ascending to his glory amid the retinue 
and acclamations of angels. Now all these mani- 
festations produce feelings of awe and wonder. 
But, oh, his weeping at the grave of Lazarus! The 
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Son of God in tears — not as on the Mount of Oli- 
vet, when he signed the death-warrant of Jenisa- 
lem, and looked onward from the destruction of the 
guilty city, to the torments of eternity of which its 
fires and plagues were a dark type — no, his tears 
on this occasion were those of human tenderness, 
the exquisite sympathies of his noble and perfect 
manhood with the afflictions of those whom he 
loved. How many lessons are taught us by those 
tears. Have they not vindicated and defended hu 
manity from the insults and injuries of stoicism, 
and made chastened sorrow one of its genuine 
workings ? Have they not consecrated sympathy 
as one of the virtues of humanity ? Have they not 
made tenderness the adornment of greatness 1 Have 
they not raised friendship to the rank of a Christian 
excellence ? Have they not proved that he has not 
the mind of Christ who knows not how to weep for 
the woes of our nature? Do they not prove that 
if tears are woman's eloquence, they are man's 
rhetoric also? 

Jesus wept. There were critics, in ancient, times, 
who, with ruthless fingers, cancelled this verse, as 
thinking it beneath the dignity of Jesus to weep. 
Barbarian critics, stoical scholars, ye would have 
robbed the Scriptures of one of their brightest 
gems, and despoiled the character of the Saviour 
of one of its richest beauties. 

But now after this, not I hope ungraceful episode, 
let us pass on to one more sc«ne in the history of 
this happy, holy family. About four months after 
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the resurrection of Lazarua, a supper was given to 
our Lord and his disciples ; most likely on account 
of the r^urrection of Lazarus, who with his sisters 
were, perhaps, relations of the host, by a man 
named Simon, who had been a leper, and had in aii 
probability been healed by Christ. At this supper 
Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary, were preseat. 
Here also we find the separate identity of the char- 
acter of the two sisters maintained with unbroken 
continuity and unvarying uniformity. Martha, ever 
active, ever generously attentive to the comforts 
of others, ever to be found where energy is required, 
" served." She had assisted in the preparation, and 
now busies herself in waiting upon the guests, and 
especially upon the most distinguished of them all, 
her Lord and Master, whom she loved. Not so 
with Mary ; in that assembly all were forgotten 
by her but one, on whom she gazed long, with the 
silent rapture of lo\e and devotion, waiting and 
watching for her opportunity to gne him her medi- 
tated, practical, and personal expression of adoring 
gratitude and affectLon While he was reclining at 
table on his coueh, a«cording to the custom of the 
times, instead of sitting upright, as we do, in chairs, 
she stole behind him, and, unrestrained by the 
presence of the guests, brought out her alabaster 
box of spikenard, with which she anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair. She 
gave him the most costly article of her toilet, and 
employed for him the most ornamental part of her 
person. For who that loves Christ will not give 
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hm the r chest and beat of their possessions'? 
Was not th s Mary all over ! Sensibility, grati- 
tude affect on Does it not harmonize with the 
I stener a d n ourner whom we have already wit- 
nessed 1 From one of the company — I mean the 
traitor who sold his Master for thirty pieces of si! 
ver — this act of pious affection and liberality drew 
forth a censure ; and, under a hypocritical profession 
of concern for the poor, he expressed his regret that 
the precious ointment had Eot been sold and given 
to the stock of charity. Ah, how often has a plea 
of charity served as a cloak for covctousness ! True 
it is, as a genera! principle, that great expense in 
external magnificence, even when designed to honor 
Christ, would most commonly be better employed 
in feeding and clothing hia .members ; but there 
are some extraordinary occasions when a sort of 
profiiseness can not be blamed. And every thing 
which is given to Christ is acceptable to him when, 
as in this case, it is love that gives. And happy is 
the person who knows, like Mary, to make that aa 
offering and expression of love to the Saviour, which, 
in the days of worldliness and folly, was offered at 
the shrine of vanity. Jesus becomes her vindi- 
cator against the cavils of Judas, and pronounced 
an eulogium which the lolUest monarch on earth 
might covet to receive. "She hath done what she 
could." Of how few can this be said ; and yet 
what lower rule of conduct ought any of us to pre- 
scribe for himself than this. Is less than what we 
can do for Christ, enough to do for him? Have 
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you ever weighed m sfcviousitesa of mind this noble 
testimony, " She hath done what she could." 
What can yow do for Christ 1 What fiave you 
done? What ought you to do? What will you 
do? Be Mary's Memorial yours. And to what 
renown did it raise her? "Wherever this gospel 
shall be preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of lor a 
memorial of her." How literally has this been 
fulfilled. Wherever the Bible has gone, this— -in 
one hundred and filty languages — has been published 
to the world. All nations, and persons of all na. 
tions, shall know of Mary's alabaster box of oint- 
ment consecrated to Jesus, and shall venerate her 
memory for this act of pious zeal. The world is a 
poor judge in matters relating to God ; and God 
takes delight in honoring those actions which the 
world blames, through a spirit different from his. 
Happy are those who are content with the appro- 
bation of liim who sees the heart. The contradic- 
tions and groundless censures of men pass away 
like the clouds that occasionally vail the sun ; but 
the good actions which are the subject of their envy 
or their calumny, will, like the great luminary, re- 
main forever. Good works invest the name with 
enduring renown, and embalm the memory with an 
odor more precious and lasting than the perfume of 
Mary's spikenard. 

Eeference has been made to this incident, and 
especially to the praise bestowed by our Lord upon 
Mary, to prove that the «>ntem[ilative life is more 
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acceptable in the siglit of God than the active. It 
is this mistaken notion which has led to tJie estab- 
lishment of conventual institutions by Romanism ; 
a system which is no less opposed to the dictates 
of revelation than it is to the impulses of nature 
and the welfare of society ; which does violence to 
humanity in order to do honor to Christianity, 
stifles all the instinctive yearnings of the heart, to 
give better opportunity for the exercise of devotion ; 
and which, aa a natural and necessary consequence, 
has deposited % muddv soil of jmmoiality upcn the 
sui face of Christendom where the fruits of righteous 
ness can not giow thtu^^h the weeds of superst twa 
may flourish with a rani? luxuriance The supposi 
tion that a supenor san(,tity attathes to celibacy 13 
one of the supports on which the -whole Papal sjs- 
tem rests and has been the cause of more abomi 
nation in the world than any other single opinion 
claiming to have a religious "inction That the 
history before us will fuinish no suppoit to this 
sjstem IS evident Marj ne iher at the time 
spoken of was a nun nor did she ever 1 ecome ■'uih 
Hers was a piety that blended with, and sanctified 
the duties of social life. Whatever was her devo- 
tional taste and disposition, it did not drive her 
from her home, nor cut the tie of her relationships. 
The design of our Lord's language is not so much 
to form comparison between two courses of life, so 
separate and distinct as not to allow of the mixture 
of one with the other, as to administer a rebuke to 
a person who, parsumg one course, had too mudi 
31 
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neglected the other. Not to prevent Mary from 
attending at all to temporal matters, but to engage 
Martha to less anxiety about them, and to a stricter 
regard to things unseen and eternal. 

And now, my young friends, wiiat, in the review 
of this bi'aiitifal little narrative, do I recommend 1 
Which of the two characters do I enjoin you to 
imitate 1 I answer, all that was excellent in both, 
without the imperfections of either. Martha's 
household diligence, without her excessive anxiety, 
united with Mary's fervent devotion, without her 
somewhat superabundant sensibility. So far as it 
could be said of Martha, " She looked well to the 
ways of her household," let my female friends im- 
itate her due attention to home duties, her clever- 
ness, her diligence, her dispatch, her generous at- 
tention to the comfort of her guests, especially 
those who represent their Lord. Let them be 
skilled in all the important functions of good house- 
wifery. Let them, if wives, know how to make 
home comfortable for their husbands ; if mothers, 
for their children ; and if widely connected, for 
their friends. Hospitality is a virtue which should 
never be wanting in a female heart. She who will 
not seek to please her husband's friends, but receives 
them with a frown, will soon learn to leave off 
pleasing him, and make their home unhappy for all 
parties. But, then, let all this be without careful- 
ness, and with that graceful and pleasant ease 
which order, method, punctuality and dispatch will 
command. 
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There are various kinds of slavery ia the world, 
and many classes of victims of ttis cruel bondage. 
There is, among others, the domestic slave, whose 
tyrant is her husband, and the scene of her bondage, 
her home. His parsimony is so niggardly that he 
will not allow her he!p enough to do the work of 
the house, and, therefore, she must unite the char- 
acter of a servant with that of a wife, a mistress, 
and a mother ; his selfishness is so engrossing and 
ejcacting, that bis demands for his own personal ease 
and indulgence are incessant, and leave her no time 
for the consideration of her own comfort; and, 
withal, his temper is so bad, that all her assiduities 
to please are unavailing to give satisfaction and to 
avert the sallies of his irritability, discontent, and 
complaint. When such a man deelainns against 
negro slavery, let him begin the work of emanci- 
pation at home, by raising the oppressed woman 
be holds in bondage there, from the condition of a 
drudge, into the sUtion of a wife. How can she 
help being careful and troubled about many things ? 
Bat, then, there are eases, not a few, in which the 
slavery is self-imposed. The bondage comes from 
the wife herself, from which the husband would 
gladly release her, but she will not let him. Some 
ai-e slaves to neatness, and make their Bdgetting 
anxiety about this matter a misery to themselves 
and all around them, Others to fashion, and are 
always careful and troubled about elegance and re- 
finement. Others to domestic display, parties, and 
amusements, and are always full of anxiety about 
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making an appearance. Others to frugalittf. and 
are ever vexing themselves to economize. In all 
these ways women will torment themselves and 
fill their minds with unnecessary cares and self- 
imposed trouhles. To all these we say, " Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful an3 troubled about many 
things." 

With Martha's better qualities, her domestic 
cleverness and diligence, unite then the fervent 
piety of Mary. Will ye be satisfied with that ex- 
cellerice alone which fits you only to fill up your 
place in a habitation from which you. may be called 
away any hour? Be as diligent, I entreat you, in 
business as Martha was; but be also as fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord, as Mary was. Seek to 
unite all the holy virtues of the eminent saint, with 
all the household excellences of the good wife, 
mother, and mistress. Be all you should in your 
own house, and all you ought to be in the house 
of God. What your husbands, when you have 
them, will desire and expect, is to see you at your 
post of duty in the family. Meet their desires, 
and fulfill these expectations. You ought — you 
must. What Christ desires and expects, is to see 
you sitting at his feet and hearing his word. Meet 
ttese desires and expectations also. You ought — 
you must. Study the following portrait of a good 
wife, ft cultivated mind, and a sincere Christiaji, 
drawn by the pen of Jane Taylor : 

" And she whose nobler course ig seen to shine 
At once with LmnaQ knowledge and divine : 
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Who mental culture, aod doiaestio rites, 
In close and graceful amity unites, 
StriTing to keep them in their proper place, 
Not interfering with her hesTenly race ; 
Whoso constant aim it is, and fervent prayer, 
Oil earthly ground to breathe celestial air." 

O ye too anxious and careful housewives, lessen 
your solicitude! "Be careful for nothing, but in 
every thing, by prayer and supplioation, let your 
requests be made known unt« God." The spirit 
and influence of a vital piety will soften the cares 
of domestic life, and alleviate, where they exist, its 
sorrows, and inspire an alacrity which will make 
you go cheerfully about the business of the family ; 
while a well-regulated attention to domestic duties, 
80 fer from unfitting you for the exercise of devo- 
tion, will furnish the subjects of your prayers, and 
prompt the approaches of your soul to God. 

And now, in conclusion, let me exhibit to you 
the description of true religion, as set forth in the 
language of Christ to Martha. It is indispensable — 
" One thing is needful." Yes, the care of the soul 
is, indeed, needful. Mark the restriction and em- 
phasis, one thing — ora/y one : and it deserves this 
emphasis. It is a matter of universal concern ; ne- 
cessary for all alike — for the rich and the poor ; for 
the young and the old ; for male and female. Some 
things are necessary for one person, but not for an- 
other — ihk is necessary for all alike. It is, in itself, 
a matter of the highest importance, of infinite mo- 
ment, compared with which all the most valuable 
31* 
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objects of time and seose are but as the smallest 
dust of the balance. It will promote every other 
lawful and valuable interest on earth. It has been 
pronounced indispensable by those who are most 
capable of giving an opinion. 6od has declared it 
to be needful, by giving his only-begotten Son to 
die for it upon the cross. Jesus Christ has de- 
clared it to be needful, by enduring all the agonies 
of the cross to obtain it. Angels have pronounced 
it needful, by their solicitude for the salvation of 
men. Apostles, martyrs, refornaers, missionaries, 
and ministers have given their emphatic testimony 
to its necessity, by their labors, prayers, tears, and 
blood. Your own judgment, in the cooler momenta 
of reflection, declaj'es, by its enlightened dictates, 
its necessity ; so does your conscience when listen- 
ing to sermons, or you are suffering affliction ; so 
does your heart, when the world stands revealed 
before you in its vanity, emptiness, and deceit. It 
is needftii now in youth, to be your guide ; it will 
be no less so as your comforter amid the vicissi- 
tudes of life; your prop under the infirmities of 
age ; your living hope amid the agonies of dying 
hours ; your defense in the awful day of judgment, 
and your preparation for the felicities of heaven. 
Must not that which alone can do this, be indispen- 
sable, and be, in fact, the one thing needful ? Dwell, 
I beseech you, upon this representation. If religion 
■were as miserable and as melancholy as your mis- 
taken notions of it represent^ yet it is needM. It is 
not what you may not have, and yet do well with- 
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out it — a superfluity, but not a necessary. No. It 
is needful. It is not what other things can substitute , 
the privation of which can be made up by others. 
In the absence of this, you want the most necessary 
thing in the universe — ^you must be poor amid 
abounding wealth. And it is the only thing that h 
indispensable. There are many other things which 
may be desirable, valuable, pleasurable, and may 
be lawfully pursued, but they are not indispensable. 
This is absolutely so to solid happiness here and 
eternal felicity hereafter. Oh young people, call 
in your vagrant thoughts, your discursive inquiries, 
your divided and scattered activities, and concen- 
trate them upon this one thing. . Settle it with 
yourselves, that whatever else you may not have, 
you must have this. It is well at the outset of life 
to be informed by an authority that is infallible 
what ia most necessary for the pilgrim upon earth. 
Let me entreat yon to remember your ovm interest 
in it; it is necessary for you, whose eye shall read 
this p^e. Do, therefore, inquire — solemnly and 
seriously inqnire — into your own conduct in reference 
to it. Say to yourselves, " Have I thought serious- 
ly about it? have I seen the importance of it^ 
has it lain with s due and an abiding weight upon 
my mind! has it brought me in penitence, prayer, 
and faith to Christ as a Saviour? am I acting in 
life as if I considered religion the one thing need- 
fuH am I willing or striving to make every thing 
subordinate to it — my interests, my tastes, my 
pleasures, my passions V 
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And then, how transcendently excellent is true re- 
ligion. It is the '■'■good part wlueh shall never be 
taken from us." Excellent it is, in every view we 
can take of it, for it is the reception of the first 
truth, and the enjoyment of the chief good. It 
makes ms good, for it makes us like God, and 
brings good to us, for it leads us to enjoy God. It 
was tkebliss of Adam, in Paradise, and is the felic- 
ity of the spirits made perfect in heaven. It is the 
beginning of heaven upon earth, and will be the 
cousummation of heaven when we have left the 
.earth. It is far fcetter than knowledge, or wealth, 
or fame, or pleasure, for it will stand by us when 
all these things leave us. 

Yes, it is " the good part, which can never be taken, 
from a«." Neither force nor fraud can deprive us 
of this. It is above the vicissitudes of life, and un- 
affected by the changes of fortune. Oh, it is glo- 
rious to think of our possessing something that bids 
defiance to all the assaults of men or demons! Go 
where you wiH, it will go with you. It is as insepar- 
able from you, till you yourself shall abandon it, as 
your soul is from your body. How much, thee, is 
included in that precious declaration, "The good 
part which can not be taken from you," which shall 
remain loith you, in you, for you — when friends 
have left you — health has left you — fortune has left 
you — a portion all-sufficient, inalienable, eternal. 

Religion is a voluntary thing. " Mary hath 
ehosen that good part which can not be taken from 
her." It is not the external compulsion of author- 



Ho^twGooglc 



or MARTHA AND MABf. !S69 

ity, nor the internal compulsion of fear, but the 
free choice of love. It is not mere blind, unintelli- 
gent custom ; an unmeaning, heartless round of 
ceremonies, performed without motive or design. 
No, it is the free-will offering of the soul to God, 
who s&ys," 6five me thine heart;" and to whom the 
soul replies, " 1 give myself to thee." Where there 
is no choice, there is no religion. Hence the Ian- 
guage of Moses to the children of Israel, " I call 
heaven and earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing ; therefore cftoose life, tiiat both thou 
and thy seed may live." So is it with you and me 
at this moment. Tliere, on the one hand, is religion, 
with all its duties, and its privileges, its present 
enjoyments, and its future eternal happiness; this 
is life — the life of the soul now, and eternal life 
hereafter. There, on the other hand, is ungodliness, 
with all its sins and sorrows here, and its unutter- 
able and et«rnal miseries hereafter. There are you, 
so fearfully and wonderfully placed between the 
two. And here ana I— solemn, responsible, and 
momentous position '. — to urge you by every mo- 
tive that can appeal to your reason, your heart, 
your conscience, and even your self-love, to ui^e 
you to choose life. You mmt make your election. 
You can not evade the choice. One or the other 
must be yours. Were you to attempt a neutrality, 
it is impossible. Those that do not choose life, by 
ti'ue religion, are considered by Grod as choosing 
death. By what witnesses are you surrounded ia 
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this crisis of your being? What spectators are 
looking on upon this eventful scene of your history ? 
Parents are waiting, watching, and praying, for your 
decision on the aide of eternal life. With silent, 
breathless earnestness, they are agonizing for your 
soul and her destiny. Ministers are fixing their 
minds intently upon your situation, and, ia yearn- 
ing anxiety for your welfare, are saying, " that 
they may choose the good part which can never be 
taken from them !" Angels with benevolence, 
hover over you, ready to commeni.e their benev- 
olent activities, and become as ministering spirits 
to your salvation. Devils with malignity, are col- 
lecting to rejoice, with such delight as demons can 
experience, in your election ot death Pather, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, are waiting, witnessing, and ready 
to assist your election. Yes, such value is there 
attaching to one human soul — with such importance 
is its decision for the choice or refusal of religion 
invested, that heaven, earth, and hell, are in some 
measure moved by the scene of its being called to 
choose between life and death, and thus three worlds 
are interested in its decision. Make, then, your 
election. Pause, ponder, and pray ; it is a choice 
which eternity will confirm, to your unutterable 
torment, or to your inefiable felicity. Almighty 
Grod, direct their choice! 
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love -tJiBir ohildten, to be diaoEeat. ohaata, kaepeia at 
home, good, otadienC to th.eir own tuglanda. tkat the 
word of Sod bB not Talasptemed.'— TiTua ii. 3-B. 

What associations with al! that is lovely are 
formed by that blissful word — a mother ! To that 
sound the tenderest emotions of the human heart, 
whether it beat in the bosom of the savage or the 
sage, awaken. The beauty of that term is seen, 
and its power felt, alike by the prince and tke 
peasant, the rustic and the philosopher. It is one 
of the first words which infant lips are taught to 
lisp, and the chatm of which the infant heart is first 
to feel. It is a note to the music of which it ia 
difficult to say whose soul most responsively vi- 
brates, that of the parent or the child. Humanity, 
however semi-brutalized by oppression, by igno- 
rance, and even by vice, has rarely been sunk so low 
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aa to ha^e the la^t sj irk of maternal love extin.- 
gu shed or the Ust sena bihtj r f this kind crushed 
cut o( It This strength of woman a love to her 
child must be tumecl to good account, and be di- 
rected 1(1 its exerc sbs t> the beat and most useful 
p irposes There is thia d iference and it is a mo- 
mentous one 1 etween the maternal instinct of the 
lower tribes and that of womaa , the former goes 
no further than piovision and protection ; training 
foims no pait of it The same f owei which taught 
the parent bird r bea=t what hib ts belong to its 
nature tcathes aho the ^ffpnn^ The latter, with- 
< t anj paina bestowed on its education, or any 
soliutuiie cheriahed for its welJare, will leara the 
lesaona ot its existence by the intuitions of nature, 
and be capable of rising to its specific perfection, 
unaided either by the parent or the teacher. Not 
so the joung cf the human sp cies, they also re- 
quire pro-iision and protection , \ ut more than thia 
the^ need tnsli ttction And who must be their 
instructor? Fir t oj all and chief of all, their 

But bcloie we reason and descant upon the sub- 
ject of •> mother s d itie« let us look at facts. It 
is unnersallj admitted that scaicely any great itian 
has appeared m our world who did not owe much, 
if not moat in the formation )f his character, to a 
mother s ii fluence In a verj useful little volume, 
by Dr Jabez Buma, entitled. The Mothers of the 
Wise and Good," there is an extended series of 
biographical memorials of pioua and judicious moth- 
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ers, and eminent sons, amounting to about fifty, in 
which are included Alfred tlie Great, Lord Bacon. 
Sir Isaac Newton, Dr. Samuel Johnson, Sir Will- 
iam Jones, General Washington, among the illus- 
trious of this world ; together with St. Augustin, 
President Edwards, Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Dwight, 
Mr. Newton, Mr. Cecil, Leigh Riehtnond, and many- 
others among the good ; all of whom were blessed 
with pious or eminently judicious mothers, and 
owed to them their eminence in the church or in 
the world. From among these I select the follow- 
ing account of Mr. Cecil : Richard Cecil, of Lon- 
don, when but a young man, had pursued a bold 
and determined career, till, sunk in sin, hardening 
himself in infidelity, and instilling the same princi- 
ples into others, there seemed no prospect of any 
change. His excellent mother, however, had per- 
formed her part, and still remembered that it was 
good, not only to pray always, but not to faint, or 
desist upon any account. At last, one night he lay 
contemplating the case of his mother : " I see," 
said he within himself, " two unquestionable fects ; 
first, my mother is greatly afflicted in circum- 
stances, body, and mind ; and yet I see that she 
cheerfully bears up under all, by the support she 
derives from constantly repairing to her closet and 
her Bible ; secondly, that she has a secret spring of 
comfort, of which I know nothing; while I, who 
give an unbounded loose to my appetites, and seek 
pleasdre by every means, seldom or ever find it 
If, however, there is such a secret in religion, why 
32 
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may I not find it as well as my mother?" He in- 
stantly rose and began to pray, but was soon 
damped, by recollecting that much of his mother's 
comfort seemed to arise from her faith in Christ. 
Now, thought hp, " this Christ I have ridiculed : 
He stands much in my way, and can form no part 
of my prayers." In utter confiision he lay down 
again ; but, in process of time, conviction of sin 
continuing, his difficulties were gradually removed, 
his objections answered. He now listened to those 
admonitions of his mother, which he had before 
affected to receive with pride and scorn ; yet they 
had fixed themselves in hia heart like a barbed 
arrow ; and though the effects were concealed from 
her observation, yet tears would fall from his eyes 
as ho passed aloug the street, from the impression 
she had made on his mind. Now he would dis- 
course with her, and hear her without outrage, 
which revived her hopes, especially as he then 
attended the public worship of God. Thus he 
made some progress, but felt no small difficulty in 
separating from his favorite connections. Light, 
however, broke into his mind, till at last he discov- 
ered that Christ Jesus, so far from " standing in the 
way," as he once thought, was, indeed, " the way, the 
truth, and the life, to all who come unto God by 
him." 

At a pastoral conference held not long since, at 
which about one hundred and twenty American 
clei^ymen, united in the bonds of a commoil faith, 
were assembled, each was invited to state the hu- 
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man instrumentality to which, under the Divine 
blessing, he attributed a change of heart. How 
many of these, think you, gave the honor of it to 
their mother? Of one hundred and twenty, above 
one hundred 1 Here, then, are facts, which are only 
selections from myriads of others, to prove a moth- 
er's power, and to demonstrate, at the same time, 
her responsibility'. But how shall we account for 
this "i What gives her this influence ? What is 
the secret of her power ? Several things, 

Pirst, there is, no doubt, the ordinance of God. 
He that created us, and foj'med the ties of social 
life, and who gives all the sweet influences and 
tender susceptibilities of om- various relationships, 
appointed it to be so, that maternal power over the 
soul of her child should be thus mighty. It ia 
God's ordinance, and the woman who forgets or 
n^leets this, is disobedient to a Divine institute, 
God has made the child to be peculiarly susceptible 
of this power over his nature. 

Then comes a mother's love. This is stronger, 
at any late, more tender, than even a father's. 
There is more of instinct, if not of reason, in her 
affection. She has iiad more to do with the phya- 
leal being of her child, having borne him in her 
■womb, and fed him from her breast, and watched 
him in his cradle : all this naturally and necessarily 
generates a feeling which nothing else can produce. 
Now love is the great motive power in, and for, hu- 
man conduct. "I drew them," said God, "with 
bands of a man, with cords of love." Here is the 
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true philosophy of both man's natural constitution 
d gelical religion. Human nature is made 

b 1 and governed by love ; to be drawn 

li ds of affection, rather than t 

hhha ose jNovt 
m 10 e a i h ome one gen y 

w d ons a j up n he h d an 

h he s X 1 mak 1 e o e pat e t 
g OQs n nfiu ta He wo ds a e 

m he s e mo e w nn n^ he f ow mo e 

commanding e ause e s ti and pu s ve 

The little flow et he h^ s to n rtu e ojen ts 
petals more ad j he n d bean s of 1 coua 
tenance. Hence, to repeat an expression of Monod, 
already quoted in a former sermon, " The greatest 
moral power in the world is that which a mother 
exercises over her young child." Nor is there 
much exaggeration in that other expression, "She 
who rocks the cradle, rules the world ;" an expres- 
sion, the truth and force of which will appear to be 
founded on the next particular 

The mother has first and most to do with the 
character, while it is yet m thit flexible state to re 
ceive its shape. The earliest exercises of thought, 
emotion, will, and conscience, are all earned on under 
her eye. She has to do not only with the body in 
its infancy, but with the soul in its childhood. Both 
mind and heart are i.i her hands at that period, 
when they Ulie their first start for good or for 
evil. The children learn to lisp their first words, 
and to form their first ideas, under her teaching. 
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They are almost always in her company, and 
are, insensibly to themselves, and imperceptibly to 
her, receiving a right or wrong bias from her. The 
first model of character they witness is hers ; the 
first exhibitions of right and wrong in practice are 
what they see in her. They are the constant ob- 
servers of the passions, the graces, the virtues, and 
the faults, which come forth in her worda, temper, 
and actions. She is, therefore, unconsciously to 
herself, educating them, not only by designed teach- 
ing, but by all she does or says in their presence. 
Children are imitative creatures. During the mi- 
nority of reason, imitation is the regent of the soul, 
and they who are least swayed by tlie former are 
most governed by the latter. Speech is the effect 
of imitation, not intuition ; and as children so early 
and so insensibly learn to repeat sounds, so may 
they also learn to copy actions and habits. This, 
of course, applies to the mother in a fuller sense 
than it does to the father, just because she is more 
constantly with them in the early stages of their 
esistence. It is, therefore, of immense importance 
that every one who sustains this relation should 
have a high idea of her own power. She must be 
deeply and du!y impressed with the potency of her 
influence. This has peculiar force in reference to 
the mothers of the middling, and still more to 
those of the working classes. In the upper circles 
of society, the task of educatirg, and even support- 
ing the infant, is usually devolved upon hirelings. 
The nursery is not much, it is to be feared, the re- 
32* 
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sort of many titled or wealthy mothers. Ai'isto- 
cratie habits, ia some cases, can be scarcely made 
to square with those of a maternal kind. Happy 
women, then, who are not lifted by rank or wealth 
out of the circle of those tender and constant aa- 
siduities which an infant femily require. Happy 
women, out of whose hand feshionabie etiquette or 
luxurious indolence has not tnken wlwt the poet so 
pleasingly characterizes as the — 

" Delightful task to rear the tender thonght. 
And teach the yonng idea how to shoot." 

Mothers, flien, should be thoroughly acquainted 
with tie work that is allotted to them. I speak not of 
the physical training of the children ; this is not my 
department, nor primarily even their intellectual 
culture ; but their sodal, moral, and religious edu- 
cation. A mother's object and duty are, the for- 
mation of character. She has not merely to com- 
raunieate knowledge, but habits. Her department 
especially is to cultivate the heart, and to regulate 
the life. Her aim must he, not only what her chil- 
dren are to know, but what they are to he and do. 
She is to look at them as the future members of so- 
ciety, heads of families of their own, and probation- 
ers for eternity. This, I repeat, must be taken up 
aa the primary idea — the formation of character for 
both worlds. Governesses, tutors, masters, will most 
probably be employed in the fiiture intellectual train- 
ing; but a mother's part is from infancy to form 
habits. Many have no other idea of education than 
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the communication of knowledge. Much has been 
said of late years oa the distinction between in- 
struction and education. They are by no means 
synonymous. The etymology of the two words is 
worth considering. To "instruct," is derived from 
a Latin word, which signifies to put on or in. To 
instruct is, therefore, simply to put knowledge into 
the mind. The word " educate," comes a!so from a 
Latin word, which signifies to lead or draw forth. 
To educate, therefore, means to draw out the facul- 
ties of Ihe soul, to call into exercise and invigorate 
its intellectual and moral powers. Both together 
constitute the duty of those who have to form the 
character. Ideas m.ust be poured in, and the recip- 
ient must be taught what do with them. We hear 
much said about choosing the best masters, and a 
great deal more about intellectuality, accomplish- 
ments, and other things of this nature, which may 
be well enough in their place and in their measure, 
but they are only subordinate to something higher 
and better. They are only the tinsel work in some 
cases, which embellishes the casket, and attracts the 
eye of the beholder ; while the invaluable jewel it 
contains is left to comparative neglect. These 
things are n<.>t the whole of education, nor even the 
l>est part of it. They are only the polish of the 
surface, but not the solid gold of the substance. A 
mother should look upon her offspring with the idea, 
"That child has to live in two worlds, and to act a 
part in both ; and it is my duty to begin his educa- 
tion for both, and to lay in infancy the foundation 
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of his character and happiness for time and eternity 
too. What ought to he my qualifications, and my 
diligence, for such a task V 

Ah, what^ Beep tkoughtfalness certainly on the 
momentous nature of your charge. It is a somewhat 
awful thing to be a parent, especially a mother, and 
to have this training of men and women, both for 
time and for eternity. A distinguished philosopher 
has said that " all the world is but the pupil and dis- 
ciple of female influence." Every mother, therefore, 
has, so far as her individual influence goes, the world 
for her scholar. " Oh, woman, thy child's welfare, 
for all time and all eternity too, depends much upon 
thy conduct toward him during the period he is 
under your influence in the first years of his being. 
To you is committed the care of the infant's hody, 
the healthfulness, the vigor, and comfort of which 
for all his future existence upon earth depend much 
upon you. What would be your feelings of poign- 
ant remorse, if by any neglect of yours, if by a 
fall, or an accident, the result of your carelessness, 
the poor babe was injured in his spine, or distorted 
in his limbs. Oh, to see that young cripple ever 
presenting to you the sad memorials of your guilty 
neglect. Ruined for life in bodily comfort. Yet 
what is this to the sadder spectacle of a deformed and 
crippled sou! — a character distorted into croolted 
and fi'ightful shapes — and to have the tormenting 
reflection — this, this was the result of your neglect ! 
The poor child in the former case may have com- 
pensation by all the sweet influences of religious 
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submission and consoktioD, and the distressed 
mother assuage the anguish of remorse by the 
thought that her neglect may have been among the 
all things that worked together for good to her son ; 
but where in the latter case is consolation to be 
obtained, or who can wonder that such a Rachel 
nioui'ning over her lost child, and lost through her 
neglect, refuses to be comforted. 

Qualify yourself for maternal duties, above all 
things, by sincere and eminent piety. A mother 
should never forget that those little engaging crea- 
tures which sport about the room so gayly and SO 
innocently, with all the unconsciousness of child- 
hood, are young immortals ; beings destined to 
eternity ; creatures placed on earth on a probation 
for heaven ; and that much will depend upoa her 
whether their everlasting ages shall be spent by 
them in torment or in bliss. This is an all but 
overwhelming idea. It would almost seem as if 
solicitude about this matter would be of so over- 
powering a degree as to extinguish parental delight. 
For a mother to look at the babe that is feeding at 
her breast, and smiling so sweetly in her face, as if 
it meant the thanks it had not yet leaiTit to speak ; 
or to watch his slumbers in the cradle, breathing so 
softly as if he lived without breathing at all, and 
then to feel her soul shivering and shuddering in 
the dark shadow passing over her fruin such a re- 
flection as this : " Oh, shouldst thou live to be a 
profligate in this world, and a fiend in the next !" 
Or, instead of having a reflection so harrowing to 
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every malernal feeling, low delightful to exult in 
the hope that that dear oabe will be a holj, useful, 
happy Christian on ea th, and then a glorified im- 
mortal in heaven. Such reflections ought to he 
sometimes in the mind of every parent. All should 
realize the sublime idea that their houses are the 
seminaries for eternity, their children the scholars, 
they the teachers, and evangelical religion the les- 
son. Yes, with every infant born into the family 
comes the injunction from God — "Take this child 
and bring it up for me," It is one of God's own 
children by creation, sent to be trained up in the 
way he should go, that is, in the nui'ture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. Those parents who neglect the 
religious education of their children, whatever else 
they may impart, are more guilty than Herod. He 
slew the children of others — they their own. He 
slew only the body — they the soul. He slew them 
by hired assassins — they slay them themselves. 
We shudder at the cruelties of those who sacrificed 
their babes to Moloch ; but how much more dread- 
ful an immolation do they practice, who offer up 
their sons and daughters to Satan by neglecting 
their religious education, and leaving them to grow 
up in ignorance of God and their eternal destiny. 

But caih any one, will any one teach, or teach 
effectually, that religion which they do not feel and 
practice themselves 1 Therefore, we say a mother's 
heart must be deeply imbued with piety herself, if 
she would teach it to her children. Without this, 
can Bhe have the will to teach, the heart to pray, 
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the right to hope 'S Oh, mothers, can you conceive 
of a higher, nobler elevation to which in jour mater- 
nal relation you can rise, than when, to the opening 
mind of your wondering child, you give the first 
idea of God? Or when you' direct hiiw to that 
Divine babe who was bom at Bethlehem, was sub- 
ject to his parents, grew into that Saviour who said, 
" Suffer the little children to come unto me," and 
took them in his arms, and blessed them, and then 
died for their salvation upon the cross. Or, than 
when you talk to them of heaven, the dwelling- 
place of God and of his angels. Oh, to see the 
first look of holy inquisitiveneas, and the first tear 
of infant piety start into the eye — to hear the fiist 
question of concern, or the first breatbing of prayer 
from infant Jipa ! How has many a woman's heart, 
amid such scenes, swelled with delight, till, in an 
ecstacy of feeling, she sunk upon her knees, and 
breathed a mother's prayer over the child of her 
heart, while he looked wonder' glj up and felt a 
mysterious power come ove h n wh ch he could 
neitherfully express nor unde stand Yu religion, 
if it be genuine, will teach you at once the great- 
ness of the work, and your own nsufhc ency to 
perform it aright in your own st e gth l:our bus- 
iness is to train mortals fo ea 1 a d mmortal 
beings for God, heaven, and ete ty Even an 
apostle, in the view of such an object e claimed ; 
"And who is sufficient for these things'?' Your 
work, as to its design, is the same as his, and you, 
like him, have the depravity of Jiuman nature to 
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contend with, and all the difficulties arising from 
your own weakness and sinfulness. A mistake, 
either in your sentiments, your feelings, or your 
example, may he fatal to your ehildren'a eternal 
welfare. Cultivate, then, a trembling eonseiousness 
of your own insufficiency, and cast yourselves, by 
believing, constant, and fervent prayer, upon God. 
Be, in an eminent sense, praying mothers. Dis- 
trust yourselves, and then clothe yourselves, by 
believing prayer, with Omnipotence, 

Do not forget what we ha^e alreidj tijid that 
aflection is the gflden kej fitted ly Gtd to the 
wards of the lock m c\erv hum'in heirt to the 
application of which the bolts that nothing else 
could move will flj back and open with ease 
Seieritv is out of plaee in any one but most of all 
in woman But beuire of allowing affection to 
degenerate roto a fon3 and foolish indulgence A 
judieions love is as lemote from th s on the one 
hand, as it is from moioaeness and cruelty on the 
other Forif 6.evejity has slam its thou'sands an 
iiijudicioua and pamper i g indulgence has shin its 
tens of thousands Fathers ate aft to err in the 
Jormer txtieme motheie m the latter And it not 
unlrequently happens that these e\tremes are 
plajed iff against each other The fatter afiaid 
that the mother will spoil the child by ind ilgence, 
adopts a harsh treatment to counteract the mischief 
of his wife's excessive fondness; while the wife 
compensates to the child for the severity of her 
husband by her own excessive attention to the 
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chiJct's gratification. Thus, like the sharp frost by- 
night, and the hot sun by day, opei-ating in spring 
to the destruction of the blossom on which their 
antagonistic influences ai'e made to bear, the oppos- 
ing treatment of the [larents rums the hapless child 
that ia the subject of it * 

Still, while 1 enjoin iffection, it must not be 
allowed to impair authority A parent must not 
be a tyrant, so neither must he be a slave to hia 
children It is a painful, and to ihe parents a re- 
proachful spectacle, to see a fa y ] ke a state 
where rebellion reigns ran ja t the fatler depjsed, 
the scepter bioken, and the urge t ch Idreu pos- 
sessed of sovereign rale A mo 1 e as well as a 
father, must be obeyed ; ant t s her own fault if 
she is not, A perseven g sjbte of government, 
where the reins are held tightly in Uie hand of love, 
will be sure to produce submission at last. But 

* One of the most artistic ss well as instrQCtive churac- 
ters in that wonderful buok which haa burst on tiiis coun- 
try as well as the Uniteii States of America, as a literary 
phenomenon, is that little imp of ignorance and wickedneaa 
which alaverj had made half idiot and half demon, but 
who, by the touch of the magio waud of love, rose up from 
the degradation into which the heel of oppression had trod- 
deaber, a new creature in Christ Jesus. There is more of 
the true philosophy of human nature and of Chrietiaaity in 
that eiample, than In all the Tolumefl which writers on 
humanity have ever written. And had that eitraordinary 
volume been written for the eihibition of no other charac- 
ter than that, by which to show what love can do for thft 
most hopeless subjects, it would not have been publighed 
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then it must be a mixture of kindness, wisdomj and 
authority. Submission must be felt bj a child to 
be a duty yielded to authority, and not merely a 
something won by affection. Authority must not 
stiffen into severity, nor love' degenerate into coax- 
ing. Commands should be obeyed, not only because 
it is pleasant but Hgkt to do so. 

A judicious mother will exercise much discritni- 
naHon, and adapt her treatment to the disposition 
of her children. There arc as many varieties of 
temperament in some families as there are children. 
No two are precisely alike in their minds and char- 
acter any more than in their persons. One is forward 
and obtrusive, and should be checked and rebuked 
— another is timid and retiring, and needs to be 
encouraged and emboldened. One is more easily 
wrought upon by appeals to hope — another by fear. 
One is too close and reserved, and needs to have 
franliness and communicativeness encouraged — an- 
other is too open and ingenuous, and should be taught 
caution and self restraint. Every child should be 
a separate study, Quaukery should be banished 
from education as well as from medicine. One 
treatment will no more suit all minds, than one 
medicine or kind of food, al! bodies. A woman 
■who does not know the peculiar dispositions of all 
her children, and does not adapt her treatment to 
them, must be a very indifferent mother. 

The woman who would fulfill the duties of her 
relationship, must surrender herself to her mission, 
and be content to make some sacrifice^:, and endure 
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some privations Who ctn witness the patient 
sulmissicn of the mother birl to suih sohtude and 
self denial dur ng the term of incubation, without 
admiration it that quiet and wLlling =eparatio" 
which 11 st net teaehe? her to make troni her usual 
liberty and enioyments ' Aw tm&n must be will 
iijg ff r the sake of her i,hild en to do, under the 
influence of reason ind religion what the bud does 
frfm the unmtell gent impulses ct nature Her 
children are a thirge for which she must forego 
srmcof the enjojmenti of social life and e-venarme 
of the pleasures ofsocul lelgion She who would 
hive a matenal powei over her childieii,mu=t give 
her company to them. It is not for her to he ever 
craving after parties, or to feel it a hardship that 
she is denied them, The secret of her beneficent 
influence lies in a life of retirement. Hence the 
exhortation of the apostle in the text, to the matrons 
of his time, "To teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 
to be devout, chaste, keepers at home." "We would 
not have a woman incarcerated in her own house, 
so as never to go abroad or enter into company. 
She who is devoted to her family needs occasional 
relaxation amid the pleasures of society, and espe- 
cially the exhilarating engagements of public wor- 
ship. There are some mothers who are such abso- 
lute slaves to their children that they scarcely ever 
Btir from home even to the house of God. This is 
an error in one extreme, which might be avoided 
by method and dispatch. But there is an opposite 
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exti'eme in those who, even for the benefit of their 
children, will deny themselves neither the pleasure 
of social parties, nor the gratification of public 
meetings. The woman who is not prepared to 
make many sacrifices of this kind, for the sake of 
her children, and her home, and her husband, should 
never think of entering into wedded life. 

Be ingenious, inventive, and studious, as to the 
best method of gaining the attention, and informing 
the minds of your children while young. There 
are too many who imagine that education, and 
especially religious education, consists in just hear- 
ing a chapter read, a catechism taught, or a 
hymn repeated, and that when this is done, all is 
done. The memory is the only faculty they culti- 
vate — the intellect, affections, and conscience, are 
wholly neglected. A Christian mother shouJd set 
herself to invent the best mode of gaining atten- 
tion, and keeping it ; and she should never weary 
if, or keep it so long that it wanders off itself. 
How ingenious was the device of Doddridge's 
mother in teaching him Scripture history, by the 
Duldi tiles of the chime ey-plaoe. The illustrated 
works which, in this fertile age, are perpetually 
issuing from the press, afibrd advantages for con- 
veying both secular and sacred knowledge, of which 
bygone times knew nothing. 

Be familiar in your religious instruction. The 
freedom of incidental conversation, rather than the 
formality of set and stated lessons — the introduo- 
tion of religious topics in the common intercourse 
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of life, rather than the grave and forbidding annun- 
ciation of a change from secular to sacred subjects ; 
and the habit of referring all things to God, and 
comparing the truths and maxims of the Bible with 
the events of every hour, rather than the mere 
lighting of a Sabbath lamp, and forcing all things 
out of their current, when the season of devotion 
returns — these are the means of opening the ave- 
nues to the youthful heart, and rendering religion, 
with its great Author, the object not of aversion or 
terror; not only of cold and distant homage, but 
of mingled reverence and love. On this point 
nothing can be more just and philosophic, any more 
than of higher obligation, than the direction once 
communicated from the source of infinite wisdom, 
"These words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risesfc up" — Deut. vi. &-8. 

Mothers, invested as you are with such an influ- 
ence, often dwell upon youi' responsibility. With 
such a power vested in you by God, you are re- 
sponsible to your children Hwmselves. Every time 
their infant or adult voices repeat that word— "My 
mother," so sweet, so musical to your heart, they 
urge their claims upon your best and most devoted 
attention. This very sound in your ears should 
awaken the deepest emotions of your soul, and the 
most faithful admonitions of your conscience. You 
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are responsible to your husbands. They intnist the 
education of their children to you. They seem to 
say, "We will work for their support, and leave 
the early education of their minds to you. We 
will hereaftei' share all the obligation of instruction, 
and the care of their minds and characters with 
you, but at present, while they are so young, we 
devolve this duty upon you." You are responsible 
to the church of God: for family educjition.is, or 
ought to be, in the families of the godly, the chief 
means of conversion. It is a fatal error for Chris-' 
tian parents to look to the njinistej-s of religion for 
the conversion of their children. And, alas ! it is 
the error of the day. The pulpit is looked to for 
those benefits which should flow from the parents' 
chair. Our churches, therefore, have weighty and 
righteous claims upoa parents, and especially upon 
mothers. Nor does your responsibility stop here, 
for society at large looks to you for that beneficial 
influence which you are capable of exerting. 1 
repeat, here, the well-known anecdote, and wWch 1 
have given, I believe, in another work. Napoleon 
once asked Madam Carapan what the Prench na- 
tioa most needed, in order that her youth might be 
properly educated, Her reply was compressed in 
one word — "Mothers!" And it was a wise reply. 

Not the French nation only, the world needs them 

Christian, intelligent, well-trained, devoted women. 



whom the destinies of the 



rising generation may 



be safely intrusted. That woman on whose do- 
mestic hearth, and by whose judicious materna] 
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love, a family of industrious, godly, and public- 
spirited sons, or of modest, kind-hearted, prudent, 
and pious daughters, are trained for future life, is on 
ornament of her country, a benefactress to her spe- 
cies, and a blessing to posterity. I again and em- 
phaticallv say, mothers understand, feel, and re- 
member your responsibility. 

But hitherto, it might be said, the sermon does 
not answer to its title, as intended for, and addressed 
to, y<mng mothers. We will, therefore, now give 
it a special bearing upon their case. It has been 
my object, first of all, to set forth the subject of 
maternal duty and responsibility in its general 
aspect, apart from its relation to those to whom 
they are new, that they may see it in its widest and 
most comprehensive bearing, before they are re- 
minded of its special bearing on their case. This, 
I am aware, will give the appearance of a repetition 
in the second part of the sermon, of some things 
that were advanced in the first. But such repe- 
titions are sometimes beneficial. In addition, there- 
fore, to what has been said on maternal duties in 
general, I shall now submit some other matters for 
your special consideration 

Too many, it ta to be feared, enter upon this 
momentous business without consideration, and 
equally, as may be expected, without pieporation 
or qualification It is indeed a pitiable sight, to look 
into the state of some families, and behold the hap- 
less condition of the poor eliildren, who have the 
misfortune to be on the hands of a weak, foolish. 
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and incompetent woman. Perhaps, aiUr all, this 
may be traced one step further back, and it might 
be found that they are incompetent, because their 
mothers were so before them. Thus the mischief 
pei'petuates itself from generation to generation. 

!n all things it is of importance to begin well. 
The beginning usaallj determines the progress and 
the close. Errors, both in theory and practice, 
however long and pertinaciously persisted in, foay, 
by intelligence, determination, and the blessing of 
God, be corrected. Reformation would he other- 
wise hopeless. But how much better and easier 
is it to avoid faults than to mend them. Many 
mothers have seen their mistakes when it was too 
late to correct them. Their children have grown 
up under the influence of a bad system of domestic 
government and maternal guidance, and have ac- 
quired a fixedness of bad habit which no subsequent 
wisdom, firmness, severity, or affection, could cor- 
rect ; and the parents have had to pour out bitter 
but unavailing regrets, that they had not begun life 
with those views of their duties with which they are 
now closing it. If a mother begins well, she is 
likely to continue well, and the same is true if she 
begin ill. Her conduct toviard her Jtrst child ii 
likely, of course, to determine her conduct for all thai 
fbllow. How momentous is it, then, at tiis stage 
of her domestic history, to weigh well, and solemnly, 
and prayerfully, her responsible situation. 

Indeed, it is quite clear that this subject ought 
not to he driven off by any wife till she becomes a 
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mother. The very prospeot ought to lead to a due 
preparation for the expected new duties ; for these 
commence with the earliest anticipations of sustain 
ing the maternal character. It becomes us to pre- 
pare ourselves fop any situation into which we have 
a confident expectation of soon entering. Fore- 
thought is given to man for the purpose of meeting 
with propriety the situation and its duties to which 
we are looking forward. The woman who never 
studies maternal responsibilities and duties, till she 
is called actually to sustain them, is not very likely 
to do herself much credit in that very important 
relationship. Instinct will teach the-parent bird, or 
beast, or fish, or insect, all that is necessary for the 
well-being of their young; but not the human 
parent. Here, study, reflection, forethought, and de- 
termination, are indispensable. Unliappiiy a young 
wife, in prospect of giving birth to a child, is, in 
some cases, so bowed down with an unnecessary 
solicitude about her own safety ; and, in others, so 
absorbed with the preparations which are made for 
the physical well-being and the elegant habiliments 
of the expected visitant, as to forget to prepare her- 
self for those more important duties which devolve 
upon her, in relation to the mind, and heart, and 
conscience, of her child. A mother who wishes to 
fulfill her duties to her children, should take especial 
pains to educate hei-self for those momentous func- 
tions. She should read, to store her mind with 
knowledge; she should reflect, observe, and gaiu 
useful intbrmation fi'om every quarter. Her prin- 
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cipleB should be fixed, her plans laid, her purposes 
formed. She must cultivate all those habits and 
tempers which will fit her to teach and to govern. 
She must seek to acq^uire thoughtfulness, careful 
vigilance, quick observation, and discretion in va- 
rious forms, Habitsof activity and dispatch, order 
and regularity, s 
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imperatively requij 
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So, again, when the maternal relationship is act- 
ually formed, there is, with some mothers, such a 
solicitude about the health and comfort of the babe, 
such an engrossing attention to all physical matters, 
united with such an exuberant delight in the child, 
as a child, such a mother's pride and joyousness in 
her boy — that the mind is diverted, by these clrcum- 
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stances, from all those serious thoughts and solemn 
reflections which ought to be awakened by the 
consideration, that a rational, immortal, and lapsed 
creature, is committed to her charge, to be trained 
for both worlds. Thus the attention is absorbed 
month after month, while ail this while the infant 
faculties are developing ; judgment, will, affection, 
and conscience, at least, as to their capabilities, are 
opening, but neglected, and the natural bias to evil 
grows, unnoticed and unchecked. The very time 
when a judicious care over the formation of char- 
acter could be most advantageously exerted, is 
suffered to pass by unimproved ; passion is allowed 
to strengthen, unrestrained ; self-will, to attain a 
resoluteness which stiffens into obstinacy ; and the 
careless mother, who, at some time or other, in- 
tended to begin a system of moral training, but 
always saying, there is time enough yet, when the 
reason is a little moj'e strengthened — wonders, when 
she does commence, that the subject of her disci- 
pline is so difficult to manage. And even then, she 
has so neglected to prepare herself for her duties, 
that she knows not how to set about them, or what, 
in Cict, she has to do. An ill-managed child 
tinues growing, not only in stature and ' 
hut in his wayward disposition and obstinate self- 
will. The poor mother has no control ; and, as to 
the father, he is too much taken up with the carea 
of business to aid his imperfect helpmate ; and thus 
the scene is exhibited, described by Solomon, of 
" a child left to himself." Anotherand another ar» 
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added to this fiisf-born, and are governed, mis. 
governed, or not governed at all ; and there are 
soon seen, In rude, disobedient, and ill-natured 
children, perhaps, at length, profligate sons, and 
vain, silly daughtera, the sad fruits of the want of 
maternal wisdom. 

Young mothers, leqin well then. Manage that 
first child with judgment, put forth all your skill, 
all your affection, all yttir diligence and devoted- 
ness, in training kim , and the hal it thus acquired, 
all will be comparatively easj with the others that 
follow. It is the novelty ot that fii^t child, the 
new affections which it calK forth, and the new in- 
terest that it makes, that are likely without care to 
throw you off your guaid, and divert your atten- 
tion from the great work of moral training The 
first child makes the good or injudicious mother! 

And as it is of immense consequence to begin 
your maternal excellence with the first child so is 
it of equal importance to him, and to every one 
that is added, as I have already said, to begin early. 
"Education," it has been beautifully observed, 
" does not begin with the alphabet It begins with 
a mother's look; with a father's nod of approba- 
tion, or sign of reproof, with a sister s gentle press- 
ure of the hand, or a brother's noble act of forbear- 
ance ; with a handful of flowers in green dells, or 
on hills, or In daisy meadows ; with creeping ants, 
and almost imperceptible emmets ; with humming 
bees, and glass bee-hives ; with pleasant walks in 
shady lanes, and with thoughts directed in affection- 
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ate and kindly tones and words to nature, to beauty, 
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early niay he be made to distinguish betweea what 
his mother considers right and wrong, between what 
will please, and what will displease her. Why, the 
brute creatures will do this; and if ihey can be 
taught this, may not very young children'? It is 
admitted that there is more of reason in many 
brutes than in very young children. Still, even 
young animals may be trained to know what they 
may, and what they may not do ; and so may very 
34 
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young children. WeofUn hear mothers say, -theii 
children are too yomig to be taught obedience. 
The mother who acts upon this maxim, that children 
may have their own way for a certain number of 
years, or even months, will find, to her cost, that 
that lesson, at least, will not speedily be forgotten. 
Moral training may and should precede that which 
is intellectual. The cultivation of the afFections 
and the conscience should be the commencement 
of education, and this will help all the rest. 

There is in some women a timidity and distrust 
of their own capability, which paralyzes or pi'events 
the endeavors which they could make if they would 
only believe in their own power. Every woman 
of good, plain understandiDg can do more than she 
imagines for the formation of her children's charac- 
ter. And what she is deficient in, let her supply 
by reading. No mother, however qualified, should 
neglect this.* Every one may leam something 
from others. Fearful and timid, and somewhat 
anxious mothers, be not afraid ! Prayer will bring 
God's help and God's blessing. 

Injudicious indulgence is the most common, as it 
is the most injurious danger into which a young 
mother can fall. Be kind ; you ought to be. An 

* I again reoommeml Mrs. Ellis'a works— and to moihera, 
her ijoqk addreased to ■' The Mothera of England," Mrs. 
Sandford'fl work, already quoted, as well aa recommended. 
" Woman'a Mission," and Monod'a book. And especially 
let young mothers take ia that admirable periodical, " The 
Bcitiah Mother's Mafazinc," ediled by Mra. Bdkewell. 
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unloving, hard-hearted mother is a double libel 
upon her sex and her relationship. Love is her 
power, her instrument, her talisman. She can do 
nothing, worse than nothing, without it. But then 
her love must be like that of the Divine Parent, who 
said, "As many aa 1 love, I rebuke and chasten." 
Woman, can you aay No to a child, when with win- 
ning smiles, or beseechmg voice, or weepmg e}es, 
he asks for what it is not good he should leoeive? 
Can you take from him what \~, likelj to be inju- 
rious, and what will put hmi to pam to'suirender? 
Can you correct him for his faults when your heart 
rises up in oppositiou to jour judgment? Can you 
put him from your arma, at a proper season for so 
doing, when he clings to jour neck and cries to re- 
main? Can you exact obedience in, to him a diffi- 
cult, but to you, a necessary duty ? Woman, 1 ask 
you can you stand out against a child's tears, res- 
olute in purpose, unyielding in demand, and first 
conquer j our own heart so stoutly resisting you in 
order t c querhs' O do jou allow yourself to 
be 9ubd ed to put an e d t the contest, and by 
sooth B ^^ suffer gs foster the temper which 
ought to 1 e e ad cated at any pains and any eosti 
She who en ot i swer all this in the affirmative 
is not tit to be a mother. There must be discipline 
in a fiimily. The parent must be obeyed. Give up 
this, and you train your children for evil and not 
for good. Here, again, I say begin early. Put on 
the soft and easy yoke early. The horse is broken 
in while a eolt. Wild beasts are tamed while yet 
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thej are youpg. Both the human species and ani- 
mals soon grow beyond the power of discipline. 

A young mother is apt to devolve too much of 
the care and early training of her children upon 'serv- 
ants. Much of what may be called ted udge y 
of managing children must, of necessity be ed 
to them ; but a wise woman will have h h d en 
as much with her as possible. Next o m he s 
our nurse-maids are the most influen ass of 

"the community, as regards young child n They 
and nursery governesses are, to a grea e 

educators of the community. These, ca y 

ing the children in their arms, or leadi g he u 
for air and exercise, or attending upon them in the 
nursery, or dressing or undressing them, or, indeed, 
however they may be employed for them, are form- 
ing them to good or evil habits. If multitudes are 
spoiled by mothers^ multitudes more are spoiled by 
servants ; and some of the latter class have undone 
all the good the former have done. Of what im- 
portance is it, then, that you should be careful as to 
the persons you admit to your families in this capa- 
city, to whom to intrust your children's minds, and 
hearts, and consciences ; for, depend upon it, they 
have the care of those, as well as of their bodies. 

Need I say to you, that all you do in training up 
your children in the way they should go, should 
bear directly or indirectly on their eternal welfare ; 
and if I seem to advert to this subject with a fre- 
quency that looks like tautology, let its tremendous 
importance, and its too frequent and too great neg- 
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lect, be mj apology. You will not overlook, aa 
we have already remarked, the intallectual training 
of your ctiildreo's minds, but their moral and relig- 
ious education will, 1 hope, be with you the chief 
object of solicitude. Viewing your children as im- 
laoital beings destined to eternity, and capable of 
the enjoyments of heaven, you will labor, e e 1 o i 
infiincy, to imbue their minds with religious deas 
It is immortality whicli rescues from littleness and 
insignificance all that it appertains to, a d he e 
arises iu no inconsiderable degree the exal ed 1 o or 
of a mother. "She has given birth, by tte ao er 
eign ordination of the Almighty, not to a bemg of 
a mere momentary existence, whose life will perish 
like that of the beast of the field, but to an im- 
mortal ! Her sucking infant, feeble and helpless as 
it may appear, posaeesea within its bosom a rational 
soul, an intellectual power, a spirit which all-de- 
vouring time can not destroy ; which can never die, 
but which will outlive the splendors of the glorious 
sun, and the burning brilliancy of all the material 
part of heaven. Throughout the infinite ages of 
eternity, when all these shall have served their pur- 
pose and answered the beneficent end of their erea- 
tion, and shall have been blotted out from their 
position in the immense regions of space, the soul 
of the humblest child will shine and improve before 
the eternal throne, being filled with holy delight 
and divine love, and ever active in the praises of its 
blessed Creator." Mothers, such is your dignity — ■ 
such your exalted honors. Feel and value your 
34* 
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rich distinction in being called to educate the sons 
and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, and pre- 
paring the holy family who are to dwell in thosa 
many mansions of his Father's house, which the 
Lord Jesus is gone to prepare. 

Give yourselves up to this glorious work. But 
be judicious in ali you do, lest you produce a prej- 
udice against, instead of a prepossession ou behalf 
of, true religion. Let your warmest affection, your 
greatest cheerfulness, your most engaging smiles 
be put on when you teach religion U> your children. 
Approach as near as possible to a seraph form. Be 
you religion in all its beauty, loveliness, sanctity, 
and inefeble sweetness. Let them see it in your 
character as well as hear it from your lips. And 
especially be careful not to enforce as a task what 
should be proposed as an object of hope and a 
source of delight. Let them see in you, that ciety, 
if in one respect it is a straight and narrow path, is 
in another a way of pleasantness and a path of 
Do not inflict upon them as a punishment 
!S the learning of Scripture and of hymns; 
and thus convert religion, which is the foretaste of 
heaven, into a penance which shall be to them like 
being tormented before their time. Especially do 
not make the Sabbath a day of gloom instead of 
gladness, by such an accumulation of services as 
shall cause the day of rest to be more physically 
irksome than the common labors of the week. 

And can it be necessary, after what I have said 
in a former part of this sermon, to admonish joii 
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again to pray for and with your children. How 
have a mother's prayers been blessed to her chil- 
dren. John KandoJph, a distinguished American 
fitatesman, who had been mucli exposed to the 
seductions of infidelity in the society into which he 
had been thrown by his position, thus accounted to 
a gentleman, with whom he was conversing, for his 
preservation : " I believe I should have been swept 
away by the flood of French infidelity, if it had not 
been for one thing — the remembrance of the time, 
when ray sainted mother used to make me Itneel 
by her side, taking my little hands folded in hers, 
and cause me to I'epeat the Lord's prayer." 

" On tlie east end of Long Island, in one of the 
most secluded spots in this country (America), 
more than thirty years ago, a mother, whose rare 
intellectual and moral endowments were known to 
but few, made this simple record: 'This morning 
I rose very early to pray for my children ; and 
especially that my sons may be ministers and mis- 
sionaries of Jesus Ciirist.' 

" A number of years after, a friend, who was 
present, thus describes this mother's dying hour ; 
'Owing to extreme weakness, her mind wandered, 
and her conversation was broken ; but as she enter- 
ed the valley of the shadow of death, her soul 
lighted up and gilded its darkness She made a 
feeling and most appropriate prayer, and ttld her 
husband that her views ■ind anticipations hid been 
such, that she could scarcely sustain them , and that 
if they had been Increased she should have been 
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overwhelmed , th,it hei Saviour had blessed her 
with constant peace, and that, thiough all her sick 
ness, she had never prated for life She dedicated 
her five sons to G<jd as ministers and misMonaries 
of Jesus Christ, and said that her greatest desire 
was, that her childien might he triined up for God 

" ' She spoke with joy of the advancement of the 
kingdom of Chuat, and of the glorious d'iy now 
ushering in. She attemptpd to apeak to her chil 
dren, but was so exhausted, and their cries and sobs 
were such, that she could say but little. Her hus- 
band then made a prayer, in which he gave her 
back to God, and dedicated ali they held in com- 
mon, to him. She then fell into a sweet sleep, 
from which she awoke in heaven.' 

" The prayers of this mother have been answer- 
ed. All her eight children have been ' trained up 
for God.' Her five sons are all 'ministers -and 
missionaries of Jesus Chi'ist :' and the late Eev. 
George Beecher is the first of her oflspring whom 
she has welcomed to heaven." And one of her 
daughters ia the lady already alluded to in this dis- 
course, who has obtained a world-wide fame by her 
elegant, benevolent, and pathetic story against slav- 
ery. In that lady and her work, as well as in her 
able and learned brothers, we see the fruit of a 
mother's prayers. 

Take with you the following maxims, as sum- 
ming up all that has been said : 

Though a child's character is not entirely created 
by the circumstances in which he is placed, espe- 
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oially as regards his mother, it is powerfully influ- 
enced by them. 

Educiition is designed to forni character, and not 
merely to communicate instruction. Agesilaus, 
king of Sparta, when asked what it was in which 
youth ought principally to be instructed, replied, 
" In that which they have most need to practice 
when men." 

Obedience is the first thing a mother has to teach ; 
fii-st,both in order and time, and the foundation of 
all the rest. Obedience must first be taught as a 
habit, and soon after inculcated as a dut^. 

A mother should assiduously cultivate the spirit 
of curiosity in a child, and, instead of always call- 
ing him to learn, should prompt his desire to be 
informed. 

Young children must be sometimes contradicted 
in their wishes — but never merely for the purpose 
of teaching them submission, by taking from them 
some thing they are pleased with. 

Habits of employment, and a love of um/uI em- 
ployment, should be taught to children ; they are 
nol so mischievous, for the mere love of mischief, 
as they are supposed to be. If they destroy articles, 
it is sometimes for the purpose of investigation, 
and, oftener still, for want of proper employment, 
which ought to be furnished to them. In very early 
childhood, a love of industry and honest independ- 
ence may be instilled into a child, by teaching 
him that it is honorable to be usefully employed. 
One Jittle child may feel the pleasure and practice 
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the duty of benevolence, by doing something for 
the comfoi't of a tender babe still more helpless 
than itself. 

It is of the first importance for a mother to es- 
tablish in the mind of her child, an entire confi- 
dence in herself — in her wisdom, kindness, truth, 
and irresistible authority. 

Truth, siceerity, candor, and ingenuousness are 
cardinal virtues to be taught to children. Simplic- 
ity is the beauty of a child's character ; and he 
should be taught from the beginning to act upon 
principle, and not for the saite of being well thought 
of or rewarded. 

Domestic affections should be most assiduously 
cultivated. When the second baby is bom, the 
first child should, if old enough to understand the 
matter, be congratulated, and taught to regard it 
as an acquisition by which his happiness is to be 
increased, and in whose welfare he is to take an 
interest, in conjunction with his parents. The child 
who is taught affectionate obedience to parents, and 
justice and kindness toward his little equals round 
the domestic hearth, is being trained to fill with 
propriety the station and relations of future life. 

Out of the babe grows the child ; from the child, 
the youth ; from the youth, the man ; and from the 
man, the immortal — and that immortal will be an 
heir of glory or a child of perdition. Let this be 
remembei'ed from the beginning, and ever acted 

Discipline in a family is what the public admin- 
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istration of justice is to a state ; where it is want- 
ing, there may be very good laws, but they will 
remain a dead letter, and the reign of crime and 
contusion be the certain consequence. 

Religion should not be regarded as one science 
among many, the inculcation of which is a part of 
good education,, but it must be the vital principle 
diffusing itself through all instruction, all rules, all 
authority, all discipline, all example. At what age 
is it proper, it may be asked, to begin teaching 
children religion? Their father and mother are, if 
true and consistent Christians, religion embodied 
and alive. And as soon as they begin to know 
their parents, they begin to know something about 
religion. A very young child is quite aware that 
bis parents speak to One whom they do not see, 
and mquiring thoughts are awakened in his mind, 
before he can express them in words.* 

And now, then, to sum up all, consider a mothers 
charge — sn immortal creature ; a mother's duty— 
to train him ap for God, heaven, and eternity; a 
mother's dignity — to educate the family of the Al- 
mighty Creator of the universe; a mother's diffi- 

* Some of thBae maxims are taken from a work of the 
lata Mra. Copley, pnbliahed by the Tract Society, and en- 
titled, " The Young Mother ; or, Affectionate Advice to an 
Unmarried Daughter." A work which ia most earnestly 
recommended to all joang mothers, or who have the pros- 
pect of becoming such, as containing more aound, prnclioal, 
and ralaable ailTice ou the phjaical, intellectual, and moral 
training of young children, than anj book I am a^jquainted 
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culty— to train a fallen, sinful creature to holiueas 
and virtue ; a mother's privilege — the promise of 
Divine grace to assist her in her momentous duties ; 
a mother's relief— to bear the burden of her cares 
to God in prayer; and a inotliei''s hope — to meet 
her child in glory everlasting, and spend etei'nal 
ages of delight with him before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 

But are mothers only to engage in this work of 
educating their children tor God? No. Tathers, 
I speak to you, for the Bible speaks to you : "Ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." 1 haveaddressed this sermon to yourwives, 
because on them first devolves the duty of training 
the infant mind ; not, however, to exonerate you 
from, but to engage them in ibis blessed work, and 
prepare the cbildren for yo\ir bands. Not that they 
will ever, or should ever, give up their assiduities or 
withdraw their influence. No. A mother's pffi,ver 
is, perhaps, as great when judiciously exerted over 
the adult, as over the infant ebild. But you, when 
the children are growing up, must join your solici- 
tude and labors with hers. They are your children 
as well as hers. God will require their souls at 
your hands as well as hers. Are you exercising 
your authority, giving your instructions, pouring 
out your prayers, affording your example, for the 
salvation of your children? Is it your wish, your 
ambition, your endeavor, your supplication, that 
they may bo religious men, or only rich ones? 
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Are you pouring your influence into the same chan- 
nel as your holy wife 1 Are you helping or hinder- 
ing her in her pjoua solicitude for the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of your joint offspring? Happy, 
happy couple ! whei-e there is sympathy of feeling, 
and similarity of sentiment in the most momentous 
concern that can engage the attention of man, of 
angels, or of God — j'eligion. Where the husband 
and the wife aic of one mind and one heart, not 
only in reference to themselves, hut in regard also 
to their children, and both are engaged in training 
them up for everlasting glory ; 1 can liken such a 
couple, 111 their benevolent efforts for tlieir children's 
welfdie, only to the two angels who were sent down 
from heaven to the lescueof Lot, and who, with 
holy and beneficent violence, took him by the hand 
to pluck him from the burning city, and conducted 
him to the place of safety prepared by the mercy 
of Almighty God 

35 
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APPENDIX. 

Since this Bermon -was composeii noil partly printed, 1 
hsTe reoeiTed the following letter ; 

"Dear Mr, James— In yoTir nest sermon to Young 
■Women, will you kiodlj give some advice to common-place 
mnlkers, who, not gifted with estraordinarj affection, or 
eitraordinary patience, are apt to te sadly worried with 
the incessant and multifarious claims of a large little fam- 
ily; especially wliere a limited income imposes unremitting 
toil to arrange for ordinary domestic comfort ; and the nu- 
merous inmates of a small house almost preclude the re- 
freshmeot of solitary closet intercourse with that Heavenly 
Father who rewardeth openly. As a class, we would gladly 
be instructed how to avoid, or, at least, to surmount the 
impatience and irritation so frequently engendered by the 
perpleiitiea of the nursery and the sehool-room ; the hasty 
speech, the angry action, which must be not only a hin- 
drance to maternal influence, but perhaps even a hindrance 
to the efScacy of a mother's prayers. 

" Escuae the liberty I take in thus writing to you, and 
with many thanks for your past valuable hints, 

" Believe me, dear air, jours very respectfully, 

"A Common-Place Mother." 
SoTumier, ;B5a. 

This letter claims and awakens my tenderest sympathy 
for the class of mothers to whom it appertains; I mean 
women without the advantages of wealth, the acoommo- 
datiODfl of a nursery, and the help of servants to lighten 
the load of maternal cares, and to assist in the performance 
of maternal duties ; women who must ever be in the midst 
of the perpetually-recurring trials of temper to which thf 
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m g mily must erer eipose 

h m d m m ves, as to inteltec^ual 

fi miaon-plaoe mothers." 

L m po aa ay were but slenderly 

fid ea w r of the letter aboie 

given, gives full evidence liat she ia not disqualified for » 
mother's flinctions, so far as mental ability is concerned ; 
but perhaps she, and others in her situation, niaj hnv» 
something yet to leEirn and acquire as tfl temper and man- 
ner. It ia evident the is in danger in these respeota. The 
■waywardness and freaks of unamiable disposition in her 
children produce petulance and irritability, and lead, 
perhaps, too often, on her part, to unseemly anger. A 
scold, a slap, or a shake, sometimes take the place of a 
mild but firm eipostulation.aod calm correction. To her, 
and to all in her situation, ne say, what you need, a.nd 
■what you must put forth all your constant and delermiued 
effort, acd wrestling supplication ■with God, to obtain, is 
the complete subjugation of your temper. You micst 
bring this under control. Tou must acquire forbearance, 
patience, and a calm serenity. It will cost you much 
trouble and much prayer to attain it; but God'a.graoa 
will be sufficient for you. I do not, of course, counsel you 
to seek after that apathetic, eaay indifi'erence vehich lets 
the children take their own course, and fur the sake of a 
little ease tlirows up the reina of discipline. Still a 
mother must often have ejes.and not see; ears, and not 
hear. A fussing, fidgety notice of every little thing that 
goea wrong in the temper of all the children, will keep her 
in perpetual misery. To all, then, who are in the sltua- 
tionof'The Common-place Mother," I again and again, 
■with all poaaible emphasis, say, subdue your irritability, 
and acquire a calm, patient, forbearing, loving, and serene 
mind. God will help you if you seek it. You must not 
think such a frame of mind unattainable, nor allow your 
provocations and temptations to he an apology for your 
little sallies of bad temper. 
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The misfortune, perhaps, in tlie coat of such mothers is, 
that they diil not begin well. The first child waa not well 
monnged Bad habits crept on, and noti, with the Similj 
jncreaaed, il is difficult w breni tliem. I have known even 
lai^e, yery large little fumiliea, where, by good temper, 
patience, and kindneas, mised with firmneas, on the part 
of the mother, aided by a wise, kind, firm father, and 
where there were few domestic accommodations, the chil- 
dren were all weli-managed, and the parents happy. 

It would greatly comfort, help, and encourage these 
mothers, if, where sach institutions were formed, they 
attended the meetings of Mothers' Societies. There is a 
very well-conducted one, whicli assembles every fortnight 
in the class-room of Carr's Lane Chapel, and I recommend 
my unknown correspondent, and others of her class, to 
join the society They need encouragement, and at such 
meet ng tl ej find 

As regards wl at a sa d about tie opportunity for 
pr yer I an hardly ad a crowded honse to be an ex- 
cuse tor the neglect of tl a Every mother iiaa her own 
chamber at comnand a 1 ttle sanctuary to which, when 
nfant to ces re husl ed n le p she can repair, and pour 
out her heart to fod f r 1 er children, and breathe oyer 
some of them, alumbering, perliaps, on the bed at which 
she kneels, a mother's prayers. Besides, how much of 
prayer, ailent and ejsculatory, yet aincere, fervent, and 
belicTing, may be presented to God, without the formali- 
ties of devotion, or the retirement of the closet, 

I again say, let no mother despair of berself because 
she does not possess high intellectual qnalifiealions ; the 
more of these there are, of course the bette b m 

per nnder control— a patient, loving, forbe fe d po 
tion— a mild iirmnesa— a gentle, but conatan n n 

of parental authority — a judicious adminis n 

wards and correction, will enable any wo i fi h 

place with efficiency, though slie may think be 

" A Common-place Mother," 
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If any one should desire a book which combines 
grandeur of subject with beauty of expression ; the 
sublimest theology with the soundest morality ; the 
widest variety of topic, with an obvious unity of 
design ; the most ancient history, with the most 
fascinating poetry ; the profoundest philosophy, 
with the plainest maxims of human conduct ; pa- 
thetic narratives, with picturesque descriptions of 
character; in short, a booli which shall as truly 
gratify the taste by the elegance of its composition, 
as it shall sanctify the heart by the purity of its 
doctrines; and thus, while it opens the glories of 
heaven, and prepares the soul for possessing and 
enjoying them, shall furnish a source of never- 
failing pleasure upon earth — I say, ifsuchabook be 
sought for, it can be found in the Bible, and only in 
the Bible. This precious volume more than an- 
swers the description just given. Where, in all 
the range of inspired or uninspired literature, cas 
be Found a delineation of female excellence, 1 will 
35* 
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not say equal to, but worthy to be compared with, 
thatwhichforms the subject of the present discoursed 
We have here a picture, of which it is difficult to 
say which is the most striking, the correctness of 
the drawing, or the richness of the coloring. Both 
display a master's hand, and though delineated three 
thousand years ago, it is still true to nature, when 
we have removed some of the effects of time, re- 
touched some of the lines that have been clouded 
and obscured by length of years, and thrown in a 
few explanatory additions, to adapt it to modem 
habits. It is impossible to look at it without admi- 
ration and delight. It adds to the interest, to know 
that it is the production of a female artist; It is 
the description of a good wife, drawn by the hand 
of a mother, for the guidance of her son in the 
selection of a companion for life. They are " the 
words of King Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother 
taught him." Who this man was is a matter of 
uncertainty. It was not Solomon, as some have 
supposed. The original Hebrew has many Chalda- 
isms, which are found in no other part of the book 
of Proverbs, and which afford a cogent argument 
that it was written by another hand, and perhaps 
after the captivity. The whole passage is written 
with great art, being a Itind of poena, containing 
twenty-'wo verses, of which each in succession, lilte 
some of tnc Psalms, begins with a different letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet. Whoever Lemuel might 
have been, he had the privilege of a most eminent 
mother. "The admonitory verses with which the 
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chapter commences, composed by this distinguished 
woman for her son, whea in the flower of jouth 
and higli expectation, are an inimitable production, 
as well in respect to their actual materials, as the 
delicacy with which they are selected. Instead of 
attempting to lay down rules concerning matters 
of state and political government, the illustrious 
writer confines herself, with the nicest and most 
becoming art, to a recommendation of the gentler 
virtues of temperance, benevolence, and mercy, and 
to a minute and unparalleled delineation of the 
female chaiacter, which might bid fairest to promote 
the happiness of her son in connubial life," What 
a pattern of maternal excellence is this mother of 
King Lemuel, and we may well imagine, that in 
this inimitable portrait she drew her own likeness. 
What sons we should see, if all were blessed with 
such mothers as she was ! 

in taking up this delineation, we shall consider 
FIRST, the inquiry which introduces it. " Who can 
find a ■sirtuou'3 woman? for her price is far above 
rubies," Thn interrogation implies the rarity and 
the worth of the object sought. The question 
might have been more forcible in those times than 
in ours, for such a blessing might have been, and no 
doubt was, more scarce than it is now. True it is, 
the picture is so admirable, that even now a perfect 
resem|>lance is not to be found everywhere. Yet, 
if extraordinary excellence is not often found, hap- 
pily that which is far above mediocrity is by no 
means rare. And why should there not be in every 
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female bosom an intense desire to rise to a perfect 
conformity to this beaiitiiii! pattern ? How much 
moi'e to be valued by her happy possessor is this, 
than all the jewels with which so many women are 
fond of being decked, or than the largest and the 
purest diamond in the mines of the east! 

We proceed, SEOONnir, to consider the exquisite 
delineation of " the virtuous woman" now before 
us. But really I feel as if to touch it were to spoil 
it, and as though comments were almost like paict- 
ii!g the tulip, perfuming the rose, or attempting to 
add brilliancy to the sun. 

Instead of following the order of the verses, and 
adopting tJie regular expository method, I shall 
give a forma! arrangement, for the completion of 
which, in something like symmetrical relation of 
parts, 1 shall dislocate the verses and place them 
under separate heads and titles. The authoress 
reserves piety for the climax^ or culminating point 
of her description, and winds up the whole thus : 
" Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a wom- 
an that feareth the Lord she shall be praised." I 
shall make this ouj- starting--pomt. We would re- 
mark, that the family to which the matron here 
1 suppiised to belong is one in good cir- 
, to the prosperity of which her own 
conduct aud wise management materially contrib- 
ute. We shall consider — 

I. Her puty, as set forth In the verses just 
quoted, in which the essence of true religion is com- 
prised in that phi'ase— ■' The fear of the Lord:" 
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which means the cultivation and exercise of all 
right and holy dispositions toward God. Yes, this 
is religion, to have the heart right toward God. 
And we hold that this is not merely the gilded 
ornament that towers upward to heaven, and crowns 
and beautifies the building at the apex, though it is 
all this ; but it is more than this, for it is the base 
of the whole structure, and supports the noble pyra- 
mid of its varied excellences. It is this which 
makes them strong and stable, and insures at once 
their proportions and their perpetuity. True piety, 
instead of setting aside a single female excellence, 
clothes them all with a Divine sanction, harmonizes 
the demands of God with the claims of man, con- 
verts the ordinary duties of domestic iife into a 
means of preparation for that glorious world where 
the social ties no longer exist, and softens the cares, 
anxieties and sorrows, with which woman's lot in 
this world is but too often sadly oppressed. What- 
ever eUe a woman may be, without this she is 
lamentably deficient. " Favor," or as the word sig- 
nifies, gracefulness, "is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain." The face of a beautifiil woman ought to be 
an index of the mind ; and when all is fair without, 
as it is said of the king's daughter in the Psalm, all 
should be glorious within. Never does an ill-fur- 
nished mind and an ill-favored heart appear more 
revolting than when seen united, and in contrast, 
with personal attractions. And yet how oftga do 
elegance of manners, and loveliness of person, con- 
ceal dispositions which are in perfect contrast with 
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them, and bitterly disappoint the man who has been 
captivated by them, and who in his choice of a 
wife has been led by no other considerations than 
mere personal charms. " Let beauty have its due 
praise, and suppose what you will of it — suppose 
all that the poets say of it to he true, still the text 
tells you it is vain, it is in its nature transient, fleet- 
ing, perishing ; it is the flower of the spring which 
must fade in autumn ; and when the blossom falls, 
if no fruit succeeds, of what value, I pray, is the 
tree 1 The grave is already opening for the most 
elegant person that moves, and the worms are wait- 
ing to feed on the fairest face that is beholden." 
But religion is an excellanee and a beauty which 
time can not corrode, old age wrinkle, disease spoil, 
nor death destroy ; hut which, after living and thriv- 
ing amid all other decays in this world, shall flour- 
ish in the next in all the vigor of immortal youtK 

11. We next note here conjugal excellence. 

"The heart of her husband doth safely trust in 
her, so that he shall have no need of spoii. She 
will do him good, and not evil, ali the days of her 
life,"— 11, 12. 

Those are good really, who arc good relatively ; 
and especially in wedded life. Confidence between 
man and wife is the basis of domestic happiness. 
There can not possibly be happiness where this is 
wanting. Suspicion and jealousy must drive felic- 
ity out of doors. In regard to the "virtuous 
woman," her husband trusts her chastity. Her 
fidelity is as inviolable as the covenant of the Most 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



Solomon's descriptiob or a good wifb. 419 

High, and her purity unsullied as the light of 
heaven. What a torment is jealousy in the bo- 
som of husband or wife ! wormwood and gali are 
sweet to it. He trusts her fidelity in the manage- 
ment of his affairs, and knows that all his doinestio 
interests are safe iu her hands. With such a man 
ager at home, he can go without anxiety to his 
daily business — travel to distant places — or remain, 
when, necessary, by ever so long an absence, away 
from home. He shall have " no need of spoil :" 
shall have no necessity, through an improvident 
and unthrifty wife, for spoiling others of their prop- 
erty. " He need not," says Matthew Henry, "be 
griping and scraping abroad, as those must be, 
whose wives are proud and wasteful at home." 
She manages his affairs, so that he is always before- 
hand, and has such plenty of his own, that he is in 
no temptation to prey upon his neighbors. He 
thinks himself so happy in her, that he envies not 
those who have most of the wealth of this world ; 
he needs it not — he has enough in having such a 
wife. Happy the couple that have such satisfac- 
tion as this in each other ! It is too well knoWn 
to be denied, that if many husbands make their 
wives wretched by their unkindness, many wives 
make their husbands poor by unthriftiaess. Many 
a man has been tempted to cheat his creditors 
through the improvidence, bad management, and 
extravagance of his wife. The " virtuous woman" 
will study to do her husband good, and to avoid 
doing him evil, all the days of her life. She wiU 
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be inventive, ingenious, and laborious to promote 
his wimfort, his health, and his interests, will 
smoothen by her sweet words his brow, when 
wrinkled with care; hush the sigh that misfortune 
extorts from his bosom ; will answer with gentle- 
ness the sharp words that in moments of irritation 
drop from his lips — and will do all this, not by fita 
and starts in genial moods, but continually. 

But this is not all ; for, on looking onward in the 
chapter, we find another reference to her conduct 
and influence as a wife. " Her husband is known 
in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of 
the land." — 23., By the gates are meant the place 
of magisterial assembly and business, which, in an- 
cient times, was in apartments over the gates of the 
city. In these public convocations, a good wife will 
make her husband known, and add to his public 
reputation in various ways. Her prudent conduct 
in her domestic arrangements will enable him to 
leave home with confidence to attend to public 
business. She is not so engrossing of his company 
as to prevent his becoming a public benefactor and 
blessing. Bj the happiness which she imparts to 
him at their own fireside, she sends him abroad, 
not with a downcast look, as if he had left:a heavy 
trouble at home, or earned it eierywhere with 
him; but wiih a cheerful countenance, as though 
he had just come from the stene and seat of his 
chief earthly bliss Bj her proper care of his per- 
sona! appearince, m the elegince and neatness of 
his apparel, and which, in ancient times, was the 
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work of her hinds, and e^peLiallj b> the force of 
her holy example "sustaining and encouiaging hs 
excellence, she raises the honoi aid met eases the 
respect of her husband He 13 better known and 
more esteemed ts the husband of sueh % wite 
Can a woman rise to h gher honors than thia — to be 
so exeellent and estimable as to augment the pubho 
respectability of her husband 1 Still, let husbands 
take care that they do not shine only in borrowed 
splendor, and stand indebted for all their esteem to 
their wives. Let them so act, and be such men, that 
the honor they receive on account of their wives be 
only an addition to the greater honor that belongs 
to themselves. It is the i:omfort and glory of a 
man, to be better known and more respected, on ac- 
count of his wife ; but it ia to his discredit to be 
known and respected onl^ by his wife. It is & 
poor, mean affair for a man to go through society 
with no better patent than his wife's excellence. 
Such a woman must feel herself, though in one 
sense exalted, in another degraded, by being the 
wife of a man who has no public honor but what 
he derives from her. It mvsi bring misery when 
the husband finds himself ever in a total eclipse of 
his wife; except, indeed, he be too stupid to feel 
it. Alas for the wife of such a man ! Let this in- 
duce care and caution in the formation of the mar- 
riage-union. Unequal m.itches are not often happy 
ones. 

III. Observe, now, her industiy as a woman. 

" She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh will- 
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ingly with her hands Phe layeth her hanrls to th€ 
sp ndle ind h r hands, hold the d atift —13 19 

This la in allusion to the customs of the times, 
aid IS a de&ciijtion of personal hahits of manual 
lahor and enurgetio emplojment All textures of 
wot 1 and flax cotton and silk were before the in 
vention of machnery wo\en out of thread and 
yam spun by the hand through the instrumeiitality 
of the distaff ai d the spindle Nor was thu occu 
patiin confined BTclusnelj to the laloring tlasses, 
f r queens princesses ■ind peeresses disda ned not 
t J be thui employed am d the more courtly occu 
pations of thair rank * 

It 11 well worthj of att ntion that out of the 
twentj tw verses if th a elegant poom eleven are 
taken up in setting torth the virtue ai d practice of 

• Many of the olaaaio authors refer to this. Homer, 
both in hia Riad and his Odyssey, alludes to it. So does 
Vir^l i and Ovid adTises maidens, if they would have the 
favor of Minerva, to learn to use the distaff, to card, and to 
spin. Lucretia waa found spinning with her maids, ivhen 
har husband visited Ler from the camp. The wool spun by 
Tarquin'3 wife wili the distaff and spindle, long remained 
in the temple. Alexander the Great is said to have shown 
to the Persian princesses his garments made by his motJieF. 
Our English records of female royalty fumisli similar 
proofs of hand-industry. The m.ignificent, far-famed tap- 
estry of Bayeuiwas the workof William the First's queen. 
TJie messengers of Henry to Katherine of Arragon, an- 
nouncing her divoree, found her with a skein of red silk 
round her neck, being at work with her maids. Beautiful 
memorials are still preserved of Queen Katherine Parr's 
manual skill, — Bridges on the Fraserbs. 
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the matron's industry, in its various relations and 
duties. And her industry is represented as emi- 
nently utilitarian. Indolence is somelimes thought 
and said to be one of the failings to which women 
are exposed ; especially in single, and more fre- 
quently in high life. It is censurable even there ; 
how much more in the state of matrimony ; and 
they who are given up to it as maidens, are ia im- 
minent peril of carrying the hahit forward into the 
state of the wife, the mother, and the mistress. 
An indolent woman at the head of the domestic 
economy, must throw all into confusion. It is 
neither asked nor expected that her energies should 
"be expended on work? which belong to servants; 
but an active female, even where there are servante 
at command, might always find something to do 
without stepping out of her proper place. The 
mistress of an establishment, especifilly if she be 
also a wife and a mother, can never plead want of 
occupation aa an excuse for personal laziness. 
What a sad example does such a woman set to 
her servants and her children ! No vice is more 
contagious than this, nor is any example more 
likely to be imitated by those around.* 

* SimoDides, a Greek poet, who lived very early in Gre- 
cian Mstory, yi&a the author of the oldest satire extant. 
Ha employed his aareastic powers on the female sex. He 
tells u3 that the gods formed the souls of nomen out of those 
seeda i^nd priuciples which compose several kinds of ani- 
mals and elements; and that their good and bad disposi- 
tiana ariae in them according as euch and such seeds and 
prineipleB predominate in their constitutions. The slut. 
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IV. We nest notice her tfiriftiness as a wife and 
female head of a family, 

"She considereth afield, and buyeth it; with the 
fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard" — 16. 
" She niaketh fine Hnen, and selleth it ; and deliver- 
eth girdles unto the merchant" — 24. " She per- 
ceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle 
goeth not out by night"— 18.* 

the scold, the alaggird, the cunning, the variable, the ob- 
sequious, the moriiae, the vain, the ill-fuvored, and the 
indaatrious, are all traced back to their original prototypes; 
and perhaps the ingenuity of my readers, without any 
nelp from me, will enable Ihem to recognize what animaU 
and elenumts moat appropriately set forth these qualitiea 
of human character " The tenth and last specica," says 
the poet, " were made out of the bee ; and happy is the 
man who gets such an one for his wife. She is altogether 
faultless and unblameable. Her family flourishes and im- 
proves by her good management. She loves her huaband, 
and ia beloved by him. She brings him a race of beautiful 
and virtuous children. She distinguishes herself among 
her ses. She is surrounded with graces. Sbe never sits 
among the loose tribe of women, nor passes away her time 
with them in wanton diaeouraes. She is flill of virtue and 
prudence, and is the beat wife that Jupiter can beatow on 

" I ahall conclude these Iambics," saja the writer in the 
Spectator, " witb the motto of tfiis paper, which ia a frag- 
ment of the same author: ' A man can not possess any 
thing that is better than a good woman, or any tbing worse 
than ft bad one.'"— Spectator, vol. lii. 200. 

• It may be doubted whether in the state of society to 
which this description belongs there were any manvifactar- 
ers of household stuffs, but such as were thus produced in 
femilies, and tbe demand having no other source of supply, 
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From these verses it is apparent that ia early 
times women were extensively employed even in 
buying and selling, in such matters as suited their 
sex ; and did not withdraw their attention from 
other duties, in aiding their husbands to increase 
the wealth and oomforta of their families. This 
manufactory in the house, tbis traffic with the 
merchants, this buying a piece of ground and 
planting a vineyard, sounds hardly feminine in our 
ears; but it gives us an insight into tiiose times, 
and shows how little the tyranny of man over wom- 
an, which aftei'ward prevailed in Eastern countries 

etimulated domestic production to an eitent of which we 
can hardly hate an; adcqual^ conception. Many families 
would produce much more than they could consume, and, 
as there wag aiwaja a demand and a profitable remunera- 
tion for such prodactE, a, thrifty housewife would be in- 
duitrious herself, and keep all hands at work, especially 
at tliose articles, the fine linen and girdles, which were 
moat in demand. The trareling merchants called at the 
homes of the people', bought up their articles, and then re- 
BOld them. At the present day, we see offered for sale in 
Eastern tawos, either at first or second-hand, the outer 
garments, spun and woren by the Arab females in their 
tents, the admired carpets made by the women of Persia, 
and even the rich embroideries and other elegant produc- 
tions of the needle, which are prepared by the town ladies 
in their harems. — Kino's "Daily Bible EluslTations" on 
tbis chapter. lean not lose this opportunity of recommend- 
ing, in the strongest langaage and most emphatic manner I 
can command, this invaluaWe series of books. I believe, 
for the elucidation of the historic parts of Scripture, there 
is nothing comparable with them in the Engllah or lu; oth 
er language. 
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as time rolled on, had yet been practiced. Woman 
is here seen as man's companion, counselor and 
helper, even to the making of provision for the 
support of the family. Modern customs render 
this, to a considerahle extent, unnecessary. Wom- 
an's place, ordinarily, is the parlor and the nursery, 
rather than the shop. Buying and selling are the 
business of the husband, and taking care of the 
family that of the wife ; and the less, as a general 
rule, the latter has to do with the former the bet- 
ter. It is an indelible reproach to any man, to 
live in idleness upon the labors of his wife, and 
leave her to provide for the children also. A 
month's labor at the treadmill, or a month's pen- 
ance on bread and water, would be a suitable reg- 
imen for such drones. Yet necessity dispenses 
with ordinary laws; and where thei-e are no chil- 
dren to be provided for, or where their comfort 
and education can be attended to also, it is by no 
means an unseemly spectacle to witness a clever 
and devoted woman occasionally at the side of her 
husband in the scenes of his trade. This applies, 
of course, only to small concerns, for in lat^e ones 
there is no need of it. No wife will feel herself de- 
graded by such occupations. The grateful acd af- 
fectionate smile of her husband, and the conscious- 
ness that she is lightening his cares and aiding him 
to support his family, will be an ample reward foi 
her labor,* 

* It 13, however, a great unhappiness for the laboriDg 
classes of tliis and other manufacturing tonus, tba.t married 
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V, We notice, next,her judffment and skill in hei 
domtstie arrangements, 

"She riseth, also, while it is yet night, and gireth 
meat to her household, and a portion to her maid* 
BBs" — 15. ■' She looketh well to the ways <Jf her 
household, and eateth not the bread of idleness" — 27. 
" Her candle goeth not out by night" — 19. " She 

1 k he merchants' ships : she bringeth her food 

f m af —14. " She is not afraid of the snow 

f h h u hold, for all her household are clothed 

1 &\ ' or, as it should be rendered, " in 

d hleg m («"— 21. 

How many points there are here worthy of no- 
tice and imitation! She knows the value of time, 
and redeems it, and makes the day as long as she 
can by early rising. Nothing wastes time more 
than unnecessary slumbers. Sleep is a temporary 
death, and no more of it should be taken than pre- 
pares for a healthful resurrection in the morning. 
Even the rising of our Lord from the grave took 
place very early in the morning, as if, among the 
minor lessons he would teach us by the very circum- 

womeo, who are not only wives, but motiers, are so eitea- 
sively emplojedinonrmannfactoriea. loBomeoaEea it may 
b« necessary, tmd even beneficial ; but, as a general practice, 
it is fraught wiEli much discomfort to thefamily. And, in 
order to render it uonecesaary, let the husband be more 
industrious, more sober, more tomperate in ail things; and 
forego tbe earnings of hia wife at tbe manufactory, that 
she may be looking after her children, and proTidJng him 
with a clean, comfortBble, and well-ordered home. This 
takes away one temptation to frequent tbe ale-house. 
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stances of that wondrous and glorious event, one is, 
that our own morning figure of the resurrection, ia 
rising from our bed, should take place early, A 
elothfu! woman, who wastes the precious hours of 
prime in bed, is a sad example to her family. How 
can she teach the valuable habit of early rising to 
her children and servants ; or, how can she " look 
well to the ways of her household, and give meat 
to her maidens," by setting in order her household 
affairs, if she leave not her downy pillow till the 
day is far spent ^ And then, it is said of the good 
wife, "her candle gooth not out by night." When 
the days are short and the nights long, she takes 
110 advantage of this for the indulgence of sloth. 
Though eaiiy up to lengthen the day at that end, 
she is not in haste to retire to rest, and so shorten it 
at the other. Each hour has its work, and the work 
of the hour is done in the hour. The ways of her 
household are the constant matter of oversight and 
inspection. And such is the fi-uit of her good man- 
agement, that when winter comes, her servants and 
childi-en need not fear frost or snow, for, both in- 
side and out, they are protected from the cold. 
How interesting a scene is it, on a bleak, cheerless 
day, when the east wind is piercing, and the sleet is 
driving before it, to see a lar^e family, througli the 
activity of an industrious and kind mother and mis- 
tress, all clad in warm garments. In a complete 
sense of " looking well to the ways of her house- 
hold," it must include not only good housewifery, 
hut a proper attention to their moral habits, their 
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religious instruction, attendance on the means of 
grace, giving them time for secret pmjer and read- 
ing God's Word, the daily ordinance of family wor- 
ship, the careful observance of the Sabbath, anxious 
watchfulness over their manners, habits, and connec- 
tions ; in short, considering servants, not as beasts 
of burden not as mere mercenaries but as a 
solemn -md respji siVle trust for G 1 and eternity 
Who can have the daim to the title of a virtuous 
vioman who does not feel this weight of family 
responsil ility ?* And what a responsibil tj ' Let 
every naistress read it tremble and pray 1\ e 
most ut^tntly enjo n ill the a^. ^uirements ot good 
and clever housew ter\ of frugality without stingi 
ness, plenty without profus on ittentioi without 
slavery oider without taatidiou^ness di'ipatch with 
out hurry and elegance without extravagance 
" This bear m m nd sa d an accomplished writer 
in giving his advice to his son, when he is directing 
him as to the choice of a wife, " that if she is not 
frugal, if she is not what is called a good jnanager, 
if she does not pique herself on her knowledge of 
family affairs, and laying out her money to the best 
advantage, let her be ever so sweetly tempered, 
gracefully made, or elegantly accomplished, she is 
no wife for a tradesman ; and all these amiable 
talents wUI but open just so many ways to ruin. 
In short, remember your mother, who was so ex- 
quisitely versed in this art, that her dress, her table, 
and every other particular, appeared rather splendid 
« Bridges. 



Ho^twCOOglC 



430 Solomon's de8criptiob of a good wira. 



than otherwise ; and jet, good housewifery was 
tie foundation of all ; and her bills, to my certain 
knowledge, were a fourth less than most of her 
neighbors, who had hardly cleanliness to boast, in 
return for their awkward liberality." This is all 
true, and all good, as far as it goes. But then, it is 
not enough, for to this must be added all that moral 
and religious oversight and care, which Mr. Bridges, 
in the above quotation, has so justly included in it. 

VI. I may introduce now her conduct as a mother. 

"■ Her children arise up, and call her blessed"— 28. 

Happy the children of such a mother, who receive 
the lessons of wisdom taught them by her lips, as 
well as by the example of piety, prudenoe, and 
sobriety which she set them in her conduct. With 
their character formed under the plastic influence 
of her own, and the conaciousceas how much they 
owe to her influence, they rise up around her with 
feelings of gratitude and veneration; when sur- 
rounded with families of their own, they teach her 
grand-children to reverence her; and when she has 
descended to the tomb, they pour those blessing? 
over her grave which they had during her life been 
accustomed to oifer round her chair, or in their 
evening prayer for her welfare. Let It be the holy 
and honorable ambition of every mother to be 
crowned with the blessings of her children, which 
she that is foolish or sinful never can be. Let 
every mother seriously ponder what she would 
leally wish her daughters to be; what by general 
consent they would be praised for being, and that 
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let her be Herself. The mother should be as 
perfect a model as possible for her daughters to 
imitate. 

In my last sermon I gave directions to young 
mothers in reference to the early traiaing of their 
children ; let me now give a few hints to those 
whose children are rising up around them, or have 
become young men and women. I say, then, be 
much at home yourselves, and that is the way, if 
your temper, spirit, and conduct be loving and 
agreeable, to iceep them at home. Malte them fond 
of your society, by causing them to feei that you 
are fond of theirs. Throw an air of cheerfulness 
over the circle. A mother's smile is the sunshine 
of the domestic group, in which all delight to bask. 
Be happy yourselves, and you will then make your 
children happy around you. And yet let it not be 
a cheerfulness that degeneiates into levity. Noth- 
ing can be more unseemly than a frivolous mother, 
indulging in undignified mirth, or frothy, gossiping, 
or slanderous discourse, in the midst of grown-up 
sons and daughters. To be called a " rattle" is no 
commendation of a mother. Of all subjects on 
which a discreet mother will never joke with her 
children, love and courtship will be the last. A 
wise and good woman will avoid all trifling with 
matters of such delicacy and importance. To her 
sons she will exhibit in herself the model after 
which she would wish them to choose a wife ; and 
to her daughters, the pattern she Would wish them 
to copy, should they ever become wives and moth- 
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ers themselves. There should be a high and digni- 
fied bearing, softened by the tcnderest aSeetion; 
and a kindness and affability nncorrupted by a low 
familiarity. Her authority should insure the prompt 
■ obedience of her children, whatever be their age, aa 
her wisdom should attract their confidence, and her 
love their gratitude and affeetion. She must ba 
thus their companion, counselor, and comforter, 
and by the frankness of her own disposition encour. 
age theirs. They must be so treated as to be made 
to feel that they have no momentous secrets they 
could wish to conceal from her. And especially 
should she exhibit to them all the holiness, the 
naeekness, the consistency, the beauty and attract- 
iveness of true religion; the sanctifying, humbling, 
spiritualizing power of genuine godliness in pros- 
perity, and all its Divine support and heavenly 
consolation in adversity, that they may be won by 
her example to piety, and thus rise up not only on 
earth, and in time, but in heaven, and through all 
eternity, to call her blessed. 

Vn. She is not destitute of tasfe and elegance. 

"She makelh herself coverings of tapestry; her 
clothing is silk and purple" — 22. 

Though not addicted to the pride of dress, and 
the vanity of ornaments, she maintains, even by 
its external, conventional signs, her rank and ata. 
tjon in society. Her wardrobe and her fiimiture 
are in keeping with her circumstances, her virtues, 
and her industry. And it is right they should be. 
No, my female friends, religion is not at war with 



Ho^dtwCOOglC 



SOLOMON S DBaCRIPTION OF A GOOD WIPE. 433 

elegance and good taste. It is itself the "beauty 
of holiness," and the riehest and purest moral taste. 
Neither despise nor idolize these matters. Be 
neither a sloven nor a dressed doll; neither the 
slave nor the cynic of fashion ; neither excite dis- 
gust by your want of attention to little mattej's of 
order, becomingness, and ornament: nor court ad- 
miration by splendor and enpensiveness. Be con- 
sistent in all your modes with your station. Affect 
not the pride of meanness any more than that of 
magniticence. And as to the elegant occupationa 
for leisure hours of modern times, we refer you 
hack to what, in former sermons, we have said on 
the subject of accomplishments. 

VIII. '^oie'ii&r prudence in speech. 

"She openeth her mouth in wisdom" — 26. 

She thinks before she speaks; and therefore nei 
ther introduces a bad subject, nor disgraces a good 
one by an improper manner of discoursing upon it. 
She has too just a sense of the value of the gift of 
speech, and too accurate an idea of the power of 
words for good or for evil, to employ them in idle 
gossip, petty scandal, or slanderous backbiting. 
She is neither too taciturn, knowing that speech 
is given to be employed ; nor too talkative, equally- 
knowing that "in the multitude of words there 
wanteth not sin"— Prov. x. 29. The apostle 
James saith : '■ If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man." This, perhaps, is still 
more true of a woman, inasmuch as she is thought 
to have a greater propensity to loquacity. The 
37 
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ft f p c5i is nevei more adorned than when 

pi J d 1 the soft and gentle tones of woman's 
ng the wordi of wisdom and Ivindnpsa , 
dissonant and lepulsive than when her 

g luble in folly or falsehood, malice and 

p Have we not all known husbands, of 

wh m a large portion hag Veen employed in 

pi he mistakes correcting the follies heal 

h f ds, and repairing the ini=phiels oi wives 
ftho opened their mouths but not in wisdom? 
While on the other hand, has not many an Abigail, 
by her discreet and timely interpoaition ^nd wise 
address, averted the storm that was gathering over 
the family from the churlish language of Nabal, her 
husband t Blessed is that woman who knows how 
to charm, to repose the troubled thoughts of an 
angry or a vexed husband — who can discern when 
to be silent, and when to '•peak , and how hj the 
Bweet harpings of her \on.e to lull his agitated 
mind, and drive the eMl spirit out of his breast 
Ah! it is at home that this wisdom of speech is 
most wanted. What stormy scenes sometimes 
arise from the absence of it, which drive peace from 
the family, and fill it with harsh discords and fear- 
ful strifes! 

IX. Is benevolence no part of the spirit and con- 
duct of the virtuous woman 1 Let the text reply. 

" In her tongue is the law of kindness"— 26. " She 
stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reach- 
eth forth her hands to the needy"— 20. 

Her kindness begins with thoughts, goes on to 
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vordf, and ends in works. In her heart, it 19 as a 
principle of charity; upon her tongue, as a Jaw to 
dictate gentle, and soothing, and pleasing words. 
She speaks, and her expressions are as the drop- 
pings of the honeycomb, or the failing of the dew. 
But her mercy is in her hand, as well as in hei 
heai't, and upon her lips. She does not merely say 
to the hungry and shivering, " Be ye warmed, and 
be ye filled," but she givetli them wherewith to 
satisfy their hunger and clothe theii' limha. And 
her kindliness of disposition is the golden thread 
which runs through al! her life, and binds up all her 
actions, not only into a womanly but saintly benev- 
olence. Her spindle and distaff, so industriously- 
employed, are worked not for herself alone, but for 
the poor and needy. She is not so taken up with 
those within the circle of her facnily, as to forget 
those that are without. Her benevolence is like a 
spring, which not only refreshes and fertilizes the 
spot where it gushes up and makes all verdant 
round its mai^in, but flows onward to carry its 
benefits to those at a distance. She adorneth her- 
self with " silk and purple," and maketh " coverings 
of tapestry" for her own habitation, and clotheth 
her household in scarlet ; but then, also, like Dor- 
oas, she maketh garments for the poor. Oh, how 
beautifully does this feature of kindness come into 
the portrait; how does this diamond of mercy 
sparkie amid the other jewelry of this charming 
character. What a blank would the absence of it 
have made. How we should have turned away, 
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not with admiration, but with disgust, from this in- 
dustry, frugality, conjugal atfection, good house- 
wifery, maternal excellency, prudence, and ele- 
gance, if all these virtues had been exhibited in the 
iron setting of selfishness, instead of the gold of 
mercy. If this pattern -worn an for all household 
vii'tues had been presented to us so swallowed up 
in her own well- pro vided-for family, as to care 
nothing for the starving and naked families around 
her; why, then, a dark shadow would have fallen 
upon this otherwise bright character, and its lurain- 
ousness would have passed at once, if not into total, 
yet into partial eclipse. But it is not ao. Mercy, 
like a mid-day sun, rises upon the scene, and sheds 
its luster upon all. Christian women, you, you, 
must be the ~ brightest patterns of kindness and 
mercy which our selfish world contains, and add to 
temperance, patience, and godliness. Christian kind- 
ness and charity. 

X. Such a character can not be unnoticed or un- 
acknowledged ; nor can such excellence pass through 
the world without admiration and commendation j 
and we now, therefore, note the honor and esteem 
with which she is treated. 

"Strength and honor are her clothing; and she 
shall rejoice in time to come" — 25. " Her husband 
also, and he praiseth her" — 28. " Many daugh- 
ters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them 
all" — 29. " Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised" — 30. "Give her of the fruits of her 
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hands, and let her own works praise her in tba 
gates"— 31. 

She seeks cot human applause, and therefore 
acts no theatrical part ; nor for the sake of praise, 
affects display. Content with the love and esteem 
of her husband, the veneration and affection of her 
chiidren, and the respect of her friends, she is not 
anxious to obtrude hei'self upon public attention, to 
shine in brilliant circles, or to have even her excel- 
lence made the subject of general oommendatioa. 
Still unsoughl; praise ieill be given her. Sponta- 
neous tribute and free-will offeiings of honor and 
respect viill be paid her. Her husband will "be 
the fii'st tO' perceive, and the foremost to acknowl- 
edge her excellence. If a 'grateful man, he will 
make her sensible of his just appreciation of her 
excellences, not bj mere fondling and caresses, but 
by respect for her judgment and character ; by 
commending her to her children, and bidding them 
follow her example. Cases do sometimes occur of 
men so inferior to their wives, and so conscious of 
that inferiority, as to be jealous of their ascendency 
in the family, and to be envious of the talents and 
the virtues they can not imitate. A husband, 
blessed with such a woman as is described in this 
chapter, should not be backwai-d, on suitable occa- 
sions, to let others know the estimate he forms of 
her character. True it is that a wise man will not 
be ever talking of his wife's excellences; but ha 
will, at proper seasons, feel a pride and a pleasure 
in exalting her in public estimation, and the public 
37* 
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will not fail to give her the fruits of her doing* 
" Let every one," sajs Bishop Patrick, " extol hei 
virtue. Let her not want the jast commendation 
of her pious labors. But while some are magnified 
for the nobleueas of their stock from whence they 
sprang, others for their fortune, Others for their 
beauty, others for other things let the good deeds 
which she herself hath done be publicly praised in 
the greatest assemblies, where, if all men shall be 
silent, her own works will declare her excellent 
works." And to use the poetic language of an- 
other prelate, '' The crown which her own hands 
have thus formed, shall be placed upon her head, as 
it were by general consent, even in this life; and 
her good deeds celebrated in public assemblies, 
shall diffuse an odor grateful as the smell of Eden, 
or as the cloud of frankincense ascending from the 
holy altar. When her task is ended, the answer of 
a good conscience, and the blessings of all around, 
sweeter than the sweetest music, shall chant her 
to her repose, till awakened on the great morning 
of the world, descending angels shall introduce this 
daughter of Jerusalem into the joy of her Lord."* 
Such, then, is the character of the virtuous woman, 
as delineated by the mother of King Lemuel. By 
expanding the miniature as it was drawn by the 
pen of inspiration into a large and full-length pic- 
ture, 1 have, perhaps, done injustice to the subject. 
If so, let those who are of this opinion perpetually 
and closely study the original as it is found in the 
* Bishop Horae. 
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book of Proverbs. "There," says Matthew Henry, 
in' his quaint style, "ia shut up this looking-glass 
for ladles, which they are desired to open and dress 
themselves by ; and if they do so, their adorning 
will he found to praise, and honor, and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ." 

If, however, a wife devoid of all that constitutes 
her real excellence, shall run counter to this beau- 
tiful picture — if instead of being the glory of her 
husband, she shall seek to rival bim, and shall either 
attempt in the domestic firmament to be the greater 
light to rule the day, or to throw him into eclipse, 
before whom she should be content with partial 
obscuration; if instead of being content to be praised 
by him, and deeming his approving smile a worthier 
object of ambition, and a richer reward than the 
gaze of admiration and the language of flattery from 
strangers ; if she be a wife who opposes wantonly 
his tastes, or neglects his comfort ; who contemns 
his opinion, and contradicts him with asperity, and 
resects with unseemly heat his real or unintentional 
slights; who exhibits indolence but not industry in 
the management of his household, and either by 
slovenliness allows all things to sink into unclean- 
ness and confusion, or by extravagance hastens on 
the approach of poverty and ruin ; who neglects 
■even her children, and causes them to rise up in 
grief and shame for their mother; who gives her 
maidens constant occasion for reproach and com- 
plaint, on account of her ill-temper and worse con- 
duct; who is restless and uneasy at home, but 
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grac d J where else ; who by 

her d k h husband happier eveiy- 

whe 1 h 1 fireside : " or if she be 

a wi g h p her husband to turn 

him J f m 1 Ia d the wife of Jehoram, 
who f 1 fl h H ly Spirit paints in the 

sing] p J h 'allced in the ways of 

the k g f I Ilk d d the house of Ahab ; 
for h had h d gl f Ahab to wife ;' a wife, 

ill sh wh 1 husband to sigh in 

seer h h h h was blind enough to 

sue h h d dl kfwdto the day when he 
shall 1 y b f h b 1 of God the eternal 
wrongs ahe has done him — what plea can she offer 
for her conduct?"* 

There are some few things of a general character, 
which may be worthy of notice in surveying this 
portraiture. 

!t is a very true and judicious remark of Mr. 
Bridges, that the standard of godliness here exhib- 
ited, is not that of a religious recluse, shut up from 
active obligations, under pretense of greater sanctity 
and consecration to God. Here are none of those 
habits of monastic asceticism, that are extolled by 
some, as the highest point of Christian perfection. 

Nor does any other part of Scripture, either of 
the Old Testanaent or the New, put up a finger-post 
that points to the convent. We repeat what we 
affirmed in a former sermon, that no single practice 
that pleaded the sanction of religion, was ever the 
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Bource of so much pollution or vice, or inflicted so 
deep a- wound on morals, aa monastieism. Wom- 
an's natural state is the conjugal one, and her mis- 
sion islo her husband, into which she is not usually, 
and ought not to be, unwilling, at the call of Prov- 
idence, and with al! due discretion, to enter ; and 
for which she should assiduously prepare herself. 
Still, should there be some women of singular dis- 
interestedness or exalted piety, who, either for the 
benefit of near relations, or from motives of zeal 
and mercy, and not from a superstitious notion of 
the superior sanctity of celibacy, shall be willing to 
forego the duties and felicities of the wife and the 
mother ; who, I ask, shall forbid them ? Such was 
the mind of the apostle Paul, whose words on this 
subject have been so eagerly wrested in favor of 
erroneous opinions. " If I search," says Monod, 
" throughout the whole world, for the type of the 
most useful, the most pure, the most Christian 
charity, I nowhere find all these conditions better 
fulfilled than in the good aunt, who, by a marvel- 
ous sacrifice, accepts the tatigues and the cares of 
maternity, without knowing its ineffable consola- 
tions ; nlother ! yea, and, may be, more than mother, 
when the question is of serving and supporting, yet 
setting herself aside the moment the question is only 
of advantage and pleasure. Sad she may be, but 
her sadness is heavenly, and transforms itself com- 
pletely into love and sacrifice." 

But if no family engagements bind you, extend 
your view further ; find out a family in all that have 
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Meed of you, ooml'orting the afflicted, forming or 
supporting charitable institutions, seconding a pioua 
minister in his labors — ^in short, in every good work 
for which God appears to hove expressly reserved 
your liberty. Or embrace, for you may, it yet 
vaster sphere. Embrace the world, if you will, 
provided it be in the spirit of charity. In fine, 
accomplish your missioa so feithfully, that when the 
hour of your death shall arrive, all may rejoice in 
the happy isolation which permitted you thus to 
devote yourself; and that, amid the tender regrets 
■which shall follow your mortal remains to the tomb, 
it may no longer be discerned, in the sacrifice which 
you have made, whether you were wife or sister, or 
aunt or mother, relative or stranger," 

It can not fail, I think, to impress every reader of 
this beautiful description of the " virtuous woman," 
that the delineation includes chiefly the active vir- 
tues of the female character. It is the bustling, 
enei^etic, and prosperous female, surrounded by 
circumstances that call forth her industrious assidu- 
ities, invest her with power, and array her with 
public honor; rather than the quiet, gentle, and re- 
tired sufferer, struggling with adversity, or. crushed 
by oppression, whose virtues consist of submission 
to the will of God ; and patient, uncomplaining' 
endurance of the wrongs of man, perhaps of her 
husband ; and the brightness of whose character is 
heavenward, to be admired by God and angels, 
rather than earthward, to be seen and extolled by 
men. To the latter we would say, look up with 
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believing prayer to God, for the grace that is 
sary to fill j'Our dark sphere with' the 
of that holy virtue, which, with lunar radiance, 
shines brightest by night. Little of the glory of 
the character which we have been describing may 
fall upon you in those secluded shades amid which 
you are called to dwell. In solitude, with no eye 
to pity, no voice to soothe, no hand to help, you 
may be called to drink the cup of sorrow. Well, 
drink it, as did the greatest and holiest sufferer that 
ever passed through our vale of tears, saying, " The 
cup which my Father giveth me to drink, shall I not 
drink it 1" and the tinae will come, when he who 
loveth you better than you love yourself, shall wipe 
away all tears from your eyes. To those who, by 
divine grace, are copying the patterc set before them 
in this discourse, and are in circumstances to do so, 
I would say, Over all these fine traits of active, 
energetic character, cast the vail of gentleness, 
modesty, and humility. Let the passive virtues 
of your sex blend with, and soften the active ones. 
Be sure to single out that lovely feature, " the law 
of kindness is on her tongue." With all this mas- 
culine energy in womanly conduct, unite feminine 
tenderness and softness. Whatever else in charac 
ter you may be, still be a woman, with all a woman's 
grace and loveliness ; and while, as a wife, a inother, 
and a mistress, you wield the authority, and exert 
the influence which belongs to you, remember still, 
there is one in the family — I mean your husband — 
whose authority is still higher than your own, and 
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that it is at once your duty, and will be for your 
happiness, meekiy and gracefully, though not ab- 
jectly and crouchingly, to bow to him. 

Young women, I beseech you to make yourselves 
familiar with this exquisite passage of Holy Writ. 
It must be a study for you. There is much, very 
much, to be learned from it. You will here see 
that piet\ IS the broadeat and most solid basis of 
aJl female excellence and so fir fiona inteiteiing 
with temporal duties, will, wherever it is genuine, 
quicken attention to them Godliness is profitable 
for all thii gs, ai d helps the pursuit of all thit 13 
law Jul There is not a good quality ot character, 
nor a single earthly interest, which it will not effect- 
ually promote. Do not allow yourselves to be 
imposed upon by the misrepresentations of its ene- 
mies, who would persuade you, if thej could, that 
piety is unfriendly to general eharacter, and inimi 
cal to personal happiness ; that it enjoins duties 
unfriendly, and forbids pleasures essential to youth- 
ful enjoyment. Upon examination, however, it 
will be found that this objection to it, like all oth- 
ers; is founded upon air. Is theie a virtue or a 
practice which can adoj'ii or bless humamtj, which 
it does not enjoin 1 And as to its more solemn, 
and what some would considei its more sorrowful 
duties — I mean iepentance~l would remind jou 
that these are not the only exerci-es of true religion , 
for there is the joy unspeakable of faith, as well aa 
the grief of contrition; and that the latter leads on 
tci the former, just as the shower in the sultry heat 
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of summer portends and produces a cooler atmos- 
phere. Religion forbids no pleasures, but such as 
are injurious to the soul, and substitutes the sub- 
stance of happiness for its shadows. It resembles 
a fine country in spring, where the hedges bloom, 
and every tiorn produces a flower. 

Perhaps it will be thought by some it is a pity 
that a delineation of the virtuous man, eq^ually 
minute, comprehensive, and impressive, had not 
been drawn by the same hand which gave us this 
picture of female excellence. In default of this, 
however, it is observable how much of what is here 
said may be copied into the character and coiiduct 
of the other sex. There is scarcely a rule of con- 
duct here presented, which may not, with a little 
change, be observed by the husband, the father, and 
the master. This virtuous woman's fidelity to her 
husband, personal industry, good management, and 
diligence in her family, consideration for the com- 
fort and necessities of others, Itindness of speech 
and pity for the poor, courtesy to all, and especially 
her sincere and practical piety, belong to her hus- 
band, and are required of him, as well as of herself. 
These virtues are appropriate to both sexes. They 
are the general principles of excellence, though 
adapted here to the female sex. And therefore we 
recommend husbands to study this portraiture, not 
only to see what their wives should be, but what is 
required of themselves also. 

But who of either sex is sufficient for these 
things 1 None but they whose sufficiency is of 
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God and He to the docile ai d humble peti- 
t oners at the fjtftool tf H = grate will ever be- 
stow that g aciouB aid which is equal to the ex- 
igency of every case In reminding jou of your 
various duties 11 d calling upon jou to construct a 
thai icter which after e-^hibiUiig to the admiration 
of every heholder on earth its graceful proportions, 
shall endure with unfading beauty and undiminished 
grandeur through eternity , I would also remind 
JOU of your own indecision leebleness of purpose, 
exposure to temptation and consequent necessity 
of divine assist mce To ol tain this help you must 
have Jaith in Christ the sour e of all spiritual effi- 
ca<'y and earnest prayer to God and none shall 
seek this grace in vain 

I THUS close a series of discourses, on which, in 
consequence of the rarity of the effort and the del- 
icacy of the subject, 1 entered, not indeed without 
some hope, but with much fear and trembling. So 
far as the pleasure of my own mind in preparing 
aiid preaching these sermons, and the monthly at- 
tendance upon their delivery from the pulpit, are con- 
cerned, my expectations have been more than real- 
ized. In laying down rules, pointing out defects, and 
the occasional comparison of the excellences and the 
faults of the sexes, I have had a somewhat difficult 
task to perform, and in the performance ot whith 
I can scarcely presume to hope I have gneu satis- 
faction to all parties. I must be contented ind it 
is no smai! matter to be so, with the conviction 
that I have endeavored to hold the balance with a 
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Bteadj and impartial hand ; and in this 1 ha\e satis 
fied my own conscience. I have praised, where 
praise was called for, and that was verj oftLn, but 
ray commendation has not degenerated into flat 
tery ; and I have blamed, when blame was just, but 
it has been without acrimony. My object has been 
to promote the happiness of both sexes, by improv- 
ing the character of that one on which so much of 
the happiness of both depends; and to advance the 
welfare of society by purifying its earthly source. 
How far I have succeeded it ia impossible I should 
ever know, and in the absence of certainty must be 
comforted with the pleasures of hope. 

I have looked upon woman as related to both 
worlds, as being bound to this by the ties of a wife, 
a mother, and a mistress ; and to that which ia to 
come, by the grander and more enduring hond of 
immortality ; and therefore, as having not only 
social excellence to obtain, but that which is indi- 
vidual in special relation to God, and heaven, and 
eternity. I have contemplated you, my young 
(Hends, as the future wives, uiothers, and mistresses 
of the next generation, and have endeavored to 
prepare you for discharging the functions of these 
momentous relationships. It has been my aim in 
these sermons, to open and prepare for you a 
smooth passage through this earthly state, gather- 
ing out as many stones, and planting as many 
flowers, as 1 could. And imperfect as may have 
been my counsels, and defective as may have been 
my views, I am eoulideut that if my advice be taken 



Ho^twGooglc 



ftiULICAKOWS. 



BOMAH'S (liBv. Uornliua) Ni^rhl uf Weepln;. . 

Moriimguf Joj,s8eq"=ltolhe Bboyo -■■ 

BOMAR'S (Rev. Aii(lrE«)CDmtiieiilaryoD iJVlllMS. 8to... I 

BOMKEX'S Family of BBOmny. JBioo 

JiodibiiiQiis oil Ihe Lord's Prayer. ISmo 

BOOTHS Rsiioi of Grace. Ilmo 

BORKOW'S uibLsHiiaGtiitiaaorSpidft. Svo, eloUi I 

BUSTOK'S Four-fold StaUj. 18pia 

tYook ill the Lou ISmo 

BRETT (R«v. W. H.)— The IndluD Tribea of GuUub. illtis- 

BROKSIf BI7D i or, the Remlnisceacee of u Boresved Uutlier. 

BROWN'S (Bof. John, D.D.)Ei|>osilion of nral Peter. 8vo.- 1 

• Oiillie8ii)inK!andDiscoiii«B«ofCliriB>. J yob. 8vo 

BROWN'S diillcullunoflheAsseniiity'eUilacbisiD. t^uio-.- 

BROWNIltev. Diirid) on Ibo Second Advent lamo I 

BBIBGES on Ihe ChrinllBn Ministry. Sro I 

—— Oil ito Proierbs. 8vo. 2 

. l^ilhsCSiX.Piialln. New edilkm. Bra I 



BROWN'S Coiicordanci 



BUHBUBY-S <!)ory, Glory, Glory, and oilier Narrui res. 
BUXl^B'S (BiBhop)Ci,iin)lole Worfis. Hvo 



and Wilsin'. Anilogy. Bvt 

BCnsYAWS Pilgrim-. Progrega, Kii 



BURN'S (John) Ciineliaii Fn^metiu. ISmo..^ 

BURNS' (Rev. Jnbei) PwabhM nnd Miiocies of *!liri 
CALVIN- The Ijfe ami Times of John Udvin,lbi 

CAUSROH'S (Mis.) Pariiier-a Dauglilor. iliuBlrul< 



Ho^OtwCOOglC 



CATECHISMS— The As'.oiDbl 

Brown's ^'I'ut CalMhiBii 

OEOHi'S WOBES. 3 vols. 1: 



Coininerclal DiSLUiinwa 

CHEEVEiB'S iJiCturta ou Iha PIlgnin'B Prngrsn. [Ilji. 
CBRISnADT RETniBMEHT lihoa 
— EXPERIENCE. Bj Ih* mme aulhor. lanm.. 
CI.AHK'S atBv-. Juhii A.,>lVnll; about Zlon. ISmo.. 



luilyBia-ipiiirfPniinlseg. 3t>ina,glU 

COLQUHOUM'S (liidj) Wi.rld's Bf liglon. Kewed., lOnio-- 
COMMAKDMENT WITH PROMKB. By IbB AmJior 

'•TheWefk,"fcc. Uluslrmied by HowIhikI, lamo 

OOWPSB.— Tlie Wgrlis of WUlium Cowptr; Himprisiiig I 
Life, l^tlvre and PiMin«, now Brst collnclBil by llio lulruduoll 
of Oowper'a PrivaW CurmspnndBnce. Edited by the Rev, T. 
GiliDcbaw. With nuineroua UliiBUulioiu on BI«l,wid afl 

rortmil by Eilclile. 1 vol. royal 8vo 

Uu, do. dolli,axlni glU 

PooliKil Wurlia. tomplele, aopBrate. avols. ISino. Ill 

OUMMHsa-S (Itsv. Ji*n, D.D.) Sli™ag« Ihim Cod. ISmo .- 

CtTNNINGHAM'S Wutlil wilhoHl Souls. ISmo 

CUYl^R'S Rev.T. MSlriiyArroiira 

OAI^ (Ecv Thomaii— TbB GoWen Pealm. IBmo ■ 



Ho^twCOOglC 



« 


„„. ™™„„.. 


1 in 

KM 

je 
su 

1 w 

300 
VJ 

40 

I oa 

I DO 


U.t'JIDSOM'S (Dt.lCo 

1.^ ID'S PSALMS, in 
Do. 

Do. I8mo,8ood 
UAOBISNE'S Hhloiy 






do. ' 3 vols. l3mo 

mei™. Lcrgcljps. 13 

do. gi 


8'» 


no.ombfcsod.. 


'°™«™ 


Btpi.ckel edilion, shce 

iilt 






eJgo 




of Ibe KeformWion. O. 
wx hjlhsrlo published. 


gill 

4voKiulwo. 


Ltbof Cromwel 

Germ.oy, E,«lso 


do. 8vo, complete i 


lYOl 










Gal tbn true Burier sga 


list InBdel lod 


DiCK'S (Jobn, D-D.) Le 

rt,nraiUa™ls.lnoi». 

Do. do 

UIOKDrsON'SIBeT.R 

ElODSBIDGE'S Risos 

OnwOAM'S Sncrad Ph 

1.11-^. Bj his Soo 

Mrs of Ihe Scotl 

. CuHBga Fireside. 

— (MrsJLirBOfMsr 

BDSAE'S V:iriU'onn>f 
BDWASD'S (Jon^lhiui 


ct„re.a„Tl,™oBj. H 


le edition, wllh 














W.) acsoes from Sacre 


lHis«.ry 










losophjoflheSMsops. 

WithPonrail. Kmo 

rt Patsanlry. IBmo. H 






'"'"''■^ 








eorge B. Pbillips. i8mo 










ynieBformyOiildreD. 


llluainwd.... 


DJ).) Chsrl^ Slid 11* 


n«ita. NCTET 









Ho^twGooglc 



BESK^B'S fioaiiel Bonneia. I^n ■- Porlmil 

ENGIJSH PULPIT. Bvu 

EV£DEN0£1S OF OHRISTIAHrrg. A Coutsa uf Itduve 

dpiivHredtieCurQ the Uulversily of Virginia, svu 

AbiDiig the Luctjrets are Dra. Alejtiuider, Rice, freckQDrid^} 

FAH OFF; or, Asia and Australia DeBctllwd. By Ihe Aulbor irf 

(be " reap of Dav," itc. liiuBlralsd. HJiiio... 

TAMILY WOBSHIF A Seizes of Prujcn foreiery Mucaing 



FISK'S M<.'iu<.r>al 01 tbe Uol) Land Wilh aleol plales 

FI.BURT'& LilsofPuYid iJoio 

FOSTEfi'S fisw}? un Decision of Chuacler. Uc IdrgD ty; 

■ Esmij on Ihe Evils of Popular Igoorance I2mo 

FOBD'S DeFspotis iSmo 

FOX— Memoir of the l;ei Henry Walsoii Fox, MissiooarJ U 
Teloogoos. lilu^lrjkTl iJmo 

lieTailsmaD lUuslrUeJ 111 



Clirialour Exaiaplo^aDd Aulobio^apby 

QEOLOGICAL OOSMOQONT BjaLajman 

GOD IM THE STORM, ISmo 

COODE'S li»ll»r LuvtnanI t2mo 

QRfl HAM'S Ti^t of Tiuili ISmo 

CREEH— Iliel.iti^oriliFReT Aahbei breen, DJ 



HALDAJIE S EjL[iosition oT Romans. Syo 

HALL'S (Bialiopjauleol Works. llSino 

HAMILTON'S (R.:v.JaniM,U.D.) Life In EarneaL IBmo... 



-UfoofHaU. S4nio,gill 

- HappyHums. lltuslruled. )8mo 

- Lllii of Lady Oolquiioun. 16mo^... ........ 

- Tin Ruyai Prsaditt. Wiih Forlrail. Iflmo... 



Ho^twGooglc 



CARTERS' PUBLICATIONS. 



HBBVBY'S MediWOona. ISmo 

HBTaEIUM'GTON'>S Hislor^ oT Ihe Cbnrcb of ScoUaad. . 

HEfTGSTEHBEBG onllie Apocalipse. Srols-Svo 

HENRY'S IMatL) MeUiod tor Prayi-r 

D»ilj Communion wilh God. " 

- ~ PlraaBHUisssofBRellgluiHUIb. Sfmo, gill 

^- Choice Works. ISmo 

UUITBY, PhiJip, Lil^of. 18ma 

HEWITSON— Memolrof lbs Rev. W.H.Hewllson, Free Cbu 

UliiisteralDlrlBlon,8colluul,nlthPorUsiU ISmo 

^BiLL-S<Geurge)l,folureson Divinity. Pvo 

HIBTOKT OF THE PURITANS IS BNG11.AHD, A] 
THE PILGSiM FATHERS. Jly Slow.'!) and Wilaaii ISi 
HISTORY OF THE BEFOBMATIOH Iff BTJHOPE. .. 

HOOSMAN'S Lift Olid R.maius. f2ino 

HOBNE'S liilrudiiclLoit. !i vols. ro)ii]evo,hiilf clotb 



(Bi~hupO Commeiilary on Uw 

HOWELL'S LIFE— Peridot Puce. 
HOWE'S UcdeMnert Tears, Biid..tl 
HOWARD, (Jol.n,) or Ui9 Prisou W 



ENFANT'S FBOSRESS. Hy the Aultiorof" LllUe 1 

lAOUBUB mi MuUJieH'. Wilb a Harinouy. llliiBlralc 

Quusliuinon do. ISmo 

Op Mnrk.Liite and Juhn, (propiuliig,) 

lAUES' Anxhina hiqulKT. ISmo 

True ClirlBdan. ISmo 

Widow Direoied. Wmo 

Yomie Man from iloms 

lAMIE QORDONi ur.Tlie Orphun, lilUKirUMl. I 
I ANEW AY'S IJfuvvuup.in Ennb. Ilteo 



Ho^twGooglc 



